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IT  has  long  been  defired  by  the  friend# 
of  Mr.  Edwards,  that  a  number  of  his 
manufcripts  111  >uld  be  publiflied  ;  but  the 
difad  vantage  under  which  all  podhumous 
publications  mail  neceiTarily  appear,  and 
the  difficulty  of  getting  any  confiderable 
work  printed  in  this  infant  country,  hi¬ 
therto  have  proved  fufficient  obdacles  to 
the  execution  of  fuch  a  propofal.  The 

fird  of  thefe  obllacles  made  me  doubt,  for 

• 

a  conliJerable  time  after  thefe  manufcripts 
came  into  my  hands,  whether  I  could  con¬ 
fidently  with  that  regard  which  I  owe  to 
the  honor  of  fo  worthy  a  parent,  fuffer  am^ 
of  them  to  appear  in  the  world.  However 
being  diffident  of  my  own  fentiments,  and 
doubtful  whether  1  were  not  over-jealous 
in  this  matter,  I  determined  to  fubmit  to 
the  opinion  of  gentlemen,  who  are  friends 
both  to  the  character  of  Mr.  Edwards  and 

_  %  '  l 

to  the  cauie  of  truth.  The  confequence 
was,  that  they  gave  their  advice  for 
publiffiing  them. 

The  ether  obfta  cle  was  removed  by  a 
gentleman  in  the  church  of  Scotland, 
who  was  formerly  a  correfpondent  of  Mr. 
Ed  wards.  He  engaged  a  bookfeller  to 
undertake  the  work,  and  alio  fignihed 
bis  defire  that  thefe  following  difcourfes 
in  particular  might  be  made  public, 
r  .  Mr. 
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p  R  E  F  ACE. 

% 

..  ^r-Edwards  had  planned  a  body  of  di¬ 
vinity,  in  a  new  method,  and  in  the  form 

oi  a  hfftory  ;  in  whch  he  was  firft  to  ftiow, 
how  the  moft  remarkable  events,  an  all 
ages  from  the  fall  to  the  prefent  times,  re¬ 
corded  in  facred  and  profane  hiftory,  were 
adapted  to  promote  the  work  of  redemp¬ 
tion  ;  and  then  to  trace,  by  the  light  of 
lenptu re-prophecy,  how  the  fame  work 
mould  be  yet  further  carried  on  even  to 
die  end  of  the  world.  His  heart  was  fo 
much  let  on  executing  this  plan,  that  he 
vyas  cord] d era bly  averfe  to  accept  the  pre- 
hdentfhip  of  Prince-town  college,  left  the 

duties  of  that  office  fhould  put  it  out  ok 
his  power. 

1  he  out  lines  of  that  work  are  now 
offered  to  the  public,  as  contained  in  a  fe- 
3  . its  of  fermotis,  preached  at  Northampton 
in  1739*,  without  any  view  to  publicati¬ 
on.  On  that  account,  the  reader  cannot 
reasonably  expert  all  that  from  them,  which 
he  might  jufily  have  experted,  had  they 
been  written  with  Inch  a  view,  ajad  prepa¬ 
red  by  the  Authors  own  hand  for  the  prefs<> 
As  to  elegance  of  compofition,  which 
is  now  efteemed  fo  effiential  to  all  publicati¬ 
ons,  it  is  well  known,  that  the  author  did 
not  make  that  his  chief  ftudy.  However, 

his 
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neceffiry  to  be  remembered  by  the  'eider,  in  order  t* 
•ome  ceroaoiogical  obfemtibm  in  the  following  woi&, 


PREFACE.  v. 

his  other  writings,  though  deftitute  of  the 
ornaments  of  fine  language,  have  it  feems 
that  fiolid  merit,  which  has  procured  both 
to  themfelves  and  to  him  a  confiderable  re¬ 
putation  in  the  world,  and  with  many  an 
high  efteem.  It  is  hoped  that  the  reader 
will  find  in  tbefe  dilcourfes  many  traces 
of  plain  good  lenfe,  found  reafoning,  and 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  facred  oracles, 
and  real  Unfeigned  piety  :  and  that,  as  the 
plan  is  new,  and  many  of  the  fentiments 
uncommon,  they  may  afford  entertain¬ 
ment  and  improvement  to  the  ingenious,1 
the  inquifitive,  and  the  pious  reader;  may 
confirm  their  faith  in  God’s  government 
of  the  world,  in  our  holyChriftian  religion, 
in  general,  and  in  many  of  its  peculiar 
doctrines  ;  may  •aflilt  in  ftudying  with 
greater  pleafure  and  advantage  the  hifto- 
rical  and  prophetical  books  of  fcripture  ; 
and  may  excite  to  a  converfation  become- 
ing  the  gofpeh 

That  this  volume  may  produce  thefe 
happy  effects  in  all  who  fhall  perufe  it,  is 
the  hearty  Ifefire  and  prayer  of 


The  reader’s  moil  humble  fervantB' 


Nt'whaven ,  Feb.  25. 

1  7  7  3* 


Jonathan  Edwards, 


ADVERTISEMENT, 

^  1" ^  U  E  Y  who  have  a  relifli  for  the  ftudy 
JL  of  the  fcriptures,  and  have  accefs  to 
perule  the  following  flleets,  will,  I  am  per- 
iiiaded,  deem  themlelves  much  indebted  to 
the  Reverend  Mr,  Edwards  of  Newhaven 
for  confenting  to  publifli  them.  Though 
the  acute  philofopher  and  deep  divine  ap- 
pears  in  them,  yet  they  are  in  the  general 
better  calculated  for  the  inltruftion  and  im¬ 
provement  of  ordinary  Chriftians,  than  thole 
of  Prelident  Edward’s  writings,  where  the 
abltrufe  nature  of  the  fubjeCl,  or  tbefubtle 
objections  of  oppofers  of  the  truth,  led  him 
to  more  abftraCt  and  metaphylical  reafon- 
ings.  The  inanufcript  being  intrufted  to 
my  care,  I  have  not  p  re  fumed  to  make  any 
change  in  the  fentiments  or  compolition. 
I  have,  however,  taken  the  liberty  to  reduce 
it  from  the  form  of  fermons,  which  it  ori¬ 
ginally  bore,  to  that  of  a  continued*  trea- 
tife  ;  and  I  have  fo  altered  and  diverlifled 
the  marks  of  the  feveral  divilions  and  fub- 
divilions,  that  each  clafs  of  heads  might  be 
ealily  didinguilhed. 

Edinburgh,  April  29. 

1774.  John  Erskin e. 
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In  the  test,  this  happioefs  of  the  church  of  God  is  fet  forth  by 

^  WI.*k  contrary  fate  of  her  enemies  that  opprefs 
Oer.  And  therein  we  may  obferve, 

I.  ^  How  fi^ort -lived  the  power  and  profperity  of  the  church's 
enemies  are  :  The  mothjhail  eat  them  up  like  a  garment,  and  the 
^rmjhall  eat  them  like  wool  ;  i.  e.  however  great  their  prof¬ 
perity  is,  and  however  great  their  prefect  glory,  they  fhall  by  de. 
grees  confume  and  vanifh  away  by  a  feeret  eurfc  of  God,v  till  they 
come  to  nothing  ;  aftd  all  their  power  and  glory,  and  fo  their  per- 


^ecutioas,  eternally  ceafe,  and  they  j?c  finally  apd  irrecoverably  ru-. 

tned 


\ 


A  HISTOR  Y  of  1 

fced;  as  the  fiacft  and  moft  glorious  apparel  will  in  time  wear 
sway  ,  and  be  confumcd  by  moth*  and  rottennefs  We  learn  who 
tfcofe  are  iht  Ihsll  thus  con  fume  away,  by  the  foregoing  verfe,viz. 
tfcofc  that  are  the  enemies  of  God's  people  :  Hearken  unto  me,  ye 
that  know  righteoufnefs,  ths  people  in  whoft  hears  it  my  taw, 
fear  ye  not  the  reproach  of  men,  neither  be  ye  afraid  of  their  re- 

.1. 

2,  Xhe  contrary  happy  lot  and  portion  of  God  s  church,  ear- 
preffed  in  thefe  words.  My  right  ttufneft  Jhall  be  for  ever ,  and  my 
falvation  from  generation  to  generation.  Who  arc  meant  at  thofg 

that  ihill  have  the  benefit  of  this,  we  alfo  /learn  by  the  preceding 
verfe,  viz.  They  that  know  righteoufnefs ,  and  the  people  in  whof§ 
heart  it  Goat  law  ;  or,  in  one  word,  the  church  of  God,  And 
concerning  this  happinefi  of  their*  here  fpoken  of,  we  may 
pbferve  two  things,  viz.  i#  Wherein  it  confifts »  z.  it*  coa^. 

tinuance.  #  v  # 

(i)  Wherein  it  confifls,  vi*.  In  God**  righteoufnefs  and  sal¬ 
vation  toward  them.  By  God’*  righteoufnefa  here,  if  meant  hl$ 
faithfulnefs  in  fulfilling  hi*  covenant  promife*  to  bis  church,  or  his 
faitbfulnef*  towards  hii  church  and  people  in  beftowieg  the  benefit!* 
of  the  covenant  of  grace  upon  them  ;  which  benefit*  though  they 
are  bellowed  of  free  and  fovercign  grace,  a*  being  altogether 
deferved  ;  yet  a*  God  has  been  pfcafed,  by  the  promife*  of  the  go™ 
venant  of  grace,  to  bind  himfelf  to  beftow  them,  fo  they  are  be* 
flowed  in  the  exercifc  of  God's  righteoufnefs  or  juftice.  There- 
fore  the  apoflie  fays,  Hcb.  vi*  io.  God  is  not  unrighteous,  to 
forget  your  work  and  labour  of  love .  And  fo,  i.John  i.  9.  If  we 
eonftfs  oar  fint ,  ke  is  faithful  %  and  juft  to  forgive  us  our  fins ,  and 
to  clean ft  us  from  all  our  unrighteoufnefs •  §0  the  word  righteouf* 

ntft  is  very  often  ufed  in  for  ip  litre  for  God’s  covenant-  faith fulnefis 
fo  it  i*  ufed  in  Nehem.  ix.  3,  Thou  kafi  performed  thy*  words,  for 
thou  art  righteous .  So  we  are  often  to  underftand  righteoufneis 
and  covenant- mercy  for  the  fame  thing  ,  as  Ffal.  xxiv.  H* 
flail  receive  the  blejjing  from  the  Lord,  and  righteoufnefs  from  the 
God  of  his  falvation .  Pfal.-  xxjcvL  10.  Continue  thy  loving  kind - 
nefs  to  them  that  know  thee,  and  thy  rig&teoufntfi  to  ths  uPrs&* 
heart .  And  Pfal.  li.  14,  Deliver  me  from  blocd-guiltinefs,  O  God, 
thou  God  of  my  falvation  :  and  my  tongue  fhall  fing  aloud  of  thy 
righteoufnefs.  Dan  ix*  16,  O  Lord,  according  to  thy  rtg  UouJ 
tsefi  ,lbefeecb  thee,  let  thine  anger  and  thy  f  ary  be  turned  away—  ^ 
And  fo  in  innumerable  other  places,  ^  w  ^ 

The  other  word  here  ufed  is  falvation.  0?  thefe  ^ two, 
righteoufnefs  and  hi*  falvation,  the  one  is  the  ;cau'.e,  o  w  tc 
the  other  »  the* God's  righteoufasf**  0%  covenant-mercy, 

a  .v 


*  Work  ol  REDEMPTION. 

IS  the  root  of  which  his  falvation  is  the  faith.  Both  of  them  re¬ 
late  to  the  covenanted  grace.  The  one  is  God's  covenant  mercy 
and  faithfulnefs,  the  other  intends  that  work  of  God  by  which  this 
covenant  mercy  is  accomptilhed  in  the  fruits  of  it.  For  falvation 
is  the  fern  of  a!!  thofe  works  of  God  by  which  the  benefits  that 
dre  by  the  Covenant  of  grace  are  procured  and  be  flowed. 

(2)  We  may  ebferve, its  continuance,  fignified  here  by  two  er- 
crcffions  ;  forever,  and  from  generation  to  gsr.tr arrest.  The  latter 
deems  to  be  explanatory  of  the  former.  The  phrafe  for  ever,  is 
variotfly  ifrd  in  feripture.  Sometimes  hereby  is  meant  as  long 
23  *  din  lives.  '  So  it  is  fa  id,  the  fervant  that  has  his  ear  bored 
through  with  an  awl  to  the  door  of  hti  mafter,flta!l  be  his  for  ever. 
SomettmeE  thereby  is  meant  during  the  continuance  of  the  Jewifh 
fiate.  So  of  many  of  the  ceremonial  and  Leritical  laws  it  is  faid 
that  t.iey  ihouldbe  ftafuei/sr  sve’r.  Sometimes  it  means  as  lonS 
as  the  H  o>td  fball  fl a n d ,  or  to  the  end  of  the  generations  of  men. 
00  it  is  faid,  E'cief  i  4,  One  generation  psfTetb  away  and  a- 
nother  come.h  ,  but  the  earth  abideth^erat/rr,"  Somcttaacs  there¬ 
by  is  meant  to  ail  eternity.  So  it  is  faid,  “  Gcd  is  bleffsd  fir 
ivsrf  Rom.  i  25.  Ahdfo  ii  isfiid,  John  vi,  ji.  »  Ifahy 

man  cat  of  this  bread,  he  fhall  live  for  ever." - Which  of  thefts 

fcfss  is  here  to  be  underiiood,  the  nest  words  determine,  via.  to 
tt,e  end  of  the  world,  or  to  the  er.d  of  the  generations  of  men.  It 
Is  faid  in  the  next  wo-ds.  “  and  my  falvation  from  miration  to 
generation.  Indeed  the  fruits  ci  God’s  falvation  fhaii  remain  af¬ 
ter  the  end  of  the  world,  d.  appears  by  the  6-b  verfe  :  ••  Lift  up 

yoar  eyes  to  the  heavens,  and  look  upon  the  earth  beneath  :  for  the 
heavens  (ball  vanifh  away  like  fasoke,  and  the  earib  mil  was  old 
Hke  a  garmerf,and  they  that  dwell  therein  Snlldie  in  like  manner, 
eat  my  falvation  fid!  be for  ever,  and  ay  righieoufuf,  fiall  not  bt 
eatlifiid.  But  the  work  of  falvation  Itfelf  towards  the  church 
&a!t  continue  to  be  wrought  till  then  :  till  the  chd  of  the  worlcf 
God  will  go  on  to  accomplifh  deliverance  and  falvation  for  the 
church,  from  a!!  her  enemies  ;  for  that  is  what  the  prophet  is  here 
fpeaking  of ;  till  the  end  of  the  world  ;  til!  her  enemies  ceafe  to 
be,  as  to  any  power  to  mofeft  the  church.  This  expreffion  from 
generation  to  generation  may  determine  us  as  to  the  time’wbi-h 
God  continues  to  carry  on  the  wo-fc  of  faction  for  his  ehureh 
both  with  refpecl  to  the  beginning  and  end.  It  is  from  generation  ' 
60  generation,  i.  t.  throughout  ail  generations  j  beginning  with 
the  ge»  eratiom  of  men  on  earth,  and  not  ending  till  thefe  genera¬ 
tions  end,  at  the  end  of  tbs  world.——  Therefore  we  deduce  from 
tbefe  words  this 
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XLe  work  of  redemption  is  a  work  that  God  ear* 

ries  on  from  the  fall  cf  man  to  the  end  of  the 

world. 

The  generation*  of  mankind  on  the  earth  did  not  begin  till  after 
the  fall.  The  beginning  of  the  poflerity  of  our  firfl  parent*  was 
after  the  fall ;  for  all  their  poflerity,  by  ordinary  generation,  arc 
partakers  of  the  fall,  and  of  the  corruption  of  nature  that  followed 
from  it  ;  and  thefe  generations,  by  which  the  human  race  is  pro¬ 
pagated,  Jhall  continue  to  the  end  of  the  world  :  fo  thefe  two  arc 
the  limits  of  the  generations  of  men  on  the  earth  ;  the  fall  of  man, 
the  beginning  ;  and  of  the  end  of  the  world,  or  the  day  of  judge¬ 
ment,  the  end.  The  fame  are  the  limits  of  the  work  of  re¬ 
demption  as  to  thofe  progreiTrve  works  of  God,  by  which  that 
redemption  is  brought  about  and  accompliJhed,  tho’  not  as  to  the 
fruits  of  it ;  for  they,  as  was  faid  before,  Jhall  be  to  all  eternity. 

The  work  of  redemption  and  the  work  of  falvation  arc  the  fame 
thing.  Wbat  is  femetimes  in  feripture  called  God’s  faving 
his  people,  is  in  other  places  called  his  redeeming  them.  So 
Chrift  is  called  both  the  Saviour  and  the  Redeemer  of  hi*  people* 

Before  entering  on  the  propofed  Hiftory  of  the  Work  of 
Redemption,  I  would, 

1.  Explain  the  terras  made  ufe  of  in  the  do&rine,— and, 

2.  Show  what  tbofc  things  are  that  are  defigned  to  be  accoan- 
pliihed  by  this  great  work  of  God. 

Firft,  I  would  (how  in  what  fenfe  the  terms  of  the  doflrine  arc 

ufed. - And ,  i.  I  would  (how  how  I  would  be  underftood  when 

I  ufc  the  word  ndemption  ; — and,  z  how  I  would  be  underftood 
when  I  fay,  this  work  is  a  work  of  God  carried  on  frem  the  fall 
of  man  to  the  end  of  the  world. 

I.  I  would  (how  how  1  would  be  undcrilood  when  I  ufe  the  word 
Here  it  may  be  obferved,  that  the  work  of  re¬ 
demption  is  fomeumes  underftood  in  a  mere  limited  fenfe,  for 
the  purehafe  of  falvation  ;  for  fo  the  word  finally  fignifies,  a  pur- 
fthafe  of  deliverance  ;  and  if  we  take  the  word  in  this  reRraincd 
fenfe,  the  work  of  redemption  was  not  fo  long  in  doing.  But 
was  begun  and  finished  with  ChrilVs  humiiaticn.  it  was  all 
wrought  while  Cfarift  was  upon  cattb.  It  was  begun  with  Chrift  s 
incarnation,  and  carried  on  thro”  Chrift’e  life,  and  finished  with  hia 
death,  or  the  time  of  his  remaining  under  the  power  of  <Jeatb,whicJh 
ended  in  bis  refurrc&ion  :  and  fo  we  fay,  that  the  day  of  thrift’s 
csfur reftm  is  the  day  whenChrift  Saifetdtks  wotked  ledempuoa, 

A  So  $0 
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*  *• th£I}  tbc  P^chafc  was  fini&ed,  and  the  work  itfelf,  and  all  that 
appertained  to  it, was  virtually  done  and  finifhed,but  not  actually, 

,  Bu1t  lh.en  ^e  work  of  redemption  is  taken  mors 

y»  including  all  that  God  works  or  accomplifhei  tending  to 
this  end  ;  not  only  the  purchafing  the  redemption,  but  alfo  all 
God  s  works  that  were  properly  preparatory  to  the  purchafe,  or 
to  applying  the  purchafe  and  accomplilhing  the  fuccc Cs  of  it :  fo 
dial  the  whole  difpenfation,  as  it  includes  the  preparation,  and 
the  purchafc,  and  the  application  and  fuCCefs  of  Chrift’i  redemp¬ 
tion,  is  here  called  the  work  of  ndemption .  All  that  Chrifl  docs 
in  this  great  affair  as  mediator,  in  any  of  his  offices,  either  of 
prophet,  prieft,  or  king  *  either  when  he  was  in  this  world,  in  bis 
human  nature,  or  before  or  fince  ;  and  not  only  what  Chrirt  the 
mediator  has  done,  but  alfo  What  the  Father  and  the  Holy  Ghoft, 
havs  done,  as  ucitcd  or  confederated  in  this  defign  of  redeeming 
finful  men  ;  or,  in  one  word,  all  that  is  wrought  in  execution  of 
the  eternal  covenant  of  redemption  ;  this  is  what  I  call  the  work 
of  redemption  in  the  dotfrinc  ;  for  it  is  all  but  one  work,  one 
Owfign.  The  various  difpenfations  or  works  that  belong  to  it,  arc 
tut  the  fever&l  parts  of  one  feheme.  It  is  but  one  defign  that  is 
formed,  to  which  ail  the  offices  of  ChrJft  do  dirc&ly  tend,  and  in 
which  all  the  perfons  of  the  Trinity  do  confpire,and  ail  the  various 
difpenfations  that  belong  to  it  are  united  ;  and  the  fcveral  wheels 
are  one  machine,  to  aftfwer  one  end,  and  produce  one  efFcft. 

II..  When  1  fay,  this  work  is  carried oa  frem  the  fall  of  man  fa 
the  end  of  the  world  ;  in  order  to  the  full  underftanding  of  my 
meaning  in  it,  I  would  defire  two  or  three  things  to  be  obferved* 

I.  That  it  it  not  meant,  that  nothing  was  done  in  order  to  it 
.  before  the  fall  of  man.  There  were  many  things  done  in  order 
toshis  work  of  redemption  before  that#  Some  things  were  dons 
before  the  world  was  created,  yea  from  all  eternity.  The  peifoas 
of  the  Trinity  were  as  it  were  confederated  in  a  defign  and  cove¬ 
nant  of  redemption  in  which  covenant  the  Father  had  appointed 
the  Son,  and  the  Son  had  undertaken  the  work  ;  ahd  all  things  to 
be  accomplifned  in  the  work  were  ftipulatcd  and  agreed.  Befides 
thefe,  there  were  things  done  at  the  creation  of  the  world,  in  order 
to  that  work,  before  man  fell  ;  for  the  world  itfclf  feems  to  havt 
been  created  in  order  to  it#  The  work  of  creation  was  in  order 
to  God's  works  of  providence  :  So  that  if  it  be  enquired,  which 
of  thefe  kinds  of  works  is  the  greatell,  the  works  of  creation  or 
the  works  of  providence  ?  I  anfwer,  the  works  of  providence  5 
becaufe  God’s  works  of  providence  are  the  end  of  his  works  of 
creation,  as  tks  building  an  huft,  or  tht  forming  an  tngint  er 
m&ehine,  is  for  its  ufet  But  God’i  main  work  of  providence 
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h  this  great  work  of  God  that  the  doftrine  fpcaks  of,  as  may 
more  folly  appear  hereafter. 

The  creation  of  heaven  vrai  in  order  to  the  work  of  redemption  : 
it  was  to  be  an  habitation  for  the  redeemed  :  Matth.  zxv.  34, 

Then  (hall  the  King  fay  unto  them  on  his  right  band.  Come,  ye 
blcffed  of  my  Father,  inherit  the  kingdom  prepared  for  you  from  the 
foundation  of  the  world.”  Even  the  angels  were  created  to  fc« 
employed  in  this  work.  Therefore  the  aponie  calls  them,  “  mi* 
nijlting  fpiritt,  fent  forth  to  miniftcr  for  them  who  fhstll  be 
heirs  of  falration,”  Hsb.  i.  14.  As  to  this  lower  world,  it  wa* 
dovbdefs  created  to  be  a  ftsgc  upon  which  this  great  and  wonderful 
work  of  redemption  foould  be  tranfaded  :  and  therefore,  as  n>ight 
be  Ihown,  in  many  refpefts  this  lower  world  is  wifely  fitted, in  the 
formation,  for  fuch  a  flats  of  man  as  he  is  in  fines  the  fall,  under 
a  poflibility  of  redemption  \  fo  that  when  it  is  faid,  that  the  work 
of  redemption  is  carried  on  from  the  fall  of  man  to  the  end  of  tht 
world,  it  is  not  meant,  that  all  that  ever  wss  done  in  order  t© 
redemption  has  been  done  fince  the  fall*  Nor, 

2.  Is  it  meant  that  there  will  be  no  remaining  fruits  of  this  work 
after  the  end  of  the  world.  The  greateft  fruits  of  all  will  be  after 
that.  That  glory  and  blelTedncfs  that  will  be  tbs  fum  of  all  ill# 
fruits, will  remain  to  all  the  faints  after  that.  That  work  of  redemp  • 
lion  is  not  an  eternal  work,  /.  e*  it  is  not  a  *  >rk  always  a  doing 
End  never  accoropliihed,  But  the  fruits  of  this  work  are  etejnsl 
fruits'.  The  work  has  an  Blue.  But  in  the  HTue  the  #od  will  be 
obtained  ;  which  end  will  never  have  an  end.  "  Aa  thole  thing* 
that  were  in  order  to  this  work  before  the  beginning  of  the  world, 
as  God’s  electing  love,  and  the  covenant  of  redemption,  never  had 
a  beginning  ;  fo  the  fruits  of  this  work,  that  (lull  bs  after  the  end 
©f  the  world,  never  will  have  an  end,  therefore, 

3,  When  it  is  faid  in  the  dodtrine,  that  this  ira  wark  that  Gad 
is  carrying  on  from  the  fall  of  man  to  the  end  of  the  world,  whsfc 
f  mean  is,  that  thofc  things  that  belong  to  this  work  itfelf,  and  ar® 
parts  of  this  feheme,  are  all  this  while  accompli  Using.  There  are 
things  that  are  in  order  to  it  that  are  before  the  beginning  of  it, 
and  fruits  of  it  that  are  after  it  is  finifljed.  But  the  work  itfclf  is 
fo  long  a  doing,  even  from  the  fall  of  man  to  the  end  of  the  world* 
it  is  all  this  while  a  carrying  on.  It  was  begun  immediately  upom 
the  fill  and  will  continue  to  the  end  of  the  world,  and  then  will  b® 
fioiftr  The  various  difpenfations  0/  God  that  arc  in  this  fpcice, 
do  belong  to  the  fame  work,  and  to  the  fame  defign,  and  have  ala 
oae  ififue  ;  and  therefore  are  all  to  be  reckoned  but  a’  fcveral  parte 
of  one  work  as  it  were  feveral  fucceffive  motions  of  oac  machine, 
to  briDg  about  I:  ’he  coiplufoa  qpc  great  even:. 

Here 
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•  itMfresif°r  di?in*u!ftl  the  p»ft»  Of  redemption 

tiei  ,  »nd  the  pan,  of  tbe  work  by  which  th»  redemption  l* 

ought  out.  Tfiere  u  a  difference  between  the  part,  of  the  benefit. 

procured  and  beftowed,  *nd  the  part,  of  the  work  of  God  by  which 

hofe  benefit,  were  procured  and  befiowed.  A.,  for  example, 

bore  „  a  difference  between  the  part,  of  the  benefit  that  the  chil- 

n  o  i  aeS  received,  confiding  in  their  redemption  out  of  Egvp*, 

“d  tbe  Part*  of  'fork  of  God  by  which  thi.  w»  wrought  The 

Jf  ^mp,lon  °f,he  children  cf  lfrsel  out  of  Egypt,  considered  a, 
the  benefit  which  they  enjoyed,  confided  of  twe  parti,  rii.  their 
Gehverence  from  their  former  Egyptian  bondage  and  mifery,  and 

rniK7i  -r0te1"l°,l“O"  haPPy  fists,  as  the  fervant,  of 
d’  an  bcT  ofCanaatl1  But  'here  are  many  more  things  which 
.  p4rt,of  ,hal  work  o{  Go<i  which  i,  called  bis  work  of  redemp- 
t ton  of  1  frae!  out  of  Egypt.  To  thi,  belong,  hi,  calling  of  Mofes, 

,  en  tog  im  to  Pharaoh,  and  all  the  figa,  and  wonders  he 
wrought  in  Egypt,  and  hi,  bringing  fuch  terrible  judgement,  on 
int  fcgyptuns,  and  many  other  things. 

It  is  this  work  by  which  God  eifeds  redemption  that  we  are 
speaking  of.  This  work  is  carried  on  from  the  fall  of  maw  to 
She  end  of  the  world  ;  end  it  is  fo  in  two  refpetft. 

(i)  With  refpea  to  the  cffsa  wrought  on  the  foul’s  of  the  redeem- 
*d  ;  which  is  comrr .  n  to  all  ages  from  the  fall  of  man  to  the  end  of 
the  world.  This  effetf  that  i  here  fpeak  of,  is  the  application  with 
rtfpeft  to  the  fouls  of  particular  perfons,  in  convening,  juftifying, 
farcifying,  and  glorifying  them.  By  thefc  things  the  fouls  of 
particular  perfons  are  actually  redeemed,  and  do  receive  the  bene^ 
iit  of  £he  work  of  redemption  in  it*  effea  in  their  fouls.  And  in 
^his  fenfe  the  work  of  redemption  Is  carried  cm  in  all  ages  of  the 
world,  ficco  the  *s!l  of  man  to  the  end  of  the  world.  The  work 
of  GocJ  in  converting  fouls  opening  blind  eyes,  uaftopping  deaf 
€arf*  railing  dead  fouls  to  life,  and  refeueirsg  the  miferable  capd* 
vated  fouli  out  cf  the  hands  of  Satan,  was  begun  foon  after  the  fall 
of  man,  has  been  carried  on  in  the  world  ever  hnee  to  this  day  and 
will  be  to  the  end  of  tbe  world.  God  has  always,  ever  fines  the 
firft  cre&ing  of  the  church  of  the  redeemed  after  tbe  fall,  had  fuch 
a  church  in  tbe  world.  Though  eftentimts  is  has  been  reduced  to 
s  very  narrow  compafs,and  to  low  circumffomcc#  ;  yet  it  has  cevsr 
wholly  foilid. 

A"G  id  carries  on  the  work  of  converting  the  fouls  of  falfea 
anen  through  all  thefe  ages,  fo  he  goes  on  to  juftify  them,  to  blot 
out  all  their  fms,  and  to  accept  them  as  righteous  in  his  fight, 
through  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrirf,  and  adopt  and  receive  them 

kom  bdog  the  child*  en  of  S^tac*  to  be  hit  own  children  ;  fo  alf© 

he 
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he  goes  on  to  fan£Hfy,  or  to  carry  on  the  work  of  his  grac*,  which 
he  has  begun  in  them,  and  to  comfort  them  with  the  confolationi 
of  his  Spirit,  and  to  glorify  them,  to  bcftow  upon  them,  when 
their  bodies  die,  that  eternal  glory  which  is  the  fruit  of  the  purch- 
tfe  of  Chrift.  What  is  faid,  Rom.  viii.  30.  4t  Whom  te  did 
predeftinate,  them  he  alfo  called  ;  and  whom  he  called,  them  he 
alfo  juftified  ;  and  whom  he  j  unified  *  them  he  alfo  glorified  i*  I 
fay  this  is  applicable  to  all  ages,  from  the  fall,  to  the  end  of  tU 
world. 

The  way  that  the  work  of  redemption,  with  refpeft  to  thefe 
effects  of  it  on  the  fouls  of  the  redeemed,  is  carried  on  from  the 
fall  to  the  end  of  the  world,  is  by  repeating  and  continually  work¬ 
ing  the  fame  work  over  again,  though  in  different  performs,  from 

age  to  age.  Rut, 

(2)  The  work  of  redemption  with  refpedl  to  the  grand  defigm 
in  general,  as  it  refpefts  the  univerfal  fubi:dl  and  end,  is  carried 
on  from  the  fall  of  man  to  the  end  of  the  world  in  a  different 
manner,  not  merely  by  repeating  or  renewing  the  fame  effed  in 
the  different  fubjedt*  of  it,  but  by  many  fucceffive  works  and  dif- 
penfations  of  God,  all  tending  to  one  great  end  and  effetf,  all 
united  as  the  fevcr&l  parts  of  a  fcheme,  and  all  together  making 
up  one  great  work.  Like  an  houfe  cr  temple  that  is  building  ; 
€rft,  the  workmen  arc  fent  forth,  then  the  materials  are  gathered, 
then  the  ground  tmed,  then  ff  c  foundation  is  hid,  then  the  fuper- 
ftruliure  is  ereefed.  one  part  after  another,  till  at  length  the  top- 
ffone  is  laid,  and  ail  is  fi  *iifhed.  Now  the  work  of  redemption  in 
that  large  feefe  that  has  been  explained,  may  be  compared  to  fuch 
s  buiWing,  that  is  carrying  on  from  the  fall  of  man  to  the  end  of 
the  world.  God  went  about  it  immediately  after  the  fall  of  ana. 
Some  things  were  done  towards  it  immcd^atcl}',  as  may  be 
hereafter  ;  and  f oGod  has  proceeded,  as  it  were,  getting  materials 
and  building,  ever  fince  ;  and  fo  will  proceed  to  the  end  of  the 
world  ;  and  then  the  time  will  come  when  the  top-ftone  Ihall  ht 
brought  forth,  and  all  appear  complete  and  con fum mate.  The 
glorious  ftru&ure  will  then  (land  fo’th  in  in  proper  perfection. 

This  work  in  the  former  refpeft  thst  has  been  mentioned, 
vis.  as  to  the  effe&on  the  fouls  of  particular  period*  that  are 
redeemed,  by  its  being  an  effect  that  is  common  to  all  ages# 
The  work  in  this  latter  refpeft,  viz.  as  it  refpe&s  the  church  of 
God,  and  the  grind  defign  in  general,  t\  carried  on,  rot  omy  oy 
that  which  is  common  to  all  ages,  hut  by  f  .cccffive  works  wroug.it 
in  different  ages,  all  parrs  or  one  whole,  or  on?  great  fcheme, 
whereby  one  work  is  brought  about  by  various  ftep»,  one  i^p  m 
€>ae  age.  and  another  is  another,  it  is  ibis  carry i tig  on  ot  tnc 
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work  of  redemption  that  I  Oaall  chiefly  infjft  upon,  though  not  ex¬ 
cluding  the  former  ;  /or  one  neccffarily  fuppoTcs  the  other. 

Having  thus  explained  what  I  m/an  b)  the  terms  of  the  doflrine  : 
fihat  you  may  the  more  cleany  fee  bow  the  great  defign  and  woik 
of  redemption  is  carried  on  from  the  fall  of  man  to  the  end  of  the 
world  ;  I  fay,  in  order  tp  this, 

i  now  proceed,  in  the  %ond  place,  to  Slow  what  is  the  defign 
of  this  great  work,  or  what  things  arc  ddigned  to  be  done  by  it. 
In  order  to  fee  how  a  defign  is  carried  on,  we  mufi  firft  know 
what  the  defigo  is.  To  know  npw  a  woiknaan  proceeds,  and  t# 
imderftand  the  various  Heps  he  takes  in  order  to  accomplifh  & 
piece  o*  work,  we  need  to  be  informed  what  he  is  about,  or  what 
the  thing  is  that  he  intends  to  accomplilh  •  oiherwife  we  may  ftand 
by,  and  fee  him  do  one  thing  after  another,  and  be  quite  puzzled 
and  in  the  dark,  feeing  nothing  of  his  feheme,  and  undemanding 
nothing  of  what  he  means  by  ir.  If  an  architect,  with  a  great 
number  of  hands,  were  a  building  fomc  great  palace,  and  one  that 
was  a  Granger  to  fuch  things  fhouid  fund  by,  and  fee  fome  meri 
iQ  *he  carthj  others  bringing  timber,  others  hawing  ftoncsj 
and  the  like,  he  might  fee  that  there  was  a  great  deal  done  ;  but 
jif  he  knevr  not  the  ddign,  it  would  all  appear  to  him  ccnfufioa. 
Therefore,  that  the  great  works  and  dffpsn  fat  ions  of  God  that  be¬ 
long  to  this  greot  affair  of  redemption  may  not  appear  like  con- 
fun  on  to  you,  I  would  fet  before  you  briefly  the  main  things  de¬ 
fined  to  be  accomplifhed  in  this  great  work,  to  accomplifh  which 
God  began  to  work  prefer)  dy  after  the  fall  of  man,  snd  will  con¬ 
tinue  working  to  the  end  of  the  world,  when  the  whole  wosk  Will 
appear  completely  finifhed.  The  main  things  skhgned  to  be  done 
byjt  are  thefethat  follow. 

I.  It  is  to  put  all  God’a, enemies  under  his  feet,  and  that  the 
goodnefi  ol  God  fhouid  finally  appear  triumphing  ever  all  evil. 
Soon  titer  the  world  was  created,  evil  entered  into  the  world  Iq 
(die  fall  of  the  angels  and  man.  Frefcntly  after  God  had  ma'ie  ra- 
tionai  creatures,  thsr#  wsre  enemies  who  rofe  up  agsinA  him  from 
smong  them  ;  and  in  the  fall  of  rhao  evil  entered  into  this  lower 
world,  and  Goan  enemies  rofe  up  againfl  him  here.  §:itan  rofe 
Kp  aga  Inf:  God,  endeavouring  to  fruftrate  his  defign  In  the  creati¬ 
on  of  this  lower  world,  and  to  deftroy  bis  workmanfhtp  here,  and 
to  wreH  the  government  of  this  lower  world  out  oi  his  hands,  and 
ufurp  the  throne  himfeif,  and  fet  up  himfelf  as  god  of  this  world 
In^cad  of  the  God  that  made  ir.  To  tbefe  ends  be  intro  uccd  fin 
into  the  world  ;  and  having  made  a^an  God’s  enemy,  be  brought 
guilt  a  m«n,  and  brought  death  £»d  the  molt  extreme  and  dread* 
fti  ry  Into  the  world* 

Now 
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Now  one  great  defign  of  God  in  the  affair  of  redemption 
to  reduce  and  fubdue  thofe  enemies  of  God,  till  they  fliould  all  b« 
pul  under  God’s  feet  :  i  Cor.  xv.  2$.  **  He  mull  reign  till  he 
hath  put  all  enemies  under  his  feet.”  Things  were  originally  fo 
planned  and  defigoed,  that  he  might  diftppoint  and  confound,  an<l 
triumph  over  Satan,  and  that  he  might  be  brulfed  under  Chrift'i 
feet,  Gen.  111.  i{.  The  promife  was  given,  that  the  feed  of  the 
woman  fhould  bruife  the  ferpent  *  head.  It  was  a  part  of  God's 
original  defign  in  this  work,  to  deftroy  the  works  of  the  devil,  and 
confound  him  in  all  his  purpofes  ;  x  John  iii  8.  9t  For  this  pur- 
pofc  was  the  Son  of  God  manifested,  that  be  might  (Jeftroy  the 
works  of  the  devil. ”  It  was  a  part  of  his  defign,  to  triumph  over 
fin,  and  over  the  corruptions  of  men,  and  to  root  them  out  of  the 
hearts  ©f  his  people,  by  conforming  them  to  himfdf.  He  defigned 
alfo,  that  hi*  grace  fhould  triumph  over  man's  guilt,  and  that  in* 
finite  demerit  that  there  is  in  fin.  Again,  it  was  a  part  of  hi.*  defign, 
to  triumph  over  death  ;  and  however  this  is  the  laft  enemy  that  (hall 
fee  deftroyed,  yet  that  fhall  finally  be  vanquifhed  and  deftroyed. 

God  thus  appears  glorioully  above  all  evil ;  and  triumphing  over 
si!  his  enemies,  was  one  great  thing  that  God  intended  by  the  work 
of  redemption  ;  and  the  work  by  which  this  was  to  be  done,  God 
immediately  went  about  as  foon  as  man  fell  ;  and  fo  goes  on  till 
he  fully  accomplices  it  in  the  end  of  the  world. 

II*  In  doing  this,  God’s  defign  was  perfectly  to  reftore  all  the 
ruins  of  the  fall,  fo  far  as  concerns  the  eled  part  of  the  world,  by 
his  Son  ;  and  therefore  we  read  of  the  refutation  of  all  things , 
Acts  iii.  2i.  “  Whom  the  heaven  muft  receive,  untill  the  time* 

of  the  reftitution  of  all  things  and  of.  the  times  of  refrejhing 
from  the  prefence  of  the  Lord  Jefut,  Ads  iii.  19.  “  Repent  ye 
therefore  and  be  converted,  that  your  fins  may  be  Blotted  out,  when 
the  times  of  refrejhing  fhall  come  from  the  prefence  of  the  Lord." 

Man’s  foul  was  ruined  by  the  fall  ;  the  image  of  God  was  ruin¬ 
ed  ;  man’s  nature  was  corrupted  and  deftroyed,  and  man  bccamfi 
dead  In  fin.  The  defign  of  God  was,  to  reftorc  the  foul  of  man  ; 
to  reftore  life  to  it,  and  the  image  of  God,  in  conversion,  and  to 
carry  on  the  reftcration  in  fandification,  and  toperfed  it  in  glory* 
Man’s  body  was  ruined  ;  by  the  fail  it  became  fubjed  to  death. 
The  defign  of  God  was,  to  reftore  it  from  this  ruin,  and  cot  only 
to  deliver  it  from  death  in  the  refurredion,  but  to  deliver  it  frona 
mortality  itfclf,  in  making  it  like  unto  Chrift’s  glorious  body; 
The  world  was  ruined,  as  to  man,  as  effedually  as  if  it  had  b*e* 
reduced  to  chaos  again  ;  all  heaven  and  earth  were  overthrown. 
But  the  defign  of  God  was,  to  reftore  all^  and  as  it  were  to  create 
1  new  heavea  and  a  new  earth  2  If,  \xr.  17.  “  Behold,  I  creat 
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»€W  heavens,  and  a  new  earth  ;  and  the  former  (ball  not  be  re- 
membered,  nor  come  into  mind.’*  2  Fct.  iii.  13.  Nevcrtbelefi 
we,  according  to  hi*  promife,  iook  for  new  heaven?,  a  new 
earth,  wherein  dvrellcth  righteoufnefs.’* 

The  work  by  which  this  was  to  be  done,  was  begun  immediauly 
after  the  fall,  and  fo  is  carried  on  till  all  it  finifbed  at  the  end, 
when  the  whole  world,  heaven  and  earth,  fhall  be  reftored  ;  and 
there  (ball  be,  as  it  were,  new  heavens,  and  a  new  earth,  in  a 
Spiritual  fenfe,  at  the  end  of  the  world.  Thus  it  is  reprefented. 
Rev.  xxi.  1.  “  And  I  faw  a  new  heaven,  and  a  new  earth  ;  for 
the  fifft  heaven  and  the  hr  ft  earth  were  p  ailed  away.'* 

III.  Another  great  defign  of  God  in  the  work  of  redemption, 
was  to  gather  together  in  one  ail  things  in  Chrift,  in  heaven  and 
m  earth,  #\  e.  all  deft  creatures  ;  to  bring  all  eled  creatures,  in 
heaven  and  in  earth,  to  an  union  one  to  another  in  one  body,  under 
ene  head,  and  to  unite  ail  together  in  one  body  to  God  the  Father# 
This  WAb  begun  foon  after  the  fail,  and  is  carried  on  through  all 
ages  of  the  world,  and  fmifhed  at  the  end  of  the  world. 

IV.  God  designed  by  this  work  to  perfect  and  complete  the 
glory  of  all  the  de£f  by  Chrift.  It  was  a  ttefign  of  God  to  advance 
the  tied  to  an  exceeding  pitch  of  glory,  ‘  *  fuch  as  the  eye  hath 
Bot  feen,nor  ear  heard,  nor  has  S’ver  entered  into  the  heart  of  man.’8 
He-intcnded  to  bring  them  to  p erfctl  excellency  and  beauty  in  hi* 
image,  and  in  holinefs,  which  is  the  proper  beauty  of  fphitual 
beings ;  and  to  advance  them  to  a  glorioui  degree  of  honor,  and 
alfo  to  an  inefLbk  pitch  of  pl'cafure  and  joy  ;  and  thus  to  glori¬ 
fy  the  whole  church  of  ek£l  men  in  foul  and  body,  and  with 
them  to  bring  the  glory  of  the  ek<ft  angels  to  its  higheft  pitch 
tinder  one  head.  The  work  which  tends  to  this,  God  began 
immediacy  after  the  fall,  and  carries  on  through  all  ages,  and 
will  have  perfected  at  the  end  of  the  world. 

V.  In  all  this  God  defigned  to  accoropiifh  the  glory  of  the  bJefted 
Trinity  is  an  exceeding  degree.  God  had  a  defign  of  glorifying 
himfelf  from  eternity  ;  to  glorify  each  perfon  in  the  Godhead# 
TK-  end  muft  be  considered  as  fir  ft  in  order  of  nature,  and  then  the 
means  ;  and  therefore  ws  muft  conceive,  that  God  having  pro- 
idled  this  end,  had  then  as  It  were  the  means  to  chufe  ;  and  the 
principal  mean  that  he  pitched  upon  was  this  great  work  of  re¬ 
demption  that  wc  are  fpeaking  of.  It  was  his  defign  in  this  work 
fio  glorify  his  only  begotten  Son,  Jcfus  Chrift  ;  and  it  was  hi* 
defign,  by  the  Son  to  gbrify  the  Father :  John  xiii.  31.  3a.  “Nov 
is  the  Son  of  man  glorified,  and  God  is  glorified  in  him.  If  God 
be  glorified  in  hiai,  God  alfo  ihall  glorify  him  in  himfelf,  and 
Ihaft  ft raightvray  glorify  him."  It  was  his  ddign  that  the  Son  fbonld 
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be  glorified,  and  (houid  glorify  the  Father  by  wbat  flbould  be  ac- 
complifocd  by  the  Spirit  to  the  glory  of  the  Spirit,  that  ihe  whole 
Trinity,  conjuntily,  and  each  perfon  iiogly,  Kiight  be  exceedingly 
'  glorified.  The  work  that  was  ihe  appointed  means  ot  this,  was 
begun  immediately  after  the  fall,  and  is  carried  on  til!, and  finished 
at,  the  end  of  the  world,  when  all  this  intended  glory  ih&il  be 
fully  accomplished  in  all  things. 

Having  thus  explained  the  term?  made  isfe  of  in  the  dc<ffrine*^ 
2nd  (hown  what  the  things  arc  which  are  to  be  accomphfhed  by  this 
great  work  of  God,  I  proceed  now  to  the  propoftd  Hiiiory  ;  that 
is,  to  (how,  how  what  was  designed  by  the  work  of  redemption  has 
been  accomplifhcd,  in  the  various  fteps  of  this  work,  from  the  fall 
cf  man  to  the  end  of  the  world. 

In  order  to  this,  1  would  divide  this  whole  fpace  of  time  into 
three  periods : - the 

i ft,  reaching  from  the  fall  of  man  to  the  incarnation  of  Chrift  ; 
——the 

2d,  from  Chri/Vs  incarnation  till  his  refurrcflion  ;  or  tbs  whole 
time  of  Chrift’s  humiliation  ;  —the 

3d,  from  thence  to  the  end  of  the  world. 

It  maybe  fome  may  be  ready  10  think  this  a  very  unequal  divilion. 
2nd  it  is  fo  indeed- in  fome  refpeds.  It  is  fo,  becaufe  the  fee  on  d 
period  is  fo  much  the  greateft  :  for  although  it  be  fo  much  (horter 
than  cither  of  the  other,  being  but  between  tbitty  and  forty  years* 
whereas  both  the  other  contain  thoufands  ;  yet  in  this  aiTair  that 
we  are  now  upon,  it  is  more  than  both  the  others,* — I  would 
therefore  proceed  to  (how  diftinflly  how  the  work  of  redemption 
is  carried  on  from  the  fall  of  man  to  the  end  of  the  world* 
through  each  of  thefe  periods  in  their  order  ;  which  I  would  do 
under  three  proportions  ;  one  concerning  each  period. 

I.  That  from  the  fall  of  man  till  the  incarnation  of  Chrift,  God 
was  doing  thofe  things  that  were  preparatory  to  Chrift’s  com  ir}g» 
and  working  out  redemption,  &  were  forerunners  andcarnefts  of  iu 

II.  That  the  time  from  Chrift’s  incarnation,  till  his  refurredlion, 
was  fpent  in  procuring  and  purchafing  redemption. 

III.  That  the  {pace  of  rime  from  the  refurre&ion  of  Chrift  to 
the  end  of  the  world,  is  all  taken  up  in  bringing  about  os  accost* 
plifhing  the  great  effect  or  fuccefs  of  that  purchafe* 

In  a»  particular  confederation  of  thefe  three  proportions,  tha 
great  truth  taught  in  the  doctrine  may  perhaps  appear  in  a  clear 
light,  and  we  may  fee  how  the  work  of  redemption  h  carried  oa 
<roaa  the  fall  of  man  to  the  end  of  the  world® 
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PERIOD  I. 

From  the  Fall  to  the  Incarnation. 

MY  flrft  talk  is,  to  (bow  how  the  work  of  redemption  h 
carried  on  from  ths  fall  of  man  to  tks  incarnation  of  Chrijf, 
under  the  fir  ft  propcfiiion,  viz.  , 

Thai  the  fpace  of  time  from  the  fall  of  man  to  the  inearfiatiora 
of  Chrift,  was  taken  up  in  doing  thofe  things  that  were  forerunner 
and  earners  of  phrift’s  coming,  and  working  out  redemption* 
and  were  preparatory  to  it. 

The  great  works  of  God  in  the  world  during  this  whole  fpace  of 
time,  were  all  preparatory  to  this*.  There  were  many  great  changes 
and  revolutions  in  the  world,  and  they  were  all  only  the  turning  of 
of  the  wheels  of  providence  in  order  to  this,  to  make  way  f6r  the 
coming  of  Chrift,  and  what  he  w as  to  do  in  the  world.  They  al! 
pointed  hither,  and  all  ilfued  here.  Hither  tended  efpecially  all 
God’s  great  works  towards  his  church.  The  church  wai  under  va¬ 
rious  difpenfations  of  providence,  acd  in  very  various  circumftan- 
ces,  before  Chrifl  came.  But  all  thefe  difpenfations  were  to  pre¬ 
pare  the  way  for  his  corn Ing.  God  wrought  falvation  for  the  (oult 
of  men  through  all  that  fpace  of  time,  though  the  number  was  very 
fmallto  what  it  was  afterwards  ;  and  all  this  falvation  was,  as  it 
were,  by  way  of  anticipation.  All  the  fouls  that  were  faved  beferg 
Chrift  came,  were  only  as  it  were  the  earners  of  the  future  harveft. 

God  wrought  many  leffer  falvations  and  deliverances  for  bh 
church  and  people  before  Chrifl  came.  Thefe  fa!  vat  ions  were  all 
but  fo  many  images  and  forerunners  of  the  great  falvation  Chrifl 
was  to  work  out  when  he  fhould  come.  God  revealed  himfelf  of 
old,  from  time  to  time,  from  the  fall  of  man  to  the  coming  ofChrift. 
The  church  during  that  fpace  of  time  cnjoycd  the  light  of  divine 
revelation,  or  God's  word.  They  had  in  a  degree  the  light  of  the 
gofpd.  But  all  thefe  revelations  were  only  fo  many  forerunners 
and  earnefls  of  the  great  light  that  he  fhould  bring  who  came  to  he 
the  light  of  the  world  That  whole  fpace  of  time  was  as  it  were 
the  time  of  night,  vihercin  the  church  of  God  was  not  indeed  whol¬ 
ly  without  light  :  but  it  was  like  the  light  of  the  moon  and  Aars 
that  we  have  in  the  night  ;  a  dim  light  in  comparifon  of  the  light 
of  the  fun,  and  mixed  with  a  great  deal  of  darkneft;  It  had  no 
glory,  by  reafon  of  the  glory  that  excel leth,  2  Cor.  iii.  16.  The 
church  had  indeed  the  light  of  the  fun,  but  it  was  only  as  rcfle&ed 
from  the  moon  and  ftera.  The  church  all  that  while  was  a  minor. 
This  the  apoftle  evidently  teaches  in  Gal.  iv.  i.  2.  3* 94  Now  I 
fay,  that  the  heir  as  long  as  he  is  a  child,  dlffcrcth  nothing  from  a 
fervant,  though  he  be  lord  of  all ;  jbut  is  under  tutors  and  gover¬ 
nors  .until  the  time  appointed  of  the  father*  Even  fo  we, when  wg 
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,  „  .  „  .v,r„  hondaee  under  the  elements  of  the  world. 

vide  this  period  from  the  fall  of  man  to  the  coming  of  Chnft  into 

f;jt  leller  period*.  ®r  ParM  :  ^‘e  a  .  ,1.- 

I  ft.  extending  from  the  fall  to  th< :  flood I  !-*« 

2d,  from  thence  to  the  calling  of  Ab.ahem  , 

id,  from  thence  to  Mofes  the 

ji*h  from  thence  to  David  ,*^ihe  ...» 

J,h!  from  David  to  the  captivity  into  Babylon  and  th* 

ith,  from  thence  to  the  incarnation  of  Chnft. 

part  I* 

From  the  fall  to  tlie  flood. 

THIS  wa»  a  period  fartheft  of  all  diftant  from  Chrift’.  incar- 

H'Stion  Z  then  this  great  work  was  begun  to  be  earned 
nation,  y  >  ,  .c,,  will  not  be  finifoea 

on  ;  then  wn  this  glorious  huiidmg  g  ,  ^  hoW#  Xo  thig 

till  the  end  of  world,  as  1  would  now  m  > 

purpofe  L  would  obferve,  entered  on  bis  mediatorial 

»i  s  «*.»*. ..  **»  *»  -odd- 

made  He  flood  engaged  with  the  Father  to  appear  as  m*n  ®  - 

St.  .S.  J  L  .*«  *«“£  ““S; 

from  all  eternity.  But  now  the  “^  ^^^^^without  fur- 
then  the  occafton  came  -  and  men  Chnft  tm  J  ^  |hrt 

tber  delay,  entered  on  hts  work,  and  tools 

be  had  flood  engaged  to  take  °n  him  fro-n  eternity  .  J 

ever  mao  fel  Chnft  the  eternal  Son  of  God  d«*ed  h 

the  mediatorial  charader,  and  therein  prelentea  n 

,he  Father.  He  immediately  ftepped  in  between  «>  bol£  •"<«'  ^ 

offended  Maiefty,  and  offending  mankind;  and  was  acc-pU-J  a 

mdfo  «,*b  ... 

the  full  execution  of  that  amamng  curfe  that  man  had  broug  4 

blTtfilmanifeft  that  Chrift  began  to  exercife  the  office  ■ 
between  God  and  man  a,  foon  a,  ever  man  fel!,  * 

gan  to  be  exercifed  towards  man  immediately.  Th  Y 

in  the  forbearance  of  God,  .hat  he  did  not  deftroy  him.  -  be  did 

i.  -b»  **  “■  *“•  "7, i! 

ward  fallen  man  but  through  a  mediator,  h  God  h 
ey  reftrained  Satan,  he  would  immediately  have  f£lzed  °,  *  ^ 

Chrift  began  to  do  the  part  of  an  interceffor  for  cam  ^  ^ 

fell.  There  is  no  mercy  exercifed  towards  man  but  . 

tained  through  Chrift**  interccffion  :  fa  t  at  '  y 

,„«d  ob  hit  work  that  he  was  to  coptiuxe  r?  .thro^out  u 


tfce  Work  of  REDEMPTION, 

X  "  of  if  T'M‘  T  day  f°nVard  Chr,'ft  *ook  <>n  him  the  ejre 

i®  He  exercif  7  “  ? /  °a  h!m  the  care 

to  LI  "  -t  *■  u  °ffi0e!  5  he  unde,t00k  thecceforward 
T “  “nk,n.d  »hc  of  hi,  prophetical  office  ; 

*;,d ;if0 .*?  ,Dter“de  for  ialJe“  «*»  in  hi,  prieftly  office  ;  and  he 
ookonnjm  as  «  were,  the  care  and  burden  of  the  government 

/  n  c -lurch, and  of  the  world  of  mankind,  from  this  day  forward, 
e^om  that  time  took  upon  him  the  care  of  the  defence  of  hi, 

*-e"1  furch  from  their  enemies.  When  Satan,  the  grand  ene- 
eay,  had  conquered  and  overthrown  man,  the  bufinefs  of  refitting 
snd  conquering  him  wai  committed  to  Chrift.  He  thencefor- 
ward  undertook  to  manage  that  fubtfe  powerful  adverfary.  H<* 
""  then  appointed  the  Csptain  of  the  Lord',  hofts,  and  the  Cap. 
*aln  of  their  faction,  and  always  aded  a§  fuch  thenceforward  ; 
and  fo  he  appeared  from  time  to  time,  and  he  will  continue  to 
a#  as  fuch  to  the  etffi  of  the  world.  Henceforward  this  lower 
v/or^>  concerns,  was,  as  it  were,  devolved  upon  the 

Son  of  God  ;  for  when  man  had  finned,  God  the  Father  would 
m.vz  no  more  to  do  with  man  immediately  ;  he  would  no  more 
have  any  immediate  concern  wish  this  world  of  mankind/ that 
had  apoftatrzed  from  and  rebelled  again#  him.  He  would  hence¬ 
forward  have  no  concern  with  man,  but  only  through  a  mediator, 

either  in  teaching  men,  or  in  governing  or  bellowing  any  bene¬ 
fits  on  them.- 

,  Therefore,  when  we  read  5a  facred  hiAory  what  God  did  from 
time  to  time  towards  his  church  and  people,  and  what  he  faid  to 
them;  and  how  he  revealed  hiaifclf  to  them,  we  are  to  underhand 
It  cfpechlly  of  the  fecond  perfon  of  the  Trinity.  When  we  read 
of  God's  appearing  after  the  fall,  from  time  to  time,  in  fame  vifi* 
hit  form  or  outward  fymbol  of  his  prcfcnce,  we  are  ordinarily,  if 
»ot  univerfally,  to  uaderftand  k  especially  of  the  fecond  perfor^pf 
the  Trinity  ;  which  may  be  argued  from  John  i.  18.  No  man 
bath  feen  God  at  any  time  ;  the  only  begotten  Son,  which  is  »n  the 
fcofom  of  the’*  Father,  he  hath  declared  him/’  He-is  therefore  call- 
*'d  "  the  image  of  the  invifibSe  God,”  Col,  i.  15,  ;  intimating, 
that  though  God  the  Father  be  invifible,  yet  Chrift  is  his  image  or 
reprefen  ration,  by  which  he  is  feen,  or  by  which  thfc  church  of  God 
hath  often  had  a  representation  of  him,  that  is  not  invifible,  and  in 
particular  that  Chrift  has  after  appeared  in  an  human  form. 

Yea  not  only  was  this  lower  world  devolved  on  Chrift,  that  he 
might  have  the  care  and  government  of  it,  and  order  it  agreeably 
to  his  defign  of  redemption,  but  a  Ho  in  feme  refpeft  the  whole  u- 
mverfe,  The  angels  from  that  time  were  committed  to  him,  to 
be  fubjeft  to  him  in  his  mediatorial  office,  to  be  miniftring  fpi- 
rits  to  him  in  this  affair ;  and  accordingly  were  fo  from  this  time 
lor  ward,  as  is  manifeft  by  the  feripture-hiflery,  wherein  wchare 

account! 


account!  from  time  to  time  of  their  adding  as  miniftring  fpirits  in 
the  afftirs  of  the  church  of  Chrift. 

Therefore  we  may  fuppofe,  that  immediately  on  the  fall  of  man* 
It  was  made  known  in  heaven  among  the  angels,  that  God  had  & 
defign  of  redemption  with  refpect  to  fallen  man,  and  shat  Chrift 
had  now  taken  upon  him  the  office  and  work  of  a  mediator  be¬ 
tween  God  and  man,  that  they  might  know  their  bufmefs  hencefor¬ 
ward,  which  was  to  be  fubfervient  to  Chrift  in  this  office.  As 
Chrift,  in  this  office,  has  fmee  that,  -as  God -man.  Mediator, 
been  folemnly  exalted  and  cnftilled  the  King  of  heaven,  and 
is  thenceforward  as  God-man,  Mediator,  the  Light,  and  as 
it  were,  the  Sun  of  heaven,  agreeable  to  Rev.  xxi.  23.  “  And 
the  city  had  no  need  of  the  fun,  neither  of  the  moon,  to  lhins 
in  it ;  for  the  glory  of  God  did  lighten  it,  and  the  Lamb  is  the 
light  thereof fo  this  revelation  that  vras  made  in  heaven  a- 
mong  the  angels,  of  Chrift’s  now  having  taken  on  him  the  office 
of  a  mediator  between  God  and  man,  was  as  it  were  the  firft  dawn¬ 
ing  of  this  light  in  heaven ,  When  Chrift  afeended  into  heavea 
after  his  paffion,  and  was  folemnly  infulled  in  the  throne  as  King 
©f  heaven,  then  this  fun  rofe  in  heaven,  even  the  Lamb  that  is  the 
light  of  the  new  Jerufalem,  But  the  light  began  to  dawn  immedi¬ 
ately  after  the  fall. 

11,  Prefently  upon  this  the  gofpel  was  firfl  revealed  on  the  earth, 
in  the  ft  words,  Gen.  iii.  15-  ft  And  1  will  put  enmity  between 
thee  and  the  woman,  and  between  thy  feed  and  her  feed  :  it  (ball 
feruife  thy  head,  and  thou  /halt  bruife  his  heel.'*  We  muff  fup¬ 
pofe,  that  God’s  intention  of  redeeming  fallen  man  was  firfb  fig- 
nified  in  heaven,  before  it  was  fignified  on  earth,  becaufe  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  the  angels  as  min  luring  fpirits  of  the  Mediator  required  it  ; 
for  as  foon  as  ever  Chrift  had  taken  on  him  the  work  of  a  media¬ 
tor,  it  was  requifite  that  the  angels  (hould  be  ready  immediately 
to  be  fubfervient  to  him  in  that  office  ;  fo  that  the  light  fir  ft  dawn¬ 
ed  in  heaven  ;  but  very  foon  after  the  fame  was  'signified  on  earth. 
In  thofe  words  of  God  there  wa*  an  intimation  of  another  furety  to 
be  appointed  for  man,  after  the  firft  furety  had  fsikd.  This  was 
tfee  firft  revelation  of  the  covenant  of  grace  ;  this  was  the  firft  dawn¬ 
ing  of  the  light  of  the  gofpel  on  earth. 

This  lower  world  before  the  fall  enjoyed  noon -day  light  ;  the 
light  of  the  knowledge  of  God,  the  light  of  his  glory,  and  the  light 
of  his  favour.  But  when  min  fell,  all  this  light  was  at  once  cx- 
tinguiffied,  and  the  world  reduced  back  again  to  total  darknefs  ; 
a  worfc  darknefs  than  that  which  was  in  the  beginning  of  the  world 
that  we  read  ot  G^n.  i,  2,  **  And  the  earth  was  without  form,  and 
vo:d,  and  darkmft  was  upon  the  face  of  the  deep/9  This  was 
1  darkuefs  a  thouf&nd  times  more  ranediiefs  than  that.  Neithef 
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fcsan  nor  angels  could  find  cut  any  way  whereby  this  darfcnefs  might 
foe  fcattered.  This  darknels  appeared  in  its  blacknefs  then,  when 
Adam  and  his  wlfefaw  that  they  were  naked, and  tewed  fig  leaves, 
and  when  they  heard  the  voice  of  the  Lord  God  walking  in  the 
garden,  and  hid  thcmfelves  among  the  trees  of  the  garden  ;  and 
when  God  firft  called  them  to  an  account,  and  f&id  to  Adamp 
What  is  this  that  thou  haft  done  ?  **  Haft  thou  eaten  of  the  tree* 

whereof  I  commanded  thee,  that  thou  ftiouidft  not  eat  Thca 
wc  may  fuppofe  that  their  hearts  were  filled  with  fhame  and  terror. 
But  thefe  words  of  God,  Gen.  iii.  15.  were  the  firft  dawning  of  the 
Bight  of  the  gofpel  after  this  darknefs.  Now  firft  appeared  fome 
glimmering  of  light  after  this  difmal  da rknefs,  which  befoic  thi| 
was  without  one  glimpfe  of  light,  any  beam  of  comfort,  or  any 
the  l^aft  hope*  It  was  an  obfeure  revelation  of  the  gofpel  ;  and 
was  not  made  to  Adam  or  Eve  dire£lly,  but  it  was  in  what  God 
faid  to  the  ferpent,  But  yet  it  was  very  comprehenfive,  as  might 
foe  eafily  (hown,  would  it  not  take  up  too  much  time; 

Here  was  a  certain  intimation  of  a  merciful  ddign  by  €*  the  feed 
©f  the  woman,"  which  was  like  the  firft  glimmerings  of  the  light  of 
the  fun  in  the  eaft  when  the  day  firft  dawns*  This  intimation  of 
mercy  was  given  them  even  before  fentencc  was  pronounced  on  ei¬ 
ther  Adam  or  Eve,  from  tendernefs  to  them,  to  whom  God  defigned 
mercy,  left  they  ftiould  be  overborn  with  a  fentence  of  condemna- 
tion,  without  having  any  thing  held  forth  whence  they  could  ga? 
ther  any  hope. 

One  of  thofe  great  things  that  were  intended  to  be  done  by  the 
work  of  redemption,  h  more  plainly  intimated  here  than  the  reft* 
viz.  God's  fubduing  his  enemies  under  the  feet  of  his  Son.  Thi» 
was  threatened  now,andGod’idefign  of  this  was  now  firft  declared, 
which  was  the  workGhrift  had  now  undertaken,  and  which  he  foon 


began,  and  carried  on  henceforward,  and  will  perfectly  acconsplift 
at  the  end  of  the  world.  $a$an  probably  had  triumphed  greatly  in 
the  fall  of  man,  as  though  he  had  defeated  the  defign  of  God  in  th® 
creation  of  man  and  the  world  in  general.  But  in  thefe  word? 
God  gives  him  a  plain  intimation,  that  he  fhould  not  finally  tri¬ 
umph,  but  that  a  complete  vi&ory  and  triumph  ffoould  be  obtained 
over  him  by  the  feed  of  the  woman. 

This  revelation  of  the  gofpel  in  this  verfe  was  the  firft  thing 
that  Chriftdid  in  his  prophetical  office.  You  may  remember  that 
5t  was  faid  in  the  firft  of  thofe  three  propositions  that  have  been 
mentioned,  that  from  the  fall  of  man  to  the  incarnation  of  Chrift, 
God  was  doing  thofe  things  that  were  preparatory  to  Chrift  s  com¬ 
ing  and  working  out  redemption,  and  were  forerunners  and  car- 
nefts  of  it.  And  one  of  thofe  things  which  God  did  in  this  time 
to  prepare  the  way  for  Chrift**  coming  into  the  world, 
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forctcl  and  promife  it,  as  he  did  from  time  to  time,  from  age  to 
age,  till  Chrift  came.  This  was  the  fiift  promife  thueier  was  gi¬ 
ven  of  it,  the  firft  prediction  that  ever  was  made  of  it  on  earth, 

III.  Soon  after  this,  thecuftomof  facrifictag  was  appointed* 
to  be  a  fteady  type  of  the  facrifice  ofChrift  till  he  fhould  come* 
and  offer  up  himfclf  a  facrifice  toGod.  Sacrificing  was  not  a  curtail* 
flrft  eftabiilbed  by  the  Levitical  law  of  Mofcs ;  for  it  had  been  at 
part  of  God’s  inftituted  worlltip  long  before,  even  from  the  be* 
ghting  of  God's  vifible  church  on  earth.  Wt  read  Of  the  patri¬ 
archs,  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob,  offering  facrifice,  and  before 
them  Noah,  and  before  him  Abel,  This  was  by  divine  appoint¬ 
ment  ;  for  it  was  part  of  God's  worfhip  in  his  church,  that  was  of¬ 
fered  up  in  faith,  and  that  he  accepted  ;  which  proves  that  It 
was  by  his  inftitution  ;  for  facrificing  is  no  part  of  natural 
worfhip.  The  light  of  nature  doth  not  teach  to  offer  up 
be  alts  in  facrifice  to  God  ;  and  feeing  it  was  not  enjoined 
by  the  law  of  nature,  if  it  was  acceptable  to  God,  it  mud  be 
by  fome  pofitive  command  or  inftitution  ;  for  God  has  declared 
his  abhorrence  of  fuch  worfhip  as  is  taught  by  the  precept  of  men 
without  bis  inftitution  :  If.  xxix.  13,  •*  Wherefore  the  Lord  faid, 
Forafmuch  as  this  people  draw  near  me  with  their  mouth,  and 
with  their  lips  do  honour  me,  but  have  removed  their  hearts  far 
from  me,  and  their  fear  townrds  me  is  taught  by  the  precept  of  men  3 
therefore  behold,  I  will  prccced  to  do  a  marvellous  work,"  Sic* 
And  fuch  worfhip  as  hath  not  a  warrant  from  divine  infiitution, 
snnnot  be  offered  up  in  faith,  becaufc  faith  has  no  foundation  where 
there  is  no  divine  appointment.  It  cannot  be  offered  up  in  faith 
of  God's  acceptance  5  for  men  have  no  warrant,  to  hope  for  God’e 
acceptance,  in  that  which  is  not  of  his  appointment,  and  in  that  to 
which  be  hath  not  promifed  his  acceptance  1  and  therefore  it  fol¬ 
lows,  that  the  cuftom  of  offering  facrifice®  to  God  was  inftituted 
foon  after  the  fall ;  for  the  feripture  teaches  us,  that  Abel  offered 
4t  the  fkftlings  of  his  flock,  and  of  the  fat  thereof,"  Gen.  iv.  4. ; 
and  that  he  was  accepted  of  God  inhii  offering,  Hcb.  xi.  4.  And 
there  is  nothing  in  the  fiory  that  looks  as  though  the  inftitution 
was  firft  given  then  when  Abel  offered  up  that  facrifice  to  God  ; 
but  it  appears  as  tho’ Abel  only  therein  complied  with  the  cuftom  al¬ 
ready  eftablifiaed. 

It  is  very  probable  that  it  was  inftituted  immediately  after  God 
bad  revealed  the  covenant  of  grace,  in  Gen.  ill.  15.  ;  which  cove¬ 
nant  and  promife  was  the  foundation  on  which  the  cuftom  of  fa- 
arificing  was  built.  That  promife  was  the  firft  ftone  that  was  lard 
towards  this  glorious  building,  the  work  of  redemption,  which  will 
be  finifhed  at  the  end  of  the  world*  And  the  next  ftone  which  was 
laid  upon  that,  was  the  inftitution  of  facrifi^*#  to  be  a  type  of  the 
gmf  faerifisii  Tip 
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The  next  thing  that  we  have  an  account  of  after  God  had  pro® 
Bounced  fentencc  on  the  ferpent,  on  the  woman  and  on  the  man* 
that  God  made  them  coats  of  fkins  and  cloathed  them  ;  which 
by  the  generality  of  divines*  are  thought  to  be  the  fkins  of  bcafts 
flain  In  facrifice  ;  for  we  have  no  account  of  any  thing  elfe  that 
ftiouldbethe  occafion  of  man’s  flaying beafls,  but  only  to  offer 
them  in  facrifice,  till  after  the  flood.  Men  were  not  wont  to  eat 
the  fleib  of  bcafta  for  their  common  food  till  after  the  flood.  The 
first  food  of  man  in  paradife  before  the  fall  was  the  fruit  of  the  trees 
cf  paradife  ;  and  when  he  was  turned  out  of  paradife  after  the  fall 
then  his  food  was  the  herb  of  the  field  :  Gen.  iii,  18.  "And 
thou  (halt  cat  of  the  herb  of  the  field.8'  fhc  firft  grant  that  he  had 
local  fkfh  as  his  common  food  was  after  the  flood  :  Gen.  iat,  3. 
Every  moving  thing  that  Iivetbftull  be  meat  for  you  ;  even  as  the 
green  herb  have  i  given  you  all  things.**  So  that  it  is  likely  that 
ihefe  fkins  that  Adam  and  Eve  were  clothed  with,  were  the  fkins  of 
their  facrifices.  God’s  clothing  them  with  thefe  was  a  lively  figure  of 
their  being  clothed  with  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  This  cloth¬ 
ing  was  no  clothing  of  their  own  obtaining  ;  but  it  was  God  that 
gave  it  them.  It  is  faid,  ((  God  made  them  coats  of  fkins,  and 
clothed  them  ;M  as  the  righteoufnefs  bur  naked  fouls  arc  clothed 
wish,  is  not  our  iighteoufoefs  but  therighieoufuefs  which  is  ofGod, 
It  is  be  only  clothes  the  naked  foul. 

Our  firfl  parents,  who  were  naked,  were  clothed  at  the  expence 
of  life.  Beafts  were  flain,  and  refigned  up  their  lives  a  facrifice  to 
God,  to  afford  clothing  to  them  to  cover’their  nakednefs.  So  doth 
Chrifl,  to  afford  clothing  to  our  naked  fouls.  The  fkln  fignifics 
the  life:  Sojob  ih  4.  "  Skin  for  fkin,yea  all  that  a  man  hath  will  he 
give  for  his  life  ;**  1,  r.  life  for  life.  Thus  our  firff  parents  were 
covered  with  fkins  of  facrifices,  m  the  tabernacle  in  the  wiider%efs, 
which  fignified  the  church,  was,  when  it  vras  covered  with  rams 
fkins  died  red,  as  though  they  .were  dipped  in  blood,  to  figni- 
fy  that  Chrift’s  yighteoufaefs  was  wrought  out  through  the  pains 
of  death,  under  which  he  fhed  his  precious  blood. 

We  obferved  before,  that  the  light  that  the  church  enjoyed  from 
the  fall  of  man,  tillChrlft  came,  was  like  the  light  which  we  enjoy 
in  the  night  ;  not  the  light  of  the  fun  direftly,  but  as  refleded  from 
the  moon  and  liars  ;  which  light  did  forefhow  Chrill,  the  Sun  of 
righteoufnsfs  that  was  afterwards  to  arife.  This  light  of  the  Sua 
of  rlghteoufnefs  to  come  they  had  chiefly  two  ways :  one  was  by 
predictions  of  Chrifl  to  come,  whereby  his  coming  was  foretold 
and  protnifed;  the  other  was  by  types  and  ftudows',  whereby  his 
coming  and  redemption  were  prefigured.  The  firft  thing  that  was 
done  to  prepare  the  way  forChrift  in  the  former  of  thefe  ways, was 

ia  that  prolife  that  was  juft  taken  notice  of  ia  the  foregoing  par¬ 
ticular  i 
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tJcular  ;  and  the  firft  thing  of  the  latter  kind,  viz.  of  types,  to 
foreshow  Cnrilt's  Coming,  was  that  inftiturion  ol  facrifices  that  wc 
are  no#  upon.  As  that  promife  in  G*n,  iii.  i £•  was  the  firft  dawn 
of  gofpsl-light  after  the  fail  in  prophecy  ;  fo  the  inftitution  of  fa- 
criiices  was  the  fi»  ft  hint  of  it  in  types.  The  giving  of  that  pro- 
mife  was  the  fir  ft  thing  that  was  done  after  the  fail,  in  this  work, 
in  Chrift'g  prophetical  office  j  inftitution  of  facrifices  was  the  fit  ft 
thing  that  we  rea  l  of  alter  the  fall,  by  which  especially  Chrift  ex¬ 
hibited  hitnfclf  in  his  pricftly  office. 


The  inftitution  of  facriftees  was  a  great  thing  done  towards  pre« 
paring  the  way  for  Chrift's  coming,  and  working  out  redemption. 
For  the  facrifices  of  the  O’dTcftaraent  were  the  main  of  ail  the  Old 
Teftament  types  of  Chrift-  and  his  redemption  5  sod  it  tended  to  efta- 
b'ilh  in  the  mind*  of  God’s  viiible  church  the  neceflity  of  a  propitia¬ 
tory  facriiicc,  in  order  to  the  Deity’s  being  fatisfied  for  fin  ;  and  fo 
prepared  the  way  for  the  reception  of  the  glorious  gofpel,  that  re¬ 
veals  the  great  facrifice  in  the  vifible  church, and  not  only  fo, but  thro* 
the  world  of  mankind.  For  from  this  inftitution  of  facrificcs  that  was 
frer  the  fall,  all  nation*  derived  the  cuftom  of  facrificing.  For  this 
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cuftom  of  offering  up  Sacrifices  to  the  gods*  to  atone  for  their  fin?. 


was  common  tq  all  nations.  No  nation,  however  barbarous,  was 
found  without  it  any  where.  This  h  a  great  evidence  of  the  troth  of 
thtCfcriftian  religion  ;  for  no  nation,  but  only  the  Jews,  could  tell 
how  they  came  by  this  cuftom,  or  to  what  purpofe  it  was  to  offer 
facrificcs  to  their  deities.  The  light  of  nature  did  sot  teach  jhtm 
anyfuch  thing.  That  did  not  teach  them  that  the  gods  were  hungry, 
and  fed  upon  toe  fldF  which  they  burnt  in  facrifice  5  and  yet  they 
all  had  this  cuftom  ;  of  which  no  other -account  can  be  given,  bug 
that  they  derived  it  frocn  Noah,  who  had  It  from  his  anceftors, 
on  whom  God  had  enjoined  it  as  a  type  of  the  great  facrifice  of 
Chrift,  However,  by  this  mean  all  nations  Of  the  world  had 
their  minds  pofiefled  with  this  notion,  that  an  atonement  or  hen- 
fice  for  fin  was  ncceffary  ;  and  a  way  made  for  their  more  rea¬ 
dily  receiving  the  great  doctrine  of  the  gofpd  of  Chrift,  which 
teaches  us  the  atonement  and  fierifice  of  Chrift. 

IV.  God  did  foon  after  the  fall  begin  actually  to  favc  the  foul* 
01  men  through  Chrift's  redemption.  In  this  Chrift,  who  had 
lately  taken  upon  him  the  work  of  Mediator  betweenGod  and  man, 
did  firft  begin  that  work,  wherein  he  appealed  in  the  exercife  of 
his  kingly  officers  in  the  facrificcs  he  was  reprefented  in  hisprief*- 
\y  office,  and  in  the  firft  predl^ioa  of  redemption  by  Chrift  be  had 
appeared  in  the  excrcife  of  his  prophetical  office.  In  that  pre¬ 
diction  the  light  of  Chrift’s  redemption  firft  began  %o  dawn  in  the 
prophecies  of  it  ;  in  the  inftitution  of  facrifiers  it  firft  begiuta 
dawn  in  the  types  of  it  ;  in  this,  viz.  bis  beginning  a&u&Ily  So  favc. 
a  firft  began  to  dittp  ia  the  fiyi*  of  it3  U 
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I*  is  probable,  therefore,  that  Adam  and  Eve  were  the  fnft 
fruits  of  ChrilVs  redemption  ;  it  is  probable  by  God's  manner  of 
treating  them,  by  his  comforting  them  as  he  did,  after  their  a- 
wakenings  and  terrors.  They  were  awakened,  and  afhatned  with 
a  fenfc  of  their  guilt,  after  their  fall,  when  their  eyes  were  opened, 
'and  they  faw  that  they  were  naked,  and  fewed  fig-leaves  to  cover 
their  rtakednefi ;  as  the  finner, under  the  firft  awakenings,  is  wont  to 
endeavour  to  hide  the  nakednefs  of  his  foul,  by  patching  up  a  right- 
coufnefs  of  his  own.  Then  they  were  further  terrified  and  awak¬ 
ened,  by  hearing  the  voice  of  God,  as  he  was  coming  to  condemn 
them.  Tccir  coverings  of  fig-leaves  do  not  anfwer  the  purpofe  ; 
but,  notwithstanding  thefe,  they  ran  to  hide  themfelvss  among  the 
trees  o-f  the  garden,  becattfe  they  were  naked,  not  daring  to  iruft 
to  their  fig  leaves  to  hide  their  nakednefs  from  God,  Tten  they 
were  further  awakened  by  God's  calling  of  them  to  a  ftrift  account. 
B  it  while  their  terrors  were  railed  to  Inch  a  height,  and  they  flood, 
as  we  may  fuppofe,  trembling  and  a  &  on  i  (bed  before  their  judge* 
without  any  thing  to  catch  hold  of,  whence  they  could  gather  any 
hope,  then  God  took  care  to  hold  forth  fome  encouragement  to. 
them,  to  keep  them  from  the  dreadful  effe&s  of  difpair  under 
their  awkkenings,by  giving  a  hint  of  a  defign  of  mercy  by  ^Saviour, 
even  before  he  pronounced  fen  ten  cc  a  gain  ft  them.  And  when  al¬ 
ter  this  he  proceeded  to  pronounce  lenience,  whereby  we  may  (up- 
pole  tbeir  terrors  were  further  railed,  God  Icon  after  took  care  to 
encourage  them  and  to  let  them  fee,  that  he  had  not  wholly  caff 
them  if,  by  taking  a  fatherly  care  of  them  in  their  fallen,  naked, 
and  miferable  flat®,  by  making  them  coats  of  fit  ins  and  clothing 
them.  Which  alio  manifefted  an  acceptance*  of  thofe  factifices 
that  they  offered  to  God  for  fin,  that  thofe  were  the  fkins  of,which 
were  types  of  what  God  had  promt  fed,  when  lie  fa  id,  t(  i  he  feed 
of  th«  woman  (hall  bruife  the  fcrpcntP«  head  :?f  which  preroife, there 
h  reafon  to  think,  they  believed  and  embraced.  Eve  feems  plain¬ 
ly-  t0  exprefs  her  hops  in  and  dependence  on  that  promife,  in  what 
{he  fays  at  the  birth  of  Cain,  Gen .  iv.  b.  “I  have  gotten  a  man 
from  the  Lord  i.  e.  as  God  has  promifed,  that  my  feed  Ihould 
bruife  the  ferpenfs  head  ;  fo  now  has  God  given  me  this  pledge 
and  token  of  it,  that  I  have  a  feed  born.  She  plainly  owns,  that 
this  her  child  was  from  God,  and  hoped  that  her  promiicd  feed 
was  to  be  of  this  her  eldcfit  fon  ;  though  (he  was  miftaken,  %%  Abra¬ 
ham  was  with  rcfpe£l  t  oljhmael,  as  Jacob  was  with  refpedb  toEfau , 
and  as  Samuel  was  with  refpeft  to  her  firft  born  of  JeJfe*  Espe¬ 
cially  doe*  what  {he  faid  at  the  birth  of  Seth,  txprefs  her  hope  and 
dependence  on  the  promife  of  God  ;  fee  vcr.  25.  “  For  God  hath 

appointed  sus  another  feed,  inftcad  of  Abel,  whom  Cain  flew. 

a  hue 
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Thus  it  is  exceeding  probable,  if  not  evident,  that  as  Chnft  took 
on  him  the  work  of  mediator  as  loon  as  man  fell  i  fo  that  he  now 
immediately  began  his  work  of  redemption  in  its  effect,  ,md  that 
he  immediately  encountered  bis  great  enemy  the  devil,  whom  be 
bad  undertaken  to  conquer,  and  refeusd  thofe  two  fir fi  captives  out 
of  hit  hands ;  therein  baffling  him,  foon  after  bis  triumph  for  the 
vftftory  he  had  obtained  over  them,  whereby  he  had  raa  e  them  bis 
captives.  Though  he  was,  as  it  were,  fure  of  them  and  all  their 
pofterity,  Chrift  the  Redeemer  foon  fflowed  him,  that  he  was 
miftaken,  and  that  hi  was  able  to  fubdue  him,  and  deliver  fails© 
man.  He  let  him  fee  it,  in  delivering  thofe  fit  ft  captives  of  his  ; 
and  fo  foon  gave  him  an  inftance  of  the  fulfilment  of  that  threat¬ 
ening,  **  The  feed  of  the  woman  (ball  bruife  the  ferpem’s  hqad 
and  in  this  inftance  a  prefage  of  the  fulfilment  of  cue  great  thing 
he  had  undertaken,  viz.  his  fubduing  all  his  enemies  under  his  fees. 

After  this  we  have  another  inftance  of  redemption  in  one  ef 
their  children,  via  in  righteous  Abel,  as  the  feripturs  calls  him. 
whofe  foul  perhaps  was  the  firft  that  went  to  heaven  throughChrifPs 
redemption.  In  him  we  have  at  Seaft  the  fir  ft  inftance  of  the  death 
of  a  redeemed  perfon  that  is  recorded  in  fcripfcure,  II  he  was  the 
£rft,  then  as  the  redemption  of  Chrift  began  to  dawn  before  in  the 
fouls  of  men  in  their  converfion  and  juft ificat ion,  in  him  it  fifft 
began  to  dawn  in  glorification  ;  and  in  him  the  angd*  began  firft 
to  do  the  part  of  mintfiring  fpirits  to  Chrift,  in  going  forth  to 
conduct  the  fouls  of  the  redeemed  to  glory.  In  him  the  cle£t  an¬ 
gels  in  heaven  had  the  firft  opportunity  £o  fee  fo  wonderful  a  thing 
as  the  foul  of  one  of  the  fallen  race  of  mankind,  that  had  been 
funk  by  the  fall  into  fuch  an  abyfs  of  fin  and  raifery,  brought  to 
heaven,  and  in  the  enjoyment  of  heavenly  glory,  which  was  a 
much  greater  thing  than  if  they  had  fecn  him  return  to  the  earthly 
p  radile.  Thus  they  by  this  faw  the  glorious  eftedf  of  Chrift**  re. 
demption,  in  the  great  honour  and  hsppinefs  that  wag  procured  for 
finful,  miferable  creatures  by  it, 

V\  The  next  remarkable  thing  that  God  did  in  th<  farther  carry¬ 
ing  on  of  this  great  affair  of  redemption, that  I  fhall  take  notice  of, 
was  the  firft  rejuarkable  pouring  out  of  the  Spirit  through  Chrift 
that  ever  was,  which  was  in  the  days  of  Ekoj *  This  fee  ms  to 
have  been  the  nest  remarkable  thing  that  was  done  toward  erecting 
this  glorious  building  that  God  had  begun  and  laid  ibe  foundati¬ 
on  of  in  Chrift  the  Mediator,  We  read,  Gen,  iv.  26,  **  Ihcn 
began  men  to  call  upon  the  name  of  the  Lor d.”  The  meaning  of 
thefe  words  has  been  corffldcrabiy  controverted  among  divines. 
We  cannot  fuppofe  the  meaning  is,  that  that  time  was  the  fir  ft  that 
c^rer  naan  performed  the  duty  of  prayer*  Prayer  ira  duty  of  n&- 


ftupcsi  rdigon^aod  a  duty  to  which  z  fpirit  of  piety  does  mo  ft  na?u* 
rally  lead  men.  Pr»y«r  h  as  h  were  the  very  breath  of  a  fpiritof  pi- 
ety  ;  and  we  cannot  fuppofe  therefore  .that  thofe  ho*y  men  that  had 
been  before  for  above  2  hundred  yean,  had  lived  all  that  while  with. 
ou*  afey  prayer.  Therefore  form  divines  think  that  the  meaning  isf 
that  then  s&sn  fifft  began  to  perform  public  woifbip,  or  to  call  up¬ 
on  the  name  of  the  Lord  in  public  affembfies,  Whether  h  be  fa 
to  be  untisrftood  or  no,,  yet  fa  much  mu  ft  neceiFarily  be  under  flood 
by  it,  viz.  that  there  was  fome?hlng  new  to  the  vifiblc  church  of 
Old  with  refpea  w  the  duty,, of  prayer,  or  calling  upon  the  name 
of  die  Lord  ;  that  there  was  a  great  addition,  to  the  performance  of 
this  duty  ;  and  that  in  fome  refpcct  or  other  it  wag  carried  far  be¬ 
yond  what  it  ever  had  been  before,  which  mu  ft  be  the  confcqucace 
of  a  remarkable  pouring  our.  of  the  Spirit  of  God.- 

If  it  was  now  firft  that  mm  were  Airbed  up  to  get  together  in 
aftembties  to  help  and  alibi;  one  another  in  testing-  God,  fo  as -they 
silver  had  done  before,  it  argues  fomstbing  extraordinary  as  the 
caufe ;  and  could  be  from  nothing  but  uncommon  influences  pfGod's 
Spirit.  We  fee  by  experience,  that  a  remarkable  pouring  out  c£ 
God's  Spirit  is  always  attended  with  inch  an  cifedt,  viz.  a  great 
In  create  of  the  performance  of  the  duty  of  prayer-  When  the 
Spiiit  of  God  begins  &  work  on  men's  hearts,  it  immediately  lets 
them  to  calling  on  the  name  of  the  Lord.  As  it  was  with  Paul 
after  the  Spin*  of  God  hadiaid  hold  of  him,  then  the  next  news 
Is,  c<  Behold,  he  prayeth  !"  fo  it  has  beer*  in  ail  remarkable  pour¬ 
ings  out  of  ike  Spirit  of  God  that  we  have  a&y  particular  account 
of  in  feriptur®  ;  and  fo  h  h  foretold  it  will  be  at  the  great  pouring 
our  of  the  Spirit  of  God  in  the  latter  days,  It  is  foretold,  that  n 
will  be  poured  our  as  a  fpirit  of  grace- and  fuppHcation-,  Zech.  xii 
I  of  See  alfo  Z-pph.  tii,  9.  <s  For  then  will  I  turn  to  the  people  a 
pure  language,  that  they  may  ail  call  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord, 
to  ferve  bin  with  one  eonfent." 

When  it  is  inds  3‘  Then  began  men  to  cal!  upon  the  ns  me  of 
thfr  Lord,"  no  more  can  be  intended  by  it,than  that  this  was  the  fir  ft 
remarkable  ieaion  of  this  that  ever  was.  It  was  the  begin¬ 

ning,  or  the  fir  ft ,  of  tech  a  kind  of  work  of  God,  fuch  a  pouring 
out  of  tue  Spirit  or  God.,  Alter  fuch  a  manner  fuch  an  exprefftoa 
is  commonly  ufed  in  feripturc  :  fo,  1  Sam.  iciv.  3$.  “  And  Saul 
built  an  altar  unto  the  Lord,  the  fame  was  the  firft  altar  that  he 
built  unto  the  Lord.”  In  the  Hebrew  it  is,  as  you  may  fee  in  the 
margin,  that  altar  he  began  to  build  untp  the  Lord."  Heb.  H. 
3.  **  How  (ball  we  cfcape if  wc  neglctl  fo  great  falvation,  which 
fir  ft  began  to  be  fpoken  by  the  Lord  ?" 

-  It  may  here  be  obferved,  that  from  the  fall  of  man,  to  this  day 
#fawia  wc  liye,  the  work  of  redemption  ia  its  effeft  has  mainly 
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teen  carried  on  by  remarkable  pounnga  out  of  tb-  Spirit  of  God, 
Though  there  be  a  more  conftant  influence  of  God’s  Spirit  always 
in  focne  degree  attending  his  ordinance? ;  yet  the  way  in  which  the 
greateft  things  have  been  done  towards  carrying  on  this  woik„  al¬ 
ways  has  been  by  remarkable  pourings  out  of  the  Spirit  at  fpecial 
fsafont  of  mercy,  as  may  fully  appear  hereafter  incur  further  pro- 
fecution  of  the  fubjefl  we  art  upon.  This  pouring  out  of  the  Spirit 
in  the  days  of  Enos, was  the  firft  remarkable  pouring  out  of  the  Spirit 
of  God  that  ever  was.  There  had  been  a  faving  work  of  God  oa 
the  heart*  of  feme  before  ;  but  now  God  wag  pleafed  to  grant  a 
more  large  effufion  of  his  Spirit,  for  the  bringing  in  an  harveft  of 
foul*  to  Chrift  ;  fa  that  in  this  we  fee  that  great  building  that  is 
the  fubjc#  of  our  prefer*!  difeourfe,  which  God  kid  the  foundation 
of  immediately  after  the  fall  of  man,  carried  on  further,  and  built 
higher,  than  eve r  it  had  been  before, 

VI.  The  next  thing  1  IK2.ll  t2 ke  notice  of,  h  the  eminently  holy 
life  of  Enoch ,  who  we  have  reafon  to  think  was  a  faint  of  greater 
eminency  than  any  ever  had  been  before  him  ;  fo  that  in  this  rtf- 
pe3  the  work  of  redemption  wai  carried  on  to  a* greater-height  than 
ever  it  had  been  before.  With  refpedt  to  its  efteft  in  the  vifible 
church  in  general,  we  obferved  Juft  now  how  it  was  carried  higher 
in  the  days  of  Enos  than  ever  it  had  been  before.  Probably  Enoch 
was  one  of  the  faints  of  that  harveft  ;  for  he  lived  ail  the  days  that 
he  did  live  on  earth,  in  the  days  of  Enos,  With  refpe£l  to  the 
degree  10  which  this  work  was  earned  in  the  foul  of  a  particular 
perfon,  it  was  raifed  to  a  greater  height  in.  Enoch  than  ever  before*. 
His  foul,  as  it  was  built  on  Chrift,  was  built  up  m  holinefs  to  at 
greater  height  than  there 'had  been  ary  in  fiance  before.  He  was 
s  'wonderful  inflates  of  Chrift* 3  redemptioi,  and  the  efficacy  of 
bis  grace. 

VII,  In  Enochs*  time,  God  did  more  esprcsfly  reveal  the  com¬ 
ing  of  Chrift  than  he  bad  done  before,  In  toe  prophecy  of  Enoch 
that  we  have  an  account  of  in  the  14th  and  1  yth  vtrfcs  of  the  epiftlc 
of  Jude  :  tf  And  Enoch  alfo,  the  fever*  th  from  Adam,  piophdied 
of  thefe,  faying,  Behold,  the  Lord  someth  with  ten  thbufand  of 
his  faints,  to  execute  judgment  .upon  alb 


«r» 


to  convince 


that 


arc  ungodly  among  them,  of  their  ungodly  deeds  which  they  have 
ungodly  committed,  and  of  all  their  hard  fpeeches  which  ungodly 
finners  have  fpoken  sgainft  him/'  Here  Enoch  propkefies  of  the 
coming  of  Chrift.  It  does  not  feem  to  be  eon  fined  to  any  particular 
corning  of  Chrift  ;  but  it  has  rcfpeci  in  general  to  GhrifVs  coming 
in  his  kingdom,  and  is  fulfilled  in  a  degree  in  both  the  fir  ft  and  fe- 
cond  coming  of  Chrift  ;  and  indeed  in  every  remarkable  manifefla- 
lion  Chnft  ha?  made  of  himfelf.in  the  world, 'for  tic  faying  of  his 

people, and  the  defraying  of.  hi|  enemies.  It  is  very  parallel  In  this 

jefpeft 
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refpeft  with  many  other  prophecies  of  the  coming  of  Chrift,  that 
were  given  under  the  Old  Teh  amen  c ;  and.  in  particular,  it  iecmfl 
So  be  parallel  with  that  great  prophecy  of  Chaffs  coming  in  hi» 
kingdom  that  we  have  in  the  7th  chapter  cf  Daniel.,  whence  the 
Jews  principally  took  their  notion  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven* 
Sec  ver.  io,  **  A  fiery  ftrearn  iffued,  and  came  forth  from  before 
him  :  Thousand  thoufands  minified  unto  him,  and  tea  tkoufand 
times  ten  tkoufand  flood  before  him  :  the  judgment  was/fet,  and 
the  books  were  opened.’'  And  ver,  1%.  14  <v  I  faw  in  the  night* 
vi  lions,  and  behold,  one  like  the  fon  of  man,  came  with  the  cloud# 
of  heaves,  and  came  to  the  ancient  of  days,  and  they  brought  him 
mear  before  him.  And  there  was  given  him  dominion,  and  glory, 
slid  si  kingdom,  that  all  people,  nations,  and  languages,  fhould 
tove  him  :  his  dominion  is  an  evcrlafting  dominion,  w^.ich  (hall 
®oi  paft  away,and  hi#  kingdom  that  which  (hall  not  be  deftroy ed  *B 
Though  it  is  not  unlikely  that  Enoch  might  have  a  more  immediate 
refpeft  In  this  prophecy  to  the  approaching  deftruftion  of  rhe  old 
world  by  the  flood, which  wai  a  remarkable  refemblance  of  Chrifft 
deHiuftion  of  all  his  enemies  at  hi*  fecond  coming,  yet  it  doubtleft 
looked  beyond  the  type  to  the  antitype. 

As  thii  prophecy  of  Chriffs  coming  is  more  esprefs  than  any  had 
been  before  ;  fo  it  is  an  inftanct  of  the  incrcafe  of  that  go  fpel- light 
that  began  to  dawn  prefently  after  the  fall  of  mars ;  and  is  an  infiance 
of  that  building  that  it  the  fubjeft  of  our  prefent  difeourfe,  being 
yet  further  carried  on,  and  built  up  higher  than  it  had  been  before* 

Here,  by  the  way,  I  would  obferve,  that  the  increafe  of  gofpel- 
light,  and  the  carrying  on  the  wprk  of  redemption,  a#  it  refpeft# 
the  deft  church  in  gener  al,  from  the  fit  ft  erefting  of  the  church  to 
the  end  of  the  world,  I*  very  much  after  the  fame  manner  a#  the 
carrying  on  of  the  fame  work  and  the  fame  light  in  a  particular 
foul,  from  the  time  of  its  converfion,  til!  it  is  perfected  and  crowned' 
In  glory.  The  work  in  a  particular  foul  ha#  its  ups  and  down#  ; 
fo  me  times  the  light  {bines  brighter,  and  fometimes  it  is  a  dark 
time  5  femetiaries  grace  feetna  to  prevail,  at  other  time*  it  feemt 
to  languifb  for  a  great  while  together,  and  corruption  prevails,  and 
then  grace  revives  again.  But  in  general,  grace  is  growing  :  from 
its  firft  mfufion,  til!  it  is  perfefted  ia  glory,  the  kingdom  of  ChriH 
Is  buildigg  up  in  the  foul. 

So  it  is  with  refpeft  to  the  great  a  {fair  in  genera!,  as  it  relates 
to  the  univerfal  fubjeft  of  it,  as  it  is  carried  on  from  the  firft  begin¬ 
ning  of  it  after  the  fall,  till  it  is  perfefted  at  the  end  of  the  world* 
as  will  more  fully  appear  by  a  particular  view  of  this  affair  from 
beginning  to  end,  in  the  profecution  of  this  fubjeft,  if  God  give 
opportunity  to  carry  it  through  as  J  propofc* 
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VIII.  The  remarkable  thing  towards  carryingon  this  work, 
that  wc  have  an  account  of  in  fcripiurc,  is  the  tranflarion  of  Enoch 
into  heaven.  The  account  we  have  of  it  is  in  Gen.  v.  24.  <f  And 
Enoch  walked  with  God,  and  he  was  not  ;  for  God  took  him.** 
Hac  Mofcs,  in  giving  an  account  of  the  genealogy  cl  thofc  that 
were  of  the  line  of  Noah,  does  not  %  concerning  Enoch,  he  lived 
fo  l  mg  and  he  died,  as  he  does  of  the  r eft  ;  tut,  hi  voat  not,  for 
God  took  him  ;  i  e  he  translated  him  ;  in  body  and  foul  carried 
him  to  heaven  without  dying,  as  it  Is  explained  in  Hcb.  xi. 

**  By  faith  Enoch  was  translated  that  he  iliouid  not  fee  death.** 
By  this  wonderful  work  of  God,  the  work  of  redemption  was  car* 
ried  to  a  greater  height  in  feveral  refpeds,  than  it  had  been  before* 

You  may  remember, that  when  I  was  lowing  what  were  the  great 
things  that  God  aimed  at  in  the  work  of  redemption,  or  what  the 
main  things  were  that  be  intended  to  bring  to  pafs ;  I  among  other 
things  mentioned  (p.  12.)  the  ptrfcft  refioring  the  ruins  of  the  fall 
with  refpedt  to  the  ele&,  and  reftoring  man  from  that  deftru£lion 
that  he  had  brought  on  himfelf,  both  in  foul  and  body.  Now  this 
tranflition  of  Enoch  was  the  firft  in&anec  that  ever  was  of  reftoring 
the  ruins  of  the  fall  with  refpeft  to  the  body.  There  had  been  many 
Infiances  of  refloring  the  foul  of  man  by  Chrift  *  redemption,  but 
none  of  redeeming  and  a£\ualiy  laving  the  body  till  now.  All  the 
bodies  of  the  ele£t  are  to  be  faved  as  well  as  their  foul*.  At  the 
end  of  the  world,  all  the  bodies  of  the  faints  (hall  adually  be  re¬ 
deemed  ;  thofe  that  then  (ball  have  been  dead,  by  a  refurre^lion  j 
and  others,  that  then  fhall  be  living,  by  caufing  them  to  pafs  under 
a  glorious  change.  There  was  a  number  of  the  bodies  of  faints  raif- 
cd  and  glorified  at  the  refarre&ion  and  afcenfien  of  Chrift  ;  and 
before  that  there  was  an  instance  of  a  body  glorified  in  Elijah* 
But  the  firft  iaftance  of  all  was  this  of  Enoch,  that  we  are  now 
fpeaking  of. 

The  work  of  redemption  by  this  was  carried  on  further  than 
ever  it  had  been  before  ;  as,  by  this  wonderful  work  of  God,  there 
was  a  great  increafe  of  gofpel -light  to  the  church  of  God,  in  this 
refpeft,  that  hereby  the  church  had  a  clearer  man  inflation  of  a  fu¬ 
ture  ftatc,  and  cf  the  glorious  reward  ©f  the  faints  in  heaven.  Wc 
are  told,  2  Tim.  1.  10.  “  That  life  and  immortality  arc  brought 
to  light  by  the  gofpel.*'  And  the  more  of  this  is  brought  to  light, 
the  more  clearly  doe9  the  light  ihine  in  that  refpedb  What  was 
faid  in  thcOldTcftament  of  a  future  Hate,  is  very  obfeure,  in  com* 
parifon  with  the  more  full,  plain,  and  abundant  revelation  given 
of  it  in  the  New.  But  yet  even  in  thofc  early  days,  the  church 
of  God,  in  this  infbmce,  was  favored  with  an  in  (lance  of  it  fet 

before  Their  eyes,  in  that  one  of  their  brethren  was  a&ually  take* 

up 
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T  to  hc®vcn  wilhout  dying  ;  which  we  have  all  reafon  to  think 
1  e  chu^h  of  God  knew  then,  as  they  afterwards  knew  Elijah'* 
tranflarioij.  And  as  this  was  a  clearer  manifeftation  cfa  future 
than  the  church  had  had  before,  fo  h  was  a  pledge  or  earned 

of  that  future  glorification  of  a!!  the  faints  which  God  intended 
trough  the  redemption  of  Jefas  Chrift. 

JX.  Tiie  next  thing  that  l  fball  ohferve,  wss  the  upholding  the 
church  of  God  in  the  family  of  which  Chrift  was  to  proceed,  ia 
f.ne  time  of  that  great  and  general  defe&ion  of  the  world  of  man- 
kind  that  was  before  the  flood.  The  church  of  God,  in  all  pro. 
liability,  was  fmall,  in  companion  with  the  reft  of  the  world,  frem 
the  beginning  of  the  time  that  mankind  fir  ft  began  fo  multiply  on 
the  face  of  the  earth,  or  from  the  time  of  Cain's  d^fc&ion,  and"  de¬ 
puting  ft'om  among  the  people  of  God  ;  the  time  we  read  of,Genr 
iv.  i6.  et  When  Cain  went  out  from  the  prefence  of  the  Lord, 
and  dwelt  b  the  land  of  Nod  which  being  interpreted,  is  the 
bnJ  of  baniffcment  :  I  lay,  from  this  time  of  Cain':  departure  and 
fepsration  from  the  church  of  God,  it  is  probable  that  she  church 
of  God  was  fmall  in  comparifon  with  the  reft  of  the  weald.  The 
church  feems  to  have  been  kept  up  chiefly  in  the  poftcriiy  of  Seth ; 
for  this  was  the  feed  that  God  appointed  inftcsd  of  Abd ,  whom 
Ca:&  flew.  But  we  cannot  rcafonsbly  fuppofc,  tjut  Scriis  pofte- 
ray  were  one  fiftieth  parrot  the  world  :  <*  For  Adam  was  one 
hundred  and  thirty  years  old  wh cnSeth  was  born,’'  But  CGb^who 
factfis  to  have  been  the  ringleader  of  thole  that  were  not  of  the 
church,  was  Adam's  eideft  child,  and  probably  was  born  focn  after 
the  fall,  which  doubilefs  was  loon  after  Adam’s  creation  ;  fo  that 
there  was  time  for  Cain  to  have  many  Tons  before  Seth  was  born, 
and  befldes  many  other  children,  that  probably  Adam  and  Eve  had 
before  this  time,;  agreeably  to  God's  bkffing  that  he  gave  them, 
whon  he  laid*  *fBc  fruitful,  and  multiply,  andrepknith  the  earth:” 
md  many  of  thefe  children  might  have  children.  The  ftory  of 
Cam  befpre Seth  was  born,  feems  to  reprefent  as  though  there  were 
great  numbers  of  men  on  theearth  :  Gen.  iv,  14.  15.  "  Behold, 
thou  haft  driven  sk  out  this  day  from  the  face  ,of  the  earth  :  and 
from  thy  face  (kali  I  be  hid,  and  I  (hall  be  3  fugitive  and  a  vaga¬ 
bond  in  the  earth  ;  and  h  (hilt  come  to  pafs,  that  every  one  that 
findethtne  flulTfljy  me.  And  the  Lp#d  laid  unto  him,  “  Therefore 
whofoever  flaycth  Gain,  vengeance  fhal!  be  taken  on  him  feven- 
fold-  And  the  Lord  fet  a  mark  upon  Cain  ltd  any  finding  him 
fhould  kill  him/'  And  all  thofe  that  were  then  in  being  when  Seth 
was  born,  mull  be  fuppofed  then  to  ftand  in  equal  capacity  of  mul¬ 
tiplying  their  poftenty  with  him  ;  and  therefore,  as  I  faid  before, 
Sith**  potter  ityw&re  but  a  fmall  part  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  world. 
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Hut  after  the  day3  of  Enos  and  Enoch,  (for  Enoch  was  translated 
before  Enos  died)  ;  I  fay,  afr*  t  'heir  days,  the  church  of  God  great* 
Iy  dimiaifked,  In  proportion  as  multitudes  that  were  of  the  line  of 
£Y/'k,  and  had  been  born  in  the  church  of  God,  fell  away,  and  join- 
ed  with  the  wicked  world,  principally  by  means  of  in  ter  mar  iages 
with  them  :  as  Gen.  vi,  i*  2.  &  4.  *(  And  it  came  to  pals,  when 
men  began  to  multiply  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  and  daughters  were 
born  unto  them,  that  the  forts  of  God  favv  the  daughters  of  men, 
that  they  were  fair  5  and  they  took  them  wives  of  all  which  they 
chofe. — — ^There  were  giants  in  the  earth  in  ikofe  days  ;  and  alfo 
after  that,  when  the  fens  of  God  came  in  unto  the  daughters  o£ 
men,  and  they  bare  children  to  them,  the  fame  became  mighty  men* 
which  were  of  old  men  of  renown.”  By  the  fens  cj  Goa  here,  are 
doubtlcfs  meant  the  children  of  the  church.  It  is  a  denomination 
often  given  them  in  feripture.  They  intermarried  with  the  wick* 
ed  world,  and  fohad  their  hearts  led  a  way  from  God  ;  and  there 
was  a  great  and  continual  defection  from  the  church.  The  church 
oF  God,  that  ufed  to  be  a  reftr ain't  on  the  wicked  world,  diminifti- 
cd  exceedingly,  and  fo  wickednefs  wesson  without  reflraint.  And 
Satan->  that  old  ferpeni  the  devil,  that  tempted  our  firft  parents,  and 
fet  up  himfelf  as  God  of  this  world,  raged  exceedingly  ;  and  eve¬ 
ry  imagination  of  the  thoughts  of  man’s  heart  wag  only  evil  con¬ 
tinually,  and  the  earth  was  fided  with  violence.  It  feeuied  to  be 
deluged  with  wickedaefs  now,  as  it  was  with  water' afterwards  : 
and  mankind  in  general  were  drowned  in  this  deluge  ;  aim  off  ail 
were  f wallowed  up  init.  Now  Satan  made  a  moll  violent  and  po¬ 
tent  attempt  to  (wallow  up  t he  church  of  God  ;  and  'had  aim  oft: 
done  it.  But  yet  God  prefer  ved  it  in  the  mid  ft  of  all  this  Hood  o£ 
wickednefs  and  violence.  1  Ho  kept  it  up  In  that  line  of  which 
Chrift  was  to  proceed.  He  would  not  fuller  It  to  be  deftroysd, 
for  a  blcffing  was  in  it.  The  Lord  the  Redeemer  was  in  thin 
branch  of  mankind,  and  was  afterwards  to  proceed  from  It* 
There  was  a  particular  family  that  was  a  root  in  which  the  great 
Redeemer  of  the  world  was,  and  whence  the  branch  of  righteeuf- 
nefs  afterwards  w&s  to  (hoot  forth.  Therefore, however  the  branches 
were  lopped  off,  and  the  tree  fdeined  to  deftroyed  ;  yet  God  in  she 
midft  of  all  this,  kept  alive  this  rcot,  by  his  wonderful  redeeming 
power  and  grace, fo  that  the  gates  of  hell  could  no?  prevail agaiall  it. 

Thus  I  have  fhovrn  how  God  carried  on  the  great  affair  of  re¬ 
demption  ;  how  the  building  went  on  that  God  began  after  the  fa3!p 
during  this  firft  period  of  the  times  of  the  Old  Teftament,  viz.  from 
the  fall  of  man,  till  God  brought  the  flood  on  the  earth.  And  I 
would  take  rwodee  upon  it,  that  though  the  hiftory  which  Mofcs 
gives  of  the  great  works  of  God  during  that  fpacc  be  very  fhort  ; 
yet  it  h  exceeding  Qoaaprehenfive  and  ioftru&ivs*  It  m?y  alfo  be 
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profitable  for  us  here  to  obferve,  the,  efficacy  of  that  purchafi  of 
redemption  that  had  fuch  great  effedi  even  in  the  oid  world  fo  ma¬ 
ny  ages  before  Chrlft  appeared  bitafelf  to  purchafe  redemption, 
that  his  blood  Should  have  fuch  great  efficacy  fo  long  before  it  vraa 
(bed. 

PART  II. 

From  the  flood  to  the  calling  of  Abraham. 

I  PROCEED  now  to  fhow  how  the  fame  work  was  carried  oa 
through  the  fecund  period  of  the  Old  Teftament,  that  from  th* 
beginning  of  the  flood  till  the  calling  of  Abraham  :  for  though  that 
mighty,  overflowing,  univerfal  deluge  of  waters  overthrew  the 
world  ;  yet  it  did  not  overthrow  this  budding  of  God,  the  work  of 
redemption.  But  ibis  went  on  yet ;  and  inftcad  of  being  over¬ 
thrown,  continued  to  be  built  up,  and  was  carried  on  to  a  further 
preparation  for  the  great  Savieur's  coming  into  the  world,  and 
working  out  redemption  for  hi*  people.  Here, 

I,  The  flood  itfelf  was  a  work  of  God  that  belonged  to  this 
•great  affair,  and  tended  to  promote  it.  AS!  the  great  and  mighty 
works  of  God  from  the  fall  of  man  to  the  end  of  the^  world,  are 
[reducible  to  this  great  work,  and,  if  ften  in  a  right  view  of  them, 
will  appear  as  parts  of  it,  and  fo  many  fteps  that  God  has  taken  in 
order  to  it,  or  as  carrying  it  on  ;  and  doubtlefs  fo  great  a  won,  la 
remarkable  and  univerfal  a  cktaflropbe,  as  the  deluge  was,  cannot 
be  csceptcd.  It  was  a  work  that  God  wrought  in  order  to  it,  as 
thereby  God  removed  out  of  the  way  the  enemies  and  obftacles  of 

it,  that  were  ready  to  overthrow  it.  ,  „  , 

Satan  feemi  to  have  been  in  a  dreadful  rage  juft  before  the  flood, 
and  his  rage  then  doubtlefs,  was,  as  it  always  has  been,  chiefly  »- 
gainft  the  church  of  God  so  overthrow  it ;  and  he  had  fi^ed  «>* 
earth  with  violence  and  rage  again*  it.  He  had  drawn  oyer  as- 
nsoft  all  the  world  to  be  on  his  fide,  and  they  lifted  wider  his  ban¬ 
ner  apainft  CbrS  and  bis  church.  We  read,  that  the  earth  wa» 
filled  with  violence  and  doubtlefs  that  violence  was  chiefly  a- 
o'ainft  the  church,  in  fulfilment  of  what  was  foretold,  l  wU  put 
Lto  between  ,hy  feci  and  her  J"d.  Tbhir  enmity  and  violence 
was  fo  mat,  and  the  enemies  of  the  church  fo  numerous,  the 
whole  world  being  again*  the  church,  that  it  was  come  to  the 
3aft  extremity.  Noah's  reproofs,  and  his  preaching  of  rig  _  ecu  - 
refs,  were  utterly  difregarded.  God’s  fp»>*  had  ‘t,uea  'v!th  * et* 
a  hundred  and  /wen,  y  years,  and  all  in  vain  ; 

ataoS  I. allowed  1>  r«..  <o  bm  b.»  «***  “ 

15mus  as  to  be  confined  to  one  family*  And  there  p 

p-d  of  any  thing  elfc  but  of  their  totally  fwallowmg  up  the  church 

r^iw. 

mot  that  had  the  ble&og  in  it,  or  whence  the  Therefore, 

cccd. 
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Therefore,  God's  deftroying  thofc  enemies  of  the  church  by  the 
flood,  belongs  to  this  affair  of  redemption  •  for  it  one  tb!ng 
that  was  done  in  fulfilment  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  as  it  was  re¬ 
pealed  ?©  Adam  :  **  1  will  put  enmity  between  thee  and  the  wo¬ 
man,  and  between  thy  feed  and  her  feed  ;  it  ihall  bruife  tfay  hcaa.” 
This  deftrutf  ion  was  only  a  deftru^fion  of  the  feed  of  the  fcrpenS 
in  the  midft  of  their  violent  rage  agaiaft  the  feed  of  tho  woman, 
&nd  fo  delivering  the  feed  o£  the  woman  from  them,  wh^n  iu 

utaaoft  peril  by  them#  >  a  ; 

We  read  of  fcarce  any  great  dcftru&ion  of  nations  any  where  la 
Scripture,  but  that  one  main  rcafon  given  for  it  is,  their  enmity 
and  injuries  again#  God’s  church  ;  and  doubtlcfi  this  was  one  miin 
reafon  of  the  deftru&km  of  all  nations  by  the  flood.  The  giants 
that  were  in  tbofe  days,  in  all  likelihood,  got  them'felyci  their  re¬ 
nown  by  their  great  exploit*  again#  Heaven,  and  again#  Chrift 
and  his  church,  the  remaining  fons  of  God  that  hid  not  corrupted 
fihetnfclves. 

We  read,  that  juft  before  the  world  flaall  be  deftroyed  by  fire,  the 
nations  that  are  in  the  four  quarters  of  the  earth,  ibsll  gather  to¬ 
gether  again#  the  church  as  the  fand  of  the  fca,  usd  lb  all  go  up  oa 
the  breadth  of  the  carrh,and  compafs  the  camp  of  the  faints  abcut0 
and  the  beloved  city  :  and  then  fire  (hail  come  down  from  God 
out  of  Heaves,  and  devour  them.  Rev.  xar.  8.  9.  And  it  fee®* 
as  though  there  was  that  which  was  very  parallel  to  it,  juft  before 
the  world  was  deftroyed  by  water*  Therefore  their  deflruffion  wan 
a  work  of  God  that  did  as  much  belong  to  the  work  of  redemption* 
as  the  deftrudf  ion  of  the  Egyptians  belonged  to  the  redemption  of 
the  children  of  Uezd  out  of  Egypt,  or  as  the  deftxufiion  of  Sen¬ 
nacherib’s  mighty  army,  that  had  compared  about  Jcrufekm  to 
deftroy  it,  belonged  to  God's  redemption  of  that  city  from  them. 

By  means  of  this  flood,  all  the  enemies  of  God1*  church,  again# 
whom  that  little  handful  had  no  ftrengtb,  were  fwept  eff  at  once. 
God  took  their  part,  and  appeared  for  them  again#  their  enemies, 
and  drowned  thofe  of  whom  they  had  been  afraid  in  the  flood  of 
water,  as  he  drowned  the  enemies  of  Iff  ad  that  purfued  them  in 
the  Red  fca. 

Indeed  God  could  have  taken  other  methods  to  deliver  his 
church  :  he  could  have  converted  all  the  world  inftead  of  drowning 
it  ;  and  fo  he  could  have  taken  another  method  than  drowning  the 
Egyptian*  in  the  Red  fea*  But  that  is  no  argument,  that  the 
method  that  he  did  take,  was  not  a  method  to  fibow  his  redeeming 
mercy  to  them. 

By  the  wicked  world's  being  drowned,the  wicked, the  enemies  of 
G6d*s  people,  w«rc  difpolTcfled  of  the  earth,  and  the  whole  earth 
givsa  to  Noah  and  his  family  to  poffcf t  in  quiet ;  as  God  made 
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l°0m  ^on'ie  1  [radius  In  Canaan,  by  casing  cut  their  enemies 
from  before  them.  And  God’s  thus  taking  the  pofTeffion  of  the 
cnem-gs  of  the  church,  and  giving  it  all  to  his  church,  w2 g  agree* 
able  to  that  promife  of  the  covenant  of  grace  ;  Pfal  xxrvil  9.  10. 
11  “  For  evil  doeis  (ball  be  cut  oil  :  but  thole  that  w*it  upon  the 
Lord,  they  fu.aU  inherit  tbs  earth.  For  yet  a  little  While  and  the 
wicked  (ball  not  be  :  yea  though  diligently  coo'fi-der  his  pkcp, 
and  it  (hall  not  bs.  Bui  the  meek  fbatl  inherit  the  earth,  and  fhail 
delight  themfelvesjc  the  abundance  of  peace,” 

II.  Another  thing  here  belonging  to  the  fame  work,  wasGocfa  fo 
wonderfully  preferving  that  family  of  which  the  Redeemer  was 
to  proceed,  when  ail  the  red  of  ihe  world  was  drowned.  God’s 
drowning  ibe  world,  and  ffiving  Noah  and  his  family,  both  were 
works  reducible  tu  this  gjeat  work.  The  faying  Noah  and  his 
family  belonged  So  k  two  ways.  As  that  family  was  the  family 
of  which  the  Redeemer  was  to  proceed,  and  as  that  family  was  the 
church  that  he  had  redeemed,  n  was  the  myftical  body  of  Chnft 
shat  was  there  faved.  The  manner  of  God's  faying  Riofe  per  fons 
when  a!!  the  world  bcficks  was  fo  overthrown,  was  very  wonder¬ 
ful  and  remarkable.  It  was  a  wonderful  and  remarkable  type  of 
the  redemption  of  Chrift,  of  that  redemption  thatisfealed  by  the 
baptifm  of  vontx,  md  h  fp  fpoken  of  ir,  the  Hew  TTfumcr.t,  as 
1  Pet.  in,  zq>  21.  “  Which  fome  time  were  difebedkut,  when 


by  water.  The  like  figure  ‘wfcegcunto,  even  bsp tifm,  doth  aifo  cow 
fave  us,  (uot  the  putting  away  of  the  pith  of  the  Hefn,  tut  the  312- 
fwer  of  a  good  conlcien^e  towards  God)  by  the  re  furred  ion  of 
JefusChrilV.”  That  water  that  wailed  away  the  filth  of  the  world, 
*hat  cleared  the  world  of  wicked  men,  was  a  type  of  the  blood  of 
Chrift,  that  t.sjtes  away,  the  ‘jin'  of  the  world.  That  wakcr  that 
delivered  Noah  and  fils  fons  from  their  enemies,  h  a  type  of  the 
blood  that  ddiyersGod's  church  from  flkir  fins,  their  wpr  ft  enemies 
That  water  that  was  fo  plentiful  and  abundant,  that  it  filled  the 
world,  and  reached  above  the  tops  of  the  higheft  mountains,  was  a 
type  of  that  blood,  the  fufccicncy  of  which  is  fo  abundant,  that  i$ 
h  iufFicknt  for  the  whole  world  ;  .  fufficicnt  to  b ary  the  higfceft 
jnounta|n§  of  fin.*,  The  ark,  that  was  the  refuge  and  hiding-place 
of  the  church  in  this  time  of  Form  and  flood',  was  a  type  of  Chrift, 
the  true  hiding  place  ot  <the  church  from  the  Forms  and  floods  of 
God’s  wrath.  • 

111.  The  next' thing  I  would  cbferve  is,  she  new  grant  cf  the 
earth  God  made  to  No^h  and  his  family  immediately  after  the 
flood,  a  founded  on  the  covenant  of  grace.  The  facrificc  eg 
Chiift  was  reprefeated  by  Nosh’s  building  an  alter  to  the  Lord 

offering 
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offering  a  facrifice  of  every  clean  beaft  and  fowl.  And  we  hsve 
account.of  God’*  accepting  this  faerifict :  'and  thereupon  he  bkffed 
Noah,  and  cftabliihed  his  covenant  wjth  him,  and  with  his  feed 

p 

pro anting  to  deftrey  the  earth  in  like  rr.arr  er  no  mote  ;  figRifyihg 
how  that  it  is  by  the  'facrifict  of  Chi i ft  that  Gcd'a  favour  is  ol  tail,* 
ed,  and  his  people  are  in  fa f tty  from  God's  ritf  ro\  irg judgements, 
and  do  obtain  the  blcding  of  the  Lord.  And  God  now  on  occafioa 
pf  this  facafice  that  Noah  offered  toQod,givcs  him  and  hb  poftcrity 
a  new  grant  of  the  earth  ;  a  new  power  of  dominion  over  thccrea^ 
fcurcs,  s*  founded  on  that  facrtficc,  and  fo  founded  on  the  coven¬ 
ant  of  grace.  And  fo  it  is  to  be  looked  upon  as  a  diverfe  grant 
from  that  which  was  made  to  Adam,  that  we  have,  Gen,  i.  28a 
f<  And  God  bldTed  them,  and  God  faid  unto  them,  Re  fruitful, 
and  multiply,  and  replcr.ifh  the  earth,  and  fubduc  it  ;  and  have 
dominion  over  the  fifh  of  the  fca,  and  over  the  fowl  of  the  air,  and 
over  every  living  thing  that  moveth  upon  the  earth."  Which 
grant  was  not  founded  pn  the  covenant  of  grace  ;  for  it  was  .given 
to  Adam  while  he  was  under  the  covenant  of  works,  and  therefore 
was  antiquated  when  that  covenant  ceafed.  The  firft  grant  of  the 
earth  to  Adam  was  founded  op  the  firft  covenant ;  and  therefore, 
when  that  fir  ft  covenant  was  broken,  the  right  conveyed  to  him 
by  that  firft  covenant  was  forfeited  and  loft.  Hence  it  came  to  pafr, 
that  the  earth  was  taken  away  from  mankind  by  the  flood  :  for  the 
ftrft  grant  was  forfeited  ;  and  God  had  never  made  another  af;er 
that,  till  after  the  flood.  If  the  firft  covenant  had  not  been  brcl*. 
en,  God  never  would  have  drowned  the  world,  and  fo  hsve  taken 
h  a  way  from  mankind  :  for  then  the  firft  grant  made  to  mankind 
would  have  ft  cod  good.  But  that  was  broken  ;  and  fo  God  after 
a  while,  deflroyed  the  earth,  when  the  wickednefs  of  man  was  great. 
But  after  the  flood,  on  Noah’s  offering  a  i&cnfict  that  rtprefent- 
cd  the  facrificc  of  Chrift,  God,  in  fir.ejiing  a.  fwcet  favour,  or  ac¬ 
cepting  that  facnfice,as  it  was  a  representation  of  the  true  facrifice 
of  Chrift,  which 'is  a  fwcet  favour  indeed  to  God,  be  give®  Noah 
a  new  grant  of  the  earth,  founded  on  that  facrtficc  of  Chrift,  be 
that  covenant  of  grace  which  it  by  that  facrifice  of  Ghrift,  with  a 
promife  annexed,  that  now  the  earth  fhoulcl  no  more  be  deflroyed, 
titl  the  eon  turn  matron  of  ail  things  ;  35  you  may  fee  in  Gen  viife 
20.  21.  22,  and  chapter  ix,  1.  2*  3.  7.  The  rcafdn  why  fuefi 
§  promife,  that  God  would  no  more  dcflrpy  the  earth,  was  added 
60  this  grant  made  to  Noah,  and  noi  10  t^at  dpade  to  Adam,  ivsj 
Becaufe  this  was  founded  on  the  covenant  of  grace^f  which  Chnft 
was  :he  furety,  and  therefore  could  not  be  broken.  Therefore  it 

1  . 

comes  to  pals  now,  that  though  p,t  wickedncls of  man  has  .dicad- 
fuliy  rsg ed3  and  the  ssxth  been  filled  with  violence  and  wicked* 
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dreadful  and  aggravated  wickednefs  than  the  world  was  full  of  before 
the  floodtbeing  againft  fo  much  greater  light  and  mercy  ;  efpecial- 
ly  in  thefe  days  of  the  gofpel:  yet  God's  patience  holds  out ;  God 
does  not  deftroy  the  earth  ;  his  mercy  and  forbearance  abides  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  protaife  ;  and  his  grant  eftabH&ed  with  Noah  and 
his  fens  abides  firm  and  good,  being  founded  on  the  covenant  of 
grace, 

IV.  On  this  God  renew®  with  Noah  end  his  foes  the  covenant 
of  grace,  Gen.  is.  9,  10.  And  I,  behold, /I  eftabiifh  my  co¬ 
venant  with  you,  and  with  your  feed  after  you,  and  with  every 
living  creature  that  h  with  you/*  &c. ;  which  was  the  covenant  of 
grace  ,  which  even  the  brute  creation  have  this  benefit  of,  that  it 
ffcall  never  be  deftroyed  again  til!  the  confummation  of  all  things. 
When  we  have  this  ex  predion  in  feripture,  my  covenant^  it  com¬ 
monly  is  to  be  underwood  of  the  covenant  of  grace.  '  The  manneg* 
of  exprellion,  <6  I  wilLeftabiiftt  my  covenant  with  you,  and  with 
your  feed  after  you"  fhews  plainly,  that  h  was  2  covenant  already 
in  being,  that  had  been  made  already,  and  .that  Nosh  would  un¬ 
derhand  what  covenant  it  was  by  that  denomination,  viz*  the 
covenant  of  grace, 

V.  God's  difappainting  the  ddign  of  building  the  city  and  to  wet 
of  Babel.  This  work  of  God  belongs  to  the  great  work  of  redemption* 
For  that  buildiig  was  undertaken  in  opposition  to  this  great  build¬ 
ing  of  God  that  we  are  fpeaking  of.  Mens  going  about  to  build 
fuch  a  city  and  tower  was  an  effeft  of  the  corruption  that  mankind 
were  now  foon  fallen  Knto.  Xh is  city  and  tower  was  set  up  in  op® 
pofition  to  the  city  of  God,  as  the  god  that  they  built  it  to,  was 
eheir  pride.  Being  funk  into  a  dlfpofitioo  to  for  fake  the  true  God, 
the  fir  ft  idol  they  fet  up  in  his  room,  was  ihemfeive*,  their  own 
glory  and  fame.  And  as  this  city  and  tower  had  their  foundation 
Said  in  the  pride  and  vanity  of  men,  and  the  haughtinefs  of  theiff 
Enindic  fo  it  was  built  on  a  foundation  exceedingly  contrary  to 
the  nature  of  the  foundation  of  the  kingdom  of  Chrift,  and  his 
redeemed  city,  which  has  its  foundation  laid  in  humility. 

Therefore  God  faw  that  it  tended  to  fruftrate  the  defige  of  that 
great  building  that  was  founded,  not  in  the  haughtinefs  of  men, 
but  thrift's  blood  :  and  therefore  the  thing  that  they  did  difpleafed 
she  Lord,  2nd  he  bafHed  and  confounded  the  defign,  and  did  not 
fuffer  them  to  bring  it  to  pcrfc£Uon  5  as  God  will  frustrate  and 
confound  all  other  buildings,  that  are  fet  up  in  opposition  to  the 
great  building  of  the  work  of  redemption. 

la  the  fccond  chapter  of  ifaiah,  where  the  prophet  is  foretelling 
God's  fetting  up  the  kingdom  of  Cbrift  in  the  world,  he  foretells 
how  God  will,  in  order  to  it,  bring  down  the  haughtinefs  of  men* 

and  how  the  day  of  the  Lord  &ali  be  oa  ivtry  high  tewr,  and 

upoa 
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upon  rocry  fond  wall,  &c.  Chtift’s  kingdom  is  eftablifhed,  by 
bringing  down  every  high  thing  to  make  way  for  itj  z  Cor.  x.  4.  j. 

For  the  weapons  of  our  warfare  are  mighty  through  uod  to  the 
pulling  down  of  ftrong  holds,  calling  down  imaginations,  and 
every  high  thing  that  txaltethitfelfagamft  the  knowledge  of  God,'-’ 
What  is  done  in  a  particular  foul,  to  make  way  for  the  fetting  up 
of  ChrifVa  kingdom,  is  to  deftroy  Babel  in  that  foul. 

They  intended  to  have  built  Babel  up  to  heaven.  That  building 
that  is  the  fubjedl  we  are  upon, is  a  building  that  is  intended  to  be  built 
fo  high,  its  top  (ball  reach  to  heaven  indeed,  as  it  will  to  thehigheft 
heavens  at  the  end  of  the  world, when  it  fhall  be  hoiked:  and  there- 
foreGod  would  not  fuffer  the  building  of  his  cncmiei.that  they  defign 
ed  10  build  up  to  heaven  ia  oppofition  to  it,  to  profper.  If  *.'iey  had 
gone  on  and  profpered  in  building  that  city  and  tower,  it  might; 
have  kept  the  world  of  wicked  men,  the  enemies  of  the  church, 
together,  as  that  was  their  defigw.  They  might  have  remained 
anited  in  one  vaft,  powerful  city  ;  and  fo  they  might  have  been 
too  powerful  for  the  city  of  God,  and  quite  fwallowed  it  up. 

Thit  city  of  Babel  is  the  fame  with  the  city  of  Babylon  ;  fot 
Babylon  in  the  original  is  Babel.  But  Babylon  was  a  .city  that  ia 
always  fpoken  of  in  feripture  as  chiefly  oppofite  to  the  city  of 
God.  Babylon,  and  Jerufalem,  or  Zion,  are  oppofed  to  each 
other  often  both  in  the  Old  Teftament  and  New.  This  city  was  a 
powerful  and  terrible  cnensy  to  the  city  of  God  afterwards,  not® 
withftanding  this  great  cheek  put  to  the  building  of  it  ia  the  begin¬ 
ning.  But  it  might  have  been,  and  probably  would  have  been 
vaftly  more  powerful,  sad  able  to  vex  and  deftroy  the  chutch  of 

God,  if  it  bad  not  been  thus  checked. 

Thus  it  was  in  kindnefi  to  his  church  in  the  world,  and  ia 
profecutioa  of  the  great  defign  of  redemption,  that  God  put  a 
flop  to  the  building  of  the  city  and  tower  of  Babel. 

VI.  The  difperfirsg  of  the  nations,  and  dividing  the  earth  among 

Its  inhabitants,  immediately  after  God  had  caufed  the  building  of 

Babel  to  ceafe.  This  was  done  fo  as  moft  to  fuit  that  great  defign 

of  redemption.  And  particularly,  God  therein  had  an  eye  to  the 

future  propagation  of  the  gofpel  among  the  nations.  They  were 

fo  placed,  the  bounds  of  their  habitation  fo  limited  round  about 

the  land  of  Canaan,  the  place  laid  out  for  the  habitation  of  God's 

people,  as  moft  fuited  the  defign  of  propagating  the  gofpel  among 

them:  Daut.  xxxii.  8.  “When  theMoftHigb  divided  to  the  nation* 

their  inheritance,  when  he  fepsrated  the  fons  of  Adam,  he  fet  the 

bounds  of  the  people  according  to  the  number  of  the  children  of 

Ifrael.”  Afts  xvii.  26.  27.  “  And  hath  made  of  one  blood  all 

nations  of  man,  for  to  dwell  on  all  the  face  of  the  earth,  and  bath 

determined  the  times  before  appointed,  and  the  bounds  of  their 

habitations ; 
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habitations  ;  shat  they  ftsouH  feek  the  Lord,  if  haply  the’ 
fte!  after  him,  and  find  him."  Toe  hud  of  £ah  Wwat  the  aoft • 
conveniently  fituated  of  any  place  in  the  world  for  the  purpofe-  of 
fpreading  the  light  of  the  gofpel  thecce  among  the  nations  in  ge¬ 
neral.  The  inhabited  world  was  chiefly  in  the  Roman  empire  in  ‘ 
the  time*  immediately  after  Cbrift,  which  wa*  in  the  countrie* 
found  about  Jerufakm,  and  fo  properly  fituated  for  the  purpofe  of 
diftufing  the  light  of  the  gofpel  among  them  from  that  place.  The 
devil  feeing  the  advantage  of  tfcia  Situation  of  the  nations  for 
promoting  the  great  work  of  redemption,  and  the  difadvantage  at 
h  with  refpefl  to  the  interefb  of  his  kingdom,  afterward  led  away 
man^  nations  into  the  remoteft  parts  of  the  world,  to  that  end", 
to  get. them  cut  of  tbs  way  of  the  gofpel.  Thus  he  led  tome  into 

America  ;  and  others  into  northern  cold  regions,  that  are  aJmoft 
lhacccfnble*’ 

\  VII#  Anohier  toing  I.  would  rotation  la  ibis  period,  was  Godf# 
preserving  the  true  religion  la  tbs  line  of  which  Cbrlft  was  to  pro¬ 
ved,  when  too  world  In  general  apoftstized  to  idolatry,  tnd  she 
church  wei tin  imminent  danger  of  being  AvaUowed  up  in  the  ge¬ 
neral  corruption.  Although  God  had  lately  wrought  fo  wonderful¬ 
ly  for  the  deliverance  of  hh  church,  and  had  (hewn  fo  great  mercy 
towards  it,  ss  for  its  hks  even  to  defhoy  all  the  reft  cf  the  world  - 
snd  although  he  had  lately  renewed  and  cftahlifhed  his  covenant  of 
grace  with  Noah  and. his  fons  ;  yet  fo  prone  is  the  corrupt  heart  of 
man  to  depart  from  God,  and  to  fink  into  the  depths  of  wickednefs* 
and  foprone  to  'darknefa,  del liflpn,  and  idolatry,  %%  that  the  world 
loon  after  the  flood  fell  rctogrofs  Idolatry  ;  fo  that  before  A  bra* 
fcara  the.  diflemplr  was  become  alcncft  imiverfal.  The  earth  was 
become  very  corrupt  at  the  time  of  the  building  of  Babel  ;  and  e* 
vc n  God’s  people  themfelveS,  even  that  line  of  which  Christ  ivas  t® 
come,  were  corrupted  in  a  meifure  with  Idolatry  :  Joib.  xsiv.  zf 
6i  Your  fathers  dwelt  on  the  other  fide  of  the  flood  in  old  time# 
even  Tcrah  the  father  of  Abraham,  and  the  father  of  Nahor  ;  and 
they  fsrved  other  gods”  The  other  fide  of  the  flood  means  beyond 
the  river  Euphrates,  where  the  ancefrori  of  Abraham  lived. 

We  are  not  to  underftand,  that  they  were  wholly  drawn  off  to 
idolatry,  to  forfake  she  true  God,  For  God  is  (aid  to  be  the  God 
cf  Nabor  :  Gen.  xxxi.  53.  ts  The  God  of  Abraham,  and  the  God 
of  Nabor,  the  God  ot  their  father,  judge  betwixt  us/'  But  they 
only  partook  in  feme  mcafure  of  the  general  and  almofl  uoiverfat 
corruption  efthe  times  ;  is  Solomon  was  in  a  mcafure  infe<fUd 
■with  idolatrous  corruption  p and  as  the  children  of  ffracl  in  Egypt 
are  fa  id  to  ferve  other  gods,  though  yet  there  was  the  true  church 
of  God  among  them  ;  and  83  thefe  were  images  kept  for  a  confl- 
dcrable  time  in  the  family  of  Jacob  ;  the  corruption  being  brought 
fro.®.  P&daa-Ar*a>j  whence  hs  fetched  hil  vivsi. 

This 
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Tbu  wai  the  fecond  time  that  the  church  wai  almoft  brought  to 
nothing  by  the  corruption  and  general  defection  of  the  woild  from 
true  religion.  Hut  riiii  the  true  religion  vy  &  kept  up  in  the  fami¬ 
ly  of  which  Chrift  was  to  proceed.  Which  is  another  itftance  of 
God's  remarkably  prcfsrying  his  church  in  a  time  of  a  general  de~ 
lodge  of  wickedness  ;  sod  wherein,  although  the  god  of  this  world 
raged,  and  had  almoft  f wallowed  up  God  s  thaicb,  yet  God  did 
not  fifffer  the  gates  of  hell  to  prevail  againft  it0 

PART  Ilia 

From  tlie  calling  of  Abraham  to  Moles* 

I  PROCEED  now  to  fhow  how  the  work  of  redemption  Ttse 
carried  oil  through  the  third  period  of  the  times  of  the  Old-Tef- 
tamenf* beginning  with  the  calling  of  Abraham,  and  extending  to 
Mcfst.  Here, 

L  It  pleafcd  God  now  to  feparate  that  perfon  of  whom  Chfift 
was  to  come,  from  the  ref!  of  the  world,  that  his  church  might  be 
upheld  in  his  family  and  poftcrity  till  Chrift  '  fhould  come  ;  as  he 
d  d  in  calling  Abraham  out  of  his  own  country,  and  froto  his  kin¬ 
dred,  to  go  into  a  diftaut  country,  that  God  fhould  fbow  him,  and 
bringing  him  'fir  ft  out  of  Ur  of  the  Chaldees  to  Ghsrran,  and  the  a 
to  the  land  of  Canaan. 

It  was  before  obferved,  that  the  corruption  of  the  world  with  ido¬ 
latry  was  now  become  general;  mankind  werealmoft  wholly  over¬ 
run  with  idolatry  :  God  therefore  faw  it  neceffary,  in  order  to  up¬ 
hold  true  religion  in  the  world,  that  there  fhould  be  a  family  fe« 
parated  from  the  reft  of  the  World.  It  proved  to  be  high  time  to 
take  this  courfe,  left  the  church  of  Chrift  fhould  wholly  be  carried 
away  with  the  apoftafy*  For  the  church  of  God  itfclf,  that  had 
been  upheld  in  the  line  of  Abraham’s  anceftors*  was  already  ccn- 
fiderably  corrupted,  Abraham's  own  Country  and  kindred  had 
*  rrsnft  of  them  fallen  off ;  and  without  feme  extraordinary  interpo* 
At  ion  of  Providence,  in  all  likelihood,  in  a  generation  or  two  more, 
the  true  religion  in  this  line  would  have  been  extin#.  Therefore 
God  faw  it  to  bc'time  to  Call  Abraham,  the  perfon  in  whole  fa¬ 
mily  he  intended  to  uphold  the  true  religion,  out  of  his  own  coun  ¬ 
try,  and  from  his  kindred,  to  a  far  diftant  country,  that  hit  tofts* 
rity  might  there  remain  a  people  feparate  from  all  the  reft  of  the 
world  ;  that  fo  the  true  religion  might  be  upheld  there,  while  man* 
kind  bclidei  were  fw  jllowed  up  in  fiesthenifm. 

The  land  of  the  Chaldees,  that  Abraham  was  called  to  go  cut  of* 
was  the  country  about  B <be!  ;  Babel,  or  Babylon,  was  the  chief 
ciry  of  the  land  of  Chaldea.  Learned  men  fuppofe,  by  what  they 
gather  from  fame  of  the  raoft  ancient  account*  of  things,  that  if 
|B| '  §  E  Wis  , 
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was  in  this  land  that  idolatry  firft  began  ;  that  Babel  and  ChMci 
Were  the  original  and  chief  feat  of  the  worfhip  of  idols,  whence  it 
Spread  into  other  nations.  Therefore  the  land  of  the  Chaldeans, 
or  the  country  of  Babylon,  is  in  feripture  called  the  land  of  gravel 
imaga  ;  a*  you  may  fee,  J-r.  i.  35.  together  with  ver.  38.  A 
f’tord  ii  upon  the  Chaldeans,  faith  the  Lord,  and  upon  the  inhabi¬ 
tant  of  Babylon,  and  upon  her  princes,  and  upon  her  wife  men - 
A  drought  is  upon  her  waters,  and  they  fhall  be  dried  up  ;  for  it  is 
the  land  of  graven  images,  and  they  are  mad  upon  their  idols/' 
God  cash  Abraham  out  of  this  idolatrous  country,  to  a  great  dif- 
tance  from  it.  And  when  he  came  there,  he  gave  him  no  inheri¬ 
tance  in  it,  no  not  fa  much  as  to  fet  hii  foot  oa  ;  but  he  remain¬ 
ed  a  Granger  aui  a  fojourrier,  that  he  and  his  family  might  be 
kept  fsparate  from  all  the  world. 

This  was  a  new  thing  :  God  had  never  taken  luck  a  method  be¬ 
fore.  His  church  had  not  ia  this  manner  bsen  feparated  from  the 
reft  of  the  world  till  now  j  but  were  wont  to  dwell  with  them, with¬ 
out  any  bar  or  fence  to  keep  them  feparate  ;  the  mifehievous  con- 
fequences  of  which  had  been  found  onct  and  again.  The  efie& 
before  the  flood  ofG  jd's  people  living  intermingled  with  the  wick¬ 
ed  world,  w.thout  any  remarkable  wall  of  ftparaiion,  was,  that 
the  font  of  the  church  joined  in  marriage  with  others,  and  thereby 
a «m Oil  all  foon  became  infected,  and  the  church  was  almoft  broT 
to  nothing.  The  method  that  God  took  then  to  fence  the  church 
was,  to  drown  the  wicked  world,  and  fave  the  church  in  the  ark# 
And  now  the  world,  before  Abraham  was  called,  was  become  cor¬ 
rupt  agsin.  But  now  God  took  another  method.  He  did  net 
deftfoy  the  wicked  world,  and  fave  Abraham,  and  his  wife,  and 
Lot,  in  an  ark  ;  but  he  calls  thefc  perfom  to  go  and  live  feparatc 
from  the  reft  of  the  world. 

This  was  a  new  thing,  and  a  great  thing,  that  God  did  toward 
the  work  of  redemption.  This  thing  was  done  now  about  the 
middle  of  the  fpace  of  time  between  the  fall  of  man  and  the  com¬ 
ing  of  Chrift  ;  and  there  were  about  two  thoufand  years  yet  to 
come  before  Chrift  the  great  Redeemer  was  to  come.  But  by  this 
calling  of  Abraham,  the  anesftor  of  Chrift,  a  foundation  was  Lid 
for  the  upholding  the  church  of  Chrift  in  the  world,  till  Cbfift 
fhould  come.  For  the  world  having  become  idolatrous,  there  was 
a  neceffit y  that  the  feed  of  the  woman  fhould  be  thus  feparated  from 
the  Idolatrous  world  in  order  to  shat. 

And  lh  cn  it  was  needful  that  there  fhould  be  a  particular  nation 
fep 'irated  from  the  reft  of  the  world,  to  receive  the  types  sad  pro¬ 
phecies  that  were  needful  to  be  given  of  Chrift,  to  prepare  the  way 
for  his  coming  ;  shat  to  them  might  be  committed  the  oracles  of 
God  5  and  that  by  them  the  hiftory  of  Goa's  great  weeks  of  cr«*. 
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tlon  and  providence  might  be  upheld  ;  and  that  fo  Chrift  might  be 
born  of  this  nation  ;  and  that  from  hence  the  light  of  ihe  gofpel 
might  fhine  forth  to  the  reft  of  the  world.  Thcfe  ends  could  not 
well  be  obtained,  if  God’s  people,  through  all  tbefc  two  thoufand 
years,  had  lived  intermixed  with  the  heathen  world.  So  that  this 
calling  of  Abraham  may  be  looked  upon  as  a  kind  of  a  new  foun¬ 
dation  laid  for  the  vifible  church  of  God,  in  a  more  diftind  and  re* 
gular  ftace,  to  be  upheld  and  built  up  on  this  foundation  from  hence¬ 
forward,  till  Chrift  thould  adually  come,  and  then  through  hiaa 
to  be  propagated  to  all  nations.  So  that  Abraham  being  the  per- 
fon  in  whom  this  foundation  is  laid,  h  reprefented  in  feriptme  a* 
though  he  were  the  father  of  all  the  church,  the  father  of  all  them 
that  believe  ;  *c  it  were  a  root  whence  the  vifibic  church  thence¬ 
forward  through  Chrift,  Abraham’s  root  and  offspring,  rofe  as  a 
tree,  diftinft  from  all  other  plants  ;  of  which  tree  Chrift  wa$ 
the  branch  of  righteoufnef*  ;  and  from  which  tree  after  Chrift 
$at»c,  the  natural  branches  were  broken  off,  snd  the  Gentiles 
were  grafted  into  the  fame  tree.  So  that  Abraham  frill 
remains  the  father  of  the  church,  cr  root  of  the  tree,  through 
Chrift  his  feed.  It  is  the  fame  tree  that  ftourifties  from  that  fmalf 
beginning,  that  was  in  Abraham's  time,  and  has  in  thefe  days  of 
the  gofpel  fpread  its  branches  over  a  great  part  of  the  canh,  and 
will  fill  the  whole  earth  in  due  rime,  and  at  the  end  of  the  world 
fkdl  be  tranfpltmed  from  an  earthly  foil  into  the  paradtfe  of  Qod* 
II.  There  accompanied  this  a  more  particular  and  full  revdati- 
en  and  confirmation  of  the  covenant  of  grace  than  ever  had  been 
before.  There  had  before  this  been,  as  it  were,  two  particular  and 
folemn  editions  or  confirmation*  pf  this  covenant ;  one  st  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  fir  ft  period,  which  was  th^t  whereby  the  covenant 
pf  grace  was  revealed  to  our  firft  parents,  foon  after  the  fall ;  th$ 
other  af  the  beginning  of  the  fccond  period,  whereby  God  fotemn- 
ly  renewed  the  covenant  of  grace  with  Noah  and  his  family  focm 
after  the  flood:  and  now  ther*  is  a  third,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
third  period,  at  and  after  the  calling  of  Abraham.  And  it  now  be¬ 
ing  much  nearer  the  time  of  the  coming  of  Chrift  than  when 
covenant  of  grace  wss  firft  revealed,  it  being,  as  it  was  hid  before, 
-coat  half  way  between  the  fall  and  the  coming  of  Chrift,  the  reve* 
htion  of  the  covenant  now  was  much  more  full  then  any  that  had 
been  before.  The  covenant  was  now  more  particular!)  revealed. 
It  was  now  revealed,  not  only  that  Chrift  fhould  be  ;  but  it  wa* 
revealed  to  Abraham,  that  he  Ihould  be  his  feed  ;  and  it  was  now 
promifed,  that  ail  the  families  of  the  earth  fhouid  be  bbffcd  in 
him.  God  was  much  in  the  promifes  of  this  to  Abraham,  Tr$ 
ftfft  premifg  was  when  he  firft  called  him,  Gen.  xii.  2.  "  And 

1  wiW  mak*  of  fbc«  2  nation,  and  I  will  blefs  tfeec  and  make 
thy  name  great  •,  and  thou  fiulibe  a  MsUing,"  Aga  in  the  fame  pro, 
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Knife  was  renewed  after  he  came  into  she  land  of  Canssn,  chap.xui 
14.  &c.  The  covenant  was  again  renewed!  after  Abraham  had  re¬ 
ined  from  the  (laughter  of  the  kings,  chap.  xv.  5.6.  Again 
0fter  his  offering  up  Jfeac,  chap.  xxii.  t6,  17.  18. 

In  this  renewal  of  the  covenant  of  grace  with  Abrshr^m,  feveral 
particulars  concerning  that  covenant  were  revealed  more  fully  than 
ever  hid  been  before  5  not  only  that  Chrift  was  to  be  of  Abraham’s 
feed,  but  alf  >,  the  calling  of  the  Gentiles  ,  and  the  bringing  all  nati¬ 
ons  ir .to  the  church,  that  all  the  families  of  fcbe  earth  were  to  be 
bleffel,  was  now  made  known.  And  then  the  great  condition  of 
the  cove  unt  of  grace,  which  U  faith,  was  now  more  fully  made 
known.  Gen.  xv,  §6*  And  he  faid  unto  him.  So  fhall  ihy 
feed  be.  And  Abraham  believed  God,  and  it  was  counted  unto 
bim  for  righteoufnefa.”  Which  is  much  taken  notice  of  m  the 
New  Fella rnent  as  that  vyhenee  Abraham  was  called  She  father  of 
§hcrct  that  believe. 

As  there  was  now  a  further  revelation  of  the  covenant  of  grace* 
io  there  was  a  further  confirmation  of  it  by  fe  a  Is  and  pledges,  shea 
€ver  hid  been  before  as,  particularly,  God  did  now  inftitute  a 
cert  An  facramcnt?to  be  a  fkady  feal  of  this  covenant  in  the  vifibfe 
church,  sill  Chrift  fbould  come,  viz,  circumci^o^  Circumcifioa 
was  a  feal  of  this  covenant  of  grace,  as  appears  by  she  firft  infti- 
turion,  £3  wz  have  '<&  account  of  it  in  the  17th  chapter  of  pencils. 
It  there  appears  to  be  a  feal  of  that  covenant  by  whiphGod  pro  mi  fed 
So  make  Abraham  a  father  of  many  nations,  as  appears  by  the  5th 
vtrfe,  compared  with  the  9th  and  soth  verfes.  We  are  exprcsfly 
fiaught,  th  it  it  vyas  a  feal  of  the  rightcoufisefs  of  fsfth,  aoih.  4* 
Speaking' of  Abraham,  the  apofllc  fays,  “  he  received  the  figa  of 
circumckion,  a  feal  of  the  righjteoufnefs  of  faith.*9 

As  I  obferved  before,  God  called  Abraham,  that  hit  family  and 
posterity  might  be  kept  feparaic  from  the  rest  of  the  world,  till 
Chrift  th ould  come,  which  Go d  few. so  be  neeeffary  on  the  fore- 
m.mtio-:cd  account*.  And  thb  fecrament  was  the  principal  wall 
of  isparation  ;  it  chicly  diftinguiihcd  Abraham's  feed  from  the 
world,  and  kept  up  a  dtiiia&ion  and  reparation  more  than  any 
Other  particular  observance  whatfover. 

Btfidei  ihis,  there  were  other  oceafional  feali,  pkdgei,  and  con¬ 
firmations,  that  Abraham  had  of  this  covenant  ;  as,  particularly, 
God  gave  Abraham  a  remarkable  pledge  pf  the  fulfilment  of  the 
pro.nife  he  bad  made:  him,  in  his  victory  over  Chedorhomer  and 
the  kings  that  were  with  him.  Chedorlaomcr  feems  to  have  beta 
a  great  emperor,  that  reigned  over  a  great  part  of  the  world  at  that 
«fey  ;  and  though  he  had  h  *  feat  at  Elam,  which  wai  not  much  if 
smv  ihing  fhort  of  a  thouf  nd  mile*  diftant  from  the  land  of  Canaan, 
yet  he  extended  his  empire  fo  to  reign  over  many  parti  of  the 

fend  of  Canaan,  as  appear*  bj  s.iv«  4V  5%  6,  7*  11 *•  %* 
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pofed  by  Earned  men,  that  he  was  a  king  of  the  A  (Tyrian  empire 
sit  that  day,  which  had  been  before  begun  by  Nimrod  at  Babel.  As 
it  was  the  honor  of  king#  in  thofc  day#  to  build  new  cities  to  be 
made  tbs  feat  of  their  empire,  ss  appears  by  Gen.  X.  io.  II.  12,  ; 
fo  it  ia  conjeftarcd,  that  he  had  gone  forth  and  built  him  a  city  ii* 
Elam,  and  made  that  his  feat  ;  and  that  thofc  other  kings,  who 
came  with  him,  were  his  deputies  in  the  fever*!  cities  and  countries 
where  they  reigntd.  But  yet  as  mighty  an  empire  at  he  had,  an4 
as  gicst  an  i rmy  as  he  now  came  with  into  the  land  where  Abraham 
was,  yet  Abraham,  only  with  his  trained  fervants,  that  were  born 
in  hit  own  houfe,  conquered,  fubdued,  and  baiilcd  this  mighty 
emperor,  and  the  kings  that  came  wtth  him,  and  all  their  army* 
This  be  received  of  God  as  a  pledge  of  what  he  had  premised,  v*z. 
The  victory  that  Cbrift  his  feed  (bould  obtain  over  the  nations  of 
the  earth,  whereby  he  ihould  poffcfs  the  gates  of  his  enemies.  It 
h  plainly  fpoken  of  as  fueh  in  the  41(1  of  Ifaiab.  In  that  chapter 
it  foretold  the  future  glorious  vi&ory  the  church  (hall  obtain  ovef 
the  nations  of  the  world  ;  as  you  may  fee  sn  the  ifk,  soth ,  and  15  th 
verfes,  &c.  But  here  this  victory  of  Abraham  over  fuch  a  great 
emperor  and  his  mighty  forces,  is  fpoken  of  as  a  pledge  and  earn eft 
cf  this  victory  of  th&  church,  as  you  may  fee  in  zd  and  3d  verfes, 
gi  Who  raifed  up  the  righteous  man  from  the  cad,  called  him  to 
hi*  foot,  gave  the  nations  before  him, and  made  him  rule  over  king*  ^ 
He  gave  them  si  the  duft  to  his  fword,  and  as  driven  ftubble  to  hi* 
bow.  He  purfued  them,  and  paired  fafely  5  hy  the  way  that 
be  had  not  gone  with  his  feet/8 

Another  remarkable  confirmation  Abraham  received  of  the  cove¬ 
nant  of  grace,  was  when  he  returned  from  the  (laughter  of  the  kings; 
whenMeichifedec  the  king  of  Salem, he  the  prieft  of  tbeMoft  High 
God,  that  great  type  of  Chrift,  met  him,  and  blefled  him,  and 
brought  forth  bread  and  wine.  The  bread  and  wine  kgntfied  the 
farxe  blc flings  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  that  she  bread  and  wine 
docs  in  the  facrament  of  the  Lord's  tapper.  So  that  as  Abraham 
had  a  feat  of  the  covenant  in  circumcifion  that  v*as  equivalent  to 
bapjifm,  fo  now  he  had  a  fcal  of  it  equivalent  to  the  Lord  s  tapper. 
Mclchifedec’s  coming  to  meet  him  with  fuch  a  feal  of  the  covenant 
of  grace,  on  the  occAion  cf  this  victory  of  his  over  the  king*  o* 
the  north,  confirms,  that  the  vi&ory  was  a  pledge  of  God's  fulfil¬ 
ment  of  the  fame  covenant ;  for  that  is  the  mercy  that  Melchifcdec 
with  his  bread  and  wine  takes  notice  of  ;  as  you  may  fcc  by 
what  be  fays  in  Gen.  siv.  19.  20. 

Another  confirmation  that  God  gave  Abraham  of  the  covenant 
of  grace,  was  the  vifion  that  he  had  in  the  deep  deep  that  tab  upo» 
kirn,  of  the  fmoking  furnace,  and  burning  lamp,  that  paffed  be- 

Iwcca  the  parts  of  ;hj  facrifcej  as  lathe  la$tsr  past  of  the  15th 
*  v  '  \  “  $aytsr 
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chapter  of  Generis.  The  facrifice,  as  all  facrifiets  do,  Signified  the 
facrifiee  of  Ghnft,  The  fmoking  furnace  that  paffed  through  the 
aaidft  of  that  facrifice  firft,  fignified  the  fcffeiiogs  of  Chrift.  But 
the  burning  lamp  that  followed,  which  fcone  with  a  clear  briefct 
light,  figatfies  the  glory  that  followed  Cbrifl's  fufferings,  and  was 
procured  by  them.  -  5 

Another  remarkable  pledge  that  God  gave  Abraham  of  the  ful- 
8im?nt  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  was  hia  giving  of  the  child  of 
whom  Ccrift  was  to  come,  inhii  old  age.  This  is  fpcken  of  a* 
fuch  in  feripture  ;  Hcb.  si.  u.  j*.  and  alfo  Rom.  iv.  18  See. 

,  Again,  anotoc,  remarkable  pledge  that  God  gave  Abraham  of 
the  fulfilment  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  was  his  ddivcrfi  g  lfaac, 
sfter  he  was  laid  upon  the  wood  of  the  facrifice  to  be  flain  Tbie 
was  a  confirmation  of  Abraham's  faith  in  the  premife  that  God 
fe«?d  msvie  of  QhtiS,  that  he  Should  be  of  ifaac's  pofterity  j  and  was 
s  reprefen tatian  of  the  refurreftion  of  Chrift  ;  as  you  may  fee,  Heb. 
si,  jy.  iS.  itj.  And  becaufc  this  was  given  as  a  confirmation  of 
the  covenant  of  grace,  therefore  God  renewed  that  covenant  with 
Abraham  ot)  this  occafion,  as  you  may  fee,  Gen.  yxiv,  15.  &c. 

Thus  you  fee  how  much  more  fujly  the  covenant  of  grace  was 
sevealed  and  confirmed  in  Abraham's  time  than  ever  it  had  been 
before  ;  by  means  of  which  Abraham  feems  to  have  had  a  more 
clear  undemanding  and  fight  of  Chrift  the  great  Redeemer,  and  the 
future  things  that  were  to  be  accompliftied  by  him,  than  any  of  the 
fsints  that  had  gone  before.  Therefore  Chrift  takes  notice  of  it, 
that  Abraham  rejoiced  to  fee  his  day,  and  he  faw  it  anti  was  glad] 
John  viit.  5  great  an  advance  did  it  pfcafcGod  now  to  make  inj 
this  building,  which  he  had  been  carrying  on  from  the  beginning 
of  the  world.  « 

Iif.  The  nest  thing  that  I  would  tike  notice  of  here,  is  God’s 
preferving  the  patriarchs  for  fo  long  a  time  in  tho  midfi  of  the 
wicked  inhabitants  of  Canaan,  and  from  ail  other  enemies.  The 
patriarchs  Abraham,  ifaac,  sad  Jacob,  were  thofe  of  whom  Chrift 
was  to  proceed  ;  and  they  were  now  feparated  from  the  world,  that 
in  themhl*  church  might  be  upheld.  Therefore, in  prefervir^j  them, 
the  great  defign  of  redemption  was  upheld  and  carrricd  on.  He 
preserved  them,  and  kept  the  inhabitants  of  the  land  where  they  fo« 
journed  from  deft  toying  them  ;  which  was  a  remarkable  difpesfa- 
tion  of  providence.  For  the  inhabitants  of  the  land  were  at  that 
day  exceeding  wicked,  though  they  grew  more  wicked  afterwards. 
This  appea'i  by  Gen.  xv.  16,  “  In  the  fourth  generation  they 
fhall  come  hither  again  ;  for  theiniquity  oi  the  Caaaanites  is  not 
yet  full  :  A*  much  as  to  fay.  Though  it  be  very  great,  yet  it  is 

not  ye!  full.  Their  great  wickednefs  alfo  appears  by  Abraham  ?a4 
IfaiS’s  a^sriion  to  their  children  marrying  any  of  the  daughter*  of 
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ihefand.  Abraham,  when  he  was  old,  could  nor  be  content  till 
be  bad  made  bis  fsrvint  swear  that  he  would  not  take  a  wife  for  hi* 
fon  of  the  daughters  of  the  land.  And  Ifaas  and  Rebecca  wers 
content  to  fend  away  Jacob  to  fo  great  a  diftance  as  Padan  - Araxn 
to  take  him  a  wife  thence.  And  when  Efau  married  feme  of  the 
daughter*  of  the  land,  we  are  told,  that  they  were  a  grief  of  mind 
to  Ifaac  ind  Rebecca. 

Another  argument  of  their  great  wickcdncfs,  ij  the  inflanse  nr« 
ba%^e  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  Adraah  and  Zeboim,  which  were 
fouae  of  the  cities  of  Canaan  though  they  were  probably  diftia- 
gulfoingly  wicked. 

They  being  thus  wicked,  were  likely  to  have  the  mo  A  bitter  en« 
mity  sgiihfl  theft  holy  men  :  agreeable  to  what  was  declared  at 
firft,  “  I  will  put  enmity  between  thee  aad  the  woman,  and  be¬ 
tween  thy  feed  and  her  feed,”  Their  holy  lives  were  a  continual 
condemnation  of  their  wickednefs.  Bcfides,  it  could  not  be  other- 
wife.  but  »hai  ihey  mufi  be  much  in  reproving  their  wickedneff9 
as  we  fi  id  Lot  was  in  Sodom  ;  who,  we  are  told,  vexed  his  right- 
«ou*  foul  with  their  unlawful  deed*,  and  was  a  preacher  of  right- 
coufncfs  to  tfccao. 

They  were  the  more  expofed  to  them,  being  ft  rangers  and  fojour- 
sen  In  the  land,  and  having  no  inheritance  there  as  yet.  Men 
are  more  apt  to  find  fault  with  ftrangers,  aad  be  irritated  by  any 
thing  ia  them  that  offend*  them,  as  they  were  with  Lot  in  Sodom. 
He  very  gently  reproved  their  wickednefs  ;  and  they  fay  upon  it, 
*'  This  fellow  came  in  to  fejourn,  and  he  will  needs  be  a  ruler  and 
a  judge  and  tbe.tened  what  they  would  do  to  him. 

But  Gid  wonderfully  preferred  Abraham  and  Lot,  Ifaac  and 
Jrcob,  and  their  families,  amongft  them,  though  they  were  few  in 
number,  and  they  might  quickly  have  deftroyed  them  ;  which  is 
takei  notice  of  as  a  wonderful  inftanee  of  God’s  preferring  merey 
toward,  his  church,  Pfal.  cv.  12.  Sec.  "  When  they  were  but  few 
men  in  number  ;  yea,  very  few,  and  ftrsngers  in  it.  When  they 
went  from  one  nation  to  another,  from  one  kingdom  to  another 
people.  He  fuff  red  no  man  to  do  them  wrong ;  yet,  he  reproved 

tags  for  their  fakes,  faying, Touch  not  mine  anointed,  and  do  my 
prophet,  no  harm.”  3 

This  prefervation  was  in  feme  inftanees  efpeciaiiy  very  remark¬ 
able  i ;  thole  inftanee,  that  we  have  an  account  of,  wherein  the  peo- 
pie  of  the  land  were  greatly  irritated  and  provoked  ;  as  they  were 
by  Simeon  and  Levi’,  t  eatment  of  the  Shtchemites,  as  you  may 
fee  in  Gen.  «rtv,  30.  ire.  God  then  finitely  preferred  Jacob 
n  1,  amt  y,  reft,  mg  the  provoked  people  by  an  unufual  ter¬ 
ror  on  *  cir  minds,  as  you  may  fee  in  Gtn.  mr.  5.  **  And  the 
terror  of  God  wa,  upon  the  cities  that  were  round  about  them,  and 
dtd  001  purfuc  aftet  the  fons  of  Jacob.*'  God  a 
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God's  prefcnrir.g  them,  not  only  from  the  Ganaanifes,  is  her* 
to  be  taken  noiice  of,  but  hi§  preferving  them  from  all  other*  that 
intended  mifebief  to  them  ;  as  his  preferving  Jacob  and  his  com¬ 
pany, when  purfyed  by  Laban,  full  of  rsge,andadifpofition  to  over¬ 
take  him  as  an  enemy  :  God  met  him,  and  rebuked  him  and  laid 
to  him,  *'  Take  heed  that  thou  fpeak  not  to  Jacob  either  good  or 
bad*'*  How  wonderfully  did  he  alfo  preferve  him  from  Efau  his 
brother,  when  he  came  forth  with  an  army,  with  a  full  defigs 
cut  him  off  S  how  did  God  in  anfwcr  to  his  prayer,  when  he  wreft* 
led  with  Chsi ft  at  Penuel,  wonderfully  turn  E'a.u’i  heart,  and  make 
him,  inflead  of  meeting  him  as  an  enemy  with  Daughter  snd  de- 
£tru£Uon,  to  meet  him  as  a  friend  and  brother,  doing  him  no  harm! 

Thus  were  this  handful,  this  little  root  that  had  the  blifnng  of 
the  Redeemer  in  it,  prefer ved  in  the  roidft  ©f  enemies  snd  danger?, 
which  was  not  unlike  to  the  preferring  the  ark  in  the  midft  cf  the 
trempefluous  deluge* 

IV.  The  nest  thing  I  Would  mention  is,  the  awful  dmruvfiion  of 
Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  and  the  neighbouring  cities.  This  tended 
to  promote  the  great  defign  and  work  that  io  the  fubje&  of  my  pre¬ 
fect -undertaking,  two  ways.  It  did  fo,  ss  it  tended  powerfully  to 
retrain  the  inhabitants  of  the  land  from  injuring  theft  holy  Gran¬ 


gers  that  God  hid  brought  to  fojourn  among#  them.  Lot  was  one 
©f  thofe  fir  angers  5  he  came  into  the  land  with  Abrahsm ;  and 
Sodom  w:s  deftroyed  for  their  abufive  difrtgasrd  of  Lot, the  preach- 
er  of  righteoufnefa,  that  God  had  lent  among  them..  And  theft 
ddtru&ian  e»mc  ju#  upon  their  committing  a  c.oft  injurious  and 
abominable  infult  on  Lot,  snd  the  /hangers  that  were  come  into  hh 
houfe,  eventhefe  angels,  whom  they  probably  took  to  be  fottit  of 
Lot’s  former  acquaintance  come  from  the  country  that  be  esme 
from,  to  vifit  him.  They  ip  a  000ft  outrageous  manner  befetLot  a 
houfe,  intending  a  monftrous  abufe  and  add  of  violence  on  shofe 
Grangers  that  were  come  fchkhcr,  and  threatening  zo  ferve  Lot 
worfe  than  them. 

But  in  the  midft  of  this  God  fmots  them  with  blindneis  5 


the  next  mom  in  g  the  city  and  the  country  about  it  was  overthrown 
In  a  molt  terrible  ftortn  of  fire  arrd  brimflone  ;  which  dreadful  de- 
frudion,  as  it  was  in  the  fight  ®f  the  reft  of  the  Inhabitants  of  tne 
land,  therefore  greatly  tended  to  reftrain  them  from  hurting  thofe 
holy  Grangers  any  more  ;  donbtlefs  ftruck  a  dread  and  terror  on 
their  minds,  and  made  them  afraid  to  hurt  them,  an  *  probably 
was  one  principal  means  to  retrain  them,  and  preftrve  the  patri¬ 
archs.  And  when  that  rcafon  is  given  why  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Sand  did  not  purfuc  after  Jtcob,  when  they  were  fo  provoked  by 
the  dc$ru£Uon  of  the  Shechcanitei,  viz.  ,tf  that  the  terror  of  the 

Lord  was  upon  them.’*  it  i*  very  probable,  that  this  was  a  taeror 

that 
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was  fet  h^me  upon  them.  They  remembered  the  crazing  tic- 
f! fusion  of  Sodom,  and  the  chics,  cf  the /lain,  .that  came  ipoa 
them,  upon  thtirx  abufivs  treatment  of  Lot,  and  fo  durft  ne  t  hurt 
Jscob  ar>  i  hi?  family,  though  they  were  fo  much  provoked  to  it. 

Another  way  tbit  this  awful  deftruftion  tended  to  promote  this 
great  aifair  of  redemption,  was,  that  hereby  God  did  remarkably 
exhibit  ihc.  terrors  ot  ibis  law,  to  make  men  fenfibie  o*  S&cir  need 
of  redeeming  mercy.  The  work  of  redemption  never  was  can  ed 
on  without  , this.  The  law,  from  the  beginning,  is  made  ufs  o i  as 
a  fchoot- master  to  bring  men  to  Chrift. 

But  under  the  Oid  Tciiaaaent  there  was  much  mere  need  of  foots 
extraordinary,  vifiblc,  and  fenfibl*  manifestation  of  God's  wrath 
again#  fin,  than  in  the  days  ot  the  gofpel  ;  lines  a  future  ft  ate,  and 
the  eternal  mifery  of  hell,  is  more ''deafly  revealed,’  and  finer  th® 
awful  juftice  of  God  againft  the  fins  of  men  has  been  fo  wonderful¬ 
ly  difplayed  in  the  fuffkringj  of  Chrift*  Therefore  the  revelation 
that  G  d  gave  of  himfelf  in  tbofe  day*,  tifed  to  be  accompanied 
with  much  more  terror  than  it  is  in  thefe  days  of  the  gofpel.  So 
when  God  appeared  at  Mount  Sinai  to  give  the  law,  it  with 
thunders  *nd  lightning?,  and  a  thick  cloud,  and  the  voice  of  the 
trumpet  exceeding  loud-  But  fame  external,  awful  m  -niftftatioriS 
of  God's  wrath  againft  fin  were  on  feme  accounts  efpecUiiy  D*ccf- 
f*r y  before  the  giving  cf  the  law  :  and  therefore,  before  the  flood, 
the  terrors  of  the  law  handed  down  by  tradition  from  Adam  fenced* 
Adam  lived  nine  hundred  and  thirty  years  hieafof,  to  tell  the 
church  of  God's  awful  threatenings  denounced  in  the  covenant 
made  with  him, and  how  dreadful  the  eonfequenee*  of  the  fall  were,, 
as  he  was  an  eyc-witneff  and  fubjedl  ;  and  others,  that  converfcd 
with  Adam,  lived  til!  the  flood.  And  the  deflru6Hoo  of  the  wc/  d 
fey  the  flood  ferved  to  exhibit  the  terrors  of  the  law,  ar.d  msriifeft 
the  wrath  ofGod  again/l  fin  ;  and  foto  make  me®  fenfibk  of  ti  c 

jbfolute  ncccflky  of  redeeming  mercy.  And  fosne  that  faw  tic 
flood  were  alive  in  Abraham’s  time. 

.But  this  was  now  in  a  great  zneifure  forgotten  ;  now  therefore 
God  was  plea  fed  again,  in  a  moft  amazing  manner  to  dhow  h  rB 
wrath  a  g  o  s  n  IT  fin,  in  the  deflru&ion  of  thefe  cities  ;  which  wai  after 
fucb  a  manner  at  to  be  the  liveliefi:  im?ge  of  hell  of  any  th hr p  haS 
ever  had  been  ;  and  therefore  the  apoftle  luck  fays,  "  They  fkflfer 
the  vengeance  of  etereal  fire,*’  Jude  7  God  rained  Oormt  of  fire 
and  brim  done  upon  them.  The  way  that  they  were  deftrpyed  pro- 
feebly  was  by  thick  flalhe*  of  lightning.  The  (beams  brimffon© 
were  fo  thick  as  to  burn  up  ill  thefe  chk*  ;  fo  that  they  perifbsd  in 
the  dames  o(  divine  wrath.  By  this  be  fecn  the  drtidful 

wrath  of  God  agtinft  the  ungodlincfst  and  unrlghteoufne  fs  of  men  5 
which  tended  to  (how  men  the  &^c$f£ty  of  redemption,  %ud  fo  ts 
fromote  tbit  gnu  work. 

?  Vi 
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V.  Sod  again  renewed  and  confirmed  the  covenant  of  grace  n 
If.ac  and  to  Jamb,  H.  did  fo  to  Ifa.e,  „  vOU  mi*  fee  Gen 

\  "  A  ,d  1  wiI1  p£rf<3rm  the  oath  which  l  fwar’e  unto 
Abraham  thy  father  ;  and  I  will  mak,  thy  feed  to  multiply  a.  the 

W‘il  S'Ve  Un,°  thy  fccd  a11  thefe  count,  ie.  ; 
*nd  in  thy  feed  flull  ail  the  nationi  of  the  earth  be  bh  fled  "  After* 
wardi  it  was  renewed  and  confirmed  to  Jacob  ;  fiift  in  |  f  ’sc',  y ef. 

ng  of  him,  wherein  he  afled  and  fpoke  by  extraordinary  divine 
direction.  In  that  bleffing,  the  blelfingi  of  the  covonaat  oi  grace 
were  eftablilhed  wiihjaeob  and  hi.  feed  ;  a.  Gen.  sxvii  to.  <•  Let 
people  ferve  thee,  and  nationi  bow  down  to  thee  ;  be  lord  ever  thy 
brethren,  and  let  thy  mother ’«  fpn*  bow  down  to  thee  :  Cur  fed 
bj  every  one  that  curfcth  thee,  and  bleiTed  be  he  that  bleffeth 
thee.  Therefore  Efau,  in  miffing  of  thij  bleffing,  miffed  oi  being 
btejicd  a z  an  heir  of  the  benefit!  of  the  covenant  of  grace* 

Tbii  covenant  was  again  renewed  and  confirmed  to  Jacob  at 
Itathcl,  in  hit  vifion  of  the  ladder  that  reached  to  heaven  ;  which 
Sadder  was  a  fymbo!  of  the  way  of  falvation  by  Chrift.  For  thf 
front  that  Jacob  refted  on  wa»  a  tyc  of  Chrift,  the  ftone  of  Sfrael, 
which  the  fpiriiual  Ifrael  or  Jacob  reft*  upon  ;  as  h  evident, becaufs 
thil  Hone  wai  on  tbs#  occafion  anointed,  and  was  made  ufe  of  at  a* 
alter.  But  we  kn ^  that  Chrift  is  the  anointed  of  God,  and  is  th* 
only  true  alur  of  God.  While  Jacob  was  refting  on  this  ftone,  and 
fair  this  ladder,  God  appears  to  hicn  as  his  covenant  God,  and  re¬ 
new*  the  covenant  of  grace  with  him  ;  as  inGeis.  zxviii.  14.  “And 
thy  feed  ih  dl  be  u  the  dud  of  the  earth ;  and  thou  (halt  fpread  abroad 
to  the  weft,  and  to  the  eaft,  and  to  the  north,  and  to  the  foutk  ;  and 
In  thee  and  in  thy  feed  fhall  all  the  families  of  the  earth  be  blelled." 

Jacob  had  another  remarkable  confirmation  of  this  covenant  at 
Pcnuel,  where  he  wreftlcd  withGod,  and  prevailed;  whereCknft  ap¬ 
peared  to  him  in  a  human  form,  in  the  form  of  shat  nature  which  he 
was  afterwards  to  receive  into  aperfonal  union  with  hit  divine  nature* 
God  renewed  hi#  covenant  with  him  again,  after  he  was  come 
cut  of  Padan-aram,  and  wai  come  up  to  Bethel,  to  the  ftone  that 
he  had  refted  on,  and  where  he  had  the  vifion  of  the  ladder  ;  a* 
you  may  fee  in  Gea*  xxxv.  10,  &c. 

Thus  the  covenant  of  grace  wai  now  often  renewed,  much  oftenef 
than  it  had  been  before.  The  light  of  the  gofpel  now  began  to  thins 
iBuch  brighter,  at  the  time  drew  nearer  that  Chrift  /hould  come. 

VI.  The  next  thing  I  would  obferve,  is  God's  remarkably  prc« 
ferving  the  family  of  which  Chrift  was  to  proceed  from  periling 
by  famine,  by  the  inftrumentality  of  Jofcph.  When  there  wa*  * 
ftven-year*  famine  approaching,  God  was  pleafed,  by  1  wonderful 
providence,  to  fend  Jofcph  Into  Egypt,  there  to  provide  for,  and 
feed  Jacob  and  his  family,  and  to  keep  the  holy  feed  alive,  which 
other  wife  would  have  periflted*  Jofcph  wa*  feat  into  Egypt  fog- 

that 
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tfcat  end,  si  he  obfeivei,  Gen.  1.  *0.  "  Rut  a»  for  you,  ye  thought 
evil  agaiuft  ®c ;  t rut  Q^d  meant  it  unto  good,  to  favc  much  people 
alive. M  How  often  nad  ihii  holy  root,  that  hid  the  future  branch 
of  righteoufnefi,  the  glorious  Redeemer,  in  b,  been  in  danger  of 
bemg  destroyed  1  But  God  wonderfully  prefeivtd  it. 

This  falvation  of  the  houie  of  lfracl  by  the  band  o  J  feph,  vrm 
upon  fome  accounts  very  much  a  rtfcmblance  of  the  falvation  of 
Chitft.  The  chiliren  of  Ifrael  «erc  fivcd  by  Jofcph  their  kinfmae 
and  btothcr,  from  pcrifhir  g  by  fanzine  ;  be  that  f^vci  the  fouls 
of  the  fpirituil  Ifra-i  from  fpiritual  famine  ia  their  near  kinfman, 
and  one  that  ia  not  afhamed  to  call  them  brethren,  Jofcph  was  ts 
brother,  that  they  bad  hated,  and  fold,  as  it  taeie  killed  §  fot 
they  h^d  designed  to  kill  him  So  Chi  ill  is  one  that  wc  naturally 
bate,  and,  by  our  wicked  live*,  have  fold  for  the  vain  things  of 
the  world,  and  that  by  our  fius  wc  have  flain.  Jofeph  was  ft* ft  in 
a  ftatc  of  humiliation  ;  be  was  a  ftMrant,  as  Chrifl  appeared  in  ths 
form  of  a  fervant  \  and  then  was  caft  into  a  dungeon,  as  Cbrilk 
defeended  into  thegrsve  ;  and  then  when  herofe  out  of  the  dungeon^ 
fee  was  in  a  ftatc  of  great  ex illation,  at  the  king  s  right-hand  as  his 
deputy,  to  reign  over  all  hi*  kingdom,  to  provide  food,  to  preferve 
life  ;  and  being  in  this  ftate  oi  exaltation,  he'di-fpenfes  food  to 
bis  brethren,  and  fo  give*  them  life  ;  as  Cbrtft  was  esslted  at  God’s 
fight  hand  to  be  a  prince  and  faviour  to  his  brethren,  arid  received 
gifts  for  men,  even  for  the  rebellious#  md  them  that  hated,  and 
bad  fold  him. 

VII.  After  this  there  wa»  s  prophecy  given  forth  of  Chrifl,  o& 
Come  accounts, more  particular  than  eve?  any  had  been  before,  eveia 
that  whfeh  was  in  J  -cob'*  blcffing  bis  fon  Judah/  This  was  mom 
particular  than  eve?  any  bad  been  before,^  it  fhowed  of  whofe  pof* 
eerily  he  was  to  be  When  God  called  Abraham,  it  was  reveal¬ 
ed  that  he  wa*  to  be  of  Abraham’s  posterity.  Before,  we  have  no 
account  of  any  revelation  concerning  Chrift’s  Pedigree  confi  ed  t© 
aarrower  limita  than  the  .pofterity  of  Noah  s  lifter  this  ft  was  can- 
fined  to  ft  ill  narrower  limits;  for  though  Ahr»h  n  had 
font,  yet  it  was  revealed,  that  Chrifl  was  ic  be  of  tfaao  »  pr.fterity# 
And  then  it  wa*  limited  more  Rill  ;  tor  when  lfa.sc  bad  two  tune 
it  was  revealed  that  Chrifk  was  to-be  of  Ifrae!8*  poifei  ty, 
bow  though  Ifraet  had  twelve  font,  yet  h  is  revealed  t  Chrift 
ffeould  be  of  Judah’s  Polarity  :  Cbrtii  if.  the  bon  of  the  tube  of 
Judah.  Refpcft  i«  chiefly  had  to  his  great  aft*,  when  it  h  Uid 
here,  Gen.  xUx  8  **  Judah,  thou  art  he  whom  thy  brethren  (hall 
praife  ;  thy  hand  (hall  be  in  the  neck  of  thine  enemies  ;  thy  1  U  r  "$ 
children  fhali  bow  down  before  thee.  Judah  is  a  lions  whelp  % 
from  the  prey,  my  fon,  thou  are  gone  up  ;  he  flocped  down,  } « 
cowhci  as  a tiott*  a&4 -a  aa  osd  iioft  \  wha kitn  ip  l* 
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An<J  then  t  <t  prediction  U  mere  pm?«!»  concerning  the  time  » 
m  »  coming,  thin  any  had  been  before  ;  a»  in-verf.  to.  "  The 
cepUr  dial!  tier  depart  ii'osi  Judah,  nor  a  lawgiver  from  between 

.^VU°‘ TS!ilIoh  Cu0m</  aod  *’»to  him  frail  the  gathering  of  the 

I->ple  be.  The  prophecy  ner«,  of  the  caiji-.g  of  thcGeorilc,  coalc- 
quentosChnfi  a  coming, feem*  to  be  more  plain  than  any  h  id  been 
before,  in  the  expreffion,  to  hlmjh.il  the  gating  of  the  ftopl,  bt. 

r  ;T  y?l  f7  how  thtt  which  dawned  immediately  • 

s.lc:  trie  fail  of  caan,  gradually  incrcafcs, 

v  ill.  I  ne  ’-v-  5  k  of  redempt  ior*  was  carried  on  in  this  period, la 
-  **  fi  "onderfqlly  preferring  he  children  of  if; ad  ip  Egypt, when 

*he  pr f er  of  Egypt  war  engaged  utterly  to  defrov  them.  They 
/smeo  to  be  wM*y  in  the  hands  of  the Eg) pti.m ;  they  were  their 
fcrv  uua.  jmd  wtte  fubjea  to  the  po^r.r  o*  Pnarosh.:  'and  Pharoah 
**  una^d  to  weaken  the  m  wish  hard  b;  adage.  And  when  be  hw 
ta'u  nor  ^°>  be  let  h  mfclf  to  extirpate  the  race  of  them,  by 
c^^andmg  that  every  mate  child  ihouid  i>e  drowned.  But  after 
&ii  tha;  could  God  wonderfully  pr*fe<yCd  them  ;  and 

tiOE  only  fo,  but  Lncreafcid  them  exceed  ngiy.  •  fo  that  in  head  of 
*****  extirpated,  they  greatly  multiplied* 

i i'^src  13  *°  06  obfervei,  not  only  the  ptefervation  of  the  na- 
filers,  bm  Goa  d  wonderfully  prtferving  and  upholding  hit  vifih!* 
courch  in  tnat^nation>  wbca  in  danger  of  being  overwhelmed  in 
iJo„i.itry  ol  Egypt,  The  childrea  of  Ifracl  being  long  among 
the  Egyptian*,  and  being  fervattts  under  them,  ami  fo  not  under 
aa/antages  to  keep Gud  s  ordinances  among  themfclvei,  and  main* 
tain  any  public  tvorfh-ip  or  public  in  ft  motion,  whereby  the  true  re¬ 
ligion  might  be  upheld,  and  there  being  now  no  written  word  of 
Gad,  they,  by  degrees,  in  a  great  meafurc  loft  the  true  religion, 
and  borrowed  the  idolatry  oi  Egypt ;  and  the  greater  pair  of  the 

people  fell  awajr  to  the  worfhip  of  their,  god*.  This  ws  learn  by 

Jt2ek.  x*  6.  7.  8  and' by  chap,  xiiii,  3. 

This  now  was  the  third  time  that  God's  church  wai  alts  oft  fwal* 
fa***  up  sad  carried  away  with  the  wickedneft  ofth*  world;  once 
befon?  the  food  ;  the  other  time,  before  the  exiling  of  Abraham  ; 
and  now  the  third  time,  it.  Egypt,  Bui  yet  God  did  not  buffer  hit 
church  to  be  quite  overwhelmed  ;  he,  ft  ill  faved  H,  like  the  ark 
in  the  flood,  and  a*  he  faved  Mofe#  in  the  midft  of  the  water*,  i* 
an  ark  or  bulrufh^a,  where  he  was,  in  the  utsnoft  dapger  of  being 
dwa’lawcd  up,  '1  ne  true  religion  was  ftill  kept  «p  with  fome  ;  and 
G  >  !''-‘d  frill  a  people  among  t.feeen,  even  in  this  tmTerablc, corrupt 
aad  lul;  time.  The  jr?r.$ati  of  Mofe*  were  true  fervaats  of  God, 
as  wc  may  Earn  by  Hcb  x».  23.  <r  Bv  faith  Mofes,  when  he  was 
iso^n,  wss  btd  three  month?  of  T  is  parent* ,  bscaufc  they  faw  that  he 
wai  a  proper  chili  *  aad  they  n?i«  m%  a&afd  of  tkc  king's 
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.  '  I  have  row  pone  through  tbc  third  period  of  the  Old  Telhcseat 
time  ;  n  h-  v  :  {hetrn  how  tbc  work  of  redemption  wa?  carried 
on  from  the  calling  of  Abraham  to  Mofes  ;  in  which  we  have  i^-a 
many  great  thiags  done  toward*  this  work,  and  a  great  advance¬ 
ment  of  this  building,  beyond  what  had  beets  before. 

P  A  R  T  IV. 

From  .Moles  to  David. 

I  PROCEED  fo  the  fourth  period,  which  reaches  from  Mofet 
toD*v£d  —  I  would  (bow  how  the  work  cf  redemption  wag 
carried  on  through  this  alfo. 

I.  The  fi>fl  thing  that  offers  itfelf  to  bs  confide  red  is  the  redemp¬ 
tion  of  the  church  of  God  out  of  Egypt  ;  the  mod  remark  blc  of  a  I! 
theOH  Teftament  redemptions  of  the  church  of  God,  and  that  which 
wai  the  gicateft  pledge  and  forerunner  of  the  redemption  of  Chad, 
of  any  ;  and  is  much  mors  i&dfttd  oa  in  feripture  than  aoy  other  of 
t'.ofe  redemptions*  .Indeed  it  was  tbegfesteft  type ofChrifti redemp¬ 
tion  ®f  any  providential  eVent  whatfoeyer,  This  redemption  was  by 
JefusGhrift,  as  is  evident  from  this,  t hat  it  was  wrought  by  him  that 
appeared  to  Mofes  in  she  bulb  ;  for  that  w$$  she  perfbn  that  fentMofrs 
to  redeem  that  people.  But  that  was  Chri'ft,  as  is  evident,  becauie 
he  is  called  the  angel  of  the  Lord,  Exod.  ill  2 .  3.  The  bufh  re- 
prefented  the  human- nature  of  Chid  If,  that  is  called  the  branch . 
This  buftj  grew  on  mount  Sinai  crHoreb, which  is  a  word  that  fig ai- 
fiei  a  dry  place, as  the  human  future  pfChrift  was  a  root ,  out  of  a  dry 
ground.  The  bulb  burning  with  tire,  re  prefented  the  fuffcrings  of 
Chri^,  in  the  fire  of  God's  wrath,  It  burned,  and  was  not  con  fum¬ 
ed  ;  fo  Chriftj  though  be  f offered  catremely,  yet  periled  not  * 
but  overcame  at  hft,and  rofeftom  his  fpfFcrfogi.  Becaufe  this  *rtat 
my  for?  of  the  incarnation  and  fuiferings  of  ChuYt  was  here  repre- 
fented,  therefore,  Mofes  fays,  “  I  will  turn  slide,  and  behold  eh  if 
great  fight/* ,  A  great  fight  he  might  well  call  if,  when  there  waa 
reprefented,  God  manifeft  in  the  ffeib,  and  {uttering  &  dreadful 
death,  and  riling  from  the  dead. 

This  glorious  Redeemer  was  he  that  redeemed  the  dm ch  cut  of 
Egypt,  from  Ur’der  iho  h ana  of  Pharoab  j  &s  Cfcrift ,  by  his  death 
and  fufforings,  redeemed  his  people  from  Sst&o,  the  fpiritual  Pha¬ 
raoh.  Fsc  redeemed  there- from  hard  feivtce  and  cruel  drudgery  , 
s'  Chri&  rcaeems  his  people  from  the  cruel  flu  very  of  fin.  and  Satan* 
Jri^  reocemed  them,  as  tt  is  faid,  from  hr  iron  furnace  ;  C  brill 
redeems  hi*  church  from  a  furnace  of  foe  and  cvcrlaftiag  burnings* 
Pie  redeemed  them  wish  a  firong  hand  and  out  Wretched  arm,  SBjf 
gr^.2t  and  terrible  judgement8  on  their  enemies ;  ssChriii  with  migh¬ 
ty  pc/Wt  j  tPiuojpns  over  principalities  and  powers,  an*  executes 
terrible  judgement*  on  ha  church's  eiftcnief,  bruiting  the  fer pent’s 
He  fivc-d  ihc23a  whcgothsrj  wars  cUflroycd,  by  the  fprink;* 
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ling  of  tht  bloo  !  of  the  pafchal  lamb';  asGod*!  church  Is  favedfr©  3i 
death  by  thcfprinkling  of  the  blood  of  C Drift,  when  the  reft  of  the 
world  is  deflroyed.  Go. i  bi  ought  forth  the  people  forely  againft 
the  vuil  of  the  Egyptia»s,when  they  could  not  bear  to  let  them  go  ; 
to  Che  ift  refeuci  his  people  out  of  the  hands  of  the  devil,  forely 
again  ft  bis  wsll,  when  hit  proud  heart  esnnot  bear  to  be  overcome* 

In  that  redemption,  Chriit  did  not  only  redeem  thepepplc  from 
the  Egp.ytians,  bu?  he  redeemed  them  from  the  devils,  the  gods  of 
Egypt  ;  for  bcfore,they  had  been  in  a  {Use  of  fortitude  to  the  gods 
©i  Egypt,  s$  well  to  tbs  men.  And  Chrift,  the  foed  of  the  ro» 
man,  did  now,  in  a  very  remarkable  manner,  fulfil  the  eurfc  oa 
She  ferpeot,  in  bruiting  his  head  :  Esoci.  xiu  12.  et  Eor  I  will 
pafs  through  the  .land  of  Egypt  this  night,  and  will  faa.itc  ail  the 
find  boro  in  the  Sand  of  Egypt,  both  man  and  btaft,  and  againft  all 
the  gods  of  Egypt  . will  i  execute  judgement."  Hell  was  as  much 

•nd  more  engaged  in  that  ;  ffair,  than  Egypt  wss,  The  pride  and 
crueliy  of  Satan,  that  old  for  pent,  was  more  concerned  in  it  thaa 
Pharaofc’s,  He  did  his  ut-moft  ag.ainft  the  people,  and  to  his  ut* 
issoft  oppofed  their  redemption.  But  it  is  faid,  that  when  God  re* 
deemed  his  people  out  cl  Eg”  pt,  he  broke  the  heads  of  the  dra** 
goni  to  th*  waters,  and  broke  the  he  id  of  leviathan  in  pieces,  and 
jgav«  him  to  be  meat  for  the  pet  pie  inhibiting  the  wilderntfr,  Phil* 
|xxiv.  12  13  14  God  forced  their  enemies  to  Ire  *h<tn  go,  that 
they  might  krve  him  ;  as  alfo  Z  charias  obferves  with  refpea  1$ 
.  the  church  under  tl.egofptl,»  Luke  i  74  75 

The  people  of  lirael  went  out  with  an  high  hand,  and  Chilli 
went  b  fore  them  in  a  pillar  of  cloud  and  fie.  There  wa*  a  glo* 
rious triumph  over  eanh  and  hdi  in  that  deliverance.  And  whea 
Pharaoh  and  hjs  hefts,  snd  ^atan  by  them  puduei  tbepeople,Chr  ift 
overthrew  them  to  the  Red  fea  ;  the  Lord  triumphed  gioriquflv  ; 
the  horfa  and  hi*  rjder  he  caft  into  the  fca,  and  »**ere  they  fl  pt  their 
lift  flcep,  and  never  followed  the  children  of  ifrael  any  mcnc  ;  at 
all  Cbrth%  en< mje*  arc  overthrown  in  his  blood,  which  by  i»#  *bun- 
dant  fuffinict-uv  j n  5  the  gfcatnfk  of  the  fuffc  i  ■'$  ?■  v%  i  h  *  h  ■  ch  it 
was  fbed,  ®a\  web  be  reptefeoted  by  *  (ca  The  Red  fea  did  re¬ 
present  Chiift*  blood,  as  i»  evident,  bccaufe  the  apoftle  compare* 
the  children  n?  IfntV*  .  throng!.  Ge  Red  foa  to  b-ptifm,  8 

Cor,  x.  1.  2,  Hut  we  A\  know  that  the  water  of  baptifm  rep  re* 
fonts  Chrift’s  blood. 

Thus  Chrift,  the  -angel  of  God  $  prefence,  t«h»s  love  and  hi* 
prty,  redeemed  I  if  people,  and  c  rried  it  cm  in  the  days  of  old  a* 
on  eaplc's  wings,  <t»  that  none  of  their  proud  sn  ‘  fpitcfui  enemiet, 
aeiihcr  devils,  could  touch  them. 

I  j.jj  quite  a  new  thing  God  did  towards  this  great  worlc 

©*  redemption  •  God  never  had  done  any  thing  like  it  befo*e$ 

OsM,  tv„  32,  33  34.  las*  an  a  gnat  »drsas«»cat  oi  ibe  »o  It 


me  .» ork  of  REDEMPTION. 


Jl 


•f  redemption,  that  had  been  begun  and  carried  on  from  the  Ml 
of  man  ;  a  g'eat  f'ep  taken  ia  divine  providence  toward*  a  prep». 
ratton  for  Chrift’,  coming  into  the  world,  and  working  out  hi. 
gre.t  snd  eternal  redemption  :  for  thi,  wa.  the  peop'e  of  when, 
Chri/i  war  to  come.  Now  we  may  fee  how  that  plant  flourilVed 
that  God  had  planted  in  Abraham.  Though  the  family  of  which 
Cmift  was  to  come,  had  been  in  a  degiee  feparated  from  the  nfi 
of  the  world  before,  in  the  calling  of  Abraham  ;  yet  that  reparati¬ 
on  that  wa,  then  made,  appeared  not  to  be  fufficient,  without  for- 
ber  reparation.  For  though  by  that  reparation,  they  we.e  kepi 
*  granger,  and  tojourner,,  kept  from  being  united  with  other  peo- 
pic  ?n  the  fame  political  foeietie,  ;  yet  they  remained  miaed  among 
them  by  whxh  mca8J.  „  it  had  proved,  they  had  been  in  danger 
of  wholly  ofing  the  true  religion,  and  of  being  overrun  with  the 
r-oiairy  of  their  neighbour*.  God  now,  therefore,  by  thi*  redemp- 
tion  fepirated  them  a*  a  nation  from  all  other  nation.,  to  fubfift 
by  them  helve,  in  their  own  political  and  eeckfijftical  fiate.  wi  h= 
out  n*  vmg  any  concern  with  the  Heathen  nation.,  that  they  might 
fo  be  kept  feparate  till  Chrif.  fhould  come  ;  „d  fo  that  the  church 
»f  Chrifl  might  be  upheld  and  might  keep  ihe  or.clc*  of  God,  till 
that  tlnae  i  .hat  in  th-m  might  be  kept  up  ihofc  types  and  prophe- 
°  Chrift,  and  thofe  hidorie.,  and  other  divine  previous^, 
flru  di°n»,thatwere  neceffary  to  prepare  the  way  foiChrifl’tcoming. 

,  ,i  A.  thi.  people  were  fepauted  to  be  God’*  peculiar  people, 
fo.ll  other  people  upon  the  f,ec  of  the  whole  earth  were  wholly  re- 

i  ™/rSTn  °Ver  *°  Hca,beni/“’  Thia.  fo  far  as  ,k.  provi- 
dence  of  God  wa.  concerned  in  it,  belongs  to  the  great  affair  of 

f  demption  that  we  are  upon,  and  wa,  one  thing  that  God  ordered 

|n  hi.  provtdenee  to  prep.re  the  way  for  Chrift’,  coming,  and  the 

f  **  *  v*"°n  he  wz>  »o  aecomplifb  in  the  world  ;  for  it  was  only 

riumnh  If  rtC-A*y  ^  ^  0,0,6  *'0r!oU*  a"d  %"*«  "Wory  and 

and  rtafcA  T7.nd  °Ver  'b*  wifk'd  and 
become  X  Chrift,  f.lvar.on  0f  the  world  of  mankind  might 

tivc.  u.  r,f,r°re  fcnPb  *•  Th!’  “  ,be  account  the  fciipture  Itfelf 

fpeakine  to  rhe™*  "n  RT’  V 'A°‘  3*’  3*‘  The  aPoftie  ,her* 
-A,  vein?;  T"  h,H  former,y  bee»  Heathens,  fay,. 

r?-7  heIiev'd0od>  »ow  obtained 

ieved  th«  i  ^  “  #f  5  6Vea  f°  bave  tMe  aHo  now  not  be- 
-  j  ,‘h  h.r0',g1h  y°UT  «««*  they  alfo  may  obtain  mercy.  For 

mon  aW  ..T  Ud'd  tb'm  3,1  in  .unbelief,  that  he  might  have  mercy 
lew.  j  7  *"• i  *  1*'  *bc  God,  that  the  whole  world. 

,n  ,  TtDU  **•  Should  he  concluded  in  vifible  and  profefTed 

.  ;  ,  bit./°  God\me;c,y  *nd  Chrift’,  falvation  toward,  the, 

t ,r?h  u'.-'f  !6  *7  feDfib,e‘  For  ,he  *P0?lIe  »  not  fpeaking only 

*  ua  chef  ghat  ii  natural  to  all  God’s  profeffing  people  at  well 
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*5  others, but  that  which  appears,  and  is  vifib’e  ;  fuehai  the  Jews 
into,  when  they  openly  rejected  Chrift, End  ccafed  to  be  a  pro/tffing 
people.  The  apoftle  obfervcs,  bow  that  fit  ft  she  Gentile*,  even  the 
Gentile  nations,  wese  included  in  a  profdfed  unbelief  and  open 
opposition  to  the  true  religion,  before  Chrift  osene,  to  prepare  the 
way  for  the  calling  of  the  Gentiles,  which  was  fcon  after  Cbrifc 
came,  that  God’s  mercy  might  be  the  more  viable  to  them  ;  and 
that  the  Jews  were  rcje£led*  and  apofiatized  frem  tie  vitible 
church,  to  prepare  the  way  for  the  calling  of  the  Jews,  which  fhali 
ba  in  the  latter  days  :  So  that  it  maybe  feen  of  ail  nations,  jews 
and  Gentiles,  that  they  are  vlfibly  redeemed  by  Chrift,  from  being 
vifibly  aliens  from  the  commonwealth  of  Ifrad,  without  hope,  and 
without  God  in  the  world. 

We  cannot  certainly  determine  preciMy  at  what  time  the  apo- 
HaCy  of  the  Gent  Os  nations  from  the  true  God,  or  there  being  con*s 
eluded  in  viiible  unbelief,  became  univerfal.  Their  fiMieg  away 
was  a  gradual  thing,  as  we  obferved  before.  It  was  general  in 
Abraham’s  time,  but  not  uaiverfal  ;  for  then  we  find  Me'cl.izedee, 
one  of  the  king-?  of  Canaan,  was  prieft  of  the  moil  high  God.  Af¬ 
ter  this  the  true  religion  was  kept  up  for  a  while  among  fame  of 
the  reft  of  Abfaham's  poiterky,  befldes  the  family  of  J  -  cob  ;  and 
alfo  in  fooac  of  the  posterity  of  Nahor,  as  we  have  in&aoces  in  job, 
and  his  three  friends,  and  Elihuv  The  land  of  Uz,  where  Job  lived 
was  a  land  poffeffed  by  the  poftcrity  of  U/,  or  Ruz,  the  fon  of 
Nahor,  Abraham’s  brother,  of  whom  we  read,  Gen.  zxii.  21. 
Biidad  the  Shuhire  was  of  the  offspring  of  Shush,  Abraham’s  fon  by 
K  trusb,  Gen.  xxv,  1.  2.:  and  Elihu  the  Buzite,  v/a sof  &tiz  the 
fon  of  Nahor,  the  brother  of  Abraham,  So  the  true  religion  lafted 
among  fome  other  people,  bt*  Tides  the  Ifradkes,  a  while  after 
Abraham,  But  it  did  not  bft  long  :  and  h  is  probable  that  the  time 
of  their  total  rcje£liotJ,and  givingup  to  idolatry,  was  about  the  time 
yphen  God  feparatsd  the  children  of  liraei  from  Egypt  to  ierve 
fcim  ;  for  thty  arc  often  put  in  mind  on  thai  occ:  fion,  tint  God  had 
now  feparated  them  to  be  his  peculiar  people  ;  or  to  be  diftirgaifh- 
ed  from  all  other  people  upon  earth,  to  be  his  people  alotn  ;  to  be 
his  portion,  when  others  were  rejected.  This  feems  to  hold  forth 
thus  much  to  us,  that  God  now  cho'fe  them  in  fuch  a  manner,  r'  t 
this  vifible  choice  of  them  vras  accompanied  with  a  viflble  reac¬ 
tion  of  other  nations  in  th*  world  ;  that  God  vilibly  c  m-,  and 
took  up  his  rfifidence  with  them,  as  forfaking  all  other  nations. 

And  as  the  firt  calling  of  the  Gentiles  after  Chrift  c?roe,  w?a 
accompanied  with  the  rejedion  of  the  Jews  ;  fo  the  fkft  calling  of 
the  J«w9  -to  be  God’s  people,  when  they  were  called  out  of  Egypt* 
was  accompanied  with  a  r^jellion  of  the  Gentiles, 

Thus  kli  the  Gentile  qiuob**  throughout  the  whole  world , 

nations. 
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on<,  but  only  the  Ifraelites,  and  thqfc  that  embodied  tbcmfelvcs 
with  them,  were  left  and  given  up  to  idolatry  ;  i*ad  fo  continued  a 
great  many  age*,  even  from  this  time  till  Thrift  came,  which  wa# 
about  fi  teen  hundred  years.  They  were  concluded  fo  long  a  time 
in  unbelief,  that  there  might  be  a  thorough  proof  of  the  neccflity 
of  a  laviour  ;  that  it  might  appear  by  fo  long  a  trial,  pftt  all  con¬ 
tradiction,  that  mankind  were  utterly  infufhcknt  to  deliver  them- 
fdves  f-oa\  that  grofs  darknefs  and  tnifery,  and  fubjedion  to  the 
devil,  tha^  they  had  fallen  under  ;  that  it  might  appear  that  all  the 
wifdorn  of  the  phiiofephers,  and  the  wife  A  men  that  the  Heathen, 
had  among  them,  could  not  deliver  them  from  their  daiknefs,  for 
the  greater  glory  tojefus  Chrift,  who,  when  he  came,  enlightened 
and  delivered  them  by  his  glorious  gofpel.  Herein  the  wonderful 
wifdom  of  God  appeared,  in  thus  preparing  the  way  for  Chrift'* 
redemption.  This  the  feripture  teaches  ui,  as  in  I  Cor.  i.  21. 
4  Fur  after  that,  in  the  wifdom  of  God,  the  world  by  wifdcm 
kiew  not  God,  it  pleafed  God  by  the  foolilknefs  of  preaching  to 
fave  them  that  believe/* 

Here  I  might  confider  as  another  work  of  God,  whereby  the 
general  woik  of  redemption  was  carried  on,  that  wonderful  deli¬ 
verance  which  he  wrought  for  the  children  of  Ifrael  at  theRedfe?, 
when  they  were  purfued  by  the  hoftf  of  the  Egyptian!,  and  were 
juft  ready  to  be  {wallowed  up  by  them,  there  being,  to  human  ap¬ 
pearance,  no  poflibUity  of  an  efcape.  But  a*  this  may  be  referred 
to  their  redemption  out  of  Egypt,  and  confidered  as  a  part  of.  that 
more  general  work,  I  ill  ail  not  further  enlarge  upon  it. 

Ill,  The  next  thing  that  1  (ball  take  notice  of  here,  what  was 
done  towards  the  work  of  redemption,  is  God’s  giving  the  moral 
law  in  fo  awful  a  manner  at  Mount  Sind.  This  was  another  new 
thing  that  God  did,  a  new  ftep  taken  in  this  great  affair.  Deuf, 
iv.  33.  “  Did  ever  a  people  hear  the  voice  of  God  {peaking  out 
of  the  midft  of  the  fire,  as  thou  baft  heard,  tfnd  live  ?”  And  is 
was  a  great  thing  that  God  did  towards  this  work,  and  that  whether 
we  confider  it  as  delivered  as  a  new  exhibition  of  the  covenant  of 
works,  or  given  as  a  rule  of  life. 

The  covenant  of  works  was  here  exhibited  to  be  ss  a  fchool- 
maftcr  to  lead  to  Cnrift,  not  only  for  the  ufe  of  that  natipn  in  the 
ages  of  the  Old  Teftament,  but  for  the  ufe  of  God’s  church  through¬ 
out  all  ages  of  the  world  ;  as  an  in  ft  rumen  t  ihat  the  great  redeemer 
makes  ufe  of  to  convince  men  of  their  fm  and  mifery,  and  help- 
lefs  date,  and  of  God’s  awful  and  trecncnduous  tnajefty  and  juft  ice 
as  a  lawgiver,  and  fo  to  make  men  feofible  of  the  necefi  ty  of  Chrift 
as  a  faviour.  The  work  of  redemption,  in  it*  faying  effedt  on  mens 
fouls,  in  ail  the  progrefs  of  it  to  the  end  of  it,  is  not  carried  oa 
without  the  ufe  of  this  law  that  was  now  delivered  at  Sinai, 
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It  was  given  in  an  awful  manner,  with  a  terrible  voice,  exceed¬ 
ing  !oud  an  awful,  fo  that  all  the  people  tbit  were  in  »he  camp 
trembled  ;  and  Mofes  himfelf,  though  fo  intimate  a  friend  of  God, 
yet  laid,  I  exceedingly  fear  and  quake  ;  the  voice  being  accom¬ 
panied  with  thunders  and  lighlninga,  the  mountain  burning  with 
fire  to  ihemidft  of  heaven,  and  the  earth  Itfclf  (baking  and  trem¬ 
bling  ;  to  make  all  feasible  how  great  that  authority,  power,  asd 
juftice  was,  that  ftood  engaged  to  exscl  the  fulfilment  of  this  law, 
and  to  fse  it  fully  executed  ;  and  how  finely  God  would  require 
the  fulfTment  :  and  how  terrible  his  wrath  would  be  sgainft  every 
breaker  of  ;  that  men  being  fenhble  of  thefc  things,  might  have 
a  thorough  trial  of  themfelves,  and  might  pror-  their  own  hearts, 
sad  know  how  impofiiblc  it  is  for  them  to  have  felvation  by  the 
works  of  ths  law,  and  might  fee  the  abfolute  neGedity  they  ftood 
in  of  a  mediator. 

If  we  regard  this  hw  now  given  at  Mount  Sisai,  not  as  the  co¬ 
venant  of  works,  as  a  rule  of  life  ;  fo  it  is  made  ufe  of  by  tht 
Redeemer,  from  that  time  to  the  end  of  the  world,  as  a  directory 
to  his  people,  to  ftow  them  the  way  in  which  they  muft  walk,  as 
they  would  go  to  heaven  :  for  a  way  of  fincere  and  ualvcrfal  obe¬ 
dience  to  this  law  it  the  narrow  way  that  leads  tc  life. 

IV.  The  next  thing  that  h  obfervable  in  this  period,  is  God’s 
giving  the  typical  law,  in  which  I  fuppofe  to  be  included  cnoft  or 
all  thofe  precepts  that  were  given  by  Mofet,  that  did  not  properly 
belong  to  the  moral  law  j  not  only  thofe  laws  that  are  commonly 
called  ceremonial,  in  di$2n&ica  from  judicial  laws,  which  are  the 
laws  prefcriblng  the  ceremonies  and  cireumftances  of  the  Jewiih 
worftup,  and  their  ccckfufUca!  ft  ate  ;  but  alio  many,  if  not  sll 
thofe  divine  laws  that  were  political,  and  for  regulating  thejewifh 
commonwealth,  commonly  called  judicial  laws  ;  thefc  were  at 
beft  many  of  them  typical.  The  giving  this  typical  law  was 
another  great  thing  that  God  did  in  this  period,  tending  so  build  up 
Shis  glorious  ftru&ure  of  redemption  that  God  had  been  carving  on 
from  the  beginning  of  the  world.  There  had  been  many  typical 
events  of  providence  before,  that  represented  Chfift  sad  his  re¬ 
demption,  and  feme  typical  ordinances, at  particularly  thefe  two  of 
ficrificcs  and  eircumclfioA  :  but  now,  instead  of  representing  the 
great  redeemer  in  a  few  inftkutio&s,  Gci  gives  forth  a  law  full 
of  nothing  clfe  but  various  and  Innumerable  typical  reprefes- 
tations  of  good  things  to  come,  by  which  that  nation  were  direct¬ 
ed  bo^v,  every  year,  month,  and  day,  in  their  religous  adiion$,and 
in  their  conduct  of  themfelves,  in-al!  that  appertained  to  their  ec- 
elefiaftieal  and  civil  Date,  to  (how  forth  fosicthing  of  Chri/\  ;  one 
©bfervtncc  (bowing  one  thing,  exhibiting  one  dodrine,  or  one  be¬ 
nch;  ;  another,  another :  fo  that  the  whole  nation  by  this  law  was. 
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fj  were,  conftituted  in  a  typical  fUte,  Thus  the  gospel  was 
abundantly  held  forth  to  that  nation  ;  fo  that  there  is  fcarce  any 
tfodtrineof  it,  but  is  particularly  taught  arc!  exhibited  by  feme  cb- 
fervance  of  this  law  ;  though  is  was  in  (hadows,  and  under  a  vail, 

ss  Motes  put  a  vail  on  ids  face  when  ii  fhone. 

To  ibis  typical  law  be  l  rg  all  thcpreccpts  that  relate  to  building 
the  tabernacle,  that  was  fet  up  in  the  witeenacte,  and  &si  the  form, 
circumfonccs,  and  utenfils  o t  it. 

V.  About  this  t/me  wss  given  to  God  s  church  the  fold  Wi  ic.en 
word  of  God  that  ev^r  was  enjoyed  by  God’s  people.  'Ibis  was  a- 
nother  great  thing  done  towards  the  affair  of  redemption,  a  ntw 
and  glorious  advancement  of  the  building.  Not  far  from  ihk 
tine,  was  the  bveinniag  of  the  great  written  rule,  which  God  he® 
given  for  the  regulation  of  the  faith,  wotfhip,  and  pradace  oi  nts 
church  in  all  ages  henceforward  to  tbs  end  of  the  world  ;  which 
rule  grew,  aad  was  added  to  from  that  time,  for  many  ages,  till  it 
was  fiaiilud,  and  the  canon  of  feripture  ccmplcted  by  the  apoftte 
John.  It  is  net  very  material,  whether  the  firft  written  word  that 
ever  was,  was  the  ten  commandments  written  on  the  tables  of  ftene 
with  the  linger  of  Gcd,  or  the  bock  of  Job  ;  end  whether  the  Look 
of  job  was  written  by  Motes,  as  feme  fuppote,  or  byEiihu,  as  ptkerr* 
If  it  was  written  by  EHhu,  it  was  written  before  this  period  that  w« 
are  now  upon  ;  but  ytc  could  not  be  far  Irons  if,a»  ai  pezn  by  cen- 
fi  fling  whofe  pefterity  the  petfOn*  were  that  are  (pc ken  of  in  it, to¬ 
gether  with  Job’s  great  age,  that  was  patted  before  this  w  a*  written. 

The  written  word  of  God  it  the  main  inArumcnt  Cbritt  hi  ® 
nsadc  uteof  to  carry  on  his  work  of  redemption  in  all  ages  line® 
i;  was  given.  There  was  &  necettity  new  of  the  werd  oi  God’s  be¬ 
ing  committed  to  writing,  for  &  tteady  rule  of  God’s  church.  Be¬ 
fore  this,  the  church  hid  tic  word  of  God  by  tradition,  either  by 
immediate  tradition  from  eminent  men  that  were  i  fpired,  that 
were  then  living,  (f or  it  was  a  common  thing  in  thote  days,  be¬ 
fore  there  wu  a  written  word,  forGod  to  reveal  hicnfelf  immediate¬ 
ly  *°  cmincet  per  feat,  as  appears  by  the  bock  of  job,  and  many 
©tner  tflingi  thst  svght  br  mentioned,  in  the  book  of  Gtnetti),  or 
elfc  they  had  it  by  tradition  from  former  generations,  which  might 
be  had  with  tolerable  certainty  in  ages  preceeding  this, by  re? foil  of 
the  long  jives  of  men.  Noah  might  con verfe  with  Adam,  and 
icccivc  traditions  from  b \m  ;  and  No>h  lived  till  about -Abraham'* 
time:  and  the  fons  of  Jacob  lived  a  con<i  V'rable  time  to  deliver  she 
revelations  made  toAbraham,  Iteac,  and  Jacob,  to  «heir  polity  In 
Egypt*  But  the  dift  ince  from  th?  beginning  of  things  w  \$  became 
0-g<C2t,a^d  the  lives  men  bes  •  we  {q  fhoic,  n brought  dow?j' 
to.  rue  patent  ftandard  *bout  Motel’s  time,  snd  God  having  now 
ep^  itZ'Z.  4  nation  to  be  a  peculiar  people,  parity  for  that  evd  to 
be  the  keepers  of  tfee  Qfaclci  of  God  \  God  it  to  be  a  needful 
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and  convenient  time  no^  to  commit  his  word  to  writings  to  re¬ 
main  henceforward  for  a  fteady  rule  throughout  til  *g'*s.  There¬ 
fore,  bcfides  iha  book  of  Job,  Chrift  wrote  ;he  ten  ccmmandcncntt 


on  tables  of  -ftone,  with  bis  own  finger  ;  and  after  thii  the  whole 
law,  as  containing  the  fubflancc  of  the  five  bocks  o l  Moles,  was  by 
God's  fp  ccial  command  committed  to  writing,  which  was  called  //i* 
l?53i  e/TH  law  f  and  was  laid  in  the  tabernacle,  to  be  kept  there  for 
the  ufe  of  the  church  ;  as  you  may  fee,  Dent.  xaxi.  24.  25.  26, 
Vi,  God  was  pkafori  now  wonderfully  to  repr  cleat  the  pro* 
s  of  hi*  redeemed  church  through  the  world  Jo  their  eternal 
inhenu&ce,  by  the  journey  of  the  children  of  Ifrsci  through  the 
wilder  nefs,  from  Egypt  to  Canaan.  Here  aH  the  various  fteps 
of  the  redemption  of  the  church  by  Chr if;  were  represented 
from  the  beginning  to  its  coef,  carnation  in  glory.  The  lute 
they  are  redeemed  from  is  rcprefcatcd  by  Eg**pr,  and  their 
bondage  there,  which  they  left.  The  purchaf*  of  their  re¬ 
demption  was  reprefented  by  the  hc:lti:z  of  ike  pafchal  laaab, 
which  was  offered  up  that  night  that  Gbd  flew  ail  the  fir  fit  - 
born  of  Egypt.  T hs  beginning  of  she  application  of  the  redemp¬ 

tion  of  Chnfids  church  in  -their  converfion,  was  represented  by  ]f- 
raei's  going  out  of  Egypt,  and  palfiag  through  the  Red  fea  in  fio 
Extraordinary  and  miraculous  a  manner.  The  travel  of  the  church 
through  this  evi!  world,  and'  the  various  changes,  through  which  the 
church  p 2 fifes,  in  the  different  fteges  of  it,  was  represented  by  she 
j  ,-urney  of  the  Ifradaqs  through  the  vvikle reefs.  The.  manner  of 
the ir  being  condoled  by  Chrift,  was  represented  by  the  Ifraelites 
feeing  led  by  she  pillar  of  cloud  by  day,  and  the  pillar  of  Ere  by 
The  manner  of  the  church's  being  fijppcrtcd  in  their  pro* 

,  and  fup pi ied  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  it,  with  fpi- 
ritual  food,  and  continual  daily  communications  from  God,  was 
represented  by  God's  lupplyiog  she  children  of  liras!  with  bread, 
©r  man?, a  hom  heaven,  and  water  out  of  the  rock.  The  dangers 
that  the  faints  muft  meet  with  in  their  courfb  through  the  world, 
were  rep  relented  by  the  fiery  Eying  ferpents  which  the  children  of 
Ifraei  met  with  in  the  wildcrncfs.  The  con fU-6fa  the  church  has  with 
■feer  eoessies,  were  represented  by  their  hassle  wish  the  Amalekite* A 
sand  others,  they  met  with  there,  Innumerable  other  things  might 
fee  mentioned,  wherein  the  things  they  met  with  were  lively  ima¬ 
ges  of  thHgs  which  the  church,  and  faints  meet;  with  in  all  ages  ci 
the  world.  That  chefs  things  are  typical  of  things  that  pertain  to 
fthe  Christian  church,  is  manifeft  from  1  Cor,  $.  H.  (i  Now  a!J 
thele  things  happened  unto  them  for  eafamples,  and  they  were 
written  for  our  admonition,  upon  whom  the  ends  of  the  world  are 
come."  Here  the  apo/Ue  is  fpeaking  cf  thole  very  things  which 
wc  have  now  mentioned,  and  he  fays  exprefsly,  that  they  hsp* 


nieht. 
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plaid  uata  sheas  for  typn ;  fo  is  is  ia  the  original, 
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VII.  Another  thing  here  muft  not  be  omitted,  which  wM  8 
great  and  remarkable  difpesfation  of  Providence,  refpcaing  the 
whole  world  of  mankind,  which  wa»  finiflied  in  thit  period  ;  ani 
thstwajj  the  fhoruning  the  days  of  man's  hfc,  whereby  it  was 
brought  down  from  being  between  nine  hundred  and  a  thoufand 
years  to  be  but  about  feventv  or  eighty.  The  [if*  of  man  began  to 
be  (hortenecl  immediately  after  the  flood  :  it  was  brought  down  the 
firft  generat'd!  to  600  years,  and  the  nest  to  between  four  and  500 
years ;  and  fo  the  life  of  man  gradually  grew  Shorter  and  (hotter,  TUI 
about  the  time  of  the  great  mortality  that  was  in  the  cougrcgatioa 
oflfrad,  after  they  had  mu:  mured  at  the  upon  of  the  fpiea,  ar.d! 
their  c»rca fibs  fell  in  the  wilder  aefs,  whereby  all  the  men  of  war 
died  •  aad  then  the  life  of  man  was  reduced  to  i:>  prefent  flandard, 
as  Vlcfes  cbfcives  in  that  pfaSm  that  he  Wrote  on  oscafion  of  that 
mortality  :  ofal.’  sc.  to.  “  The  days  of  our  year*  are  threefcore 
veais  ard  ten;  and  jf  by  reafoa  of  ftrength  they  be  fourfeor*  years, 
yet  i;  their  ftrength  labour  and  fcr.ow  ;  ro.  it  .s  tocn  cutorf,  and 

we  fly  away**’ 

This  c*reai  difpenfation  of  God  tended  to  promote  the  grand  de* 
fign  of  the  redemption  of  Chrift.  Man’s  life  being  cut  fo  very 
fhort  in  this  wodd,  tended  to  prepare  the  way  for  poor,  mortal# 
fhort-lived  men,  the  more  joyfully  to  entertain  the  glad  tidings  cf 
cvctlaftiog  life  in  another  world,  that  are  bi ought  to  light  by  the 
gofpcl ;  and  more  readily  to  embrace  a  (aviour,  that  purchafei  and 
offers  fuch  a  blefling*  if  men’*  lives  were  ft  ill  commonly  abouS 
pine  hundred  years,  how  much  iefs  would  they  have  to  move  theca 
to  regard  the  proffers  of  a  future  life  ;  how  much  greater  temptati¬ 
on  would  they  have  to  reft  in  the  the  things  of  this  world,  they  be¬ 
ing  of  fuch  long  continuance,  and  to  negled*  any  other  life  but  this? 
This  probably  contributed  greatly  to  she  wickedncfs  of  the  aote- 
dcluvians.  But  now  how  much  greater  motives  have  men  to  feck 
redemption,  2nd  abetter  life  than  this,  by  she  grsai  Redeemer, 
fines  the  life  of  man  is  not  one  twelfth  part  of  what  it  ufed  to  be^ 
and  men  now  upiverfally  dit  at  the  age  when  mm  formally  uftd  to 
be  but  as  it  were  letting  out  in  the  world  ? 

VIII.  The  fame  work  was  carried  on  in  preferring  that  people, 

of  whom  Chrift  was  to  come,  from  totally  perilling  in  the  wider- 
nefs,  by  aqonftant  miracle  of  forty  years  continuance.  I  cbferv- 
cd  before  many  times,  how  God  preferved  thofc  of  whom  the  re¬ 
deemer  was  to  proceed  in  a  very  wonderful  manner ;  as  be  preferved 
Noah  and  his  family  from  the  flood  ;  and  as  he  preferred  Abra¬ 
ham,  Ifa;c,  and  Jacob,  with  their  families,  from  the  wicked  inha¬ 
bitants  of  Canaan  ;  and  as  he  preferved  Jacob  and  his  family  from 
P«i(hipg  by  the  famine,  by  Jofcph  ia  Egypt*  prcfeiva- 
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Qn  of  *hc  chl‘ircn  of  f#r  fo  long  a  time  in  the  wilderneff, 
®a  iome  aSCQls«ts  more  reaur table  than  any  of  them  ;  for  it 
was  bya  continui!  mincle'of  long  duration.  There  w«?,  a* 

my  bf  hhh  computed,  at  fi  ft  two  millions  of  fouls  in  that  con- 
$J‘*g>.*»oa#  10^^  uOiJd  not  lu*. fit  any  better  without  meal  and  diink 
than  othsr  men.  Bur  if  this  had  been  with  ueid,  they  mud  sll  have 
ped&cd,  every  man,  woman,  and  child,  in  left  than  one  month’s 
io  there  would  not  have  bsea  one  of  th.m  left.  Km  yet  -.his 
multitude  fuofifted  for  forty  years  together,  in  a  dry  barren 
wiidersefs,  without  Cowing  or  raping,  or  tilling  my  land,  having 
Ehgsr  brcaa  daily  rained  down  to  them  out  of  heaven,  and  being 
lurniihed  who  wster  to  imury  them  a!!,  cut  of  a  rock  ;  and  the 
5i25S  clours  with  which  they  came  out  of  Egypt,  lafting,  without 
wearing  out  ail  that  time.-  Never  nas  sny  infcncc  like" this,  oi  a 
SiaiioEt  being  fo  upheld  for  fo  long  *  time  together,  Thus  God 
upheld  his  church  by  2  continual  miracle,  and  kept  ilfre  that  people 
in  whom  was  the  bkfJing,  the  promifed  feed,  and  great  Redeemer 
of  the  world. 

IX.  God  was  plea  fed,  in  this  time  of  the  children  of  Ifrael’* 
(itiing  in  the  wilder  erf?,  to  give  a  further -revektion  of  Chrift  the 
Redeemer  in  the  predictions  of  him,  than  bed  beta  before.  Here 
•re  three  prophecies  given  at  this  tints  that  I  would  take  notice  of. 
Ike  fir  ft  Is  that  oi  Balaam,  Numb.  kxiv.  17.  18.  ip.  \*  I  ill  all  fee 
lur$,  but  not  now  ;  I  dull  behold  him,  but  not  nigh  :  There  fliall 
come  a  Star  out  of  Jacob,  and  a  Sceptre  (ball  life  out  of  Ifracl,  and 
finite  the  corners  of  Moab,asd  ckf.roy  all  the  children  oi  Shetb. 
And  Edom  /hall  be  a  poiTdfion,  Scir  alfo  /ball  be  2  pcfflfljon  for 
bis  enemiwS,  and  Ifrael  /hall  do  valiantly.  Out  of  Jacob  Iball  come 
he  that  /ball  have  dominion,  and  flu  all  deftroy  him  that  rcmaineih 
pi  hre  city.  This  ;a  a  plainer  prophecy  of  Ch rf it,  efpecialiy 
with  regard  to  his  kingly  office,  than  any  that  h*ad  been  before. 
?ut  we  have  another,  that  God  gave  ByMc/es,  that  is  plainer  ftill, 
tfpecklly  with  regard  to  his  prophetical  office,  in  Deut.  sviii.  1S. 
kc%  iS  1  will  rails  up  a  prophet  fiom  among  their  brethren,  like 
Shea,  and  will  put  my  words  into  his  mouth,  and  he  ffcali  freak 
unto  them  all  that  I  command  him,"  &c.  This  is  g  plainer  pro* 
phfcv  of  Chrift  than  any  that  had  been  before,  in  this  refpefb,  that 
all  the  prophecies  that  had  been  before  of  Chrift,  were  in  figurative 
myftlcal  language.  The  fir  ft  prophecy  was  fo,  That  the"  feed  of 
the  woman  fhould  bruife  the  ferpent's  head.  The  promifes  mad* 
So  Abraham,  Ifsac,  and  Jacob,  <f  That  in  their  feed  all  the  families 
cf  the  earth  Should  be  ble/Ted/’  were  alfo  tnyftical ;  which  prophecy 
i»  net  fo  particular,  becaufe  the  expre/Fon,  thy  feed,  is  general, 
•rd  not  plainly  limited  to  any  particular  perfon.  The  prcpl  ccy 
cf  Js  cob  ia  hie  fling  Judah ,  G«t,  8,  u  in  xnyftical  language ; 
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f.rid  fo  is  th?t  of  S*  h-»rr>,  which  Ipeaks  of  Chriii  under  she  figu¬ 
rative  exprefiioo  of  a ,/^r.  But  tv?  is  a  pU*n  p^op  ecy,  without 
being  vailid  Iti  any  myfticil  ’  ■  gu at  alt. 

'll  ere  arc  Cver*!  things  contained  in  this  prophecy  of  Ch»ift. 
Here  is  his  mediatorial  office  in  general,  ver.  16.  H  v  t  >*  re¬ 
vealed  how  he  thould  be  a  perfon  10  fund  between  then;  >nri  G  .1, 
that  was  fo  terrible  a  being,  a  being  of  fuch  awfui  msjefty,  he  intis, 
and  juftire,  that  they  could  not  have  come  to  him,  and  h  ve  intcr- 
coi-rfc  with  him  immediately,  without  a  mediator  to  fi  nd  between 
them  ;  b'caufe,  V  they  came  to  fuch  a  dreadful  I’m- revenging  God 
imme liatCy,  they  fhould  dis  ;  God  would  prove 'a  con fumGg  fire 
to  h  m.  And  thee  here  is  a  particular  revelation  of  Chrift  with 
refpeft  to  his  prophetical  office  “  I  will  raife  them  up  a  prcpheC 
from  among  thch  brethren,  like  unto  the*/’  &c.  Further,  it  is  re* 
vealcd  what  kind  of  a  prophet  he  fhould  be,  a  prophet  like  Mofes, 
who  was  the  head  and  leader  of  all  the  people,  and  who,  under 
God,  had  been  their  redeemer,  to  bring  them  out  of  the  houfe  ©f 
bondage,  W3i  as  1c  were  their  fhepherd  by  ivhom  God  led  them 
through  the  Red  fea  and  wildemefs/and  tvs#  -in  IntercefT  r  for  them 
with  God,  and  was  bo:h  a  prophet  and  a  king  in  the  congregation  ; 
for  Mofea  had  the  power  of  a  king  among  them,  it  is  faid  of  himjl 
Dcut,  xxxiii.  5.  he  was  king  in  Jdluirun,  and  he  was  the  prophet 
by  whom  God  as  it  were  built  up  his  church,  and  delivered  his  in- 
ftrafVions  of  worfhip.  Thus  Chriii  was  to  be  u  prophet  like  unto 
Mofes;  fo  that  this  is  both  the  plained  and  iulkft  prophecy  o?  Chriii: 
that  ever  had  been  from  the  beginning  of  the  world  to  this  time* 

The  next  prophecy  that  1  flnaH  take  notice  of,  refpeifts  only  the 
calling  of  the  Gentiles,  which  Ihould  be  after  Chr  ift'*  coming,  of 
which  God  give  a  very  plain  prophecy  by  Mofei  in  the  wildernefs, 
Dcut,  xxxil.  1 1.  Here  h  a  very  plain  prophecy  of  the  rejection  of 
the  Jews  and  calling  the  Gentiles.  They  moved  God  to  jedoufy, 
by  that  which  was  not  a  god,  by  c  rting  him  off,  and  taking  other 
gods,  that  were  no  gods,  in  h*s  r©ora.  So  God  declares  tint  he 
will  nfiovs  them  to  jealoufy  in  tue  1  * ke  manner,  by  enfting  them  off, 
and  taking  other  people,  that  had  not  been  his  people,  in  their 
room.  The  Apofc!«  P.-u'  takes  nc.t ice  of  this  prophecy,  ss  fore¬ 
telling  the  calling  of  theG?ntile«,  tr  Rom  x.  19,  20  V  ]5ur  1  fay, 
Di.l  not  Ifirael  know  ?  iS  Firft,  Mofc*  forth,  [  will  provoke  you 
to  jealoufy  by  them  that  are  no  p.*  u>Ie,  and  by  j  fqoliih  nation  I 
will  anger  you.  But  Efonas  is  very  hold,  and  faith,  I  was  fot  4 
•f  them  that  fought  me  not  ;  I  was  made  man  Tift  to  them  shat 
liked  not  after  use.” 

Thus  you  fee  how  the  light  of  the  gofpel,  tvhich  fir  ft  began  to 
dawn  and  glimmer  immediately  after  the  fail,  gradually  inerssafes 
the  k-sarc*  wc  coaae  to  Chriii'®  time* 
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#  Another  thing  by  which  God  carried  on  this  work  is  this 
time,  was  at  remarkable  pouring  out  of  his  fpirit  on  the  young 
generation  in  the  wiidernefs.  Ihe  generation  that  was  grown  up 
when  they  cams  out  of  Egypt,  from  twenty  years  old  and  upward. 
Was  a  very  fro  ward  and  perverf®  generation.  They  were  tainted 
with  the  idolatry  and  vrickednefs  of  Egypt,  and  were  not  weaned 
from  it,  as  the  Prophet  Ezekiel  takes  notice,  Ezek.  xx.  6.  7.  8. 
Hence  they  made  the  golden  calf  in  imitation  of  the  idolatry  of 
Egypt,  that  was  wont  to  wer/fdp  a  bid!  or  an  ox  ;  and  therefore 
cattle  are  called  tfa  abomination  ef  the  Egyptians,  i.  e,  their  idol. 
This  generation  God  was  exceeding  angry  with,  and  (wore  in  his 
wrath,  that  they  Ihould  not  enter  into  his  rdf.  But  the  younger 
generation  were  not  fo  ;  she  generation  that  were  under  twenty 
years  old  wh«n  they  came  cut  of  Egypt,  2nd  thofe  that  were  bom 
in  the  wiidernefs,  the  generation  fpoken  of  Numb,  xiv.  31.  "Bus 
your  little  ones,  whom  ye  faid  fhould  bs  a  prey,  them  will  I  bring 
In  ;  and  they  (hall  know  the  land  that  ye  have  defpifed.”  This 
was  the  generation  with  whom  the  covenant  was  renewed,  as 
have  an  account  in  Deuteronomy,  and  that  entered  into  the  land  of 
Canaan.  Thn^  generation  God  was  pic  a  fed  to  make  a  generation 
tobii  praife,  and  they  w «r*  cmintnt  for  piety  ;  sa  appears  by  many 
things  faid  in  feripture  about  them  ;  as,  particularly,  Jcr.  ii.2.  3. 
**  I  remember  thee,  the  kindnefs  of  thy  youth,  the  love  of  thine 
efpoisfals,  when  thou  wentefi,  after  me  in  the  wiidernefs,  in  a  land 
that  was  not  fewa.  Ifracl  was  holincfs  to  the  Lord,  and  the  firfk 
fruits  of  kb  increafe.”  Here  the  generation  that  went  after  God 
in  the  wiidernefs  is  fpoken  of  with  very  high  com  mendacious,  as 
eminent  for  holinefs  :  Ifrad  wss  holinefs  to  theLord,  and  ihe  firft 
fruits  of  his  increafe.  Their  love  to  God  is  fpoken  of  as  diftin- 
guHhed  like  the  love  of  a  bride  at  her  efpoufals.The  going  afterGoi 
in  the  wiidernefs  that  is  here  fpoken  of,  is  not  the  going  of  the 
children  of  Ifrael  out  of  Egypt  into  the  wiidernefs  of  Sinai,  but 
their  following  God  through  that  dreadful  wiidernefs,  that  the 
congsegstioa  long  wandered  In,  after  they  went  back  fromKadeih* 
Barnca,  which  is  fpoken  of,  D„*ut.  viii.  15.  "  Who  led  thee  thro* 
the  great  and  terrible  wiidernefs,  wherein  were  fiery  ferpents  and 
fcorpions,  and  drought,  where  there  was  no  water.”  Though  this 
generation  had  a  much  greater  trial,  than  the  generation  of  their 
fathers  had  before  they  came  to  Kadeih-Bsrnea,  yet  they  never 
murmured  againft  God  in  any  wife,  as  their  fathers  had  done  :  But 
their  trials  had  a  contrary  eftefh  upon  them,  to  awaken  them, 
convince,  and  humble  them,  and  fit  them  for  great  mercy.  They 
were  awakened  by  thofe  awful  judgments  of  God  that  he  tnfliClcd 
on  thtir  fathers,  whereby  their  carcaflts  fell  in  the  wiidernefs. 
And  Qo4  poured  out  his  fpirit  with  thofe  awakening  providence* 
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Awards  their  father*,  and  their  own  travel  in  the  wlldefnefi,  and 
the  word  p, cached  to  them  by  Mofes  ;  r.ertby  they  were  greatly 
awakened,  and  made  to  fee  the  badnefs  oi  their  own  hear  s,  and 
were  bumble  J,md  at  length  multitudes  o*  them  favingly  convened  ; 
*s  D-ut.  wiii.  2  3,  “  And  thou  (halt  remember  the  way  which  the 
Lord  tbyGod  led  thee  thefe  forty  years  in  the  wildernefs, to  humble 
thee  and  to  prove  thee,  and  to  kaow  what  was  thine  hearty 
whether  thou  would  ft  krep  hit  commandments,  or  no.  And 
he  humbled  thee,  fee.  A  d,  verfe  15.  “  Who  led  thee  through 
that  great  and  terrible  wiidernef*. — —  hat  he  might  humble  thee* 
and  ti  at  he  mig*t  p  ov«  thee,  to  do  tnee  good  at  thy  latter  end.'° 
And  therefore  it  is  faid,  Hof.  iiii.  £  “I  did  know  the*  in  iha 
vrilderRcf?,  in  the  land  of  great  drought,"  God  allured  ?hcm,  and 
brought  them  into  that  wilder^  fs,‘ and  fp  ke  comfort-  f  \  to  them* 
as  it  was  foretold  that  he  won  J  do  afterwards,  Hof  ti  14. 

Tnofe  terrible  judgements  tha*  were  executed  in  the  congregation 
after  their  turning  back  from  Kadcfh  B  mea,  in  the  matter  of 
Koah,  and  the  matter  of  Pcor,  were  chief!  on  the  old  geremion* 
whom  G id  confuted  in  the  wildernef*.  Fhofe  scbeiltons  were 
chiefly  *mong  the  elders  of  the  congregation  who  were  of  the  o'der 
generation,  that  God  had  given  up  to  their  heart*  hfl  ;  and  they 
walked  in  their  own  counfds,  anti  God  Was  graved  with  their 
manners  forty  yens  in  the  wildcrneis* 

But  that  ihrs  younger  congregation  were  eminent  for  piety, 
appears  by  all  their  hiftory.  The  former  generation  were  wicked, 
and  were  followed  with  cuTes  \  but  this  wss  holy,  and  wonderful 
blelfing*  followed  them.  God  did  great  thing*  for  them  ;  he  foughs 
for  them,  and  gave  ihsm  the  pofteflion  of  Canaan.  And  it  is  God’s 
teanner,  when  he  hath  very  gre&t  mercies  to  beftow  on  a  vifiblc  peo« 
pie,  tiifk  to  fit  them  for  them,  and  then  to  beftow  them  on  them** 
3j  it  was  here  :  They  believed  in  God, and  by  faith  ovcrcameSihof* 
and  Og,  and  the  giants  of  Canaan  ;  and  arc  commended  for  cleav¬ 
ing  unto  the  Lord  :  J  dh  xxiii  8  Joftuia  fays  unto  them,  *'  Cleave 
tmto  thcLord,  s ,  ye  have  done  unto  this  day.”  And  fo  Ifrael  did  all 
tht  while  that  ge  er-tion  lived.  Bssjt  whcnjcftuia  and  al  that  £cre~ 
ration  were dead,  there  arofe  another  generation  that  knew  not  the 
Lord.  This  pious  generation  (bowed  a  laudable  and  'v-vtnX  1  l 
for  Go d  on  feveral  occafions  ;  on  occafion  of  Achan's  fin  ;  but  cf~ 
peciaby  when  they  fufpetfed  the  two  tribe*  and  a  half  had  fn  tip 
tn  altar  in  opp  -fition  to  the  altar  of  burnt- offering.  There  never 
was  any  generation  of  Ifrael  that  fo  much  good  and  fo  little  evil 
is  men**  , and  of.  as  this  ge ce^ation.  It  is  further  obfervcsbfc,  thac 
in  the  time  of  th*s  ger  era  turn  was  the  fecond  general  circumcifion^ 
whereby  tht  reproach  of  Ifraehwas  fully  rolled  a  way,  and  they 
bet^rr*^  pure  j  and  when  afterwards  they  were  polluted  by  Aehaa,, 
!bcy  purged  thriafeive*  again*  U  Jh& 
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The  mtn  of  the  former  generation  being  dead,  and  God  h?v'*g 
fantfifi-d  this  younger  generation  tohimfeif,  he  folcmniy  renewed 
his  covenant  with  them,  as  we  hive  a  particular  account  in  the 
chapter  of  Deuteronomy.  We  fiad  that  fuch  folcmn  renovfcf  ionf 
of  tne  covenant  commonly  accompanied  any  r&m&rkaLIe  pour?rt 
out  of  the  Spli it,  ctufing  a  genera!  refotmatson  -  So  we  find  it  wa* 
la  Hezikiah  3  and  Jofiah  s  times.  It  is  quciiiouablt  whether  there 
ever  was  a  time  of  fo  great  a  flouriAiitig  of  religion  in  the  Ifraditifli 
church,  as  in  that  generation  ;  and  a»,  in  the  Chriftixn  church, 
religion  was  in  its  moft  flourSflhing  circumftanccs  in  the  day  of  its 
efpoufahs,  or  firft  fetting  up  of  that  church,  in  the  days  of  the 
apoftks,  fo  it  ftcmi  to  have  been  with  the  Jewifh  church  in  the 
days  of  its  firft  cftablHhment  in  Mofcs's  and  Jofhua'*  tidies. 

Thus  God  at  this  time  did  glorieufly  advance  the  work  of  tedemp- 
tfon,  both  by  his  word  and  Spirit.  By  this  pouring  out  mf  the  Spirit 
of  Gad,  the  work  of  redemption  was  promoted,  not  only  as  it  was 
In  itfelf  a  glorious  inftance  of  the  carrying  on  of  thatredemption  in 
the  application  of  it,  but  as  this  was  what  God  made  ufe  of  as  a 
means  of  the  good  and  orderly  efiablilhtnent  of  the  church  of  Ifrae! 
at  its  firfi  beginning,  when  it  was  firA  fettled  in  the  regular  obfer- 
vanee  of  God’s  ordinances  in  Canaan  :  Even  as  the  pouring  Out  of 
the  Spirit,  in  the  beginning  of  the  CbiAian  church,  was  a  great 
means  God  made  ufe  of  for  the  well  cfbbli&ing  the  ChriAiaa 
church  ii  the  world  in  all  fucceeding  ages. 

XI.  The  neat  thing  I  would  obferve,  is  God's  bringing  the 
people  of  Ifrae!  under  the  band  of  jofhua,  and  fettling  them  in  that 
Und  where  Chrift  was  to  be  born,  and  which  was  the  great  type  of 
the  heavenly  Canaan,  which  ChriA  has  purehafed.  This  was  done 
by  Joftiua,  who  was  of  Jofeph’s  poAcrity,  and  was  m  eminent  type 
of  Chrift,  and  Is  therefore  called  the  fbepherd,  the  Aonc  of  Ifrael# 
In  Jacob's  blcfling  of  Jofcph,  Gen.  xlix.  14.  Being  fuch  atype  of 
Chrift,  he  bore  the  name  of  ChriA.  JcJkut  and  J«fut  are  the 
fame  name,  only  the  one  is  Hebrew,  the  other  is  Greek  :  And 
therefore,  in  the  New  Tuftament,  which  was  originally  written  in 
Greek,  Jofhua  is  called  Jefus,  A<£b  vii.  4$.  “  Which  slf,  our 

fathers  brought  in  with  Jefus,"  A  9.  Jofhua  ;  Heb.  iv.  8.  If  Jefus 

had  given  them  reft,  he  would  not  have  fpokca  of  another  day  ;** 

/,  e.  if  Jofhua  had  given  them  reft, 

God  wonderfully  polls  fled  his  pcoplo  of  this  land,  conquering 
the  former  Inhabitants  of  it,  and  the  mighty  glaits,  as  Chrift  con¬ 
quering  the  devil ;  firft  conquering  the  great  kings  of  that  part  of 
the  land  that  was  on  the  eaAern  fide  of  Jordan,  Sihon  king  of  the 
Am  or  ire#,  and  Og  king  of  Balkan  ;  and  then  dividing  the  river 
Jordan,  as  before  he  had  done  the  Red  fee  ;  catifing  the  walls  of 
Jericho  to  fall  down  at  the  found  of  the  trumpet*  of  the  pricAs ; 

that 
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$at  found  typifying  the  found  of  the  gofpel  by  the  preaehing  of 
gofpdUminifttri,  the  walls  of  the  accudcd  city  Jericho  figniiying 
i&e  walls  of  Satau’s  kingdom  ;  and  after  this  wonderfully  ddlroying 
the  mighty  hoft  of  theAmorftes  under  the  fire  king*,  caufirtg  ihc  fim 
and  moon  to  fUnd  ft  111,  to  help  the  people  againft  their  enemies^ 
at  the  prayer  p#  the  typical  Jeius ;  plainiy  holding  this  forth*  that 
God  would  m?kc  the  whole  cotirfe  of  nature  to  be  fubfervient  to  thc 
affair  of  i exemption  j  fo  that  every  thing  laoutd  yield  to  the  pur- 
pofes  of  that  work*  and  give  place  to  the  welfare  of  God  s’  redeem** 
*d  pecpic. 

Thus  did  Chrift  fhow  his  great  love  to  hit  ekft,  that  he  would 
make  the  courfe  of  nature,  im  the  frame  of  the  world,  that  he  had 
made,  and  that  he  govtrncd,  to  give  place  to  their  hsppinefs  and 
profperity*  and  (bowed  that  the  fun  and  moon,  and  all  things, 
yiliblc  and  InvifiDte,  were  theirs  by  his  purchafe.  At  the  fame 
time,  Chrift  fought  as  the  Captain  of  their  hoft,  and  caft  dowia 
great  bailfto&es  upon  their  enemies,  by  which  more  were  fhjn 
than  by  thc  fword  of  the  children  of  Ifrael*  After  ihl*  Chrift 
gave  the  people  a  mighty  victory  over  a  yet  greater  army  ia  the 
nonhern  part  of  the  land,  that  were  gathered  together -at  thc  waters 
of  Merone,  as  the  land  of  the  fea-fhere,  as  it  U  faid  Jofli,  x\.  4- 

Tfcus  God  give  the  people  whence  Chrift  was  to  proceed,  the  land 
where  he  was  to  be  born,  and  live,  and  preaeh,  and  wotk  miracles, 
and  die,  and  rife  again,  whence  he  was  to  afeend  into  heaven,  as  the 
Sand  which  was  a  great  type  of  heaven  :  Which  is  another  thing 
whereby  a  great  advance  was  made  in  the  affair  of  redemption. 

XII*  Another  thing  that  God  did  towards  carrying  on  this  affair, 
was  his  actually  fetting  up  his  ftattd  wotfhip  among  thc  people,  s? 
It  had  bten  before  inftrtuted  in  the  wildercefs.  Tail  woyfhip  was 
appointed  at  Mount-Sinai,  wholly  in  fubfcrviency  to  this  great 
affair  of  redemption.  It  was  to  mike  way  for  the  coming  ofChrifi; 
and  the  innumerable  ceremonial  obfervancej  of  it  were  typical  of 
kirn  and  his  redemption.  This  wadhip  was  chiefly  inftttuicd  a$ 
Mount  Sinai ;  but  it  was  gradually  fe,  up  in  pradice  It  was  partly 
fet  up  ia  the  wiidcrocfs,  were  the  t^l  r  nacle  and  its  vcfleli  were 
made  ;  but  there  were  many  parts  of  thtir  inftiruted  worfhnp  that 
eould  not  be  obferred  in  the  wildcrrwf^by  re\fon  of  their  un  fettled. 
Itinerant  ftate  there  :  aqd  then  there  were  many  p  eerpr*  that  ?c- 
fpc<fl  the  lat'd  of  Csmsn,  and  ihdr  cities  and  places  of  habitation 
there  :  which  therefore  coid  i  not  be  pu  ir  pr*dice,  1 5r  1  th<  y  c?m© 
into  that  lard.  But  now,  when  thic  was  brought  to  p,  fs  God  fet 
ep  his  tabernacle  in  tbs  sitdft  of  his  people,  a*  he  had  I  do  r  pro* 
jnifed  them, Lev. xxvu  1  i.“I  wi!!  fet  up- my  t?befnacfeanvi>:  g  yen’* 
The  tabernacle  was  fet  up  Sniloh ,  jedh.  arvui  1,  srrf  the  nriefs 
tad  Lcvites  had  thtir  c Sices  appointed  them,  the  ernes  of 
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g-  *..•  appointed  ,  and  now  the  peep’,  were  Jn  s  condition  to 
obferv-  the.r  »«f>.  of  ib.  fjrft-fruits,  and  their  feaft,  of  ingath.ring 

;  0  bnnS  a!1  ,hc,r  m,1«*  appointed  offering,  to  the  Lord  • 
and  mo*  p,I5  of  God’,  worfhlp  were  f„  up,  though  Item, 
fbme  thtngj  that  were  not  obferved  till  afterward*. 

d3u  !v  rJr  °W  !hin* 1  notise  of,  wa.  God’,  won- 

r  F*,p fr,m  ,bis  ^  *»>« .» 

irk  W  .  IV  "P  *  ■  *he  to  , he  p| ,*  were  God’. 

Cnentet'  ,<  V  -  P'7P‘C..C’‘  ‘  w««  genp rdly  furteunded  with 

{,  *’  °PP!r  tu  >»»*»  ttfdeftroy  th«-m,  and  difpof. 

her  Tntk  °t  lpC‘r  !3t° '  °  yia’i  ume  •»>««  were  g,eat  num- 

'  V  f  Uui' ibn  <wc  hit£M  «oemi«  to  the  peo- 

ve-  a  t‘-T  '  *hi  f<  f‘0?Q  yeM  t!*  yMr«  «»«  time,  in  the 

oi  T"Tnins  !heir  «**•'*'•  «*»  getting 

P.04™  cf  Ulelr  ?»>*>  *H  the  male,  we.e  gone  Q,i, 

»hc  women,  and  thofe  who  were  not  able  to  go  up?  were  left  be- 

rltL,  "f  T*  rcmsrk;bI3'  P«fcryed  throughout  .11  gene, 
p  i  **  '.UC“  fea,M,*»  *8r«"hle  to  the  piomife  that  God  tudmsd. 

£*  IT”'  *4‘  “  NehUr  Mi  W  «»  ^fire  thy  Und,  wbej 
.^?***.gOU? ‘®;P?c*r  b#f°f«  the  Urd  thy  God  thrice  in  tha 
year  oo  wonderfully  did  God  order  affair.,  and  influence  the 
heart,  cfthetr  enemies,  tha?  though  they  wet.  fo  full  of  enmity 
Sgamfl  tfr.sl,  and  debited  to  difpoffefs  them  of  their  land,  and  had 
fo  fstr  an  opportunity  fo  often  in  their  hands,  that  the  whoie  count* 
Sty  was  left  naked  and  empty  of  all  th^t  could  ref,  ft  them,  and  it 
Would  haye  been  only  fo.r  .-Lem  to  have  gone  and  taken  p<  Ifeffion, 
and  they  could  have  had  is  without  oppofirion,  and  they  were  fo 
eager  to  take  other  opportunities  again  ft  them  ;  yet  we  never  read, 
inafl  their  Mftpry,  of  any  of  their  enemies  taking  thefe  oppor- 

eun,ttf  :  which  could  be  no  Ids  than  a  continual 

auracie,  that  God,  for  the  profervstion  of  his  church,  kept  up  for 
fo  many  generator  s  evtw  throughput  the  age*  of  the  Old  Tcf» 
tament. "  Ir  was  finely  a  wonderful  d’fpenfatian  ofdivi.  e  provi* 
dej;ce  to  maintain  and  promote  God's  great  dtfign  of  redemption. 

XiV.  God  i  preferring  his  church  and  the  true  religion  from 
being  wholly  c: zduft  in  the  frequent  apart*  fie*  of  the  Ifraclites  in 
^he  time  c#  the  judges.  How  prone  was  that  people  forfake  the 
fcfue  Qod,  that  had  done  fuch  wonderful  thii.gi  tor  them,  and  to 
fall  into  idolatry  !  and  how  did  the  land,  from  time  to  time,  f  tax 
%o  be  almort:  over  rm  with  idolatry  !  But  yet  God  never  fuffeted 
fcis  true  worihip  ta  be  totally  rooted  out  t  hii  tabernacle  flood,  the 
wa»  p'cferved,  the  book  of  th®  law  was  kept  from  being  def- 
^royed,  Gbd's  prierthood  wu  upheld,  and  God  Aill  had  a  church 

'*»<?»!  pw!«  i  *ad  tlm  tfttf  tim,  wheo  rdigioa  ftemed  tQ 

.  x/i  3  '  ■  V"  *  '  ■  be 
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fee  almoft  gone,  and  it  wze  come  to  the  laft  extremity t  the*  God 
granted  a  revival,  and  fent  feme  angel  Or  prophet,  ur  raifed  up 
iom5  eminent  perfon,  to  be  an  infbument  of  their  reformation. 

XV.  God’s  preferving  that  nation  from  being  deftroyed,  and 
delivering  them  from  time  to  time,  although  they  were  fo  oft«* 
fobdued  and  brought  under  the  dominion  of  their  cnemiet.  It  Is  * 
wonder,  not  only  that  the  true  religion  was  not  wholly  rooted  out, 
and  fo  the  church  destroyed  that  way  ;  but  slfo  that  the  very  na® 
tion  in  which  that  church  was,  was  not  utterly  deftroyed  j  they 
were  fo  often  brought  under  the  power  of  their  enemies.  On« 
while  they  were  fubdued  by  Ohuflian-rifbataim  king  of  Mcfopota- 
wia,  another  while  they  were  brought  under  the  Moabites  ;  and 
then  they  were  fold  into  the  hand  of  Jabin  king  of  Canaan  ;  and 
then  they  were  under  the  dominion  of  the  Midunitcs  ;  and  then 
were  forely  diftrefTcd  {$r  the  children  of  Ammon  ;  and  then  by  the 
Philiftiacs.  But  yet  God,  in  all  thefe  dangers,  preferved  them, 
and  kipi  them  from  being  wholly  overthrown  :  and  from  time  to 
time,  when  it  was  come  to  extremity,  and  God  faw  that  they  were 
upon  the  very  brick  of  ruin,  then  God  raifed  up  a  deliverer,  a* 
greeabk  to  Deur,  xxxii,  36.  fi  For  the  Lord  fhall  judge  his  peo¬ 
ple,  and  repent  bimfdf  for  his  fervants ;  when  he  feeth  theif 
power  is  gone,  and  there  is  none  (hut  up  or  left/' 

Tbofe  r<;naa?kabk  defpenfations  of  Providence  are  very  iivelily 
and  elegant  y  fit  forth  by  the  Pfalmift,  Pfal.  cvif  34.  & 0. 

Thefe  deliverers  that  God  raifed  up  from  time  to  time  were  all 
types  cf  Chart,  the  great  redeemer  and  deliverer  of  hi®  church  5 
and  fame  of  them  very  remarkably  fo  ;  as,  particularly,  Barak, 
Jephthah,  Gideon,  and  Samfcn,  in  very  many  particulars  $  and 
above  all  in  the  ids  of  Samfon,  as  might  be  fhown,  were  it  not 
that  this  would  rake  up  too  much  time. 

XVI.  It  h  cbfcrvabfe,  that  when  Chrift  appeared  to  manage  the 
afLirs  of  his  church  in  this  period,  he  often  appeared  in  the  form 
of  that  nature  that  he  took  upon  him  in  his  incarnation.  So  he 
feemi  to  have  appeared  toMofes  from  time  to  ti  roc,  and  particularly 
at  that  time  when  God  fpake  to  him  face  to  face,  at  a  man  fpcak» 
cth  to  his  friend,  and  he  beheld  the  fimilitude  of  the  Lord  (Numb, 
5cii.  S  ),  af  er  he  had’befought  him  to  fhow  him  his  glory  ;  which 
was  the  moft  rtena^k^bie  vifion  that  ever  he  had  of  Chrift.  Tbert 
tyas  a  twofold  difeovery  that  Mofcs  had  of  Chrift :  one  was  fpiri- 
tual,  made  to  hit  mind,  by  the  word  that  was  proclaimed,  when  he 
proclaimed  his  name,  faying,  11  The  Lord,  the  Lord  God,  merciful 
aad  gracious,  long  fuffering,  and  abundant  in  goedeefs  and  truth, 
keeping  mercy  for  thoufands,  forgiving  iniquity  and  tranfgreflioQ 
and  fin,  and  that  will  by  no  means  clear  the  guihy  ;  vifuing  the 


iniquity  of  tbs  frtheis  upon  the  children.  and  upon  the  children.* 
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ehildren,urtto  the  third  and  to  the  fourth  generation/*  Exod.  xniy, 
6  Arc.  Another  was  external;  which  was  that  whichMofes faw,  when 
Chrift  paffi*d  by,  and  put  him  in  a  deft  of  the  rock,  and  covered 
feiSi  with  his  hand,  fo  that  Mofes  faw  hi?  back- parts.  What  he 
idw  was  doubt  lefs  the  back- parts  of  a  glorious  human  f  or®, in  which 
Chrift  appeared  to  him, and  in  all  iikehood  the  form  of  his  giprificd 
human  nature,  in  which  be  ftouM  afterwards  appear.  Hr  faw  net 
his  face  ;  for  it  is  not  to  be  fuppofed  that  any  man  could  fubfifl  uq* 


d^r  a  fight  of  the  glory  cf  Chrifl’s  human  nature  *$  it  now  appears. 

So  it  was  an  hum  m  fora*  ia  w.hichChrUt  appeared  to  the  feventy 
elders,  of  which  we  have  an  account  Exod.xxiv.9  10.  j  1.  “Then 
went  up  Mofes  and  Aaron ,  N  ;dab  and  Abihu,  and  feventy  of  the 
alders  of  1  fracl  And  they  faw  thtGodof  Ifrsel :  and  there  was  un» 
flier  his  feel,  as  It  we?e  2  paved  wo  k  of  a  fapphire-ftonf,  and  as  it 
•vere  the  body  of  heaven  in  his  clearnefs.  Afcd  upon  the  nobles  of 
the  children  of  If/^el  he  laid  not  his  hand  ;  alfo  they  faw  God, 
arid  did  cat  and  drink/’  So  Chr ift  appeared  afterwards  to  J  fhua 
in  the  form  of  the  human  nature,  J>fb,  v.  13.  14,  (t  Aad  it  cam® 
t©  pafs  when  Jofhua  was  by  Jericho,  he  lift  up  his  eyes,  and  lock¬ 
ed,  and  behold,  there  flood  a  man  over  sgairifi  him,  with  a  fword 
drawn  In  his  hand  :  and  Jofhua  went  unto  him,  and  f*Id  unto  him. 
An  thou  for  us  or  for  our  adversaries  ?  And  he  laid  Nay,  but 
bs  captain  of  the  hoft  of  the  Lord  am  l  now  come*”  And  f$ 
be  appeared  to  Gideon,  Judg.  vi,  u,  &c.  and  fo  alfo  to  Manoab 
Judg.  aiii.  17.-21.  Here  Chrift  appeared  to  Mafcosh  in  a  rrpre- 
fesnution  both  of  his  incarnation  sad  death  ;  of  hia  incarnation, 
in  that  he  appeared  in  a  human  form  ;  and  of  big  death  and  f offer¬ 
ings,  reptefented  by  the  facrfice  of  a  kid,  and  by  his  sfeerdi  ;g 
vp  in  ths  flame  of  the  faezirtee  ;  intimating,  fchit  it  was  he  tha  was 
the  great  iacriflec,  that  mufi  be  offered  up  to  God  fo:  a  fw<eet  ia- 
vour,  in  the  fire  of  his  wrath,  as  that  kid  was  burned  and  afeeaded 
up  in  the  flame.  Chrift  thus  appeared,  time  s*ter  time,  in  the 
form  or  that  nature  he  was  afterward?  to  take  upon  him  ;  becaufe 
he  bow  appeared  on  the  fares  ddign,  and  to  carry  on  the  fame 
work,  that  he  was  to  appear  in  that  nature  to  work  out  and  cany  on. 

XVIL  Another  thing  I  *ould  mention,  done  in  this  period  to¬ 
wards  the  work  of  redemption.  Is  the  beginning  of  a  fuceeffion  of 
prophets,  and  cradling  a  fchool  of  the  prophets,  in  Samuel's  time* 
There  was  fometbing  of  this  fpirit  of  prophecy  in  Ifracl  after 
Mofes,  before  Samuel,  Jofhua  and  many  of  thejudgeshad  a  degree 
of  it/  Deborah  war  a  proph^tefs  ;  and  feme  of  the  high  priefts 
were  infpired  with  this  fpirit ;  particularly  Eli  :  and  that  fpsce  of 
time  was  not  wholly  without  inftances  of  thofe  that  were  ft t  appart 
jE.f  God  efpec’aUy  to  this  office,  and  fo  were  called  prophets.  Sucji 

puc  »g  read  of,  Judg,  vi,  8.  “TheLord  fent  aporphet  untoth® 

childr<5Q 


the  Wo;k  of  REDEMPTION,  ^ 

children  of  Ifrael,  which  faid  urfto  them,*'  &c.  Such  an  one  it 
f.snii  to  h«ve  been  that  we  read  of,  I  Sam,  ii.  27.  a  aocj  ttlcfa 
Come  a  man  of  God  to  EE,"  &c. 

Eat  thufe  was  no  fuch  Order  of  men  upi  eld  is  Ifrsel  for  any  con« 
ffancy,  before  Samuel  ;  the  want  of  it  is  liken  notice  of  in  iSanu 
iii  I.  Si  And  the  word  cf  the  Lord  was  precious  in  thofe  days  j 
there  was  no  open  vifioa.”  But  in  Samuel  there  was  btgjn  a  foe* 
Cellion  of  prophets,  that  was  maintained  continually  hem  that 

time,  at  lcaft  with  very  little  interruption,  till  this  fpMt  el  pro* 

phecy  ceafed,  about  Malaehi's  time  :  and  therefore  S.mjtlis  fpok- 
cn  in  the  Ne  w  Teftaroent  as  the  beginning  of  the  fucccffion  of  pro¬ 
phets.  Ads  iii.  24,  And  all  the  prophets  from  Samuel,  and  thofe 
that  follow  after,  as  many  as  hive  fpoken,  have  foretold  of  thefe 
days."  After  Samuel  was  Nathan,  and  Gad  and  Iddo,  and  Hc- 
mtn,  and  Afaph,  and  others.  And  afterwards,  in  the  latter  end 
of  Salomon's  reign,  we  read  of  Ahijah  ;  and  in  Jeroboam  and  Re* 
feoboam's  time  wc  read  of  prophets  ;  arid  fo  Continually  nnt  pro¬ 
phet  fuccesded  another,  till  the  captivity;  We  read  in  the  wri¬ 
tings  of  thofe  prophets  that  are  inferted  into  the  caaon  of  the  feip- 
-  fares,  of  piopbcts  as  being  a  coafiant  order  of  men  upheld  in  the 
land  in  ihofc  days  :  and  in  the  time  of  the  captivity  there  were 
propn?:*  ft  ill,  aiEzvkiel  and  Daniel  ;  and  after  the  captivity  there 
were  prophets,  ai  Z  xharis^,  Higgai,  and  Malachi. 

Beciufc  God  intended  a  conftant  fuccsflion  of  prophets  from 
Samuel's  time,  therefore  in  his  time  was  begun  a  fckool  of  the  pro¬ 
phets  ;  that  is,  a  fchool  of  young  men,  that  were  trained  up  under 
fome  great  prophet,  who  was  their  matter  and  teachet  in  the  ftudy 
of  divine  things,  and  the  pra&ice  of  hollnefs,  to  fit  them  for  this 
office  as  God  fhould  call  them  to  it.  Thofe  young  men  that  be¬ 
longed  to  thefe  fchools,  watt  called  the  font  of  the  prophett  ;  and 
oftentimes  they  are  called  prophets.  Thefe  at  firft  were  under  the 
tuition  of  S  mud.  Thus  we  read  of  Samuel's  being  appointed  over 
them,  1  Sam.  xlw'.  20.  “  And  when  they  (iW  the  company  of 
prophets  prophefying, and  Samuel  iWing  as  appointed  over  them  " 
The  company  of  prophets  that  we  read  of  1  $am  .  x.  $.  were  the 
fame.  Afterwards  wu  read  of  their  being  under  Elijah,  Eliflu 
was  one  of  n  s  10ns  ;  but  he  defired  to  have  a  double  portion  of  hit 
fpirit,  as  his  fucccfior,  as  his  fi  ft  born,  as  the  eldeft  fon  was  wont 
to  have  a  double  portion  of  the  eftatc  of  hi-  father  ;  and  therefor* 
the  foas  of  the  prophets,  when  they  perceive*  *bst  the  fpirit  of 
Elijah  reftvd  on  nJ'lha,  fubmtttcd  theirfelyes  to  him,  ?nd  owned 
him  rrr  vtir  tn  Her,  s$  th*y  had  done  Ebj^b  befote  him  5  as  you 
may  fee  2  Kin^s  ii.  15  “  And  when  the  fom  of  the  prophets 

whic  \  were  !o  view  at  Jericho,  faw  him,  they  f*id.  The  fpirit  of 
Ebjan  doth  reft  on  Eli&au  And  they  howed  thcmfelvas  tf 
the  ground  before  him,"  Ate 
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After  Ai§  EHfha  was  their  mailer  or  teacher  ;  he  had  the  care  and 
inftru&ion  of  them  ;  as  you  may  fee,  a  King*  iv,  38. 4 '  And  £H- 
fta  came  again  to  Gi!gff,  and  there  was  a  dearth  hi  the  Lnc^  and 
the  fans  of  the  prophets  were  fi  ting  before  him  :  and  b#  faid  unto 
im  fervant.  Set  on  the  great  pot,  and  feeffe  pottage  for  the  fens 
©f  the  prophets.”  In  Elijah’s  and  Eliiha’s  time,  there  were  feve- 
ral  places  where  there  refided  companies  of  thefe  fons  oi  the  p  o- 
pfcets  ;  as  there  was  one  at  Bethel,  and  another  at  jerieho,  sad  a  * 
©other  at  Gilgsl,  unlefs  that  at  Gilgsl  and  Jericho  were  the  fame  : 
and  poflibly  that  which  is  called  the  college,  where  the  prcpheiefa 
Huldsh  refided,  was  another  at  Jerufaiem  ;  fee  1  Kings  xxii  14. 
It  is  there  faid  of  Huldah  the  prophetefs,  that  tf  flae  dw  elt  in  J:ru- 
fakm,  in  '*  the  college.”  They  had  boufes  built,  where  they  ufed 
80  dwell  together  ;  and  therefore  thofe  at  Jericho  bing  multiplied* 
and  finding  their  houfe  too  little  for  them,  defired  leave  of  their 
mailer  and  teacher  Elilha,  thst  they  might  go  and  hew  timber  to 
iuild  a  bigger ;  at  you  may  fee,  2  Kings  vi.  1.  2. 

At  fome  times  there  were  numbers  of  thefe  fons  of  the  prophets 
in  Ifrae!  5  for  when  Jezebel  cut  off  the  prophets  of  she  Lord,  it  is 
faid,  that  Obadiah  took  an  hundred  of  them,  and  hid  them  by  fS 
in  a  cave,  1  Kieg«  xviii.  4. 

Thefe  fchooU  of  the  prophets  being  fet  up  by  Samuel,  and  after¬ 
wards  kept  up  by  fueh  great  prophcti  21  Elijah  abet  Ellflaa,  mufl 
be  of  divine  appointment  5  and  accordingly  we  find,  that  thofe 
fons  of  the  prophets  were  ofcea  favoured  with  a  degree  of  infpira* 
tlon,  while  they  continued  under  tuition  in  the  feh'ools  of  the  pro¬ 
phet*  ;  and  God  commonly,  when  he  called  any  prophet  to  the' 
conftant  exercife  of  the  prophetical  office,  and  to  fome  extraordi¬ 
nary  fervice,  took  them  out  of  thefe  fchools though  not  univer- 
fdly.  Hence  the  prophet  Amos,  fpeakibg  of  his  being  called  to 
the  prophetical  office,  fays,  that  he  was  one  that  had  not  been  edu¬ 
cated  in  the  fchools  of  the  prophets,  and  was  not  one  of  the  fons  of 
the  prophets,  Amos  vii.  14  |$.  But  Amos’s  taking  notice  of  it 
as  remarkable,  that  he  fhould  be  called  to  be  a  prophet  that  had  not 
beta  educated  at  the  fchools  c£  the  prophets, (hows  that  it  was  God’s 
ordinary  manner  to  take  his  prophets  out  of  thefe  fchools  ;  for 
therein  he  did  but  biefs  his  own  institution; 

Now  this  remarkable  difpfc&fation  of  Providence  that  we  are 
upon,  viz.  God’s  beginning  a  conft&nt  fucccffion  of  prophets  in 
in  Samuel’s  time,  that  was  so  laft  many  ages  ;  and  to  that  end  efla* 
biifliing  a  fchool  of  the  prophets  under  Samuel,  thenceforward  to  be 
continued  in  Ifrae!,  was  aftep  that  God  took  in  that  great  affair  of 
redemption  that  we  arc  upon.  For  the  main  bufinefs  of  this  fuc- 
deffion  of  prophets  was,  to  forelb -jw  Chrilt,  and  the  glorious  re- 
dsmptioa  this  he  wan  t©  accomplifh,  aad  fo  to  prepare  the  way 
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for  his  coming  ;  as  appear  by  that  foremenrioned  place,  A£fo  iiu 
24.  ani  by  Acts  x.  44.  To  him  give  all  the  p»ophcts  witaef* 
a  id  by  ktii  ii*.  lS  te  But  thofe  things  which  God  before  had 
ftuwed  by  the  mouih  of  alt  hi*  prophets,  that  Chrifi  froiild  fufl'er* 
he  hath  fo  fulfilled, *' 

A*  1  obferved  before,  the  Old  Tcftament  time  W2S  like  a  time 
of  night,  wherein  the  church  was  not  wholly  without  light,  but  had 
not  the  light  of  the  fun  dirtdly,  but  a*  reflated  from  the  flats, 
N.;w  thef:  prophets  were  the  ftaers  that  reflected  the  light  of  the  fun  5 
an  7  sc;ordingly  they  fpoke  abundantly  of  Jefus  Chriif,  ai  appear*  by 
what  we  have  of  their  prophecies  in  writing.'  And  they  made  it 
very  much  their  bufinefs,  when  they  fludied  in  their  fchcols  or  col- 
lege*,  and  elfcwhtre,  to  fearch  out  the  work  of  redemption  ;  agree¬ 
able  to  what  the  apoftle  Peter  fays  of  them,  1  Pet.  i.  i#»  1 1.  “  Of 
which  falvation  the  prophet*  have  enquired,  and  fear  chad  diligent¬ 
ly,  who  prophdied  of  the  grace  that  foould  come  unto  you  ;  fearch* 
ing  what,  or  what  manner  of  time  the  Spirit  of  Chrift  that  was  ira 
them  did  fignify,when  it  unified  beforehand  the  fufferings  of  Chrifty 
and  the  glory  that  frould  follow.”  We  arc  told,  that  the  church  of 
the  Redeemer  i*  built  oa  the  foundation  of  the  prophets  and  apofUes0 
tfre  Redeemer  himfelf  being  the  chief  corner  Rone,  Eph.  ii,  20. 

This  wa*  the  lirft  thing  c?  the  nature  that  ever  was  done  in  the 
World  5  and  it  wa*  a  great  thing  that  God  did  towards  further  ad¬ 
vancing  this  great  building  of  redemption.  There  had  been  before 
ocaf/oostl  prophecies  of  Chrifiq  as  was  frown  ;  but  now  the  time 
drawing  nearer  when  she  Redeemer  fhoiild  come,  it  p leafed  God  13 
appoint  a  eeruia  order  of  men,  in  conRant  fucceffion,  whofe  main 
bufinefs  it  frould  be,  to  forsfrow  Chriil  and  hi*  redemption,  and 
*•  his  forerunners  to  prepare  the  way  for  his  coming  ;  and  God 
cftablifhed  fchoob,  wherein  multitudes  were  frR  ruffed  and  trained 
up  to  that  cod,  Kcv,  xis.  10  t4  1  a 01  thy  fellow  fervant,  and  of 
thy  brethren  that  have  the  teftimony  of  Jefus  ;  for  the  tcftimojty 
©f  Jcfusi*  the  fpiraa  of  prophecy 

PART  V. 

From  David  to  the  Babyldnifh  daptivi tyj 

ICO  VIE  now  to  the  fifth  period  of  the  times  of  she  Old  Teftameaf, 
oeginoing  with  David,  and  extending  to  the  Babylonijh  captivity  3 
in  i  would  now  procreJ  Jo  frow  how  the  work  of  redemption  was 
carried  on  through  this  period  alfoa— ™And  here, 

I.  The  firft  ihsng  %o  b«  taken  notice  of,  is  God's  anointing  tbag 
on  th^t  was  so  be  the  mceftoir  of  Chrift,  to  be  king  over  fai$ 
pc  ipse.  The  difpenfations  of  Providence  that  have  been  taken 
na-fce  of  through  tke  lifl  period,  from  Mofcs  to  this  time,  rtfpeft 
liie  paopls  flracacc  Chrift  was  to  priced,  But  now  the  fcriptur$* 

|m  V0'%  '  I  *  hiiloty  ■- 
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faiftory  leads  us  to  confider  God's  providence  towards  that  particufai 
pcrfon  whence  Chrift  was  to  proceed,  viz.  David,  It  plcafed  Gcd 
at  this  time  remarkably  to  felcft  out  <hat  perfon  of  whom  Chrifl 
was  to  come,  from  all  the  thoufands  of  Ifrael,  and  to  put  a  mol 
honorable  mark  of  diftindtion  upon  him,  by  anointing  him  to  bs 
king  over  his  people.  It  was  only  God  that  could  find  him  out. 
His  father's  houfe  is  fpoken  of  as  being  little  in  Ifrael,  and  Ke  wai 
the  youngeft  of  all  the  foni  of  his  father,  and  waa  leaft  expeditd  to 
be  the  man  that  God  had  chofen,  by  Samuel,  God  had  before,  in 
the  former  ages  of  the  world,  remarkably  difl in guilhed  the  perfons 
from  whom  Chrift  was  to  come  ;  as  he  did  Seth,  and  Noah,  and 
Abraham,  and  Ifaac,  and  Jacob,  But  the  laft  we  have  any  account 
of  God’s  marking  out  in  any  notable  manner,  the  vciy  perfon  of 
v  whom  Chrift  was  to  come,  was  in  Jacob's  blc fling  his  fan  Judah  ; 
imlefs  we  reckon  Nahftion's  advancement  in  the  wijdemefs  to  be 
the  head  of  the  tribe  of  Judah.  But  this  diftindtion  of  the  perfon 
of  whom  Chrift  was  to  come,  in  David,  was  very  honorable  ;  for 
it  was  God's  anointing  him  to  be  king  over  his  people.  There  wai 
fomething  further  denoted  by  David's  anointing,  than  was  in  the 
anointing  of  Saul.  God  anointed  Saul  to  be  king  perfonally  ;  but 
God  intended  fomeihing  further  by  fending  Samuel  to  anointDavid, 
viz,  to  cft&blifts  the  crown  of  Ifrael  in  him  and  in  his  family,  as 
long  ai  Ifrael  continued  to  be  a  kingdom  ;  and  not  only  fo,  put 
what  was  infinitely  more  ftill,  eftabiilhing  the  crown  of  his  univerf  1 
church,  his  fpirituai  Ifrad,  in  his  feed,  to  the  end  of  the  world,  and 
Sh/cughour  all  eternity. 

This  was  a  great  difpenfation  of  God,  and  a  great  ftep  taken 
towards  a  further  advancing  of  the  work  of  redemption,  accord¬ 
ing  as  the  time  drew  near  wherein  Chrift  was  to  come.  David,  s§ 
he  was  the  anceftor  of  Chrift,  fobe  was  the  greateft  perfor.il  type 
ofChrift  of  all  under  thcO  d  TcfUment,  The  types  of  Chrift  were 
of  three  forts  ;  types  of  inftitution,  or  inftituted  types,  and  provi¬ 
dential  and  perfonal  types.  The  ordinance  of  facrificing  was  the 
greateft  of  the  inftituted  types  ;  and  the  redemption  out  of  Egypt 
was  the  greateft  of  the  providential  types ;  and  David  the  greateft 
of  the  perfcnal  types.  Hence  Chrift  is  often  called  David  in  the 
prophecies  of  feripturc  ;  as  Ezek.  xxxiv.  23.24.  0  And  I  will 
fet  up  one  (hepherd  over  them, and  he  fhail  feed  them,  cvei  my 
fervant  David  ; — -My  fervant  David  a  prince  among  them  and 
fo  in  many  other  places :  and  he  is  very  often  fpoken  of  as  the 
feed  of  David,  and  the  fon  of  Divide 

David  being  the  anceftor  and  great  type  of  Chrift,  bis  being  fo- 
lemnly  anointed  by  God  to  be  king  over  his  people,  that  the 
kingdom  of  his  church  might  be  continued  in  his  family  for  ever, 
i»ay  in  fom©  refpsfts  bdookc^on  as  an  anointing  of  Chrift  himfdf; 

'  Chrift 
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Chrift  was  u  It  were  anointed  in  him  ;  and  therefore  Chrilfs  an¬ 
ointing  and  David's  anointing,  are  fpoken  of  under  one  in  ferip- 
ture,  as  Pfal.  Ixxxix.  20.  "  I  have  found  David  my  fervant ;  with 
iry  holy  oil  have  I  anointed  him,**  And  Divid  *  throne  and 
Chrift’s  are  fpoken  of  as  one  :  Luke  132.  *•  And  the  Loid  fhall 
give  him  the  throne  of  his  father  David  ”  A&s  ii#3o.  “David- 
knowing  that  God  had  fvrorn  with  an  oath  to  him,  that  of  the 
fruit  of  his  loins,  according  to  the  flefb,  he  would  raife  up  Chrift 
to  fet  on  his  throne.*’  Thus  God’s  beginning  of  the  kingdom  of 
his  church  in  the  houfc  of  David,  was, as  it  weie,  anew  eftabHfij- 
ing  o ( the  kingdom  of  Chrift  ;  the  beginning  of  it  in  a  Aate  of 
fuch  viability  as  it  thenceforward  continued  in.  It  was  as  it  were 
God’s  planting  the  root,  whence  that  branch  of  righteoufnefs  was 
afterwards  to  fpring  up,  that  was  to  be  the  cverlafting  king  of  bis 
church;  and  therefore  this  everlafting  king  is  called  the  branch  from 
the  fttm  of  Jeff*.  If.  xi,  I#  “  And  there  (hall  come  forth  a  rod 
out  of  the  ftera  of  Jcfiie,  and  a  branch  /hall  grow  out  of  his  roots. 
Jer.  xziii.  5,  t(  Behold,  the  days  come,  faith  the  Lord,  that  1  will 
raife  up  unto  David  a  righteous  branch,  and  a  king  ihall  reign  and 
profper.”  So  chap,  xxxiii,  15,  “In  thofe days,  and  at  that  tun  » 
I  will  caufe  the  branch  of  righteoufnefs  to  grow  up  to  David,  and 
he  fttali  execute  judgement  and  righteoufnefs  in  the  land.”  So  Chrift 
in  the  New  TeUansent,  is  called  the  root  and  eff spring  of  David> 
Rev.  xxii.  id. 

It  is  obfervable,  that  God  anointed  David  after  Saul  to  reign  ia 
hi*  room.  He  took  away  the  crown  from  him  and  his  family, 
who  was  higher  in  future  then  any  of  his  people,  and  was  in  their 
eves  fitted  to  bear  rule,  to  give  it  to  David,  who  was  low  of  fix¬ 
ture,  and  in  comparifon,  of  defpieable  appearance  :  fo  God  was 
pleafed  to  (how  how  Chrift,  who  appeared  defpieable,  » iihout 
form  or  comelinefs,  and  was  defpifed  and  rejc&ed  of  men,  fhould 
take  the  kingdom  from  the  great  ones  of  the  earth.  And  alfo  it  10 
obfeivablc,  that  David  was  the  youngeftof  Jdfc's  fans,  as  Jacob 
the  younger  brother  fupplanted  Efau,  and  got  the  birthright  and 
bulling  from  him:  and  as  Pharcz,  another  efChrift’s  ancefioi*,  fup- 
pLntcd  Zarah  in  the  birth  ;  and  as  Ifaac,  another  of  the  anchors 
bf  Chrift, caft  out  his  elder  brother  Khcnael ;  thus  was  that  frequent 
fay  ing  of  Chrift  fulfilled,  “The  hft  Hull  tc  firft,  and  thsfirib  h* 

II.  Xbe  next  thing  I  would obferve,  is  God’s  fo  preserving  D  *- 
vid*»  life,  by  a  {cries  of  wonderful  providences,  till  Saul’s  death* 
1  before  rook  notice  of  the  wonderful  preservation  of  et parti¬ 
cular  p^r^ons  that  were  the  anchors  of  Chrift  ;  as  Moat , 

Kiac,  J'Cob  5  and  have  obf?rved  how,  in  that  Chrift  the  grrat  Re¬ 
deemer  wa*  to  orcceed  fern  them,  that  ?r  their  prefe  vatjon,  the 
Wm*  oi  redcaaptioa  itfclf  »ay  be  looksd  »p©a  a?  piefsrved  fro® 
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being  defeated,  and  the  whole  church,  which  in  redeemed  through 
him  ft om  being  overthrown.  But  the  prefervation  of  Dsvid  was  no 
lefs  remarkable  than  tH  a t  of  any  others  thaMt  have  been  already  taken 


Siptrcc  c f.  How  often  way  it  fq,  that  there  was  but  a  Arp  between 
him  and  death.  Tjie  hr  ft  in  fiance  of  it  we  have  in  h?s  encounter* 
ieg  a  lion  and  a  b$ar,  when  they  had  caught  a  Iamb  out  of  his  flock* 
whtch;  without  miraculous  afliftaoce,  copit}  as  once  have  rent  this 
young  tripling  in  pices*,  as  they  cotald  the  lamb  that  he  delivered 
from  thesp  ;  fo  afterwards  the  root  and  offspring  of  David  was 
preferysd  from  the  roaring  lion  that  goes  about  feeking  whom  he 
may  devour,  apd  conquered  him,  and'  refeued  the  poor  fouls  of 
S3^en  ,  that  were  as  lambs  ia  the  mouth  of  ‘his  lion.  Another  re¬ 
markable  jo  fiance  was,  in  prefervfog  him  from  that  raighty  giant 
Qoliath,  who  was  fir  png  enough  to  have  taken  him,  and  picked 
him  to ;  pieces  with  his  finger*,  and  given  his  fiefh  to  the  beafti  of 
the  fidd,  and  to  the  fowls  of  the  air,  as  he  threatened  him  :  but 


God  prefer ved  b  im  from  Mm*  and  gave  him  the  vidlory  over  him* 
fo  that  he  cutoff  his  head  with  has  own  {word,  and  made  him  there¬ 


in  the  deliverer  of  hi®  people  ;  zs  Chrtft  flew  she  fpiritual  Goliath 
with  his  owa  weapon,  the  croft? ,  and  fo  delivered  his  people.  And 
hpvr  remarkably  iiid  God  prefer ve  him  from  being  fiain  by  Saul* 
when  he  far  ft  fought  his  life,  by  giving  him  h  is  daughter  to  be  u 
fnare  to  him,  that  the  hand  of  the  Philiftir.es  might  be  upon  him* 
inquiring  him  tq  pay  for  her  by  an  hundred  fprtfkini  of  the  Phi- 
liftings,  that  fo  his  life  might  be  erpofed  to  them  ;  and  In  preferr¬ 
ing  him  afi^rw^rds,  when  §*u!  fpake  to  Jonathan/  and  to  all  his 
feivanis,  to.  fell!  David  ;  sod  in  inclining  Jonathan,  infiead  of  his 
killing  him,  as  his  father  bade  him,  to  love  him  as  hi*  own  foul* 
and  to  be  a  great  Inftrumsnt  pf  Ms  preferyation,  even  fo  as  to  ex¬ 
po  fs  his  oivn  life  to  preserve  David  j  though  one  would  have 
thought  that  none  would  have  been  mors  willing  to  have  David 
killed  than  Jonathan,  feeing  that  he  was  competitor  with  him  for 
bis  father’s  crown  ;  and  again  faying  him?  when  Saul  threw  a 
javelin  at  hire,  to  f calls  him  even  to  the  wall  ;  and  again 
preserving  him  when  he  feat  mcfTcpgers  lo  hia  houfe,  to  watch  him, 
when  MkhrJ  SauFs  daughter  let  him  down  through  a  window  ;  ancf 
when  he  afterwards  fent  mefleqgers  to  his  houfe,  to  watch  him.  and 
kill  him.whenMkhal  SauFsdaughter  Icthim  down  thro’ a  window; 
and  when  he  afterwards  fant  mefTengers,  once  &  again,  toNaioth  in 
Hamah,  to  take  him,  and  they  were  remarkably  prevented  time 
sker  time, by  being  fteised  with  miraculons  impreiftons  of  the  fpirit 
of  God  ;  and  afterwards  when  Saul,  being  refolute  in  the  *  flair, 
went  Mtnfelf,  he  alfo  was  among  the  prophets  :  and  after  this, how 
wonderfully  was  David  §  life  preferved  at  Gath  among  the  Phi- 
Jiftines,  when  he  went  tp  Achifh  ^hc  king  of  Gath,  and  was  there 
m  ike  hinds  cl  thcPhiiifiiacs,  whs*  cn$  would  have  thought,  would 

'  **  ......  -  *  bay! 
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hare  difpatehed  him  at  once,  he  having  fo  much  provoked  them 
jby  bis  exploits  agiinft  them  :  and  he  was  again  wonderfully  prof¬ 
fered  at  Kcilah,  when  he  had  entered  into  a  fenced  town,  where 
Saul  thought  he  was  fure  of  him.  How  wonderfully  was  hepre- 
ferved  from  Saul,  when  he  puifucd  and  hunted  him  in  the  moun* 
jUitii  ?  riow  rcma?k*biy  did  God  deliver  hisn  in  the  wilderncfs  of 
Maon,  when  Saul  md  his  army  were  comparting  David  about  ? 
How  was  he  delivered  in  the  cave  of  Engedi^  when,  iailead  oi 
Saul’s  killing  David,  Qod  delivered  Saul  into  hi»  hand*  in  the 
**ve,  and  he  cut  off  his  Ikirt,  and  might  as  cafily  have  cut  eff  his 
head  ;  aod  afterwards  delivering  him  in  like  manner  in  the  wil- 
dernefs  of  ZIph  5  and  afterward*  again  preferving  him  in  the  land 
of  the  Philistines,  though  David  bad  fought  againft  the  PhiUtfineix, 
and  conquered  them  at  Kciiab,  fmcehc  was  laft  among  them; 
which  o&c  would  think,  would  have  been  fuflkient  warning  t© 
them  not  to  truft  him,  or  let  him  efcapc  a  fecond  time,  if  ever 
they  bad  him  in  their  hands  again  ;  but  yet  now,  when  they  had  a 
fecond  opportunity,  God  wonderfully  turned  their  hearts  10  him  t© 
befriend  and  protc<ft  him,  infteadof  deftroying  him. 

Thus  was  the  precious  feed  that  virtually  contained  the  Redeem¬ 
er ,  and  all  the  bieflings  pf  hi*  redemption,  wonderfully  preferved, 
when  bell  and  earth  were  co»fp!red  againft  it  to  deftroy  it.  How 
©ften  doei  David  himfelf  take  notice  of  this,  with  pr&ife  and  ad¬ 
miration,  in  the  book  of  Pfalmi  ? 

III.  About  this  time,  the  written  word  of  God,  or  the  cannon  of 
fer ipture,  was  added  to  by  Samuel,  I  have  before  obferved,  how 
that  the  canon  pf  Jfcripiurc  was  begun,  and  the  tirft  written  word 
©f  God,  the  firft  written  rule  of  faith  and  manners  that  ever  was, 
wa*  given  to  the  church  about  Mofei’s  time  :  and  many,  and  I  / 
know  not  but  moft  divine?,  think  it  was  added  to  by  Joftuia,  ^nd 
that  be  wrote  the  laft  chapter  of  Deuteronomy,  and  moft  of  the 
book  of  Jortiua.  Others  think  th&t  jo&ua,  Judges,  Ruth,  and  part 
pf  the  hr  ft  book  of  Samuel,  were  writen  by  Samuel.  However 
that  was,  this  we  have  good  evidence  of,  that  Samuel  made  an  ad¬ 
dition  to  the  canon  of  fer  ipture  ;  for  Samuel  is  manifcftly  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  New  Tcihmenr,  as  one  of  tht  prophets  whofe  writ¬ 
ings  we  have  in  the  feriptures,  in  that  fere  mentioned  Ads  iii,  249 

Yea  and  all  the  prophets  from  Samuel,  and  thofe  that  follow  af¬ 
ter,  as  m;ny  as  have  fpoken,  have  likewife  foretold  of  thofc  days.5" 
By  that  exprertion,  as  many  as  have  fpoken/’  cannot  be  meant, 
as  many  as  have  fpoken  by  word  of  mouth  ;  fo?  never  was  any 
prophet  but  what  did  that  :  but  the  meaning  muft  be,  as  many  as 
have  fpoken  by  writing,  fo  that  what  they  have  fpoken  has  com® 
down  to  us,  that  wc  may  fee  what  it  if. 

The  way  tha*  Samuil  fpokc  pi  ihffe  tim«t  Chrift  the  goU 

pel 
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pci.  wai  by  giving  the  hiflory  of  thofe  thing*  th«  typified  tbtm. 
i  P°,n*«d  to  them,  particularly  the  thing*  concerning  David 

«h?n«tWr0t-e-  Th!Spjri*°f  G°d  m°tfed  fci«  «°  tbofc 

Ihmg,  to  writing,  chiefly  for  that  reafon,  becaufc  they  point.d  to 

Chrift,  and  the  time*  of  the  gofpel  ;  and.  a*  was  fatd  before,  this 

the  mata  faufioefr  of  all  that  fucceili.a  of  prophet*,  that  began 
m  Samuel,  to  forefhow  thofe  time*.  “ 

That  Samuel  added  to  the  canon  of  the  feripture*  Utms  further 

29'  “  Now  lh'  of  Divid  the 
lbe  f'„‘ ,  »  *nd  aft*  beho!d»  lhey  »«  written  in  the  bock  of  Samuel 

5t  U*'h”  ,fc* bo°k.of  Joflsua  wa*  written  by  Samuel  or  not.  yet 
I  he  general  opinion  of  divine*,  that  the  book*  of  Judges,  and 

g fbifc  «f#*S  “  b°°k  *— '•  P*nn®d  by  him* 

The  book  of  Rush  wa.  penned  for  that  reafon.  becaufc  though  it 

in  ih«  ZT*  PTte  iffa.!r,>  y** the  Perfons  ehichy  fpoken  of 
j  .  f  CetC  °* ,b*  umily  wbeaee  David  and  Chrift  procced- 
ed  and  fo  pa  nted  to  what  the  apoflle  Peter  obferved  of 

ek3^  *  r  S  0t  Cf  prophets,  in  the  3d  chapter  of  A t\s. 

.  he  thu.  coding  to  the  canon  of  the  foriptute*.  the  great  and  main 
i  rument  of  the  application  of  redemption,  is  to  be  looked  upon 

*S  3  uri  cJ  '“2l‘ry^  of  that  work,  and  an  addition  made  to  that 
great  building. 


IV.  Another  thingGod  did  toward*  this  work,  at  that  time, 
was  hw  inspiring  David  to  (how  forth  Chart  and  his  redemption, 
in  kvlr^m  onSS  which  fcould  be  for  the  vr*  of  the  church,  in  pub- 
lic  worth i p  throughout  all  age*.  David  war  himfclf  endued  with 
Gi\  °fpropheey.  He  is  called  aprofhtt,  A&s  ii.  29,  30. 

Let  me  freely  fpeak  to  you  of  the  patriarch  David,  that  be  is 
both  dead  and  buried,  and  hi.  fepluchre  is  with  u*  unto  this  day  s 
f  crefore  being  a  prophet,  and  knowing  that  God  had  fworn  with 
an  oath,  &c.  So  that  herein  he  was  a  type  of  Chrift,  that  he  was 
ot  a  prophet  and  king.  We  have  no  certain  account  of  the  time 
when  David  was  f irrt  endued  with  the  fpirit  of  prophecy  ;  but  it  is 
saianifeft,  that  it  either  was  at  the  time  that  Samuel  anoi  ted  him,  or 

very  fooc  !  for  hc  aPPear*  &on  tf*er  sded  by  this  fpirit,  in 
t  e  muz  oi  Goliath  :  and  then  great  part  of  the  pfalm*  weie  penned 
if*  in?  t’me  of  his  troubles,  before  he  came  to  the  crown  ;  as  might 
friade  mamfirt  by  an  mdu<fHon  of  particulars# 

The  oil  that  watuled  in  anointing  David  was  a  type  of  the  fpirit 
ef  God  ;  and  the  type  and  the  ante  type  were  given  both  together  5 
**  we  are  told,  1  Sam,  svi.  13,  ft  Then  Samutl  took  the  horn  of 
oil,  and  anointed  him  in  th«  midftof  his  brethren  ;  and  the  fpirit 
of  Lord came  down  upca  David  from  that  day  forward  and 

if ,v  Probablc,  tbtl  it  now  cams  upon  him  in  to  prophetical  *>  flu* 
siacs#!  Tho 
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The  way  that  this  fpiric  influenced  him  was,  to  in fp? re  him  to 
fhov  forth  Chrift,  and  the  glorious  things  of  his  rciemption*  in 
divine  fongs,  fwcedy  exprefting  the  breathings  of  a  pious  foul* 
full  of  admiration  of  tht  glorious  things  of  the  Redeemer,  irflaoa<* 
ed  with  divice  love,  and  lifted  up  with  praife  ;  >nd  therefore  t.e  it 
called  thefwett  \falnufi  of  IfrasL  2  Sitr  xxiii.  I  “  N*w 
thefe  be  the  lift  words  of  D*vi?  ;  D  vid  iae  ion  ot  J  ffc  laid,  and 
the  man  who  was  railed  up  on  high,  the  anointed  of  the  God  of 
Jacob,  and  tc  fwcet  pfalmift  of  Ifrael.”  The  main  fubjedh  of 
thefe  fwcct  f  »ngs  were  th-  glorious  things  of  the  gofpcl  ;  as  is  evi¬ 
dent  by  the  interpretation  that  is  often  put  upon  them,  and  the  ufc 
that  it  made  of  them  in  the  Ncw-TdUment  ;  for  there  is  no  one 
-  book  of  the  O'!  Tdtamcnt  that  is  fo  often  quoted  in  the  New,  as 
the  book  of  Pfalms.  Joyfully  did  this  holy  man  fing  of  thofc  great 
things  of  Chris’s  redemption,  that  had  been  the  hope  and  expe&a- 
tion  of  God's  church  and  people  from  the  beginning  of  the  church 
of  God  on  earth  ;  and  joyfully  did  others  follow  him  in  it,  as  A- 
f’ph,  Hcman,  Ethan,  and  others ;  for  the  book  of  Pfalms  was  not 
all  penned  by  David,  though  the  greater  part  of  it  was.  Hereby 
the  canon  of  feripture  was  further  added  to  ;  and  an  excellent  por¬ 
tion  of  divine  writ  was  it  that  was  added. 

This  was  a  great  advancement  that  God  made  In  this  building  % 
and  the  light  of  the  gofpel, which  had  been  gradually  growing  from 
(he  fsll,  was  exceedingly  increafed  by  it :  for  whereas  before  there 
was  but  here  and  there  a  prophecy  given  of  Chrift  in  a  great  many 
ages,  now  here  Chrift  is  fpoken  of  by  his  anceftor  David  abundant¬ 
ly,  in  multitudes  of  fongs,  fpeaking  of  his  incarnation,  life,  death* 
refurre&ion,  afeenfion  into  heaven,  his  fatisfa&ion,  interceffion  5 
bis  prophetical,  kingly,  and  prieftly  office  ;  his  glorious  benefit* 
in  this  life  and  that  which  is  to  come  ;  his  union  with  the  church* 
and  bleffedntfs  of  the  church  in  him  ;  the  calling  of  the  Gentiles* 
the  future  glory  of  the  church  near  the  end  of  the  world, andCbrift’* 
coming  to  the  final  judgement.  A’!  thefe  things,  and  many  more* 
concerning  Chrift  and  hia  redemption,  are  abundantly  fpoken  of 
in  the  book  of  Pfalms. 

This  was  alfo  a  glorious  advancement  of  the  affair  of  redemption* 
at  God  Iweby  gave  his  church  3  book  of  divine  fongs  for  their 
cfe  in  that  part  of  their  puhl:c  worftrp,  fIf)g*ng  his  praifes* 
throughout  all  ages  to  the  erd  of  the  world.  It  is  tnaoifeft  the 
bcok  of  Pfalms  was  giv^n  of  God  for  tVde  end.  ft  was  ufed  in  the. 
church  oflfrael  by  God's  appointment :  »his  msnifeft  by  the  title 
of  many  of  the  pfalms,  in  which  they  are  infertbed  to  the  chief 
oaufician,  /,  f,  to  the  man  that  was  appointed  to  be  the  leader  of 
divine  fongs*  in  the  temple,  in  the  public  wnrfhip  of  lfraef.  So 
David  is  called,  tht  f-wett  pfalmift  of  Ifrael *  becaufe  he  penned 
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pfalmj  for  the  ufc  of  the  church  of  Ifraef  5  and  accordingly  ire  hat# 
an  account  that  they  were  a&oally  made  ufe  of  in  the  church  of  If- 
raelfor  that  end,  even  ages  after  David  was  dead;  as  2  Ckroa. 
xxix,  30.  €i  Moreover,  Hezckiah  the  king,  and  the  princes,  com¬ 
manded  the  Levitts  to  fing  praifes  unto  the  Lord,  with  the  words 
of  David,  and  of  Afaph  the  fecr.”  And  we  find  that  the  fame  are 
appointedin  the  New-Teflsment  lobe  made  ufc  of  in  the  ChriiUaa 
ehureh,  in  their  worffctp  :  Eph.  v.  19.  “  Speaking  to  yourfetvcS  in 
pfalmt§  hymns*  and  fpMtual  fongs.”  Col.  iiia  16,  “  AdmonHh- 
ingone  another  in  ff tints,  hymns,  and  fpiritual  fongs.”  And  fo 
they  have  been,  and  will  to  eke  end  of  the  world  be  made  ufc  of  in 
the  church  to  celebrate  the  praifes  of  God.  The  people  cf  God 
were  wont  fometis&cs  to  worfhipGod  by  finging  fongs  to  his  pTzifc 
before  ;  as  they  did  at  the  Red  fea  ;  and  they  had  Mofes’e  prophe- 
ti«al  fongy  in  the  3zd  chapter  of  Deuteronomy,  committed  to  then! 
for  that  end  ;  and  Deborah,  and  Barak,  and  Hannah,  lung  praifes 

to  God  :  but  now  fir  it  did  God  commit  to  bis  church  a  book  of  di¬ 
vine  fongs  for  their  constant  ufe. 

V.  The  next  thing  I  would  take  notice  of,  is  God’s  actually  ex¬ 
alting  David  to  the  throne  of  ifrad,  notwitbftanding  all  the  oppo¬ 
sition  made  to  it.  God  was  determined  to  do  it;  and  he  made 
tvery  thing  give  place  that  flood  in  the  way  of  it.  He  removed 
Saul  and  hisfons  out  of  the  way  ;  and  fir  ft  fet  David  over  the  trrbc 
of  Judah  ;  and  then,  having  removed  HKbo&csh,  fet  him  over  all 
IfracL  Thus  did  God  fulfil  bis  word  to  Davids  He  took  him 
from  the  (beep  cote,  and  made  him  king  over  his  people  Ifraei , 
Ffsl.  IxxviH.  7  *  •  And  novfr  the  throne  of  Ifrasl  was  cftxblifh» 
ed  is  that  family  in  which  it  was  to  continue  for  ever,  even  fc* 
ever  and  ever. 

VI.  Npsv  firft  it  vrss  that  God  proceeded  to  chufe  a  particular 
city  out  of  all  the  tribes  of  Ifraei  to  place  his  name  there.  There 
is  fevers!  times  mention  made  in. the  law  of  Mofcs,  of  the  chr|. 
dren  of  Ifrael'fl  bringing  their  oblations  to  the  place  which 
God  (hculd  chufe  ;  as  Dcut.  xil  5.  6.  7.  and  fo  in  many  other 
places ;  but  God  had  never  proceeded  to  do  it  till  now.  The  ta¬ 
bernacle  and  ark  were  never  fixed,  but  fometttoes  in  one  place,  and 
fometime*  in  another  ;  but  now  God  proceeded  to  chafe  Jcrufidcm. 

"I  he  city  of  JcrufaSem  was  never  thoroughly  conquered,  or  t^kets 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  Jebufites,  till  David’s  time.  It  is  faid  ?» 
Joihaa  xv.  63.  “  As  for  the  Jebufites  the  inhabitants  of  Jcrufalem, 
the  children  of  Judah  could  not  drive  them  out  :  but  the  Jebufites 
dwell  with  the  children  of  Judah  at  Jcrufakm  unto  this  day/’  But 
now  David  wholly  fubdued  it,  as  we  have  an  account  in  2  Sam.  v. 
And  now  God  proceeded  to  chufe  that  city  to  pkec  his  name  there, 
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$9  appears  by  David's  bringing  up  the  ark  thither  fcon  after ;  and 
therefore  this  is  mentioned  afterwards  as  the  ft  ft  time  God  pro¬ 
ceeded  fj  chufc  a  city  to  piaCe  his  name  there,  2  Chron.  vi,  §;.  6, 
and  chap.  xii.  1 3  Afterwards  God  proceeded  to  fhow  David  the 
very  pUec  where  he  would  have  his  temple  built,  vis.  in  the  thiev¬ 
ing- floor  of  Araunah  the  Jtbufite. 

This  city  of  Jerufalem  is  therefore  called  the  holy  thy  ;  and  It  was 
the  greateft  type  of  the  church  of  Chri/l  in  all  the  Old  left  assent* 
It  was  redeemed  by  David,  the  captain  of  the  hofts  of  Ifi&el,  ou£ 
of  the  hands  of  the  Jebusites,  to  be  God’s  cityf  the  holy  place  of 
his  reft  forever,  where  he  would  dwell  ;  as  Chrift,  the  captain  of 
his  people's  falvation,  redeems  his  church  out  of  the  hands  of  devils,, 
to  be  hii  holy  and  beloved  city.  Therefore  how  often  doe*  the 
feripture,  when  fptaking  of  Chrift’s  redemption  of  his  church,  call 
it  by  the  names  of  Zion  and  jirufalim  f  This  waa  the  city  that 
God  bad  appointed  to  be  the  place  of  the  firft  gathering  and  erecting 
©f  the  Chriftian  church  after  Ghrift’s  refurredion,  of  that  remark¬ 
able  pouring  out  of  the  Spirit  of  God  on  the  apoftks  and  pri¬ 
mitive  Chriftians,  and  the  place  whence  the  gofpcl  was  to  found 
forth  into  all  the  world  ;  the  place  o i  the  firft  Chriftian  church,  that 
was  to  be,  as  it  were,  the  mother  of  all  other  churches  through  the 
world;  agreeable  to  that  prophecy.  If.  ii.  3.  4.  "Out  of  Zion  fli&ll 
go  forth  the  law,  and  the  word  of  the  Lord  front  Jcrufalcm  :  and  he 
fhai!  judge  among  the  nations,  and  (hall  rebuke  many  people/"  &£« 
Thus  God  chofc  Mount  Sion  when  the  gofpei  was  to  be  founded 
forth,  as  the  law  had  been  from  Mount  Sinai. 

Vif.  The  next  thing  to  be  obferved  here,  is  God's  folemnly  te- 
sewing  the  covenant  of  grace  with  David,  and  promifing  that 
Meftiah  (hould  be  of  his  feed.  We  have  ah  account  of  h  in  the  *jth 
chapter  of  the  fecond  book  of  Samuel.  It  was  done  on  oecaflon  o£ 
the  thoughts  David  entertained  of  building  Gcd  an  boufe.  On  this 
occafion  God  fends  Nathan  the  prophet  to  him,  with  the  glorious 
promifes  of  the  covenant  of  grace.  It  is  cfpccially  contained  m 
thefe  words  in  the  i 6ih  verfe  ;  <s  And  thy  houfe  and  thy  kingdom 
fttall  be  cftablithcd  forever  before  thee ;  thy  throne  ffoall  be  eftablifhedl 
forever."  Which  ptomife  has  refpeft  £0  Cbti&,  the  feed  of -.David* 
and  is  fulfilled  in  him  only  :  for  the  kingdom  of  David  has  long 
fince  ceafed,  any  otherwift  than  as  it  is  upheld  in  Chrift,  Th«? 
temporal  kingdom  of  the  houfe  of  David  hat  now  ceafed  for  *  great 
Jfciany  ages  ;  much  longer  than  ever  it  flood.  ? 

Th*t  this  covenant  that  God  now  cftabli&ed  with  David  by  Nathan 
the  prophet,  was  the  covenant  ©f  grace,  is  evident  by  the  plaits 
teftimony  of  feripture,  in  If.  Iv.  1.  *.  j0  There  wt  have  Chrift 
inviting  Inners  to  come  to  th«  waters,  &cc%  And  in  the  jd  rcrfe0 
i*y*»  “  Incline  your  ear,  come  unto  see  ;  hear,  and  your  fouls 
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foali  lire ;  and  T  will  snake  with  you  an  everlaflkg  covenanj,  evsa 
the  fure  mercies  of  Divid.  *  Here  Chrift  offers  to  poor  finners,  If 
they  will  come  to  him,  to  give  them  an  intcreft  in  the  fame  ever- 
lifting  covenant  that  he  had  made  with  DiVtd,  conveying  to  them 
the  fame  fare  mercies.  Bur  what  it  that  covenant  that  finners  ebuia 
an  intetefl  in,  when  they  come  toChrift,  but  the  covenant  of  grace  ? 

This  was  the  fifth  folecnn  eftablilhment  of  the  covenant  of  grace 
whh  the  church  after  the  fall.  The  covenant  of  gnee  vras  revealed 
and  c  ft  abli  filed  all  along.  But  there  had  been  particular  feafons, 
wherein  God  had  in  a  very  fotemn  manner  renewed  this  covenant 
with  his  church,  giving  forth  a  new  edition  and  efublifbmcct  of  it* 
revealing  it  in  a  new  manner.  This  was  now  tbt  fifth  folcom 
eftabiilfocaent  of  that  covenant.  The  was  with  Adam,  the  fccosd 
was  with  Noah,  the  third  was  wi  fi  the  patriarchs,  Abraham,  lfaac, 
and  Jacob,  the  fou  th  was  in  the  wildernefs  by  Mofes,  and  now 
the  fifth  is  this  made  to  David, 

Tnis  eftabliihmens  of  the  covenant  of  grsce  with  David,  David 
always  efteemed  the  g’esteft  fmile  of  God  upon  him,  tfce  greattft 
honor  of  all  thatQoi  had  put  upon  him  ;  he  prized  it,  and  rejoiced 
sn  it  above  ail  the  other  bk flings  of  his  reign.  You  may  f«e  how 
jo)  fully  and  thankfully  he  received  it,  when  Nathan  came  to  hi® 
with  the  glorious  nuflige.  in  z  Sitn  vii.  18.  &c.  And  fo  David, 
in  his  Iaft  words,  declares  this  to  be  all  his  falvation,  and  all  his 
defire  ;  as  you  may  fee,  2  Sam.  xxiu.  5,  **  He  hath  made  with 

me  an  everlarting  covenant,  ordeted  in  all  things  and  face  :  For 
this  is  all  my  falvation,  and  all  tny  defire/' 

vm.  it  was  by  David  that  God  fuft  gave  his  people  IfraeJ  the 
poffcllion  of  the  whole  premifed  land.  I  have  before  fhoWn,  horr 
G'xTs  giving  the  pafTeflion  of  the  proraifed  land  belonged  to  the 
covenant  of  grace,  Thi3  was  done  in  a  great  me  >  fure  by  Jofhua, 
tu*  not  fu’ly,  Jofhua  did  not  wholly  fubdue  that  part  of  the  pro¬ 
mt  fed  land  •fiat  was  finally  called  the  had  of  Canaan,  and  that  was 
divided  by  lot  to  the  feveral  tribes  ;  but  there  were  great  number* 
rf  the  old  i  nhabitants  left  unfubdued,  as  we  read  in  the  book*  of 
J  jfbu*  and  Judges  ;  and  there  were  many  left  to  prove  Uriel,  and 
s  >  be  thorns  in  their  flies,  and  pricks  in  their  eyes.  There  wvre  the 
J.-bufites  in  Jeiufalcm,  and  many  of  the  Canaanites,  and  the  whole 
13  jiion  of  the  Philifliacs,  who  all  dwelt  in  that  part  of  the  land 
thst  was  divided  by  lot,  and  chiefly  in  that  part  of  tbc  had  that 
belong^  to  the  tribes  of  Judah  and  Ephraim, 

Thus'  thefe  remains  of  the  old  inhabitants  of  Canaan  continued 
unfubdued  till  David's  time  ;  but  he  wholly  fubdued  them  all.  Which 
I*  agreeable  to  what  St.  Stephen  ol  ferves,  A&s  vii.  49.  4t  Which 
$U>  our  fithen brought  in  withjefus  (i.  t.  Jcfhua)  into  the  pofh  ffioa 
of  (La  Gcaules,  whom  God  drove  out  before  the  face  of  ottr  fathers# 
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uftto  the  days  of  Divid.”  They  we?e  till  the  days  of  David  in  driv- 
iQg  them  oa,  before  they  had  wholly  fubciued  them.  But  David 
entirely  brought  them  under.  He  tubdued  the  Jebufite*,  and  he  fub- 
dued  the  whole  nation  of  the  Phtjifticcs,  and  ail  the  left  of  tbe  rc- 
plain*  of  the  feven  nations  of  Canaan  :  i  Chros.  sviiL  I.  “  Now 
after  this  it  came  to  pafs,  that  D.vid  fmote  the  Putiiftinci,  and 
fnbiued  them,  and  took  Gath  and  her  towers  cut  of  the  hands  ol 

the  Phil iftints.’*  . 

After  this,  all  the  remains  of  the  former  inhabitants  of  Canaan 

were  made  bondfervaats  to  the  Israelites.  The  pcfcTty  of  the 
Gibeonites  became  fervants  before,  hewers  of  wood,  arid  drawers 
of  water,  for  the  houfe  of  God.  But  Solomon,  David**  fon  and 
fuccctfor,  put  all  the  ether  remains  of  the  feven  nations  of  Canaan 
to  bjnd-ferviec  ;  at  leaft  made  them  pay  a  tribute  of  bond*  fer vice, 
as  you  m*y  fee,  i  Kings  ix.  20.  21.  2 z.  And  hence  we  read  of 
the  children  of  Solomon’s  fervanta,  after  the  return  from  the 
Babylon ilh  captivity,  Kara  ii,  Jj.  and  Neh.  xi,  3,  They  were  the 
thiidren  or  poftcrhy  oi  the  feven  nations  of  Canaan,  that  Solomon 
had  fubjeded  to  boisd-fervice. 

Thus  David  fubdued  the  whole  land-of  Canaan,  ftridly  fa  called* 
But  then  that  was  not  one  half,  nor  quarter,  of  the  land  God  had 
promised  to  their  father*.  The  land  that  God  had  often  premifed  to 
their  fathers,  included  all  the  countries  from  the  river  oi  Egypt  to 
fch#  river  Euphrates.  Thefe  were  the  bound*  of  the  land  prormfed 
to  Abraham,  Gen  xv.  18.  **  In  that  fame  day  the  Lord  made  a 
covenant  wish  Abraham,  faying.  Unto  thy  feed  have  i  given  this 
land,,  from  the  river  of  Egypt,  unto  the  great  liver,  the  river 
Euphrates  **  £0  ag.inGod  promifed  at  Mount  Sinai,Exod.  xxiii.  31. 
**  And  I  will  fet  iby  bounds  from  the  R.d  fca  even  unto  the  fea  of 
the  Phili&incs,  and  from  the  defert  unto  the  river  :  for  I  will  deli¬ 
ver  the  inhabitants  of  the  land  into  your  hand  p  and  thou  thah  drive 
them  out  before  thet/*  So  again,  Dcut.  xi.  24.  “Every  place 
whereon  the  foies  of  your  feet  lhail  tread,  (hail  b*  y<  urs  :  (roan 
the  whdemrfs,  and  Lebanon  from  the.  river,  the  river  Euphrates, 
even  unto  the  mtermoft  fea,  Hull  your  coaft  be/*  Again,  the  fame 
promife  is  made  to  Jofhua  :  Jofh.  i.  3.  4.  “  Every  place  that  the 
foal  of  yoiir  feet  flial!  tread  upon,  have  I  given  unto  you,  as  i  faid 
uiato  Mofit ;  from  the  wildernvf*  and  this  Lebanon,  even  unto  the 
great  river,  the  river  Euphrates,  all  the  land  of  the  Bntket,  and 
u® to  the  great  fea,  towards  the  going  down  of  the  fun,  {hall  be 
your  coaft/*  But  the  land  thatjofhua  gave  the  people,  the  ppileffjca 
of,  wag  but  a  little  part  of  this  land.  And  the  people  never  had 
fead  the  pofieflioa  of  it,  till  now  when  God  gave  it  them  by  David* 
Thia  large  country  did  not  only  include  that  Canaan  that  was 
4*fiiedby  lot  to  thofe  who  cam®  lit  wiib  Jclhtia#  Lot  the  iWo  of 
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L  f  '3,aad.  *“««»««.  the  lend  of  she  Amil«khe.. 

®w  f  f 3d  ^  C(?untry  ofacb.il.  All  thcfeniti- 

■  .-re  fubdued  and  brought  under  the  children  of  Ifrrel  by  David. 

.  WpMg,mflM),ia  tl>e  fmraI  ^  and  they  Lame 

V1*^!  F  hT  *  p3r?kuIar  l»  ?he  8th  Chapter 

,.o..dS.mucl :  and  David  «tt»dgd  their  border  to  the  river  Eu- 

JfoSVdW?*  r?  'dA,€*  ,be  3d  verfe  :  "  Aed  David  facte 
'  ?  °f  Ath°b>  tir‘S  °f  Zob3b*  »  be  went  to 

T  V  Eupbrat?S-”  Accordingly  wf  tod, 

”oa  ^':s  ioa  retgned  over  all  the  region  on  this  fide  the 
.  '  1  *v.lnP  >v.  *4-  “  For  be  had  dominion  over  all  the  re- 

g«on  on  th»  tide  the  river,  froroTipMah  even  unto  Aziab,  over 

}. “ ‘“e  k,nP  *b“  Ms &*  »**»•"  This  Artaxerxei  king  of  Per. 

nlSS\*0“1r0fl0ng  *fW  :  Ezra  h'  I0*  ",Thers  bare  been 

bcvoid  Sf?  J  olTJ,rUfsie!n*wbich  hav*  "*W  over  all  countries 
e  '!  "w  •  and  ‘Oi’.  tnbute.and  cufto*  war  paid  unto  them.’” 

oTGhri^did  but  begin  ,b.  work  of  giving 
b  I  "  pf’dr'0Q  oi  ‘be  promifcd  land  ;  bat  left  it  to  be  fini&ed 
y  «..at  muen  greater  type  and  aneefar  of  Chrift,  even  David.who 
.Ubdued  far  mors  of  that  land  than  ever  Jofhua  had  done,  la  this 
Wien?  of  on  and  Solomon*  dominion  was  fome  refemblance  of 
the  great  extent  of  Ghtrft’*  kingdom  ;  aad  therefore  the  extent  of 
Mmu  *  Kingdom  is  in  forth  by  thit  .very  thing,  of  its  being  ever 

,  ;aaGs  from  th£  &*,  to  the  fea  of  the  fhiliftines,  and  oyes 
ail  lands  from  thence  to  the  river  Euphrates  ;  as  Ffal.  hjdi.  g,  *>He 

&a!i  have  dominion  fijfo  from  fog  to  fsa,  and  from  she  river  uato 
Ihe  ends  ®f  th$  earth.'*  See  aifo  i  Kings  viii.  56. 

,  *A*  °y  perfeded  she  Jfevriih  worship,  and  added  e© 

It  ievtrai  neiv  inftltutibns.  The  law  was  givsn  by  Mofes,  but  yes 
kd  she  institutions  of  the  Jewish  worship  were  not  given  byMofes  5 
£gmz  w ere  a'-idti  by  dt vise  direction.  So  this  greater  of  all  per- 
fon&l  ryp«  of  Chrift;  did  not  only  perfeft  Joftm’s  work,  in  giving 
Ifrad  the  poffdfion  of  the  prpmifed  iand,but  he  aSfo  finifhed  Mofes «  • 
work,  m  perfeding  the  infthuied  worship  of  Ifrael.  Thus  there 
muft  be  a  number  of  typical  prophets,  pnefo,  and  princes,  to  com- 
P’etc  oriC  figure  fhadow  of  Ghrift  the  aatetype,  he  being  the  fub- 
itaoce  oi  all  the  types  and  fhadows.  Of  fo much  more  glory  was 
thrift  accounted  worthy,  than  Mofcs,  Jofhua,  David,  and  Solo-  -  ’ 

m on*  aa!-  gre*1  prophets,  prices,  and  princes,  judges,  anj 

Caviours  of  the  Old  Te (laments  put  together. 

Th.g  ordinances  of  David  are  mentioned  is  of  parallel  validity 
«vith  thofe  of  Mof*i,2  Chross.  sxiu,  18.  €i  Alfojchoiada  appoint¬ 
ee  she  offices  of  the  houfe  of  the  Lord  by  the  hand  of  tht  priefto 
$e  Tevitea,  whom  David  had  diftributed  in  the  houfe  of  the  Lord, 

S®  bv^s  burnt •efierisgs  of  lbs  Lo ?dj  u  it  is  wiiltcn  ia  the  la# 

V*  *’*■  4  H  '•  •*  '  »».»  V  -  —  4  t  ‘  -  •  4  £>  * 
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#f  Mofc§,  with  rejoicing  and  v&ith  finging,  s*  it  was  ordained  by 
David.”  The  wodhipof  Ifracl  was  pcrfe&ed  by  David,  by  the 
addition  that  he  made  to  the  ceremonial  law,  which  we  have  a  a 
account  of  in  the  23d,  24th,  Sfth,  and  26th  chapters  of  the  firffc 
book  of  Chronicle*,  confining  in  the  fcveral  ordeo  and  courfcs  in¬ 
to  which  Divid  divided  the  Levites,  and  the  Work  and  bufinefs  to 
which  be  appointed  them,  different  from  what  Mofes  had  appoint¬ 
ed  them  to  ;  and  alfo  in  the  divifions  of  the  priefts  the  fops  of  Aaron 
into  four  and  twenty  courfcs,  afligning  to  every  courfe  their  bufi- 
ocfi  in  the  houfc  of  the  Lord,  and  their  particular  fUted  times  of 
attendacee  there ;  and  appointing  fomc  of  the  Levites  to  a  new  0 f- 
fiee,  that  had  not  been  appointed  before  ;  and  that  was  the  office 
of  fingers,  and  particularly  ordering  and  regulating  of  them  in  that 
office,  as  you  may  fee  in  the  25th  chapter  of  ift  Chronicles  ;  and! 
appointing  others  of  the  Levites  by  law  to  the  fcveral  far  vices  of 
porters,  treafurers,  officers,  and  fudges  :  and  tbefe  ordinances  of 
David  were  kept  up  henceforth  in  the  church  of  Ifrael,  as  long  as 
the  Jcwifis  church  lafted.  Thus  vre  find  the  feveral  orders  of  prieftf 
and  the  Levites,  the  porters,  and  fingers,  after  the  captivity.  So 
we  find  the  courfcs  of  the  priefts  appointed  by  Divid  ftill  conti¬ 
nuing  in  the  New-Teftament  ;  fb  Z.tcharias  the  father  of  John  the 
Baptift  was  a  prieft  of  the  courfc  of  Abia  ;  which  is  the  fame  with 
the  courfc  of  Abijah  appointed  by  David,  that  wg  read  of  i  Chrott*. 
xxiv.  10. 

Thus  David  as  well  as  Mofcs  was  made  like  to  Chrift  the  foa 
of  David,  in  this  refpc&,  that  by  him  God  gave  &  new  ccclcfiafti- 
•al  eftafelilhmsat,  and  nsw  iniUiutionsof  worfhip.  David  did  not 
only  add  to  the  institution*  of  Mofes,  but  by  thofe  additions  he 
abol  (bed  ferns  of  the  old  enftitutions  of  Mofei  that  had  been  i» 
force  till  that  time  ;  particularly  thofe  laws  of  Mofei  that  appoint¬ 
ed  the  bufinefs  of  the  Levites,  which  we  have  in  the  3d  and  4th 
chapters  of  Numbers,  which  very  much  confided  la  their  charge  of 
the  fever ai  parts  and  utcnfils  of  the  tabernacle, there  affign’d  them, and 
fu  car rying thofe  feveral  parts  of  the  tabernacle.  But  thofe  laws  wer® 
mow  aboiifecd  by  David  5  and  they  wctc  no  more  to  carry  thofs 
things,  as  they  had  been  ufed  to  do  till  David's  time.  But  David 
appointed  them  to  other  work  instead  of  it  ;  fee  g  Chron.  xztiL  ' 
26.  “  And  alfo  unto  the  Levites,  they  (ball  no  more  carry  the  ta¬ 
bernacle,  nor  any  veilcb  of  it  for  the  fervicc  thereof  A  fui« 
evidence  that  the  ecrcmonial  law  given  by  Mofei  is  not  perpetual, 
as  tb?  Jcwsfuppofed  :  but  might  be  wholly  aboiifbed  by  Chrift : 
for  jf  David,  a  type  of  the  Mcffiah,  might  abolifh  the  law  of  Mo* 
fas  in  part,  much  more  might  the  Mc/jiah  himfelf  abolifh  the  whole. 

D  vid,  by  God'*  appointment,  ubolifhed  all  ufc  of  the  tabciaa- 
cU|  that  wai  bu.h  by  Mofei,  asd  of  which  he  had  the  pattern  frt 
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God  :  for  God  now  reveiled  it  to  D  vid  to  be  bis  will,  that  a  teiri 
pk  ih  u:d  be  buiit,  that  Should  be  inftc&d  of  the  t:<kernac*c  :  A 
&rcat  p  efage  of  what  Cb  ft*  the  fop  of  David,  fhould  do,  whoa 
be  fhould  eome,viz.  abolifh  the  whole jewifh  teckfiEfUc&l  conftiiuV 
ition,  which  was  but  as  a  moveable  tabernacle,  to  fet  up  the  fpimuil 
go  f  pci -temple,'  which  was  to  be  far  more  glorious,  md  greater 
extent,  and  was  to  lad  for  ever.  D^vid  had  the  pattern  of  ail 
fchings  pertaining  to  the  temple  Hiovred  him,  even  ia  like  manner 
aa  Mofcs  had  the  pattern  of  the  tabernacle  :  and  Solomon  built  the 
temple  according  to  that  pattern  which  he  had  bom  his  father 
David,  which  he  received  from  God.  x  Chron,  xxviii  u,  12. 
“Then  David  gave  to  Solomon  hi*  fon  the  pattern  of  the  porch, 
and  of  the  houfei  thereof,  and  of  the  tres  furies  thereof,  znd  of  the 
upper  chambers  thereof,  and  of  the  inner  parlours  thereof,  and  of 
ehe  place  of  the  mercy -feat,  end  the  pattern  of  all  that  he  had  by 
fthc  fpirit,  ©f  the  couit*  of  the  houfe  of  the  Lord,  and  of  all  the 
chambers  round  about,  of  the  trea  furies  of  the  houfe  of  God,  and 
©f  the  treafuriea  of  she  dedicate  things.**  And,  \er.  19*  “  All 
tthii,  f?id  Divid,  the  Lord  made  me  uiderft&ad  in  writing  by  bia 
k*nd  upon  me,  even  all  the  works  of  this  pattern/* 

X  The  canon  of  feripture  fee  mi  at  or  after  the  elofeof  David's 

areign  to  be  added  to  by  the  prophets  Nathan  and  Gad.  It  appears 

prob.-bkby  the  fc/pturc3,that  they  carried  on  tkchiftory  of  the  two 

book?  of  mud  from  the  place  where  Samuel  left  it,  and  fin  tfhed  it. 

Thefe  two  books  of  Samuel  ftem  to  be  *bc  book  that  in  feripture  is 

* 

Called  the  book  of  Samuel  the  ftcr,  and  Nathan  the  prophet,  as id 
Gad  the  jeer,  as  in  1  Chron.  xxix.  1 9.  if  Now  the  ads  of  David 
Ike  king,  hr  ft  and  la  ft,  behold,  they  are  written  in  the  book  of 
Samuel  tkz  feer,  and  in  th<*  book  of  Nathan  the  prophet,  and  i$ 
She  book  of  Gad  the  feer/' 

XL  The  0  xi  thi*g  I  would  take  notice  oL  i‘  G.ad*s  wonderfully 
continuing  the  kingdom  of  his  viable  people  in  the  line  Ch  rift's 
legal  ancefiors,  as  long  as  they  remained  an  tndependen*  kingdom. 
Thus  it  was  without  any  interruption  worth  tak  ng  notice.  Indeed 
the  kingdom  of  all  the  tribes  of  Ifrael  was  not  kept  in^tkat  line  ; 
but  the  dominion  of  that  part  of  Ifrael  in  wbs<th  the  true  worfhip  of 
God  wss  upheld,  and  fo  or  that  pars  that  were  God’s  vifible  people, 
was  always  kept  in  the  family  of  Dmd,  as  long:  as  there  was  any 
fuch  thing  as  ao  independent  king  of  ifrael  ;  according  to  his  pro- 
Hffiifs  to  David  1  And  not  only  in  the  family  of  David,  but  always 
in  that  part  of  David’s  poftcrity  that  was  the  Hoc  whence  Chrift 
was  legally  defeeadfd  ;  fo  tfcut  the  very  perfon  that  was  Chiift’s 
legal  anesftor  was  always  in  the  throne,  esroepting  Jehoabaz,  whe 
feigned  three  months,  ar#d  Zsdc&Uk  $  as  you  ffiay  fesia  Matthew'* 
genealogy  of  CfefilU 
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Chr!&  was  legally  dcfcended  from  the  kings  of  Judah,  though 
he  was  not  naturally  defcendcd  from  them.  He  was  both  legally  pntl 
naturally  descended  >rom  David.  He  was  naturally  defeended  frona 
N<than  the  fon  of  D  vid  ;  for  Mary  his  mother  was  one  of  th® 
pofterity  of  Divid  b}  Nathan,  as  you  may  lee  »nLuke  s  genealogy  & 
but  Jofeph,  the  reputed  and  legal  father  of  Chnft,  was  naturally 
defeended  of  Solomon  and  his  fucceilors,  as  we  have  an  account  ist 
Matthew's  genealogy.  Jcfut  Cbrift,  though  he  was  not  the  natural 
fon  of  J  )fcph,  yet,  by  the  law  and  conftitution  of  the  Jews,  he  was 
J  >fcph’j  heir  ;  becaufe  he  was  the  lawful  fon  of  Jofeph's  lawful 
wife,  conceived  while  Ike  was  his  legally  cfpoufed  wife.  The 
H  Ay  Ghoft  raifed  up  feed  to  him.  A  per  fon,  by  thcUvy  of  Mofes, 
might  be  the  legal  fon  and  heir  of  another,  wbofc  natural  fon  he 
was  not  ;  as  fometimes  a  man  raifed  up  feed  to  his  brother  :  A 
brother,  in  fom*  cafes,  was  to  build  up  a  brother's  houfc  ;  fo  the 
Holy  Ghoft  built  up  Joseph's  heufe® 

Jofeph  being  in  the  diretl  line  of  the  kings  of  Judah,  of  the  houfe 
©f  David,  he  was  the  legal  heir  of  the  crown  of  D*vH  ;  End  Chrift 
being  legally  his  firft-born  fon,  he  was  his  heir  ;  and  f©  Chrift,  by 
the  Uw,  was  the  proper  heir  of  the  crown  of  David,  and  is  there* 
fort  faid  to  fat  upon  the  throne  of  his  father  David® 

The  crown  ©f  God’s  people  was  wonderfully  kept  in  the  line  ®f 
Chrift'a  legal  anccftors  When  David  was  old,  and  not  able  any 
longer  to  mannage  the  affairs  of  the  kingdom,  Adonijah,  one  ©f 
bis  fom,  fet  up  to  be  king,  and  feemed  to  have  obtained  his  purpofe  ; 
all  things  for  a  while  feemed  fair  on  his  fide,  and  he  thought  himfclf 
ftrong  ;  the  thing  fee  aimed  at  feemed  to  be  accompUfhed.  But  f® 
it  was,  Adoo’jah  was  not  th©  fon  of  David  that  was  the  anceftor  of 
Jofeph,  the  legal  father  of  Chrift  ;  and  therefore  bow  wonderfully 
did  Providence  work  here  !  what  a  ftr@r*gc  and  fudden  revolution  ! 
all  Adonijah’s  kingdom  and  glory  vsniflaed  away  as  foon  as  it  was 
begun  ;  acd  Solomon,  the  legal  anceftur  of  Chrift,  was  ©fUblifhed 
in  the  throne. 

After  Solomon’s  death,  when  Jercbosmhad  c0^fp>red  again#  sh® 
family,  and  Rehobcam  carried  h  nf#!f  fo  that  it  was  a  woades*  *11 
Ifrael  was  not  provoked  to  forftke  him,  and  tea  tribes  did  actually 
forhke  him,  and  fet  up  Jerob®am  in  oppofition  to  him  ;  and  tho* 
be  was  a  wicked  mm,  and  dsferved  to  have  been  readied  altogether 
from  being  king  ;  yet  he  being  the  legal  mceftor  of  Chrift,  Goi 
kept  the  kingdomof  the  two  tribes,  in  which  the  true  religion  was 
upheld,  in  his  poilcffon  :  And  though  he  had  been  wicked,  and  hip 
fbn  Abijam  was  another  wicked  prince  ;  yet  they  being  legal  aft* 
teftors  of  Chrift,  God  ftill  continued  the  crown  in  the  family,  and 
gave  it  to  Abijam’t  fon  Afa.  Afterwards,  though  many  of  the  kings 
•f  Judah  were  *cry  wicked  see  a*  a*d  horridly  provoked  Gou,  as 

particularly 


particularly  Jchoram,  Ahasaiab,  Ahaz,  M&aaffah,  and  Amon  ;  yet 
God  did  not  take  away  the  crown  from  their  family,  but  gave  it 
to  their  font,  becaufe  they  were  the  anceffors  of  Chr  ift,  God's  re¬ 
membering  his  covenant  shat  he  had  efhblifhed  withDivid,  is  gives 
*s  the  reafon  whyGod  did  thus,  notwithAanding  their  wicked  lives  $ 
*5  i  King*  xv  4  fpeaking  thereof  Abijam’s  wickednefs,  it  is  faid* 
**  Nevertheless,  for  David's  fake  did  the  Lord  his  God  give  him  a 
lamp  In  Jerufalem,  to  fet  up  his  fon  after  him,  and  to  eftabliffc 
Jcrufaiem  So,  Chron.  xxL  7.  fpcaking  there  bf  Jehoram's  great 
wickednefs,  it  is  fald,  Howbeit  the  Lord  would  not  deftroy  the 
feoufe  of  £>avidL4**e&ufe  of  the  covenant  that  he  had  made  withDavid, 
isd  eshe  promifed  to  give  a  light  unto  him, and  to  his  fens  forever/' 
The  erown  of  the  ten  tribes  wras  changed  from  ore  family  \% 
another  continually,  FirA,  Jeroboam  took  it  ;  but  the  crown  Ft* 
mamed  in  his  family  but  for  one  generation  after  his  death  ;  it 
only  defended  to  his  fon  Nadab  :  and  then  Eaafha,  that  was  of  a- 
mother  family,  took  it  ;  and  it  remained  in  his  posterity  but  on® 
generation  after  his  death  :  and  then  Zimri,  that  was  his  fervant, 
tad  not  of  his  poftcrlty,  took  it  ;  2nd  then,  without  defending  at 
*11  to  his  posterity,  Omri,  that  was  of  another  family,  tock  it  % 
&nd  the  crown  continued  in  his  family  for  three  fuccelFions  :  and 
then  Jehu,  that  was  of  another  family,  took  it  ;  and  the  crows 
continued  in  his  family  for  three  or  four  fuccefTions  :  and  then 
Shall  urn,  that  was  of  another  family,  took  it :  and  the  crown  did 
aot  defend  at  all  to  his  poAerity  j  but  Mcnahera,  that  was  of  ano* 
Iher  family,  took  it  ;  and  it  remained  in  his  family  but  one  gene* 
nation  after  him  :  and  then  Pekah,  that  was  of  another  family,, 
took  it  5  and  after  himHofea,  that  was  flill  of  another  family, took 
It :  fo  great  a  difference  w  ;s  there  between  the  crown  of  Ifracl*  and 
the  crown  of  Judah  ;  the  one  was  continued  evermore  in  the  fame 
family,  and  with  very  little  interruption,  in  one  fight  line  ;  the 
other  was  continually  tofFcd  about  from  one  family  to  another,  2® 

If  it  were  the  fport  of  fortune.  The  reafofc  was  not,  becaufe  the 
kings  of  Judah,  m  my  of  them,  were  better  than  the  kings  of  if  re¬ 
el  ?  but  the  one  had  the  blt/Ung  in  them  ;  they  were  tfce  &nc«ffe* 
of  Chrift,  whofe  right  it  was  tc  fix  on  the  throne  of  Ifr sel*  But 
with  the  kings  of  Ifrael  it  was  not  fo  5  and  therefore  divine  Pro¬ 
vidence  exercifed  a  continual  care, through  all  the  changes  that  hap¬ 
pened  through  fo  many  generations,  and  fuch  along  fpaceof  time, 
to  keep  the  crown  of  Judah  in  one  direct  line,  in  fulfilment  of  thg 
tverlafling  covenant  he  had  made  with  David.thc  mercies  of  which 
covenant  were  fure  mercies  ;  but  in  the  other  cafe  these,  wa*  n® 
fuch  Covenant,  arid  fo  no  fuch  care  of  Providence, 

H*rc  it  muff  not  be  omitted,  that  there  was  once  a  very  ftrong 
coafpifacy  of  she  kings  of  Syria  and  Ifrael,  in  the  time  of  tha£ 
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tricked  kiag  of  Judah,  Abaz,  to  difpqfleft  Ahazand  his  family  e£ 
the  tfcro  .e  of  Jodah,  3ni  to  f«t  one  of  another  family,  even  iht 
fob  Tctbc-il,  on  it ;  as  you  may  fee  in  If.  vii.  6*  “  La  us  go 

op  again  ft  Judah,  and  vex  it,  and  let  us  make  »  breach  therein  foe 
us,  and  fet  a  king  in  the  mid  ft  of  it,  even  tbs  fan  of  TkbeaL'f 
And  they  feem^d  very  likely  to  accomplish  their  purpofe.  There 
feeraed  to  bs  fo  great  a  likelihood  of  it,  that  the  hearts  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  -funk  within  them  ;  they  gave  up  the  caiiU,  It  is  T*id,  “  The 
heart  of  Afe*a  and  his  people  was  moved  fts  «h?  trees  of  the  wood 
are  moved  v/ifch  the  wind,1'  0a  this  occafion  God  lent  the  pro* 
phet  Haiah  to  «®courags  the  people,  and  tell  them  that  it  fthould  sot 
some  to  pafs.  Asd  beesufe  it  looked  fo  much  like  a  gone  caufe* 
thatAhas  and  the  people  would  very  difficultly  believe  that  it  would 
not  be,  therefor®  God  dirc&*  the  prophet  to  give  them  this  fign  of 
it,  viz.  that  Oh  rift  fhould  be  born  of  the  legal  feed  of  Abaz  ;  as 
If,  vii,  14,  **  Therefor®  the  Lord  himfelf  fball  give  you  2  flgn  a, 
tl  Behold,  2  virgin  ihsll  conceive*  and  bear  a  fon,  and  fball  call 
his  name  Immanuel.”  This  was  2  good  flgn,  and  a  great  confirma¬ 
tion  of  the  truth  of  what  God  prom i fed  by  Ifaiab,  viz,  that  the 
kings  of  Syria  and  Ifrscl  fhould  never  accompli#*  their  purpofe  of 
difpoffefGng  the  family  of  Ah'az  of  the  crown  of  Judah,  and  fettir  g 
up  the  fon  of  Tabeal  ;  for  Cbrift  the  Immanuel  was  to  be  of  them* 

I  have  mentioned  this  difpenfatlon  of  P  evidence  in  this  place* 
kecaufe  though  it  was  continued  for  fo  long  a  time,  yet  it  began  £at 
Sol<yaon*s  fucetffion  to  the  throne  of  fcis  fatler  D *vid. 

XII.  The  ntst  thing  1  would  take  notice  of  is.  the  buiId?i%o£ 
the  temple  :  a  great  type  of  three  things  viz.  of  Chnft,  tfpccia% 
the  human  nature  of  Chrift  |  of  she  church  ©*  Chrift  ;  and  of  heaven* 
The  tabernacle  feemed  rather  to  reprefent  she  church  in  its  moveable* 
•hatigeabk  fiats,  here  in  this  world.  But  that  beautiful,  glorious f 
•oftly  firu&ure  ©f  the  temple,  that  fuc seeded  the  tabernacle,  and 
W2s  s  fixed,  and  not  a  movrabfo  thing,  feems  especially  to  repre¬ 
fent  the  church  in  Its  glorified  fi&ie  in  heaven,  Thfs  temple  was 
£n?.U  according  to  the  pattern  Ihown  by  the  Holy  Ghoft  Co  Davids 
8nd  by  divine  duc&io*  given  to  Divid,  in  the  place  where  wa?  tbs 
•hrdMog- floor  of  Oman  the  Jebufrte,  in  Mount  Moriah,  2  Chron* 
lii.  l. ;  aa  the  fame  mountain,  «ng  doubtlefs  in  the  very  fame  place* 
Whtre  Abraham  offend  up  his  fon  Ifaac  ;  for  that  is  fold  to  be  a 
inountatra  in  the  land  of  Moriah,  Gen.  sx  i.  z  which  mountain 
vras  called  iht  K)Qu%uijf2  tf  the  L,qt4>  as  this  mountain  of  the  tempi© 
teas,  Gen.  xxii.  14.  ’*  And  Abraham  called  the  oat^e  of  that  p.bce 
Jfefeovah  ji-ren  ;  as  it  ii  fasd  to  this  day,  La  the  oiount  of  the  Lord 
|l  fhall  be  fica  ” 

This  was  the  houfe  where  Ohnft  dwelt,  till  be  came  to  dwe^l  m 
tcropls  of  his  h&dy3  ©t  hwean  which  wg?  &£  aatetyp® 
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of  this  tetop’e  ;  as  appears,  becsufe  ChM,  on  oceafion  of  lowing 
"  *  h}m  lhe  tca3pk  of  Jerufalem,  fays,  "  Dcftroy  this  temple,  and  is 
three  days  will  I  raife  it  up,”  fpeakiog  of  the  temple  of  his  body, 
John  li.  19.  20.  This  houfe,,  or  an  boufe  built  in  this  place,  con¬ 
tinued  to  be  the  houfe  of  God,  the  place  of  the  worfhip  of  his 
church,  till  Chrift  came.  Here  was  the  place  that  God  chofe,wh«s 
all  their  facrificcs  were  offered  up,  till  the  great  facrihee  came,  and 
the  i^Ciifice  and  oblation  tp  ccafe*  Into  his  temple  in  this 
phes  the  Lord  caose,  even  the  meffenger  of  the  covenant.  Here 
he  often  delivered  his  heavenly  do&rtne,  and  wrought  miracles  ; 
L^ts  his  church  was  gathered  by  the  pouring  out  of  the  Spirit,  after 
Lis  sfeeafion.  Luke  xxiv,  53.  fpeakiog  of  the  difeipks,  after 
Chriit  $  stcenfi on,  it  Is  hid,  tf  And  they  were  continually  in  the 
temph,  praifing  and  bkfling  God.**  And,  Aft*  11,46.  fpeakiog 
«  multitudes  that  were  converted  by  that  great  outpouring  of 
in?4'  was  on  the  day  of  Pentecoft,  it  is  fsi&,  **  And  they 
continued  dai!y  with  one  accord  in  the  ttmplc.”  And,  A£s  v.  42, 
fpeaking  of  the  apoflles,  u  And  daily  in  the  temple,  and  in  every 
houfe,  they  cea  fed  not  to  teach  and  preach  Jcfus  Chrift.”  Hence 

tiie  found  of  the  gcfpel  went  forth,  and  the  church  fpread  into  all 

the  world..  ,  ; 

%■ 

a.UL  Is  is  here  worthy  to  be  cbfejrvcd,  that  at  this  time,  115 
S OtuaiDa  s  reign,  after  the  temple  was  finifhed,  the  Jewifh  church 
wat  rilen  to  hi  bigheft  externa!  glory.  The  Jevvifli  church,  or  the 
>  ordinances  and  conjtuetton  of  it,  is  compared  to  the  moon,  ita 

Rev.  xit.  i.  4t  And  there  appeared  a  great  wonder  in  heaven,  a 
woman  clothed  with  the  fun,  and  the  moon  under  her  feet,  and 
spon  her  head  a  crown  of  twelve  ftars.,P  As  this  church  was  like 
the  maon  in  raasay  other  refpe&s,  fo  it  was  in  this,  that  it  waxed 
and  wined  like  vtbe  moon.  From  the  fir  ft  foundation  of  it,  tfasfr 
wa3  kid  In  the  covenant  ipads  with  Abraham,  when  this  moon  wai 
now  beginning  to  appear,  ;  it  had  to  this  time  bten  gradually  in- 
creaf^ng  in  its  glory.  This  time,  wherein  the  temple  wasfinifhcd 
and  dedicated,  was  about  the  middle  between  the  calling  ofAbraham 
and  the  coming  of  thrift,  and  now  it  was  fhll  moon.  After  this 
the  glory  of  (bejewiih  church  gradually  dccreafed,  till  Chrift  came ; 
as  I  flaall  have  occ^fion  more  particularly  to  obferve  afterwards, 
Kow  the  church  of  Ifrael  was  in  its  higheft  external  glory:  Wow 
Ifrisl  was  multiplied  exceedingly,  fo  that  they  feemed  to  have  be¬ 
come  like  the  fand  on  the  fea  ftsorc,i  Kings  iv.so.Now  the  kingdom 
of  Ifraci  was  firmly  eftsbTiftied  In  the  right  family,  the  family  of 
wbiohChdft  was  to  con  e  :  Now  God  had  chofcn  the  tity  where  he 
would  place  his  name  :  Njw  God  had  fully  given  bis  people  the 
piflelfionof  the  promifed  land  ;  and  they  now  poffcfted  the  domi- 
9im  of  it  all  in  cjuietccfs  gad  peace,  even  from  the  rfver  of  Egypt, 
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great  river  Euphrates  ;  all  thofe  nations  that  had  formerly 
keen  their  enemies,  quietly  fubmitted  io  them  ;  none  pretended  to 
rebel  againfl  them  Now  thejcwifh  worfkip  in  all  its  ordinances 
was  fully  fettled  :  —  Now,  inftead  of  a  moveable  tent  ana  uber- 
aaele,  they  had  a  glorious  temple  ;  the  moft  magnificent,  beauti¬ 
ful,  and  coftly  ftrudure,  that  there  was  then,  ever  had  been,  or  ever 
has  been  fince  :  Now,  the  people  enjoyed  peace  and  plenty,  and 
every  man  fat  under  his  vine  and  hg-trec,  eating  and  drinking, and 
making  merry  as  i  Kings  iv  20.  Now  they  were  in  the  higheft 
pitch  of  earthly  pioiperity,  fdver  being  a*  plenty  as  ftonct,  and 
she  land  full  of  gold  And  precious  doncs,  and -other  precious  foreign 
-comraodmss,  which  were  brought  by  Solomon’s  fhips  from  Ophlrp 
and  which  eame  from  other  p«rts  of  the  world  Now  they  had  a 
kin®  reigning  over  them  that  wiis  the  wifdi  of  men,  and  probably 
thegreateft  earthly  prince  that  ever  was : — Now  their  fame  went 
zhrozd  into  all  the  earth,  fowhat  they  same  from  the  utmoft  parts 
©£  the  earth  to  fee  their  glory  and  their  bappinefs. 

Thus  God  was  plcafcd,  in  one  of  the  anceflors  of  Chrifl,  remark¬ 
ably  to  (hadow  forth  the  kingdom  of  Christ  reigning  in  bis  glory# 
David,  that  was  a  man  of  war,  a  man  who  had  fhed  much  bloody 
and  wftofe  life  was  full  of  troubles  and  aotifli&f,  was  more  of  % 
geprefeaiadon  of  Chrift  in  his  ftate  of  humiliation/his  militant  ftate, 
wheicin  he  was  con  ft  lifting  with  his  enemies*  Solomon,  that 
was  &  man  of  peace,  was  a  representation  mju’i  efpedaKy  of  ChriH 
©malted,  triumphing,  and  reigning  in  his  kingdom  of  peat*.  And 
the  happy  glorious  ftate  of  the  Jewiib  church  at  that  time,  did  re* 
markably  reprefent  two  things :  1.  That  glorious  fiat®  of  the  chu-ck 
©a  earth,  that  it  ail  be  in  the  latter  ages  of  the  world  ;  thofe  days 
©f  peace,  when  nation  Ih&il  not  lift  fword  againft  nation,  nor  karr& 
war  any  more.  2.  The  future  glorified  fiat*  of  the  church  in  heaven# 
The  earthly  Canaan  never  was  fo  lively  a  type  of  she  heavenly 
Canaan,  as  it  was  then,  when  the  happy  peopk  of  Ifrael  did 
indeed  enjoy  it  as  a  land  flowing  with  mnk  and  honey* 

XLV.  After  this  the  glory  of  thcjcwilb  church  gradually  declined 
more  and  more  till  Chrift  caitie  ;  yet  not  io  but  that  work  of 
ledemptioa  fUll  went  on.  Whatever  failed  or  declined,  God  flijj; 
earned  on  this  work  from  age  to  age  ;  this  building  vims  fa.i  ad¬ 
vancing  higher  and  higher.  Thisgs  ftiii  wens  on,  during  the  dc- 
elioe  of  the  Jewifk  church,  towards  a  further  preparation  of  things 
for  the  coming  of  Cbrift,  as  well  as  during  its  mcrczfe  5  for  fa 
wonderfully  were  things  ordered  by  the  infinitely  wife  governor  of 
the  world, that  whatever  happened  was  oidcred  for  good  to  thh  ge¬ 
neral  defign, and  made  a  means  of  promoting  it,  Whei  she  people  of 
the  Jews  flour  i  fiaed,  and  were  in  profperity,h£  made  that  to  contribute 
to  the  promoting  this  defiga  ;  and  whea  they  were  io  a  dverfiiy,.  God 
ilf?  to  (OBtributc  ta  tfce  carrying  -*•>  of  the  f.ir"  c'di* 
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^Yhils  She  jcwifih  church  was  in  its  t&ereaffog  ft  a  te,  the  work  of 
redemption  Was  carried  on  by  their  increafe  ;  and  when  they  came 
to  tbeir  declining  ftate,  which  they  were  itvfrom  Solomon**  time 
till  Chnft,  God  carried  on  the  wo >jk  of  redemption  by  that.  Thai 
decline  itfejf  was  one  thing  that'  God  made  ufe  of  as  a  farther 
preparation  for  ChrifTs  coming. 

As  the  moon s  from  the  time  of  hg  full,  is  approaching  nearer 
sjpid  nearer  so  her  conjunction  with  the  fun  \  fa  her  light  is  ftill 
more  and  more  deer eafing,  till  at  length,  when  the  coojup&iaa 
comes,  it  is  wholly  fwahowdd  up  in  the  light  of  the  fan .  So  is 
was  with  the  Jewiib  church  fr  cm  the  time  of  its  high  eft  gktry  in 
Solomon's  time*  In  hoe  latte?  end  of  Salomon's  'reign,  the  ft  ate 
of  things  began  to  darken,  by  Solomon's  corrupting  himfclf  with 
idolatry,  which  much  ob  feu  red  the  glory  of  this  mighty  and  wife 
prince  ;  and  withal!  troubles  began  to  arife  in  his  kingdom  ;  and 
after  bis  death  the  kingdom  w?i  divided,  and  ten  tribes  revolted, 
and  withdrew  their  ftitjedlicn  item  the  hotsfe  of  David,  whhai 
falling  away  fhqm  the  true  worfhlp  of  God  in  the  temple  at  Jeru- 
falcai,  ani  lotting  up  the  golden  calves  of  Bethel  and  Dan.  Pre¬ 
sently  after  this  the  number  of  the  ten  tribes  was  greatly  dtmiaifhcd 
in  the  battle  of  Jeroboam  with  'Abysm,  wherein  there  fell  down 
flain  oflfraelfive  hundred  thousand  cfeofen  men  ;  which  lofs  the 
kingdom  of  Ifraci  probably  never  in  any  mcafure  recovered. 

The  ten  tribes  finally  apoftatifed  from  the  true  God  under  Jera- 
fcoam,  sad  the  kingdom'  of  Judah  was  greatly  ccmipted,  and  from 
that  time  forward  wer#  a  ore  generally  "in  a  corrupt  ft  ate  than  o- 
therwife,  JnAhab-s  time  she  kingdom  of  jfrafe!  dsd  not  c&ly  wor¬ 
ship  the  calves  of  Bethel  and  Dan,  but  the  worihip  of  Baal  was  in¬ 
troduced,  Before  they  pretended  to  uotfhip  the  tnke  God  by  thefc. 
images,  the  calves  of  Jeroboam  5  but  now  Ahsb  Introduced  grofg 
Idolatry,  and  the  direct  w'oiihip  of  faife  gods  ia  the  room  of  the 
tru&  God  ;  and  foots  after  the  worihip  of  Baal  was  introduced  into 
the  king fom  of  Judah,  vib.  in  Jchoram’g  reign,  by  his  marrying 
AthaHah,  the  daughter  of  Ahsb.  After  this  God  began  to  cut  Ifrael 
ftort,  by  finally  deftreying  sr.d  fending  into  captivity  that  part  of 
the  land  that  was  beyond  Jordan,  as  yon  may  tee  in  z  Kings  2.  \z 
&Z.  And  then  after  this  Tigiath-Piieecr  fubdusd  and  captivated 
&U  the  northern  parts  of  the  tend  ;  z  Kings  atv.  19.  and  then  at  !aft 
all  rhe  land  of  the  ten  tribes  was  fabefued  by  SalmaUefer,  and  they 
were  finally  carried  captive  out  of  their  own  land.  After  this  alfb 
the  kingdom  of  Judah  was  carried  captive  into  Babylon,  snd  ^ 
great  pars  of  the  nation  never  returned.  Tfcofe  shat  returned  were 
)bu!  a  final!  number,  compared  v^ith  what  b&d  been  carried  captive  : 
sad  for  the  moil  part  after  this  they  were  dependant  on  the  power 
§1  Q&V  being  Qftc  f  Ijpg  te>  Jjjje  jypgs  of  the  . 
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go  the  monarchy  of  the  Grecian*,  and  then  to  the  Romans.  And 
before  ChriiVs  time,  the  chuich  of  the  Jews  was  Leceme  exceeding 
corrupt,  over  rim  with  fuperftition  and  fdf^rightcouincfs.  How 
fmail  a  flock  was  the  church  o*  Chrift  in  the  day  s  of  his  incarnation  ! 

God,  by  this  gradual  decline  of  the  Jcwifh  ftatc  and  church  Irena 
Solomon’s  time,  prepared  the  way  for  the  coming  of  Ghriri  fever&S 

ways.  _  . 

1.  The  decline  of  the  glory  of  this  legal  difpenfation,  mads 

wav  for  the  introduction  of  the  more  glorious  difpenfation  of  the 
gofpel.  The  decline  of  the  glory  of  the  legal  difpenfation,  wa| 
lo  make  way  for  the  introduction  of  the  evangelical  difpenfation* 
that  was  f o  much  more  glorious,  that  the  legal  cufpenfation  had  no 
glory  in  companion  with  it.  The  glory  of  the  ancient  difpenfa- 
tion,  fuch  as  it  was  in  Solomon's  time,  confining  fo  ntuch  in  ex¬ 
ternal  glory,  was  but  a  childifb  glory,  compared  with  the  fpiritual 
glory  of -the  dtfpenfation  introduced  by  Chfift.  The  church* 
under  the  Old  Tcftament,  was  a  child  under  tutors  and  governors* 
*rd  God  dealt  with  it  as  a  child,  Thofe  pompous  externals  arc 
«aUed  by  the  apoftls,  weak  and  beggarly  element*.  It  was  fit  that 
thofe  things  fhould '  be  diminlfhed  as  Cbrift  approached  ;  m  John 
the  B-.pti ft,  the  fore  runner  of  Chrift*  fpeaking  of  thrift,  fays* 
«*  Hemuft  inereafe,  but  I  muft  decreaie,”  John  iii.  30.  Unit 
th  it  the  twinkling  ftars  Should  gradually  withdraw  their  g&ory* 
when  the  fun  Is  approaching  towards  his  riiing,  The  glory  of  the 
Jewifh  difpenfation  muff  be  gradually  dimini&ed,  to  prepare  the 
way  for  the  more  joyful  reception  of  she  fpirituaS  glory  of  the  gof- 
pd.  If  the  Jewilh  church,  when  Chrift  came,  had  been  in  the 
&me  external  glory  that  it  was  in,  in  the  reign  of  Solomon,  me® 
would  have  had  their  eyes  fo  d&szSed  with  it*  that  they  would  tot 
fcave  been  likely  joyfully  to  exchange  fuch  great  external  glory* 
for  only  the  fpiritual  glory  of  the  poor  defpifed  Jefu».  Again*- 

2.  This  gradual  decline  of  the  glory  of  the  Jewish  {late,  tended 

to  prepare  the  way  for  Chrift  s  coming  another  way,  vis.  as  it 
tended  to  make  the  glory  of  God's  power,  in  the  great  effe&s  of 
Ch riff's  redemption,  the  more  confpicuous.  God’a  people’s  being 
fo  diounifhed  and  weakened  by  one  ftep  after  another,  till  Chrift 
catne,  was  very  much  like  the  ditnialfhing  Gidcoa’s  army.  God 
Cold  Gideon,  that  the  people  that  was  with  him,  was  too  many  fes 
hi*i  to  deliver  the  Midi  aretes  into  their  hands,  left  l free!  skpM 
vaunt  thcmfielves  againft  him,  faying,  c<  My  own  haod.hsth  favcil 
me."  Therefore  all  that  were  fearful  were  commanded  to  j 

and  there  returned  twenty  and  two  tlioufand,  ani  there  remained 
tea  tboufand.  But  ftill  they  vrsre  too  many  5  and  then,  by  trying 
the  people  at  the  water,  they  were  reduced  to  three  bunded  xrss« 

tee  pesgU  Vi  %*S»9ft’a  fee  vjr$jjS  m  8K'i  eighty  as4 

•  ;  •  ’  *  CtyiWg  1 


S4  '  A  HISTORY  of 


glorotss  for  Cfcflft  ;  therefor*  he  diminiChed  them  ;  flrft,  by  fend¬ 
ing  olf  the  tea  tribes  ;  and  then  be  diminiihed  tbemagainby  the 
captivity  into  Bibyion  ;  and  then  they  were  further  diminifhed  by 
&e  great  and  general  corruption  that  there  was  when  thrift  earae  j 
fo  that  Chrift  found  very  few  godly  perfoas  among  them  :  and 
with  a  fatal!  handful  of  difeipies,  Chrift  conquered  the  world. 
Thus  high  things  were  brought  down,  thatChrift  might  be  exalted. 

3.  This  prepared  the  way  for  Chrift ‘s  coming,  a,  h  made  the 
folvation  of  thofe  Jews  that  were  faved  by  Chrift,  to  be  more  fen- 
&le  and  vifible.  Though  the  greater  part  of  the  nation  of  the 
Jews  w tt  rejefted,  and  the  Gentiles  called  ia  their  room  ;  yet  there 
were  a  great  many  thaufaad  of  the  Jews  that  were  faved  by  Chiift 
after  bis  refurreftioa,  Aih  xxi.  20,  They  being  taken  from  fo 
low  a  fute  ua  ,sr  temporal  calamity  in  their  bondage  so  theRomans, 
anu  from  a  ftatc  of  great  fuperftitioo  and  wiekednefs,  that  the 
jewifh  cation  was  then  fallen  into  5  it  made  their  redemption  the 
uiotc  iSnhbly  acd  vifsbly  glorious, 

I  have  taken  notice  of  this  dlfpenfation  of  providence  in  th« 

gradual  decline  of  she  JefriOa  church  in  this  place,  becaufe  it  bsga® 
In  the  reign  of  Salomon. 


X /,  I  would  here  take  tsotice  of  ths  additions  that  were  ®ad$ 
to  the  canon  of  fedpt-ure  in  or  loon  after  she  reign  of  Solomon, 
Xhsrs  wqiq  confidcraoie  add  I  lions  m  ad  e  by  Solomon  hisufelf,  who 
wrote  the  books  of  Proverb9  and  Ecclefiaftcs,  probably  Rear  the 
clofetjf  his  reign.  Bis  writing  the  Song  of  Songs,  as  it  it  called, 
h  what  is  especially  here  to  bs  taken  notice  of,  which  is  wholly  on 
t!  c  iubjcdl  that  we  are  upon,  vi?  Chrift  and  his  redemption, 
reprefenting  the  high  and  glorious  relation,  and  union,  andl 
lva/e,  t.Uiii  is  between  Chrift  and  hi*  redeesKd  church, 
sne  l^ftory  of  tne  feripture  feeoiit  in  Solomon  j  reign,  and  feme 
of /the  next  fucceediis^  reives,  to  have  been  added  to  by  the  pro. 
pheti  Nathan  and  Ahijah,  end  Shcaaiah  and  Iddo.  It  k  proba- 
ble  that  part  of  tie  hifeory  which  we  have  in  the  firft  of  Kings,  war 
wmea  by  them,  by  what  is  faid  2  Chiron.  k.  *9,  in  chap! 

15.  and  in cfcsp.  aits,  jj, 

God  s  wcrsdsrfusly  upholding  his  sburch  zed  tks  true  re¬ 
ligion  through  this  period.  It  was  very  wonderful,  eonfidering 
Sese  a titty  and  great  apeftasie*  that  there  were  of  that  people  to  ido¬ 
latry.  When  the  tea  tribes  had  generally  and  finally  forfaken  the 
true  worlbip  ofGod,  Gad  kept  up  the  trul  religion  ia  the  kingdom 
ef  Judah ;  and  when  they  corrupted  themfeives,  as  they  very  often 
did  exceedingly,  and  idolatry  was  ready  totally  to  fwallow  aH  upe 
yet  God  kept  the  lamp  alive,  and  was  often  pleafed  when  thing* 
feemed  to  be  come  to  an  extremity,  and  religion  at  its  laft  gsfp* 
to  grant  blefted  revivals  by  remarkable  out  pourjpgs  of  hi*  Spiri^ 
f irwcrfsily  la  U&ziMi’t  ti»e? 
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XVII.  God  remarkably  kepi  the  book  of  the  law  from  brbg 
loft  it  iitr.43  of  genera!  and  long  continued  neglcft  of  and  enmity 
z^imCz  it.  The  moft  remarkable  infhn  ce  of  this  kind  that  tve  have," 
was  prtfervaiion  of  tha  bock  of  the  law  in  she  time  oi'  the  greaS 
apoftafy  dining  the  greateft  part  of  the  long  feign  of  Mac  aft  ab* 
which,  lifted  fifty  -five  ytars,  and  then  after  that  the  reign.  ot  Amon 
bis  fan.  This  while  the  book  of  the  law  was  fn  much  neglected, 
acd  fuch  a  careKfs  and  profane  mamgment  of  the  affairs  of  the 
tempi?  prerailed,  that  the  book  of  the  law,  that  ufe  to  be  laid  up 
by  the  (idee!  the  ark  sa  the  Holy  of  Holies,  was  loft  for  a  long 
time  ;  ao  body  knew  where  it  w$s.  But  yti  God  preferved  it  from 
being  finally  loft.  In  jofiahV  time,  when  they  c^me  to  repair  th® 
temple,  it  was  found  buried  in  rubblfh,  after  it  had  been  loft  fo 
long  that  Joiiah  hlmfelf  fee  ms  to  have  been  much  a  ftranger  to  it  till 
ao w/  See  2  King*  xxii.  8  &c. 

XVIII.  Gsd’s  remarkably  preferring  the  tribe  of  which  Chrift 
was  to  proceed,  from  being  ruined  through  the  many  and  great  dan¬ 
gers  of  this  period.  The  visible  church  of  Chrift  from  Solomon's 
reign,  was  mainly  in  the  tribe  of  Judah,  The  tribe  of  Berjamin, 
that  was  annexed  to  them,  was  bat  a  very  final!  tribe,  and  the  tribe 
of  Judah  exceeding  large  ;  and  as  Judah  took  benjamin  under  his 
covert  when  he  went  intoEgypt  to  bring  cor»#fo  the  tribe  of  Benja¬ 
min  feemed  to  be  under  the  covert  of  Judah  ever  after  :  and  thongl, 
oh  occafien  of  Jeroboam's  Testing  up  the  calves  it  Bethel  and  Dan* 
the  Levites  reformed  to  Judah  out  of  all  the  tribe*  of  lfjfad,(2Cbrcm 
ari.  13.);  yet  they  were  alfo  fmall,  and  net  reckoned  among  the 
tribes  :  and  though  many  of  the  ten  tribes  did  alfo  on  that  occafien, 
for  the  fake  of  the  worship  of  God  in  the  temple , leave  their  inheri¬ 
tances  in  their  feveral  tribe*,  and  removed  and  fettled  ia  Judah, 
and  fo  were  incorporated  with  them,  as  we  have  account  in  the 

chapter  jnft  quoted,  and  1 6th  verfe  ;  yet  the  tribe  cf  Judah  was  f© 

* 

much  the  prevailing  parr,  that  they  were  called  by  one  naisse,  they 
were  called  Judah  :  therefore  G>d  faid  to  Solomon,  1  Kings  2d. 
1 J.  “I  will  not  rend  avrsy  all  the  kingdom  :  but  will  give  one 
Irib*  to  thy  fon,  far  D  .vid  my  fervent's  fske,  and  for  JcruMeta's 
fake,  which  I  havechofen,”  fo  ver.  32.  36*  So  when  the  tew 
tribes  were  carried  C£p*’ve7  it  is  fa  id,  there  was  none  left  but  the 
tribe  of  .Judah  only  :  2  K?-.gs  xvii.  18  **  Therefore  the  Lor#  was 
very  wroth  with  Ifrael,  and  removed  rhem  out  of  his  fight ;  there 
was  none  left  but  the  tribe  of  Judah  only  **  Whence  they  were  all 
called  Jtwr,  which  U  a  word  that  comes  from  Judah. 

This  was  the  tribe  of  which  Cbrtft  wa?  to  come;  and  in  tkfs 
chiefly  did  God’s  v’fible  church  con  lift,  from  Solomon’s  time :  zni 
this  was  the  people  over  whom  the  kings  that  vere  legal  auceftora 
•f  GHiiftj  and  ws;s  of  tfeehoufe  of  David,  reigned.  This  people 

was 
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wa$  wonderfully  preferred  from  deftru&on  during  this  period, 
w^hen  they  often  feeroed  to  be  upon  the  brink  of  ruln.and  juft  tea- 
dy  to  be  f wallowed  up.  So  it  was  in  Rehoboam’i  time,  when 
Shilhik  king  of  Egypt  ease  againft  Judah  with  fuch  a  vaft  force  ; 
yet  then  bod  manifeftly  preferred  them  from  being  deftroyed.  Of 
this  we  read  in  the  beginning  of  the  12th  chapter  of  2  Chron.  So 
it  was  again  in  Abijah’s  time,  wheojeroboam  fet  the  battle  in  array 
againft  him  with  eight  hundred  thoufand  chofen  men  ;  a  mighty 
srmy  indeed.  Wsrcad  of  it,  2  Onron.  suit  -pTiicn  God  wrought 
deliverance  to  Judah,  out  of  regard  to  the  covenant  of  grace  eftab- 
lifhcd  with  David,  as  15  evident  by  and  j  and  the  victory 

they  attained  was  became  the  Lord  was  on  their  fide,  as  you  may 
fee,  vcr.  12  So  it  i*as  again  inAfa’s  time,  when  Zei'ah  the  Ethio¬ 
pian  came  againft  him  with  a  yet  larger  army  of  a  thoufand  thou- 
land  and  three  hundred  chariots,  sChrcm.  xiv.  9.  Qa  this  oecafion 
Afa  cried  to  the  Lord,  and  trufted  in  him,  being  fcnfibSe  that  it 
was  nothing  with  him  to  help  tfcofe  that  had  no  power  ;  vcr.  1 1. 
u  And  Afa  cried  unto  the  Lord  hh  God ,  and  fa  id.  Lord,  it  h  no¬ 
thing  with  thee  to  help,  whether  with  many,  or  with  shofe  that  have 
mo  power/’  Accordingly  God  gave  them  a  glorious  victory  over 
this  mighty  hoft. 

So  again  it  was  in  Jehollnphatb  time,  when  the  children  of  Mo* 
ab,  and  the  children  of  Ammon,  and  the  inhabitants  of  MountSeir, 
combined  together  sgainft  Judah  with  a  mighty  army,  a  force  vaft- 
ly  fuperior  to  any  that  jehofhaphat  could  raif*  ;  and  Jehoffcapha* 
and  his  people  were  greatly  afraid  yet  they  fer  tkemfelves  to  fee  Ik 
3od  on  this  occafton,  and  t  tufted  m  him  5  and  God  awid  them  by 
o»e  of  his  prophets,  that  they  need  not  fear  them,  nor  ihpul d  they 
have  any  occafion  to  fight  this  batd%  they  fhouid  only  ftmd  fvJ 
^nd  fee  :hc  lalvatfon  of  the  Lord,  According  to  bis  dirc&ic?!?* 
they  only  fbod  ftiil,  and  fang  praifei  to  God,  and  God  roads  their 
enemies  do  the  work  theaafelve*,  and  fet  them  to  killing  one  ano¬ 
ther  ;  and  the  children  of  Judah  had  nothing  m  do,  but  to  gather 
the  fpoil,  which  was  more  than  they  could  ‘carry  away.  We  b?-,c 
the  ftory  i<n  2  Ghron.  xi. 

So  it  was  again  in  Ahaz’s  time,  when  'Rezi&  the  king  of  Syria, 
#nd  Pekah  the  fonof  RemaSiah,  the  kirg  of  ifrne!,  c  on  fpi  red  «*•» 
gain  ft  Judah,  and  feemed  to  be  furs  of  their  purpofc  ;  of  which  wc 
have  fpoken  already.  So  It  was  again  in  KezcfciafcG  time,  when 
Sennacherib,  that -great  king  of  Aftyria,  and  head  of  fheg^eatc^ 

*  m  on  a  relay  that  was  then  it  the  world,  C£-s2ae;up  againft  alt  the  fenced 
cities  of  Judah,  after  he  had  conquered  tuoft  of  the  neighbouring 
countries,  and  fent  Rabfcakeb,  the  oapUto  of  bif  hoft,  againft 
Jenifalcm,  who  came,  and  In  a  very  proud  sr,d  fcornfui  manner 
l&fijStsd  Heasekiah  bb  psopk^  sa  being  fare  of  vldlory  ;  2: 
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the  people  were  trembling  for  fear,  like  lamb*  before  a  Hon,  Then 
God  lent  ifaiah  the  proputt  to-  comfort  them,  and  a  flare  them  that 
they  fhould  not  prevail  ;  as  a  token  of  which  he  gave  them  this 
fign,  viz  that  the  earth,  for  two  years  fucceflivcly,  pioulJ  bring 
forth  food  of  nfeif,  from  tiie  roots  of  the  old  ftffks,  without  their 
piovring  or  (owing  ;  and  then  the  third  yea."  they  ffotfd  few  and 
leap,  and  pUnt  vineyards,  and  eat  the  fruit  of  them,  and  live  da 
the  fruits  of  their  labour,  as  they  were  wont  to  do  before.  Sec  z 
Kings  xix.  29,  This  is  mentioned  as  a  type  of  what  is  p?omifed 
in  ver.  30.  31.  “  And  the  remnant  that  is  efcaped  of  the  heufa 
of  Judah,  (hall  yet  again  take  root  downward*  and  bear  fruit  up¬ 
ward.  For  out  of  Jerulalem  (hail  go  forth  a  remnant,'  and  they 
that  efeppe,  out  of  Mount  Zion  :  the  zeal  of  the  Lord  of  hofts 
(hall  do  this.*'  The  corn’s  fpringing  again  after  it  had  been  cut  off 
witn  the  fickle, and  bringing  forth  another  crop  from  the  roots,  thas 
feemed  to  be  dead,  and  fo  ones  and  again,  represents  the  church’s 
reviving  again,  as  it  were  out  of  its  own  afhss,  and  flouri/hing  like 
a  plant  after  it  had  feemingly  been  cut  down  pafi:  recovery.  When 
the  enemies  of  the  church  have  done  their  utmoft,  and  feem  to  have 
gained  their  point,  and  to  have  overthrown  the  church,  fo  that  she 
being  of  it  is  fcarcciy  vifibie,  but  like  a  living  root  hid  under 
ground  ;  yet  there  is  a  fecret  life  in, it  that  will  c.'ufc  it  to  flourifti 
again,  and  to  take  root  downward,  and  bear  fruit  ttpwfcr  'd.  This 
was  fulfilled  now  at  this  time  :  For  the  king. of  AflTyria  had' 'already 
taken  and  carried  captive  the  ten  tribes  ;  ind  Sennacherib  had  alio 
taken  all  she  fenced  cities  of  Judah,  and  ’ranged,  the  couni  y  sound 
about,  and  J^rufffem  only  remained  ;  and  Rablhakch  had  in  his 
own  imagination  already  fwallowed  tha?  up.  as  he  had  alfo  in  the 
fearful  apprehenfions  of  the  Jews  themfelve?.  But  yet  God  wrought 
a  wonderful  deliverance.  He  lent  an  angel,  that  in  one  night  fmot© 
an  hundred  fourfeore  and  five  shoufand  fn  thh  enemy's  camp. 

■'XIX,  In  the  reign  of  Uzziafa,  and  the  following  re'gns,  God 
was  pie  a  fed  to  raife  up  a  fet  of  eminent  prophets,  who  (liquid  com¬ 
mit  their  prcphecier  to  writing,  and  leave  them  for  the  ufe  of  his 
church  in  all  ages.  We  before  obferved,  how  that  God  began  a- 
conftant  fuceeffion  of  prophets  in  Ifrael  in  Samuel's  time,  and 
ay  of  shefe  prophets  wrote  by  divine  irtfpiratios,  and  fo  added  to 
the  canon  of  feripture  before  Uzziah's  time.  But  none  of  them  arc 
fuppofed  to  have  written  books  of  prophecies  till  now*  Several 
of  them  wrote  hiftories  of  the  wonderful  difpenfations  ot  God  to¬ 
wards  his  church.  This  we  have  obferv^d  already  of  Samuel,  who 
is  ffippofed  to  have  written  Judges  and  Ruth,  and  part  of  the  firfl 
of  Samuel,  if  nos  the  book  of  Jofhua,  And  Nathan  and  Gad 
fsem  to  have  written  the  reft  of  the  two  books  of  Stroud  :  and  Na- 

lhao#  with  Ahijah  aud  Iddo/  wrote  tfcc  j  6qIqz*q$,  wi xb 
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is  probably  that  which  we  have  in  the  fir  ft  book  of  Kings.  The 
biftory  of  Ifrael  feems  to  have  been  further  carried  on  by  Iddo  and 
onemaiah  ;  2  Chron.  xii.  ij.  **  Now  the  a<ft*  of  Rhehsboatn, 
firft  and  laft,  are  they  not  written  in  the  book  cf  Shetnsiah  the 
prophet,  and  Iddo  the  feer,  concerning  genealogies  ?“  And  after 
that  the  htftory  feetns  to  have  been  further  carried  on  by  the  pro- 

P^*'/eh“'  ,h//°D  °f  H,asni :  2  Chr°n-  xx.  34.  “  Now  the  reft 
of  the  afti  of  Jehofhaphat,  firft  and  laft,  behold  they  are  written 

:n  the  book  of  Jehu  tHfc  foa  of  Hanani,  who  is  mentioned  in  the 
book  of  the  kings  of  Ifrael,”  a.  we  find  him  to  be  1  Kings  xvi.  1. 

*?»  And  then  it  was  further  continued  by  the  prophet  Ifauh  •  2 
Chron.  xxvi.  21.  «•  Now  the  reft  of  the  afts  of  Uzziah,  firft  and 
laft,  did  Ifaiah  the  prophet  the  fon  of  Amos  write.”  He  probably 
did  it  as  well  in  the  fccond  book  of  Kings,  as  in  the  book  of  bi* 

prophecy.  And  the  htftory  was  carried  on  and  fiaiftied  by  other 
prophets  after  him. 

#  Thu,the  prophets,  even  from  Samuel's  time,  had*  from  time  to  - 
time  been  adding  to  the  cannon  of  feripture  by  their  biftorici! 
writings,  But  now,  in  the  days  of  Uzziah,  did  God  firft  raife  up 
a  fet  of  great  prophets,  not  oniy  to  write  hifiories,  but  to  write 
books  of  their  prophecies,  Tlie  firft  of  thefe  is  thought  to  be  Ho* 
fea  the  fon  of  Bceri,  and  therefore  his  prophecy,  or  the  vrord  ©f 
the  Lord  by  him,  is  called  the  beginning  of  the  word  of  the  Lord  ; 
asHof.  it  2 .  *  The  beginning  of  the  word  of  the  Lord  by  Hofea  j’9 
that  is,  the  beginning,  or  the  firft  part,  of  the  written  word  of  that 
kind,  v!z8  th:*t  which  is  written  in  books  of  prophecy.  He  pro- 
phefied  in  the  days  of  Uzziah,  Jotham,  Ahaz,  and  Hezekiah,  kings 
of  Judah,  and  in  the  day*  of  Jeroboam,  the  fon  of  Josfe,  king  cf 
Ifrael.  There  were  many  other  witnefles  for  God  raifed  up  about 
the  fame  time  to  commit  their  prophecies  to  writing,  Ifaisb,  and 
Amos,  and  Jonah,  and  Micah,  and  Nahum,  and  probably  fome 
ethers  ;  and  fo  from  thus  time  forward  God  feemed  to  continue  a 
fucceflioa  of  writing  prophets* 

This  was  a  great  difpehfatioaof  Providence,  and  a  great  advance 
made  in  the  affair  of  redemption,  which  appears,  if  we  ccnfider 
what  was  faid  before,  that  the  main  bufiaefs  of  the  prophets  was  to 
forefbew  Chrift  and  his  redemption.  They  were  all  forerunners  of 
the  great  prophet.  The  main  end  why  the  fpirit  of  prophecy  was 
given  them  was,  that  they  might  give  teftimony  to  Jcfus  Chrift,  the 
great  Redeemer,  that  was  to  come  ;  and  therefore  the  teftimony  of 
Jefur,  and  the  fpirit  of  prophecy,  are  fpoken  of  as  the  fafoc  thing  : 
Rev.  xpx  u  And  I  fell  at  his  feet  to  worfhip  him  :  and  he 
faid  unto  me,  See  thou  do  it  not  :  I  am  thy  fellow-iervant,  and  of 
thy  brethren  that  have  the  teftimony  of  Jefus  :  wor&ip  God  ;  for 
the  teftimony  of  Jefui  is  the  fpirit  ©f  prophecy.**  Therefore  we 
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find,  that  the  great  and  main  thing  that  the  moft  of  the  prophets 
in  their  written  prophecies  infiftcd  upon,  is  Chrift  and  his  redemp¬ 
tion,  and  the  glorious  times  of  the  gofpel,  which  Should  be  in  the 
latter  days,  according  to  their  manner  of  expreftion.  Though 
many  other  thing*  were  fpoken  of  in  their  prophecies,  yet  it  feema 
to  be  only  as  introductory  to  their  prophecy  of  thefe  great  things. 
Whatever  they  prophefy  of,  here  their  prophecies  commonly  ter¬ 
minate,  as  you  may  fee  by  a  careful  perufal  of  their  writings. 

Thefc  prophets  were  fet  to  writing  their  prophecies  by  the  Spirit 
of  Chrift  that  was  in  them,  chiefly  for  that  end,  to  forefhow  and 
prepare  the  way  for  the  coming  of  Chrift, and  the  glory  that  fhould 
follow.  In  what  an  exalted ftrain  do  they  all  fpcak  of  thofe  things! 
Many  other  things  they  fpeak  of  in  men's  ufual  language.  But 
when  they  come  upon  this  fubjc£l,  what  a  joyful  heaven  fublimhy 
is  there  in  the  language  they  ufe  about  it  !  Some  of  them  are  very 
particular  and  full  in  their  predidions  of  thefe  things,  and  above 
all  the  Prophet  lfaiah,  who  is  therefore  dcfervedly  called  the  tvan - 
gtlical  prophet .  He  feems  to  teach  the  glorious  doflrines  of  the 
gofpel  almpft  as  plainly  as  the  Apoftles  did,  who  preached  after 
Chrift  wa*  aCtoally  come.  The  Apoftle  Paul  therefore  takes  notice, 
that  the  Prophet  Efaias  is  very  bold,  Rom.  x.  20.  i.e.  as  the  mean¬ 
ing  of  the  word,  as  ufed  in  the  New  Teftament,  is  very  plain,  be 
fpcaks  out  very  plainly  and  fully  ;  fo  being  “  very  bold"  is  ufed 
z  Cor.  iii.  12.  we  ufe  t(  great  plainncfs  pf  fpcech,"  or  boldnefs," 
as  it  is  in  the  margin. 

How  plainly  and  fully  does  the  Prophet  lfaiah  deferibe  the 
manner  and  circumftanccs,  the  nature  and  end,  of  the  fuftertnga 
and  facrifice  of  Chrift,  in  the  53d  chapter  of  his  prophecy.  There 
is  fcarce  a  chapter  in  the  New  Teftamcnt  itfelf  which  is  more  full 
on  it  !  and  how  much,  and  in  what  a  glorious  (train,  does  the 
fame  prophet  fpeak  from  time  to  time  of  the  glorious  benefits  §f 
Chrift,  the  unfpeakablc  ble flings  which  (ball  redound  to  his  church 
through  his  redemption  !  Jcfus  Chrift,  the  perfoo  that  this  prophet 
fpoke  fo  much  of,  once  appeared  to  lfaiah  in  the  form  of  the  hu¬ 
man  nature,  the  nature  that  he  fhould  afterwards  t s.kt  upon  him. 
We  have  an  account  of  it  in  the  6th  chapter  of  his  prophecy  at  the 
(beginning  :  46  1  faw  alfo  the  Lord  fitting  on  a  throne,  high  and 
lifted  up,  and  his  train  filled  the  temple,"  &c.  This  was  Chrift 
that  lfaiah  now  faw,  as  we  are  exprsfliy  told  in  the  New  TefU- 
ment.  See  John  xih  39.  40.  41. 

If  we  confider  the  abundant  prophecies  of  this  and  the  other  pro¬ 
phets,  what  a  great  increafc  is  there  of  the  light  of  the  gofpcl,wbieh 
had  been  growing  from  the  fail  of  man  to  this  day  ?  How  plentiful 
arc  the  revelations  and  prophecies  of  Chrift  now,  to  what  they  were 

fo  the  firft  peri<4  of  tbs  Old  Tritoacnt,  from  Adam  to  Noah  >  or 
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to  what  they  were  in  the  fecorfd,  from  No ih  so  Abraham  ?  op  towhtt 
they  were  before  Moles,  or  in  she  time  of  Mofei,  Jotoua,  and  the 
Judges  }  This  difpenfatiofc  that  we  are  row  foeakingof,  was  alfo  .3 
glorious  advance  of  the  work  of  redemption  by  the  great  additions 
were  ffiaoe  to  the  canon  of  feripmre.  Great  part  of  the  Old 
Teftataent  was  written  now  from  the  day.  of  Uzrfah  to  the  captivity 
into  Babylon.  And  how  exc'dlciit  are  thofe  portions  of  it  ?  What 
55  PrcC|o’*8  treafjre  have  thofe  prophets  committed  to  the  church  of 
Gcdp  lending  greatly  to  confirm  the  gofpel  of  Chrift  ?  and  which 
has  been  of  great  comfort  and  benefit  to  God’s  church  in  ail  ag^s 
flnce,  and  Gocoileis  will  be  to  the  srid  of  the  world* 


P  A  R,  T 

From  the  Babylonifh  captivity  to  the  coming  of 

CJUrifl, 

I  COME  now  to  the  laft  ptriud  of  ihz  Old  Tcftament,  vh  that 
which  oegins  with  the  B&bylenijh  captivity ,  and  extends  to  the 
'  €6"mi*£  <f  Gkriftt  being. the  greaitft  jhart  of  fix  hundred  years,  to 
{how  bow  the  work,  of  redemption  was  carried  on  thro*  this  period* 
r  before  1  enter  upon  particulars,  I  would  obferve  in  three 
things  wherein  this  period  is  difhnguifhed  from  the  preceding 
periods  of  the  times  of  the  Old  Teftaient'; 

1.  Though  we  have  no  account  of  d  great  part  of  this  period 
in  the  fcppuirc-  hiilory,  yet  the  events  of  this  period  are  more  the 
lubjed  of  feripture- prophecy,  than  any  of  the  preceding  periods t 
I  bet c  a?e  two  ways  wherein  the  feripture  gives  account  of  the? 
events  by  which  the  work  of  redempdoc  is  carried  on  ;  one  is  by 
fefftory,  and  another  is  by  prophecy  :  and  in  one  or  t$c  other  of 
ihcfe  ways  we  have  co « sained  in  she  fcrip.turts  an  account  how  the 
work  of  redemption  is  carried  on  frofo  the  beginning  tu  the  cod* 
Although  the  feripture  &&  not  contain  a  proper  hiftory  of  the 
.  whole,  yet  there'ista^taincd  the  _  while  chain  of  great  events  by 
which  this  affair  hath  been  carried  on  from  the  foundation,  foori 
filter  the  fall  of  man  to  she  ficilking  ©f  it  at  the  cad  of  the  /world* 
cither  Is  hiftory  0?  prophecy* 

It  is  to  be  observed,  that  were  the  feripture  is  wanting  in  one  of 
,  ftfcefc  wavs.  It  is  mad#  up  In  the  ether;  Where  ferip  sure- hiflory 
fad*,  ti  £»e  prophecy  takes  place  :  £0  that  she  account  is  fill!  car. 
tied  on,  anti  tbs  chain  is  nos  broken,  till  we  come  to  the  very 
Sink  of  it  in -this  confummation  of  all  things. 

Accordingly  it  is  ohfervabfe  of  this  period  or  fpacco?  lime  that 
we  are  upon,  shat  though  it  is  fo  much  lefs  the  fubje6t  of  feripture* 
hl%  ryJ:  than  m  ^ ft  of  the  preceding  periods,  fo  that  there  is  above 

lour  Lanced  y*u*  ®Z  it  that  the  feriptuiss  gives  us  no  hifiory  of j 

yet 
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yet  the  events  of  this  period  are  more  the  fubjed  of  feripture- pro* 
phccy,  that  the  events  of  all  the  preceding  periods  put  together* 
Mofl  of  thefe  remarkable  prophecies  of  the  book  of  Daniel  d®  re¬ 
fer  to  events  that  were  accompliftaed  in  this  period  :  fb  moft  cl 
thofe  prophecies  of  Ifaiah,  rod  Jeremiah,  and  Ezekiel,  agiinf^ 
Babylon,  and  Tyrus,and  again ft  Egypt,  and  many  other  nations,, 

were  fulfilled  in  this  period. 

So  that  the  reafon  why  the  feripture  gives  us  no  hiftory  of  fo 
great  a  part  of  ibis  period,  is  not  bccaufc  the  events  of  this  period 
were  Lot  fo  important,  or  lefs  worthy  to  be  taken  notice  of,  than 
the  events  of  the  foregoing  periods  ?  for  I  (hall hereafter  i how  hovr 
grsat  and  diftingufliediy  remarkable  the  events  of  this  period  were. 
-But  there  are  feveral  other  reafons  which  may  b#  given  of  it.*  On« 
iff  that  it  was  the  will  of  Gbd  that  the  fpirit  of  prophecy  fhould 
ceafe  in  this  period,  (for  reafons  that  maybe  given  hereafter)  ;  fo 
that  there  were  no  prophets  to  write  the  hiftory  of  thefe  times  ;  and 
therefore  God  dcfignhg  this,  took  care  that  the  great*  events  of  thi* 
period  fhould  not  be  without  mention  in  his  word  ;  and  fo  orr  ered 
it,  that  the  prophecies  of  feripture  fhould  be  more  full  harts,  thaa 
in  the  preceding  periods.  It  is  obfervable,  that  that  fit  of  writing 
prophets  that  God  raifed  up  in  Ifrael,  were  raifedup  that  the  latter 
end  of  the  foregoing  period,  and  as  the  beginning  of  this ;  which 
It  is  likely  was  partly  for  that  reafon,  that  the  time  was  now  ap¬ 
proaching,  ©f  which  the  fplrit  of  prophecy  having  ceafsd,  them 
was  to  be  no  feripture-hiftory,  and  therefore  no  other  feripture- 
account  but  what  was  given  in  prophecy. 

Another  reafon  that  may  be  given  why  there  was  fo  great  a  par* 
of  this  peeiod  left  without  an  hiftorical  accountin  feripture,  is,  that 
G?d  in  this  providence  took  care,  that  there  fhould  be  authentic 
*  and  full  accounts  of  the  events  of  this  period  preferved  in  profane 
hftory.  It  is  remarkable,  and  Very  worthy  to  b®  taken  notice  of# 
that  with  refpedl  to  the  events  of  the  five  preceding  periods,  of 
which  the  feripturet  give  the  hiftory,  profane  hiftory  gives  us  no 
account,  or  at  leaft  of  but  very  few  of  them.  There  are  many  fa¬ 
bulous  and  uncertain  accounts  of  things  that  happened  before  ;  but 
the  beginning  of  the  times  of  authentic  profane  hiftory  is  judged  to 
be  but  a  little  before  Nebuchadnezzar’s  time,  about  an  hundred  years 
before.  The  learned  men  among  the  Greeks  and  Romans,  ufed 
to  call  the  ages  before  that  the  fabulous  agt  ;  but  the  times  after 
that  they  called  the  hiftorical  age.  From  about  that  time  to  the 
coming  of  Chrift,  we  have  undoubted  accounts  in  profane  biftory 
of  the  principal  even-?  ;  accounts  that  wonderfully  agree  with  .the 
many  prophecies  th  » t  we  have  in  feripture  of  thofe  times, 

Thu*'  c  it  ft  the  great  God,  that  difpofes  all  things,  order  it.  H© 

took  cars  to  give  sa  hiftorical  account  cf  things  from  the  beginning 
.  *  '  <  *of 
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of  the  world,  though  al!  thofe  former  agti  which  profane  blftory 

doer  not  reach,  and  ceafed  not  till  he  came  to  thofe  later  sgei  in 

.  which  profane  hiftory  related  things  with  fomc  certainty  :  and 

concerning  thofe  times,  be  gives  us  abundant  account  in  prophecy, 

that  by  comparing  profane  hiftory  with  thofe  prophecies,  we  might 
icc  the  agreement. 

2  This  period  being  the  laft  period  of  the  Old  Teftament,  and 
the  next  to  the  coming  of  Chrifl,  feems  to  have  been  remarkably 
diftinguifhed  from  all  others  ia  the  great  revolutions  that  were  a* 
mong  the  nations  of  the  earth,  to  make  way  for  the  kingdom  of 
Chrifl.  The  time  now  drawing  nigh,  wherein  Chrift,  the  great 
Kmg  and  Saviour  of  the  world, was  to  come,  greatand  mighty  were 
She  edanges  that  were  brought  to  pafs  in  order  to  it.  The  way  had 
been  preparing  for  the  coming  of  Chrifl  from  the  fall  of  man, 
through  all  the  foregoing  periods  :  but  now  the  time  drawing 
nigh,  things  began  to  ripen  apace  for  Chrifi’s  coming  ;  and  there¬ 
fore  divine  providence  wrought  wonderfully  now.  The  greatefl 
revolutions  tb^t  any  hiflory  whaffoever  gives  an  account  of,  that 
ever  had  been  from  the  flood,  fell  out  in  this  period.  Almoft  all 
the  then  known  world,  1.  e.  all  the  nation®  that  were  round  about 
the  land  ofCanaan,far  and  near,  that  were  within  the  reach  of  their 
knowledge,  were  overturned  again  and  again.  AH  land®  were  ia 
their  turn®  fubdued,  captivated,  and  as  it  were  emptied,  and  turned 
upflde  down,  and  that  mot  of  them  repeatedly,  in  this  period  j 
agreeable  to  that  prophecy,  If.  xxiv,  i.  «  Behold,  the  Lord 
tnakeih  the  earth  empty  ;  he  maketh  it  waft®,  sad  turnctfa  it  up« 
fide  down,  and  fcattereth  abroad  the  inhabitants  thereof. 

This  emptying,  snd  turning  upiide  down,  began  with  God*®  vi¬ 
able  church,  in  their  captivity  by  the  king  of  Babylon.  Then  the 
cup  from  them  went  round  to  siS  other  nations,  agreeable  to  what 
God  revealed  to  the  Prophet  Jeremiah,  xxv.  15.— 27.  Here  fpe* 
cial  refped  feems  to  be  had  to  the  great  revolutions  that  there  wer« 
©n  the  face  of  the  earth  in  the  times  of  the  Babyloniih  empire.  But 
after  that  there  were  three  general  overturning®  of  the  world  before 
Chrifl  came,  in  the  fucceffion  of  the  three  great  monarchies  of  the 
world  that  were  after  the  Babyloniih  empire.  The  king  of  Babylon 
is  reprefented  in  feripture  as  overturning  of  the  world  :  but  after 
that,  theBabyloniQi  empire  was  overthrown  byCyrus  ;  whefounded 
the  Perfian  empire  in  the  room  of  it ;  which  was  of  much  greater  ex¬ 
tent  than  the  Babyloniih  empire  in  it®  greatefl  glory.  Thus  the  world 
was  overturned  the  fccond  time.  After  that,  the  Perfian  empire 
was  overthrown  by  Alexander,  and  the  Grecian  empire  was  fet  \np 
upon  the  ruins  of  it ;  which  was  ftill  of  much  greater  extent  that* 
the  Perfian  empire  :  and  thus  there  wai  a  general  overturning  of 
the  world  a  third  tics**  After  that,  the  Grecian  empire  was  over* 
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thrown  by  the  Roman*,  and  the  Roman  empire  was  eftabllfhed  ; 
which  vafi!y  exceeded  ail  the  foregoing  empires  in  power  and  extent 
of  dominion.  And  fo  the  world  was  overturned  the  fourth  time. 

Thefe  feveral  monarchies,  and  the  great  revolutions  of  the  world 
under  them,  are  abundantly  fpofcen  of  in  the  prophecies  of  Daniel. 
They  arc  reprefented  in  Ncbuchadnezzet’s  image  of  gold,  filver, 
brafs,  and  iron,  and  Daniel's  interpretation  of  it  in  the  fccond 
chapter  of  Daniel  ;  and  then  in  Daniel  s  vifion  of  the  four  bcafis^ 
and  the  angel’s  interpretation  of  it  in  the  feventh  chapter  of  Daniels 
And  the  fucceffion  of  the  Ferfian  and  Grecian  monarchies  is  more 
particularly  reprefented  in  the  eighth  chapter  in  Daniel  s  vifion  of, 
the  ram  and  the  he-goat,  and  again  in  the  1  ith  chapter  of  Daniel* 

Befides  thefe  four  general  overturnings  of  the  world,  the  world 
was  kept  is  a  conftant  tumult  between  whiles  :  and  indeed  the 
world  was  as  it  "were  in  a  continual  convulsion  through  the  whole* 
period  till  Chrift  came.  Before  this  period,  the  face  of  the  earth 
was  comparatively  in  quictnefs  :  though  they  were  many  great 
wars  among  the  nations,  yet  we  read  of  no  fuch  mighty  and  uni- 
verfal  convulfions  and  overturning*  as  there  were  in  this  period# 
The  nations  of  the  world,  moft  ©f  them,  had  long  remained  oa 
their  lees  as  it  were,  without  being  emptei  from  vefftl  to  vefiel,  as 
is  faid  of  Moab,  Jer.  xlviil.  11.  Now  thefe  great  overturning* 
were  becaufe  the  time  of  the  great  Meffiah  drew  nigh.  That  they 
were  to  prepare  the  way  for  Chrift's  coming,  is  evident  by  feripture 
particularly  by  Ez  k.  xxi.  22.  "I  will  overturn,  overturn,  overturn 
it,  and  it  (hall  be  no  more,  until  he  come  whofe  right  it  is,  and  I 
will  give  it  him.”  The  prophet,  by  repeating  the  word  overturn 
three  times,  has  refpefl  to  the  three  overturning*,,  as  in  the  Reve¬ 
lation,  viii.  13.  The  repetition  of  the  word  wo  three  times, dignifies 
three  diftlntt  woes  ;  as  appears  by  what  follows,  ix.  12.  t€  One 
wo  is  paft  and  xi.  14,  “  The  fecond  wo  irpaft,  and  behold 
the  third  wo  cometh  quickly/’ 

It  muil  be  noted,  that  the  Prophet  Ezekiel  prophefied  in  the  time 
®f  the  Babylon ilh  captivity  ;  and  therefore  there  were  three  great 
and  general  overturnings  of  the  world  to  come  after  this  prophecy* 
before  Chrift  came;  the  fir  5*  by  the  Perfianr,  the  fecond  by  the 
Grecians,  the  third  by  the  Romans  ;  and  thin  after  that  Gbrift* 
whofe  right  it  was  to  take  the  diadem, and  reign,  fhouldcome.  Here- 
thefe  great  overturning?  are  evidently  fpoken  of  as  preparatory  to 
the  coming  and  kingdom  of  Ghrift,  But  to  underftand  the  word* 
aright,  wt  muft  note  the  particular  expreffion,  “  I  will  overturn# 
overturn,  overturn  if,”  *»  c.  *he  diadem  and  crown  of  Ifracl,  oe 
the  fupreme  temporal  dominion  over  God’s  vifible  people.  !hi» 
God  faid  fbould  be  no  more,  1.  e.  the  crown  fhould  be  taken  off, 

a&4  the  diadem  removed*  as  it  is  faid  in  th$  foregoing  verfe.  The- 

fupreme 
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fuDrsme  power  oyer  Ifrac!  fbould  be  no  more  in  the  royal  line  of' 
to  which  it  properly  belonged,  but  Ihould  be  removed  away* 
and  given  to  ethers,  and  overturned  from  one  to  another  :  Fkft 
the  fupreme  power  over  if  tael  fhould  be  in  the  hands  of  rfcc  Periians ; 
and  then  it  Ihould  be  overturned  again  ;  and  then  it  Should  be  in  the 
hands  of  the  Grecians ;  and  then  it  fhould  be  overturned  agam,  and 
eome  into  the  hands  of  the  .Romans,  and  fbould  be  no  mora  in  the 
Jine  of  David, ti!2  that  very  perfon  fhould  come, that  was  the  fan  of 
David, whofe  proper  right  it  was, and  thcnGod  would  give  it  to  bins. 

That  thofe  great  flhakinys  and  revolutions  of  the  nations  of  tbs 
world,  were  all  to  prepare  the  way  for  Ohrid's  coining,  and  fetting 
tip  bis  kingdom  in  the  world,  is  further  manifeft  by  Hgggai,  it. 
6.  7.  tf  For  thus  faith  the  Lord  of  tofts,  Yet  once,  it  is  a  little 
while,  and  I  will  fhake  the  heavens,  and  the  earth,  and  the  fea# 
*nd  the  dry  land  ;  'and  I  will  (hake  all  nations,  and  the  defirc  of 
nations  (hall  come,  and  I  Will  fill  this  houfc  with  glory,  faith  the 
Lord  of  hods  ”  And  again,  verfe  21.  *2.  and  23  -  It  is  evident 
fcy  this,  that  tbefe  great  revolutions  and  (bakings  of  the  nations, 
whereby  the  thrones  of  kingdoms  and  armies  were  overthrown,  and 
every  one  came  down  by  she  (Void  of  his  brother,  were  to  prepare 
the  way  for  the  coming  of  bias  who  is  the  defire  of  all  nations* 

.  The  great  change*  and  troubles  that  have  fometsmes  been  in  the 
viable  church  of  Chrift,  are  in  Rev*  xii.  1',  compared  to  the  church's 
being  in  travail  to  bring  forth  Chrift  :  So  thefe  great  troubles  and 
saighty  revolutions  that  were  in  the  world  before  ChH.fr  was  bornf 
were,  as  it  were,  the  world's  being  in  travail  to  bring  forth  the 
Son  of  God.  The  Apodle,  In  the  8th  of  Romans,  represents  the 
whole  creation  as  groaning  and  travailing  in  pain  together  until 
now,  to  bring  forth  the  liberty  and  manifcliation  of  the  children 
©f  Gad,  So  the  world  as  it  were  travailed  in  pain,  and  was  in 
continual  ccnvulfions,  for  fevers!  hundred  years  together,  to  bring 
forth  the  fir  A  born  child,  and  the  only  begotten  Son  of  God,  And 
thofe  mighty  revolutions  were  as  fo  many  pangs  sod  throes  in  or¬ 
der  to  it.  The  world  being  fo  long  z  time  kept  in  *  ft  ate  of  waf 
and  bloodfhed,  prepared  the  way  for  the.  coming  of  the  Prince  ©f 
peace, 'as  it  Showed  a  great  need  the  world  flood  in  offuch  a  ^rinc* 
to  deliver  the  world  from  its  miferies. 

It  pfeafsd  God  to  order  It  in  his  providence,  that  earthly  power 
and  dominion  fhould  be  raifed  to  its  grestefl  height,  and  appear  in 
Its  utmoft  gl or jf  m  thofe  four  great  monarchies  that  fucoeeded  one 
mother,  and  that  every  one  fhould  be  greater  aad  more  glorious 
than  the  preceding,  before  he  fet  up  the  kingdom  of  his  Son.  Bf 
this  it  appear  how  much  more  glorious  his  fpiritual  kingdom  was 
than  the  woft  glorious  temporal  kingdom*  The  ftrength  and  glo¬ 
ry  ®i  Situs's  kingdom  in  Ihtfe  four  mighty  ©onarcfcics,  appeared 
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D  its  greate/i  height  :  for  tlefc  monarchies  were  the  monarchies 
of  the  Heathen  wo.- id,  and  to  the  firengih  of  them  was  the  ftreng'th 
of  Satan'*  kingdom.  God  fufftrred  Satan’s  kingdom  to  rife  to  fo 
Wjtf  a  height  of  power,  and  magnificence  before  his  Son  came  to 
overthrow  it,  to  prepare  the  way  for  the  more  glorious  triumph  o£" 
his  Sen.  Goliath  mufi  have  on  all  his  fpleadid  armour  when  the 
ftripling  David  comes  againjt  him  with  a  iiir>g  and  a  ftone,  for  the 
greater  glory  of  Davids  victory.  God  luffered  one  of  thofe  great 
monarchies  to  fubdue  another,  .and  erVft  itftlf  on  the  other’s  ruins, 
appearing  ft  ill  in  greater  fiseng^h,  and  the  laft  so  be  the  ftr'ongcjfe 
and  mightkft  of  all;  that  foChrift,  in  overthrowing  that,  might  as 
it  ftcrc  overthrow  them  all  atones  ;  as  the  ftone  cut  cut  of  the 
mountain  without  hands,  is  reprefented  as  de/lroying  the  whole 
Image,  the  gold,,  the  fiver,  the  Jbrafs,  the  iron,  and  the  clay  ;  fo 
that  ail  became  zb  the  chaiF  of  the  fummer  threfhing- floor. 

Thefc  mighty  empires  were  fuffered  thus  to  overthrow  the  world, 
and  might  defray  one  another  :  and  though  their  power  was  fo 
great,  yet  they  could  not  uphold  themfeives,  but  fell  one  after 
another,  and  came  to  nothing,  even  the  laft  of  them,  that  was  the 
firongefi,  and  had  f  wallowed  up  the  earth.  It  pie  a  fed  God  thus  to 
fhow  in  them  the  inftabllity  and  vanity  pf  all  earthly  power  2nd 
grealnefs  ;  which  fei  ved  as  a  foil  to  fet  forth  the  glory  o?  the 
kingdom  of  his  Son,  which  never  dial! be  deftroyed,  as  appears  by 
Dan.  ii.  44.  “In  the  days  of  thefc  kings  (hall  theGod  of  heaven' fee 
up  a  kingdom,  which  (hail  never  be  destroyed  :  and  the  kingdom 
(hall  not  be  left  to  another  people,  but  it  Dial!  break  in  pieces,  and 
ccnfumc  all  thefe  kingdoms, and  it  lhaUfhnd  forever.”  So  great¬ 
ly  docs  this  kingdom  differ  from  all  thofe  kingdoms  :  they  vanifh 
away,  and  arc  left  to  other  people  ;  but  this  (hall  not  be  left  to 
other  people,  but  (hail  ftand  for  ever.  God  fuffered  the  devil  to  da> 
his  utmoft,  and  to  cfxablifn  his  interest,  by  feiting  up  the  greateft* 
ftrongeft,  and  moft  glorious  kingdoms  in  the  world  that  he  could* 
before  the  defpifed  Jefus  overthrew  him  and  his  empire,  Chrifk 
came  into  the  world  to  bring  down  the  high  things  of  Satan's  king¬ 
dom,  that  the  hand  of  the  Lord  might  be  on  every  one  that  is 
proud  and  lofty,  and  every  high  tower,  and  every  lofty  mountain  - 
S3  the  Prophet  Ifaiah  fays,  chap.  H.12.&C.  Therefore  thefe  things 
were  fu tiered  to  rife  very  high,  that  Cbrift  might  appear  fo  much 
the  more  glorious  in  being  above  them. 

Thus  wonderfully  did  the  great  and  wife  governor  of  the  world 
prepare  the  way  for  the  cre&ing  of  the  glorious  kingdom  of  his  be* 
loved  ion  Jcfus.  s 

3.  Another  thing  for  which  this  la/i  period  or  fpace  of  time  be¬ 
fore  Chrift  was  particularly  remarkable,  was  the  wonderful  pre- 
fzti’aiiGSL  of  the  church  through  all  thofe  overturning!.  The  d«* 
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fervation  of  the  church  was  on  feme  accounts  ssore  remarkable 
through  this  period, than  through  any  of  the  foregoing.  It  vra*  very 
wonderful  that  the  church,  which  in  this  period  was  fo  weak  and  m 
fo  low  a  ftate3  and  moftly  fubjedl  to  the  dominion  of  Heathen  mo¬ 
narchies,  Should  be  preferved  for  five  or  frz  hundred  years  together, 
while  the  world  was  fo  often  overturned,  and  the  earth  was  rent 
sn  pieces,  and  made  fo  often  empty  and  wafte,  and  the  inhabitant! 
of  it  came  down  fo  often  every  one  by  the  fword  of  his  brother. 
3  fay  it  was  wonderful  that  the  church  in  its  weak  and  low  ftate* 
being  but  a  little  handful  of  men,  ftrould  be  preferved  in  all  the& 
great  convulsions  ;  efpccially  confktering  that  the  land  of  Judea,thc 
chief  place  of  the  church's  residence,  lay  in  the  midft  of  them,  as  it 
were  in  the  middle  between  the  contending  parties,  and  was  very 
much  the  feat  of  war  amongft  them,  and  was  often  over-run  and 
fubdued,  and  fomedmea  in  the  handsef  one  people,  and  fometiures 
another,  and  very  much  the  objed  of  the  envy  and  hatred  of  aFI 
Heathen  nations,  and  often  ahnoft  ruined  by  them,  often  great 
multitudes  of  its  inhabitants  being  flain,  and  the  land  in  a  great 
sneafurc  depopulated;  and  thofe  who  had  them  in  their  power,often 
intended  the  utter  deftrti&'ion  of  the  whole  nation.  Yet  they  were 
mpheli ;  they  were  preferved  in  their  captivity  in  Babylon,  and 
they  were  upheld  again  under  all  the  dangers  they  palled  through, 
under  the  kings  cf  Petfia,  and  the  much  greater  dangers  they  were 
liable  to  under  the  empire  of  the  Greeks,  and  afterwards  when  the 
world  was  trodden  down  by  the  Romans. 

Their  preservation  through  this  period  was  alfo  diftinguifhingfy 
remarkable,  in  that  we  never  read  of  the  church's  fuffering  per¬ 
fection  in  any  former  period  in  ?ny  meafure  to  fucb  a  degree  as 
they  did  in  this,  under  Antiochus  Epiphanes,  of  which  more  after¬ 
wards.  This  wonderful  prefervatloa  of  the  church  through  all 
thefe  overtumings  of  the  world,  gives  light  and  confirmation  to 
what  we  read  in  the  beginning  of  the  46th  Pfalm  :  '*  God  is  our 
refuge  and  ftrength,  a  very  prefent  help  in  trouble.  Therefore 
will  not  we  fear,  though  the  earth  be  removed,  and  though  the 
mountains  be  carried  into  the  mid  ft  of  the  fea  ;  though  the  waters 
thereof  roar,  and  be  troubled  ;  though  the  mountains  fbake  with 
the  fuelling  thereof/' 

Thus  I  have  taken  notice  of  fosse  genera!  things  wherein  this 
Jaft  period  of  the  Old-Teftament  times  was  diftinguifhed,  I  come 
now  to  confidcr  how  the  work  of  redemption  was  carried  on  in  par¬ 
ticulars. 

I.  The  firft  thing  that  here  offers  is  the  captivity  of  the  Jews  in¬ 
to  Babylon.  This  was  a  great  difpenfation  of  providence,  and 
fuch  as  never  was  before.  The  children  of  Ifrael  in  the  time  of 

the  iudees.  had  often  been  brought  under  their  enemies ;  and  many 
?  *  particular 
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-articular  perfons  were  carried  captive  at  other  time,.  But  never 
ifad  there  been  any  fuch  thing  aa  deftroying  the  whole  land,  the 
fiafluary,  and  the  city  of  Jerufalem,  and  ail  the  cities  and  villages 
of  the  land,  and  carrying  the  whole  body  of  the  people  out  o  their 
or.-n  land  into  a  country  many  hundred  miles  diftant,  and 
the  land  of  Canaan  empty  of  Gad’s  vifible  peop.e.  The  ar  *  d 
once  forifaken  the  tabernacle  of  Shiloh,  and  was  carried  captive 
into  the  land  of  the  Phiiiftines  :  but  never  had  there  been  any  lu.n 
thing  as  the  burning  the  fanftuary,  and  utterly  deftroying  the  ark, 
and  carrying  away  all  the  {acred  veffels  and  utenfils,  an  _  1  * 

up  all  their  ftated  worfhip  in  the  land,  and  the  lands  lying  watte 

sU  empty  for  fo  many  years  together.  How  lively  are  tbefe 

things  fet  forth  in  the  Lamentations  of  Jeremiah  i 

The  work  of  redemption  was  promoted  by  this  remarkable  a  it- 

penfation  in  thefs  following  ways,  f 

1.  It  finally  cured  that  nation  of  their  itch  after  idolatry. 

Prophet  Ifaiah,fpeaking  of  the  fitting  up  of  the  kingdom  of  Chtif-# 
chap.  ii.  |8.  fpeaki  of  the  abolishing  idolatry  as  one  ^ing  that 
ftould  be  done  to  this  end  :  “And  the  idols  he  fliall  utterly  aooli&. 
When  the  time  was  drawing  near,  thatGod  would  abolifh  Heathen 
idolatry,  through  the  greater  pari  of  the  known  world,  as  he  did  by 
the  preaching  of  the  gofpel  after  Chrifi  c^me,  it  plea  fed  him  fit  ft  to 
aboliih  fcieathenifm  among  hi*  own  people  ;  and  he  did  it  now  by 
the’r  captivity  into  Babylon  ;  a  prefage  of  that  ebolifhing  of  idols* 
that  God  was  about  to  bring  to  pafs  by  Cfafift  through  fo  great  » 
part  of  theHea then  world. 

This  nation  that  was  addlfted  to  idolatry  before  for  fo  many 
ages,  and  that  nothing  would  cure  them  of,  pot  all  the  reproofs* 
aad  warnings,  and  corrections,  that  they  bad,  and  all  the  judge  ’ 
ments  God  infli&ed  on  them  for  u  ;  yet  now  were  finally  cured 
fo  that  however  feme  might  fail  into  this  fin  afterwards,  as  they 
did  about  the  time  of  Antioekus’s  perfection,  yet  the  hation,  as  a 
nation,  never  fcewed  any  hankering  after  this  fin  any  more,  i 
was  a  remarkable  and  wonderful  change  in  that;  people,  whut 
directly  promote'-  the  work  of  redemption,  as  it  wus  a  great  ad* 
vancemcnt  of  the  intereft  of  religion, 

2.  It  was  one  thing  that  prepared  the  way  for  Cbrift'e  coming, 
and  felting  up  the  glorious  difpenfation  of  the  gofpel,  as  it  took 
away  many  of  thofe  things  wherein  confined  the  glory  ci  th* 
Jewifh  difpenfatioa.  In  order  to  introduce  the  glorious  difpen¬ 
fation  of  the  gofpel,  the  external  glory  of  the  Jewtlh  church  mud 
be  diotinifhed,  as  we  obferved  before.  This  the  Babylonifh  esp- 
tivity  did  many  ways  ;  it  brought  the  people  very  low. 

Fifth,  it  removed  the  temporal  diadem  of  the  houfc  of  Divid 

my  from  the#*  ig  the  fupre&a  and  iadcpsndstit  government  a 1 
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thcmfelvcs.  *  It  took  the  err  t  4  and  diade sa  from  the  nation, 
•The  time  now  approachtn^whcn  Draft,  the  great  and  everlaftmg 
king  of  bis  church,  was  to  reign,  it  time  for  the  typical  kings 
to  withdraw.  As  God  fa  id  by  Ezslciei,  ch*  xxi.  26#  Si  He  tc- 
moved  the  crown  and  diadem,  shat  it  might  be  no  more,  till  he 
.fhould  coms  v?hofe  right  it  was,”  The  “jews  henceforward  were 
dependent  on  the  governing  power  of  other  nations,  until 
Ghri.ft  came,  for  near  £3  hundred  years,  excepting  shout  00  years, 
during  which  fpace  ifyey  maintained  a  fort  9!  independence,  bvccni- 
tiaual  wars  under  the  dominion  of  the  Maccabees  and  their  pbftcrity* 

Aggi.n,  by  the  captivity,,  the  glory  and  magnificence  of  the  tori- 
pie  was  taken  away,  aprf  the  temple  that  wdl  Built  afterwards,  was 
nothing  in  companion'  wuh  it.  Thus  is  was'  meet,  that  when  the 
time  drew  nteh  that  the  glorious  an  if  type  of  the  temple  fhould  ao~ 
pear,  that  the  tv  pica!  temple  fhould  have  its  glory  withdrawn.’ 

Again,  another  thing  that  theyr  laid  by  the  captivity,  was  t(;c 
two  tables  of  the  teiiimqcry  delivered  to  Mofcs,  wfiucn  with  the 
finger  of  God  ;  the  two  tables  on  which  God  whh  bis  own  finger 
wrote  the  ten  commandment  on  Mount  Sira*.  ‘Thcfe  fifem  to  have 

4 

.  been  prefer  ved  in  the  ark  till  the  captivity.  The  ft-  were  in  the  ark 
when  Solomon  placed  the  ark  ;n  the  temple,  b Kings  viii.  9. 
There. was  nothing  in  the  ark,  fave  the  two  tables  of  liqht,  which 
.  Moles  put  there  at  Horeb.  And  we  have  no  r csfon  to  f-.mpofc 
-any  other,  but  that  they  remained  there  as  long  as  that  temple  .Toed. 
Eu.fc  the  Jews  fpeak  of  thefe  as  nr. ally  loft  at  that  time  ;  though  the 
fame  command  meno  were  prefer  ved  in  the  bock  of -the  law.  Fhcfe 
sables  alfo  were  withdrawn  on  the  approach  0  f  the  t?  an  retype. 

Again,  another  thing  that  was  loft  that  the  jews  had  before,  was 
theUnna  and  Thummina.  This  is  evident  by  Ezra,  if.  63.  “And  the 
Tirfhaths  laid  urj.ro  them,  that  they  {bould  not  eit  cf  the  mofl  holy 
things,  till  there  ihould  (land  up  a  pried  withUri^n  and  ThummiaiA 
v;e  have  no  account  that  this  was  ever  rettored  ;  but  the  ancient 
writings  of -the  jews  fay  the  contrary.  What  thi^Unm  and  Thura- 
Iftiuj  was,  1  (hail  not  now  enquire  j  but  oniy  rb^erve,  taat  it  was 
feme  thing  by  which  the  high  pried  enquired  of  God,  and  received 
•  immediate  anihvers  from  him,  or  by  which  God  gave  forth  imme* 
dhtc  oracles  on  particular  qccaftons.  This  was  now  withdrawn, 
the  time,  approaching  when  Chrift,  the  sntetype  pi  me  Urim  sna 
/Ilium mid,  the  great  vrord  and  oracle  of  God,  was  to  come. 

Another  thing  that  tee  ancient  Jews  fay  was  warring  in  the 
Tecond  temple,  was  the  Shecfcsnab,  or  cloud  cf  glory  over  the  met* 
cy- feat.  'This  was  prom i fed  to  be  in  the  tabernacle  :  Levit.  arri.  2. 
«/  J?G*  l  will  appear  in  the  tabernacle  upon  the  mercy-feat.  We 
read  elfcwhcrc  of  thy  cloud  cf  glory  defending  into  the  taberns clcs 
xl,  *5  >  and  To  tve-do lifccyifc  irlib  ufpect  10  Solowrfta 
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temple.  But  we  have  no  account  that  this  cloud  of  glory  wa§  in 
the  fecond  temple.  And  the  ancient  accounts  of  the  Jews  fay,  that 
there  was  no  fuch_thing  in  the  fecond  temple.  This  was  necdlefs 
in  the  fecond  temple,  confidcring  that  God  had  premifed  that  he 
would  fill  this  temple  with  glory  another  way,  viz.  by  Chrift’s 
coming  into  it ;  which  was  afterwards  fulfilled.  See  Haggai,  ii.  7* 
«  I  will  fhake  all  nations,  and  the  defire  of  all  nations  ttiall  come, 
and  I  will  fill  this  houfe  with  glory,  faith  the  Lord  cf  hosts. 

Another  thing,  that  the  Jews  in  their  ancient  writings  mormon 
s§  being  now  withdrawn,  was  the  fire  from  heave*?.  on  the  altar. 
When  Mofcs  built  the  tabernacle  and  altar  in  th^  wildernefs,  and 
*1'^'  firfb  facrifices  were  offered  on  i*,  fire  came  down  from  heaven, 
and  con  fumed  the  burnt*  offering,  as  in  Levis,  is.  2  4,  ;  and  fo 
whenSolomon  built  the  temple,  and  offered  the  firft  facrifice?, 
^  veu  may  fee  in  2  Chron.  vii.  i.  And  this  fire  was  never  to  go 
cur,,  but  with  thegreatefr  care  to  bs kept  alive,  aaGod  commanoed, 
Levit,  vi.  13.  “  The  fire  (ball  ever  bs  burning  upon  the  altar  : 

Tt  fhall  never  go  out/’  And  there  is  no  re&foR  lUppOifi  the  fire 
Ir  Solomon's  time  ever  went  out.  till  the  temple  was  dcflroyed  by 
the  Babylonians.  But  then  it  was  extingui&ed,  and  never  was 
raftered.  We  have  no  account  of  its  being  given  on  the  building 
nf  *he  fecond  temple,  £3  we  have  at  the  building  or  the  tabernacae 
and  hrft  temple.  But  the  Jaws,  after  their  return,  were  forced  to 
make  ufe  of  their  common  fisc  inflead  of  it,  according  to  the 
cient  tradition  of  the  jews.  Thus  the  sights  cf  toe  Old  Teflamcnj; 
go  out  pn  the  approach  of  the  glorious  Sun  of  nghtcoufncfs* 

<0  The  captivity  into  Babylon  was  the  peeshon  of  anotner  thiu^ 
which  did  afterwards  much  promote  the  feting  up  of  Chrift’s  king- 
dom  in  the  world,  and  that  was  the  difperfian  of  the  jews  through 
the  greater  part  «f  the  known  world,  before  the  coming  of  Christy 
For  the  whole  nation  being  carried  away  far  out  of  dicir  own  land, 
and  continuing  in  a  flats  ©f  captivity  for  fo  long  a  time,  they  got 
them  poffelTions,  and  built  them  homes,  and  fettled  themfehres  in 
the  land  of  their  captivity,  agreeable  to  the  dire&ion  that  Jeremiah 
gave  them,  in  the  letter  be  wrote  to  them  in  the  29th  chapter  of 
Jeremiah.  Therefore,  when  Cyrus  gave  them,  liberty  to  return  to. 
the  land  where  they  had  formerly  dwelt,  many  of  them  never  te* 
turned  ;  they  were  not  willing  to  leave  lifer  fetlements  and  pof- 
feffions  there,  to  go  into  a  de  folate  country,  masy  hundred  m’mz& 
dlA ant,  which  none  but  she  old  men  among  them  had  eve?  ken  5 
and  therefore  they  were  but  few,  but  a  fan  all  number,  that  return¬ 
ed,  as  we  fee  in  the  accounts  we  have  in  the  books  of  Ezra  and 
Nehemiah.  Great  numbers  tarried  behind,  though  they  Ail!  re- 
tained  the  fame  religion  with  thofe  thsi  returned,  fo  fat  as  it  could 
U  pradi^fej  i#  afyfegu  Usd*  Thcfe  raeifegas  &at  we  read  cf  m 
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iihc  y  th  chapter  of  Zech3riah,that  came  to  enquire  of  the  pnefb  and 
prophets  in  Jerufalem,  Sherczer  and  Regent melecb,  are  fuppofed 
to  be  meffengers  fe.nt  from  the  Jews  that  remained  full  in  Babylon, 

Thofe  Jews  that  remained  frill  in  that  country  were  foon,  by 
the  great  changes  that  happened  in  the  world,  difpcr.fed,  thence  in¬ 
to  all  the  adjacent  countries.  Hence  we  had,  that  in  Efthcr’s  time, 
which  was  after  the  return  from  the  captivity,  the  Jew's  were  a 
people  that  were  difpsrfcd  throughout  all  psris  of  the  vafi  Peifiau 
empire,  that  extended  from  India  to  Ethiopia  ;  as  you  may  fee, 
Efth.  iii.  8.  “  And  Ha  man  laid  imto  King  Ahafuerus,  There  is  a 
certain  people  fcattered  abroad,  and  difperfed  among  the  people 
in  all  the  provinces  at  thy  kingdom/'  &c«  And  fo  they  continued 
difpeifed  tillCfenft  came,  and  till  the  apoftles  went  forth  to  preach 
the  pofpel.  But  yet  vhefe  difperfed  jews  retained  their  religion  la 
this  difptrfioa.  Their  captivity,  as  l  fa  id  before,  thoroughly  cured 
them  of  their  idolatry  ;  and  it  was  their  manner,  for  as  many  of 
fthem  as  could  from  time  to  time,  to  go  up  to  the  land  of  Judea  to 
jerufalem  at  their  great  fcafts.  Hence  we  read  in  the  zd  chapter 
of  Adis,  that  at  the  time  of  the  great  resit  os  Pentc coll,  there  were 
Jews  abiding  at  Jcrufakm  out  of  every  nation  under  heaven.  Theft 
were  Jews  come  up  from  all  countries  where  they  were  difpesfed, 
to  woAhip  at  that  feafL  Hence  we  End,  in  the  hi  fiery  of  the  A£U 
of  the  Apoftles,  that  wherever  the  Apoftfes  went  preaching  through 
tiic  world,  they  found  Jews.  They  came  to  fuch  a  city,  and  to 
fuch  a  city,  and  went  into  the  fynagogue  of  she  Jews. 

Antiochus  the  Great,  abous  t#o  hundred  years  before  Chrifr,  ca 
a  certain  occafion,  transplanted  two  thouf&nd  families  of  Jews  from 
the  country  about  Babylon  into  Afzs  the  Lefs ;  and  fo  they  and  their 
pofterity,  many  of  them,  fettled  ia  Pontes,  Galatia,  Phrygia, 
Panfphyiia,  and  in  Ephefus  ;  and  from  thence  fettled  in  Athens, 
Corinth,  and  Rome.  Whence  came  thofe  fynagogues  la  tbofs 
places  .that  the  A  poetic  Paul  preached  in. 

Now,  this  difpeifioa  of  the  Jews  through  the  world  beforeChrift 
came,  did  many  ways  prepare  the  way  for  his  coming,  and  fttting 
tip  his  kingdom  in  the  world. 

One  was,  that  this  was  a  means  of  raffing  a  genera!  expectation 

of  she  Melliah  through  the  world  about  the  time  that  he  actual ly 

came.  For  the  jews,  where -ever  they  were  difperfed,  carried  the 

iioly  fcriplurcs  with  them,  and  fo  the  prophecies  of  the  Me/Tiah  ; 

and  being  convcrfsnt  w  ith  the  nations  among  whom  they  lived, 

they,  by  that  means,  became  acquainted  with  uiefe  prophecies,  a^d 

with  the  expectations  of  the  jews  of  their  glorious  Me/ftah  ;  and 

by  this  means,  the  birth  of  fuch  a  glorious  perfoa  in  Judes  about 

that  time  began  to  be  the  general  expectation  of  the  nations  of  the 

rigildj  as  appears  by  the  writings  of  the  teamed  mu  Qt  tbs  Heatbea 
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that  lived  about  that  time,  which  arc  Hill  extant  ;  particularly 
Virgil,  the  famous  poet  that  lived  in  Italy  a  little  before  Chrift 
was  bom,  has  a  poem  about  the  expectation  of  a  great  prince  that 
was  to  be  bern,  and  the  happy  times  of  righteoisfnefs  and  peace 
that  he  was  to  introduce  ;  fomc  of  it  very  much  in  the  language  of 
the  prophet  Ifaiah. 

Another  way  that  this  difperfed  Hate  of  the  Jews  prepared  the 
way  for  Chrift  was,  that  it  thovred  the  ncccfiftty  of  abolishing  the 
Jewish  difpenfation,  and  introducing  a  new  difpenfation  of  the 
covenant  of  grace.  It  Showed  the  neccflity  of  abolishing  the  cere¬ 
monial  law,  and  the  old  Jewish  vrorihip  :  For,  by  this  means,  the 
obfcrvance  of  that  ceremonial  law  became  impra&icablt  even  by 
the  Jews  tkcmfdves  ;  for  the  ceremonial  law  was  adapted  to  the 
ftate  of  a  people  dwelling  together  in  the  fame  land,  where  was  the 
city  that  God  had  chofcn  ;  where  was  the  temple,  the  only  place 
where  they  might  offer  facrifices  ;  and  where  it  was  lawful  for  theif 
priefts  and  JLcvitss  to  officiate,  where  they  we?c  to  bring  their  fir  ft 
fruits,  and  where  they  were  their  cities  of  refuge,  and  the  like. 
But  the  Jews,  by  this  difperfion,  lived,  many  of  them,  in  othejr 
lands,  more  than  a  theufand  miles  diftant,  when  Chrift  came  ; 
which  made  the  observation  of  their  laws  of  facrifices,  and  the  like* 
impracticable.  Though  their  forefathers  might  be  to  blame  in  not 
going  up  to  the  land  cf  Judea  when  they  were  permitted  by  Cyrus, 
yet  the  cafe  was  now,  as  to  many  of  them  at  leaf!,  become  ina- 
pradicabk  ;  which  Viewed  the  neceflity  of  introducing  a  new  dif¬ 
penfation,  that  fbould  be  fitted,  not  only  to  one  particular  land,  but 
to  the  general  circum  fiances  and  ufe  of  all  nations  of  the  world. 

Again,  another  way  that  this  difperfion  of  the  Jews  through  tfee 
world  prepared  the  way  for  the  fetting  up  of  the  kingdom  of  Chrif? 
in  the  world,  was,  that  it  contributed  to  the  making  the  fa£ta  con¬ 
cerning  Jefus  Chrift  publicly  known  thro’  the  world.  For,  ss  1 
obferved  before,  the  Jews  that  lived  in  other  countries,  ufed  fre¬ 
quently  to  go  up  to  Jerufalera  at  their  three  great  feafls,  which 
were  from  year  to  year  ;  and  fo,  by  this  means,  they  could  not  but 
become  acquainted  with  the  news  of  the  wonderful  things  that  Qhrifk 
did  in  that  land,  We  find  that  they  were  prefent  at,  and  took 
great  notice  of,  that  great  miracle  of  raifingLazarus,  which  excited 
the  curiofity  of  thofe  foreign  Jewt  that  come  up  to  the  fesft  of  the 
Failover  to  fe«  Jefus  ;  as  you  may  fee  in  John  xii.  19.  20.  21. 
Thefe  Greeks  were  foreign  Jews  and  profelytes,  as  i*  evident  by 
their  coming  to  worfhip  at  the  feaft  of  the  Paffover,  The  Jews 
that  lived  abroad  among  the  Greeks,  and  fpoke  their  language, 
were  called  Greekt  er  Hclltnifis  :  fo  they  are  called  Grsci*nst  A6ta 
vi.  1,  Thefe  Grecians  herefpoken  of  were  not  GentikGhriflians  $ 
ior  this  was  before  the  calling  of  the  Gentiles. 

By 
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By  the  form?  means,  the  Jews  that  went  up  from  other  countries 
became  acquainted  with  Chrift’s  crucifixion.  Thus  the  difc!p!esP 
going  to  Emmaus,  fay  to  Chrift,  when  they  did  not  know  him, 
Lukc#-  xxiv.  18,  “  Art  thou  only  a  Granger  in  Jcrufaktn,  and 

baft  not  known  the  things  which  have  come  to  pafs  there  in  thefc 
days  ?  plainly  intimating,  that,  the  things  concerning  Jtfus  were 
Co  publicly  known  to  at!  men,  that  it  was  wonderful  to  find  any  man 
•sn s equal q ted  with  them.  And  fo  afterwards  they  became  acquaint- 

#  J  1 

td  with  the  news  of  his  refure&ion  ;  and  when  they  went  home  a- 
gain  into  their  own  countries,  they  carried  the  news  with  them,  and 
#o  made  tfaefe  fads  public  through  the  world,  as  they  had  mads  the 
prophecies  of  them  public  before. 

After  this,  thofe  foreign  Jews  that  came  to  jerufalem,  took  great 
notice  of  the  pouring  out  of  the  Spirit  at  Pentecoft,  and  the  won- 
derful  effects  of  it ;  and  many  of  them  were  converted  by  it,  viz, 
FaitbianSj  Med«,  Elamites,  and  the  dwellers  in  Mefapotamia, 
and  In  Egypt,  and  the  parts  of  Libyta  about  Gyrene,  and  the  Gran¬ 
gers  of  Rome,  Jews  snd  Profelytcs,  Crctes  and  Arabians,  And 
fo  they  did  not  only  carry  back  the  news  of  the  fa£ls  of  Christia¬ 
nity,  butjChrifllanky  itfelf,  into  their  own  countries  with'  them  ; 
which  contributed  much  to  the  fp reading  of  it  through  th*  world. 

Again,  another  way  that  the  difperfion  of  the  Jews  contributed 
to  the  felting  up  of  the  gofpel  kingdom  in  the  world  was,  that  It 
opened  a  door  for  the  inSrodudion  of  the  apofttes  in  all  place* 
where  they  came  to  preach  the  gofpel.  For  altacft  in  all  places 
where  they  came  to  preach  the  gafpd,  they  found  Jews,  and  fy- 
cagogues  of  toe  Jews,  where  the  holy  fcrsplures  were  went  to  be 
read,  and  tbs  true  God  worshipped  ;  which  was  a  great  advantage 
to  the  aporfles  in  their  ipreatffng  the  gofpel  through  the  world. 
JFor  their  way  was,  info  whatever  city  they  came,  fir  A  to  go  into 

fynagogue  of  the  jews,  (they  being  people  of  the  fame  nation), 
§rd  there  to  preach  the  gofpel  unto  them.  And  hereby  their  com¬ 
ing,  and  their  new  deftrine,  was  taken  notice  of  by  their  Gentile 
neighbours,  whofe  curfofity  excited  them  to  hear  what  they  had  to 
fey  ;  which  became  a  fair  occaflon  to  the  apofties  to  preach  the 
gpfpel  to  them.  It  appears  that  it  was  thus,  by  the  account'  we 
Save  of  things  in  the  Adis  of  the  Apoftlas.  Tnefe  Gentiles  hav¬ 
ing  been  before,  many  of  them,  prepared  in  forne  meafurc,  by  the 
jtnowledge  they  had  of  the  Jews  religion,  and  cf  their  worfhip  ci 
pne  God,  and  of  their  prophecies,  and  txpe&ation  of  a  MefFiah  ; 
which  knowledge  they  derived  from  ihe  Jews,  who  had  long  been 
their  neighbours  ;  this  opened  the  door  for  the  gofpel  to  have  sc- 
Cefs  to  them.  And  the  work  of  the  apoftlcs  with  them  was  doubt- 
lefs  much  eaficr  than  if  they  never  had  beard  any  thing  before  of 
any  expedadon  of  fuch  a  perfon  as  th«  apoftlcs  preached,  or  any 
thing  about  the  worfhip  of  one  only  true  God.  So 
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So  many  ways  did  the  EUbylonilb  captivity  greeny  prepare  ttii 
Way  for  Cfarift's  coming. 

II.  The  nest  particular  that  I  would  take  notice  of  is,  the  ad¬ 
dition  made  to  the  cannon  of  fcnpcuic  in  the  time  of  the  c«  ptivi- 
ty,  in  thofe  two  remarkable  ponions  of  feripture,  the  prophecies 
cf  Ezekiel  and  D*nic!.  Chrift  appeared  to  each  of  thefc  prophet* 
in  the  form  of  that  n  <ture  which  he  wai  afterwards  to  take  u^ca 
him.  The  prophet  Ezekiel  gives  an  account  of  his  thu#  appear  jr>g 
to  him  repeatedly .  as  Ez  k.  i.  26.  ‘‘  And  above  the  firmament 

that  was  over  their  heads,  was  the  likenefs  of  a  throne  38  the  ap* 
^sarance  of  a  fapphire-ftonc,  and  upon  the  likenefs  of  the  throne 
was  the  likenefs  as  the  appearance  of  a  man  above  upon  it.”  And 
fochap.  viii,  t  a.  So  Chrifk  appeared  to  the  prophet  Daniel  ; 
Dan.  viii  15.  16.  “  There  flood  before  me  as  the  sppearanc« 

•f  a  man.  Asd  l  heard  a  man’s  voice  between  the  bank?  of  U!air 
which  called,  snd  fa  id,  Gabriel,  m'skc  this  man  to  underhand  the 
vifion,”  There  arc  feverab  things  that  in^ke  it  evident,  that  this 
was  Chrift,  that  [  cannot  now  ft  and  10  mention  particularly.  So 
Chrift  appeared  again  as  a  man  to  this  prophet,  chp.  s.  f.  6« 
Then  l  lift  up  mine  eyes  and  looked,  and  behold,  a  certain  man 
clothed  in  linen,  whofe  loins  were  girded  with  tine  gold  o*  Uphszr 
hia  bo^y  alfo  was  like  the  beryl,  and  his  f^ce  as  the  appearance  o£ 
lightning,  and  his  eyes  as  lamps  of  flic,  and  ibis  arms  and  his  feeC 
likein  colour  to  policed  bra  fa,  and  the  voice  of  his  words  like  the 
Voice  of  a  multitude.”  Comparing  this  vilion  with  that  of  the 
Apoftiejohn  in  the  iff  chapter  of  Revelation,  makes  it  manifeft  thal 
It  was  Chrift.  And  the  prophet  Daniel,  In  the  hiftorical  part  of 
his  book,  g’vei  an  account  of  a  very  remarkable  appearance  o£ 
Chrift  in  Nebuchadnezzar**  furnace,  with  Shadrsch,  Melhacfo,  aal 
Abednego.  We  have  the  account  of  it  In  the  chapter.  Jo  the 
a  5th  verfe,  Chrift  is  faid  to  be  like  the  Son  ol  Go  i  5  and  it  2$  ma« 
Eifcft  that  he  appeared  in  the  form  of  man  :  V*  Lo,  I  fee  four  s»fft 
loofe,— and  the  form  of  the  fourth  19  like  the  Son  of  God /* 

Chrift  did  not  only  here  appear  in  the  form  of  the  human  nature* 
but  he  appeared  in  a  furnace,  faving  thofe  perfons  who  believed 
®n  him  from  that  furnace  ;  by  which  is  represented  to  in,  bo*0 
Chrift,  bv  coming  himfelf  into  the  furnace  of  God’s  wrath,  favec 
thofe  that  believe  in  him  fronn  that  furnace, fo  that  he  has  no  powee 
©n  the  n  ;  and  the  wrath  of  God  never  reaches  or  touches  them* 
fo  much  as  to  finge  the  hair  of  their  head*.  M 

Thefe  two  prophets,  in  many  rcfpe£fo,were  more  particular  cca* 
cerning  the  coming  of  Chrift,  and  hia  glorious  gofpel- kingdom* 
than  any  of  the  prophets  had  been  before.  They  both  of  them 
mention  thofe  three  great  overturning* of  the  world  that  fhould  txs 

before  he  came,  Ess  kid  is  particular  in  fcmal  place*  concern* 
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ing  the  costing  of  ChrifU  The  prophet  Daniel  is  mote  particular 
in  foretclli og  the  time  of  the  coming  of  Cbrift  than  ever  any  pro¬ 
phet  bad  been  before.,  in  the  91b  chap,  of  his  prophecy  1  who  fore¬ 
told,  that  it  (bould  be  feventy  weeks,  i .  $,  feventy  weeks  of  years* 
©r  feventy  times  feven  years,  or  four  hundred  and  nine!)  years* 
from  the  decree  to  rebuild  and  re&ore  the  (late  of  the  Jews,  till  the 
Mc]7iah  fhoulti  be  crucified  ;  which  rauft  be  reckoned  from  the  com* 
million  given  to  Ezra  by  Anaxcrxes  that  we  have  an  account  of  ia 
the  7th  chip  of  Ezra  ;  whereby  the  very  particular  time  ofChrift’s 
Crucifixion  was  pointed  out,  which  never  had  been  before* 

The  p  ophctEzekicl  is  very  particular  in  the  myftical  deferiptioa 
of  the  gofpcl  church,  in  hit  2$count  of  hi*  vifion  of  the  temple 
and  city,  in  the  latter  part  of  his  prophecy.  The  prophet 
Daniel  points  out  the  order  of  particular  events  that  Ibould  come  to 
pdfs  relating  to  the  Chriftian  church  after  Chrift  was  come,  as  the 
rife  of  Antichrirt,  and  the  continuance  of  his  reign,  and  his  fall* 
and  the  glory  that  fhould  follow. 

Thus  does  gofpcl- light  ftiil  increaf*,  the  nearer  we  come  to  the 
aime  of  Chrift’s  birth, 

111  The  next  particular  I  would  mention  is,  the  deftruftion  of 
Babylon,  and  the  overthrow  of  the  Chaldean  empire  by -Cyrus. 


The  definition  of  Bibyion  was  in  that  night  in  which  Be-ftuzzar 
the  king,  and  the  city  in  general,  was  drowned  ia  a  drtmkta 
feftival,  which  they  kept  to  their  gods,  when  Daniel  was  called  to 
read  the  hand-writing  on  the  mV,  Dan.  v.  30.  and  it  was  brought 
about  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  wonderfully  to  finow  the  hand  of  God* 
and  remarkably  to  fu'fil  his  word  by  his  prophets,  which  I  cannot 
flow  (land  pirtieularly  to  relate.  Now  that  great  city,  whiefe 
had  long  been  an  enemy  to  the  eity  of  God,  his  Jerufak®,  was 
deftroyed.  after  it  had  flood  ever  fince  the  firft  building  of  Babe!, 
which  was  about  Seventeen  hundred  years.  If  the  check  that  waa 
put  to  the  building  this  city  at  its  beginning,  whereby  they  wer« 
prevented  from  carrying  of  it  to  that  extent  and  magnificence  tb*| 
they  intended  ;  I  fay,  if  this  promoted  the  work  of  redemption,  as 
I  have  before  Grown  it  did,  much  more  did  this  deftruftio n  of  it. 

It  was  a  remarkable  inftsmee  of  God's  vengeance  on  the  enemies 
of  his  redeemed  church  ;  forGod  brought  this  deftruflion  onB.bylo* 
for  the  injuries  they  did  to  God’s  children,  as  is  often  fet  forth  is* 
the  prophets.  It  alfo  promoted  ibe  work  of  redemption,  as  thereby 
G  >d*s  people,  that  were  held  captive  by  them,  were  fet  at  libeity 
,0  return  to  their  own  land  to  rebuild  .Jerufale*  i  »nd  «her«^c 
Cyrui,  who  did  it,  »  called  Gpd’t  Ihepherd  therein.  If.  sli*.  litter 
end  ;  and  ale.  I.  And  the'e  are  over  and  above  thofe  w*7**^* 
the  felting  up  and  overthrowing  the  four  monarchic,  of  ‘b«  wor« 
promote  the  work  of  redemption,  which  have  bee^before  obftroj. 
iV.  Wist  neat  followed  tbi.  wai,  the  return  of  lb* Jem 
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$wn  land,  and  rebuilding  Jerufalecs  and  the  temple.  Cyrus,  as  fooa 
at  he  had  deftroyed  the  ti*by  Ion  tilt  empire,  and  had  erected  the 
Pcifian  empire  on  lti  mini,  made  a  decree  in  favour  of  the  Jews* 
that  they  might  return  to  tneir  own  land,  and  rebuild  then  city 
and  temple.  This  return  of  the  Jews  out  of  the  Babyloniffa  cap¬ 
tivity  is,  next  to  the  redemption  out  of  tgypr  the  moft  remarkable 
*f  all  the  Old  Testament  redemptions,  and  moh  in  lifted  on  im 
icripture,  as  a  type  of  the  great  redemption  ot  Jcfus  Chrift.  It 
was  under  the  hand  of  one  of  the  legal  anceftors  of  Chrift,  viz, 
Zerubbabel,  the  fon  cf.&fceaUiet,  whofe  Babylonia  name  was 
Shefhbazxar.  He  was  the  governor  of  the  Jews,  and  their  leader  in 
their  firft  return  out  of  captivity  ;  a.id,  together  with  Joftma  the 
fen  of  Jofcdck  the  high  pricit,  had  the  chief  hand  in  rebuilding  the 
temple.  This  redemption  wasbro’r  about  by  the  hand  of  Zcrubbabc! 
and  Joffcua  the  prieft,  as  the  redemption  cut  of  Egypt  was  brought 
about  by  the  hand  of  Mofcs  and  Aaron. 

Trie  return  out  of  captivity  was  a  remarkable  difpenfation  of 
?rovidcncc.  it  was  remarkable,  that  the  heart  of  a  Heathen  prince, 
as  Cyrus  was,  ihould  be  fo  inclined  to  favour  fuch  a  dcfrgn  as  he 
did,  not  only  in  giving  the  people  liberty  to  return,  and  rebuild 
the  city  and  temple,  but  in  giving  charge  that  they  fhould  be  helped 
with  fhver  and  gold,  and  with  goods,  and  with  bc»ftt,  as  we  read  in, 
Ezra,  i.  4.  And  afterwards  Gcd  wonderfully  inclined  the  heart  of 
Darius  to  further  the  building  of  the  houfe  ofGod  with  his  own  tribute 
money,  and  by  commanding  their  bitter  enemies, the  Samaritans, who 
fcai  been  ftrving  to  hinder  thcta.tohdp  them  without  fail, by 
^  g  them  with  &H  that  they  needed  in  order  to  it,  and  to  fupply  them 
4iy  by  day  ;  making  a  decree,  that  whofoever  failed  of  it,  timber 
fiiould  be  pulled  down  out  of  his  houfe,  and  he  hanged  thereon,  and 
fc  s houfe  made  a  dunghill;  as  wchave  an  account  in  the  6  ^  chapter 
©f  Ezra,  And  after  this  God  inclined  the  heart  of  Art.aserxes, 
a  other  king  of  Peifn,  to  promote  the  work  of  reftorirg  the  ft  ate 
cf  tne  Jews,  by  his  ample  commi&on  to  Eg  a,  which  we  have  an 
account  of  in  the  7  b  chapter  of  Ezra  ;  helping  them  -abundantly 
with  fiver  and  gold  of  his  own  bounty  ,and  offering  more,  as  fbedld 

be  needful,  out  of  the  King*,  treafure  houfe,  and  commandJrc  hit 
fireaiureis  beyond  the  river  Euphrates  to  give  more,  ak  ftuufd  be 
aeeded,  unto  an  hundred  tale:  is  o(  fdver,  and  an  hundred  metres 
Of  wheat,  an  hundred  baths  of  wine,  and  an  honored  bath;  of  oil 
w^outprefcrihinghowmucb^  and  giv.^  leave  to  cfl 
Oabbux  mag;  Crates  in  the  land;  and  freeing  the  p  ref!,  ,f  toi! 
tribute,  and 1  cufto®,  and  other  thing-,  which  render  this  dec-ee 
and  commi/hon  by  AtUxerxcs  the  tnoft  full  and  ample  in  the  jews 
fevonr  of  any  that,  at  any  time,  had  been  given  for  the  reflorir* 
of  Jerufalcm  ;  And  therefore,  in  Daniel'*  prophecy,  this  i,  C^J Z 

Z%r“  ,  teft°Jg  lnd  Wd«ioS>  Jctuhlcm  ;  acd  hence  £ 

treaty  week*  are  dased,  , ,  2 
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Ahst  th*%  another  favourable  com  mi  (lion  was  granted  by  tw© 
K  ag  of  Perfi  a  to  Nehemiah,  which  we  have  an  account  of  in  tht 
'U  iond  chapter  of  Nvhemiab. 

It  was  remaik«ibles  that  the  beam  of  Heathen  prince#  fbculd  be 
fb  inclined*  It  was  the  effect  of  kit  power,  who  hath  the  hearts  o t 
kings  in  his  hands,  and  turnetb  them  whitherfoever  he  will  ;  and 
it  was  a  remarkable  tnftancc  of  his  favour  to  hit  peopl?, 

V  Y 

Another  re  mar  k.-ble  chcuaaftance  of  this  refutation  of  the  fate  of 
,  the  Jews  to  their  Qwaland  was  that  it  was  sccompbfhed  egainfi  fo 
much  o.rp  fit  ion  of  their  bitter  indefatigable  enemies  the  Samaritan#, 
who,  for  a  long  t  ne  together,  with  all  the  malice  and  craft  they 
coui  exercifc,  oppofsd  the  Jews. in  this  affair,  and  fought  theif 
dcfiru&ion  ;  one  while  by  fchfhlam,  Mithrtdafb,  Tibcel,  Rihura* 
.and  Shimihii,  as  in  Ezra  iv.  and  then  by  Tstnas,  Shethat boznai, 
in d  theii  companions,  as  in  chap,  v  and  aftgjrwafds  by  $aabaii$t 
and  Fabiah,  a*  ws  read  io  the  book  of  Neheankho 

We  hate*  (hewed  before  how  the  fetikment  of  the  people  in  this 
land-?n  Jofhua’s  time  promoted  the  work  oi  redemp  Ion.  On  the 
fa  me 'account  doe>  t  e?r  refittuuon.  felong  So  the  fame  work.  The 
trefettlcm  •  it  of  h'  Jews  in  the  land  of  Canaan  belongs  to  this  work* 
m  it  was  a  neccitsry  na^ans  of  prefeiving  tke  jewlfh  church  and 
difpenkfcion  in  being,  till  Chrifi  (kould  come.  If  it  had  not  been 
for  this  refloration  of  the  J.'-.wijfc  church,  and  temple,  and  worfhip, 
she  people  h  i:!  rc m  lined  without  any  temple, and  land  of  their  own, 
ghat  would  Bess  it  were  their  head -quarters,  a  place  of  worfhip, 
habitation,,  and  refort ;  the  whale  conftitut?o&»  which  God  had 
done  fo  much  to  eftabliffc,  would  have  been  in  danger  of  utterly  fail* 
Inga  tong  before  that  fix  hundred  years  had  been  out,  which'  was 
From  about  the  time  of  the  captivity  till  Chrifi.  And  fo.  all  that 
preparation  which.  God  had  been  making  for  the  coming  of  Chrifi, 
From  the  time  of  Ab  ahaes,  would  have  been  in  vain.  Now  that 
very  temple  was  built  that  God  would  fill  w  ith  glory  by  Chrifi *• 
eoming-  into  it,  as  the  Prophet!  Haggai  and  Ztch&siah  told  the 
Jews  to  encourage-,  them  in  building  it. 

V.  The  next  panicullr  1  would  observe,  I§  the  addition  ms(Je 
to  the  canon  o i  the  feriptmes  icon  after  the  captivity  by  the  Pro* 
g>hets  Haggsi  and  Zechariah,  who  were  prophets  fens  to  encourage 
Cht  people  in  their  work  of  rebuilding  the  city  and  temple  ;  and 
fibe  main  argument  they  made  Life  ot  to  that  end,!#  she  approach  of 

the  una«  of  the  com  log  of  Chrifi.  Haggai  foretold  that  Chrifi  tbould 
&>e  of  Z^rubbabcFs  legal  pofterity,  hut  chap,  laft  verfe.  This  ft  cot* 
fio  be  the  Ufi  and  moil  particular  rcvetattoQ  of  hs  defeent  of  Chrift, 
joU  the  angel.(jrHbr.iel  was  fens  toreveff  it  to  hi#  mother  Mary. 

VI,  The  neat  thing  l  would  take  r.ot-ce  o*f  was  the  pouring 

«<u  vi  tbs  Spirit  oi  God  »Ut  tbs  »tai ftry  of  £*r*  fee 
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pleft  after  the  cipttvity.  That  theri  was  fusb  a  pouring  out  of 
thd  Spirit  of  God  that  accompanied  Ezra's  tniniftry,  is  msnifeil 
by  many  tning*  in  the  book*  of  Ezra  and  Nehemi&h.  Piefently 
after  Eg  a  came  up  iromBabylonfWhh  the  ample  com  mi  (lion  which 
Artazerse*  gave  him,  whence  Daniel’s  feventy  weeks  began,  he 
fet  hiaifelf  to  reform  the  vices  and  corruptions  he  found  among 
the  Jews  •  and  his  great  fucczfs  fa  it  we  have  an  account  of  in  the 
loth  chapter  of  Es  a  5  fo  that  there  appeared  a  very  general  and 
great  mourning  of  the  congregation  ot  [frad  for  their  fms,  which 
was  accompanied  with  a  1  oleum  covenant  that  the  people  enteLed 
into  with  God  ;  arid  chit  was  followed  with  a  great  and  general 
reformation,  as  we  have  there  an  account.  The  people  akdut  the 
fame  time,  wish  great  zeal,  and  eiftncftnef*,an'd  teverence,  gather¬ 
ed  themfelvcs  together  to  hear  the  word  of  God  real  by  Ezra  ;  and 
gave  diligent  attention,  while  Ezra  and  the  oika  pdefis  pleached 
to  them,  by  reading  aad  expounding  the  law,  and  were  greatly  a£* 
fc<£lci  ia  the  hearing  of  it.  They  wept  wrd5.11  they  heard  the  words 
of  ihe  law,  and  fee  themfclvcs  to  obferve  the  law,  and  kept  the 
feaft  of  tabernacles,  as  the  feripture  obferves,  after  fucb  a  manner 
as  it  had  nos  been  kept  fines  the  days  of  Joihua  the  fort  of  Nun  ;  as 
we  have  account  in  the  8 vh  chapter  o;  Nchecdiah  :  after  this,  hav* 
lag  feparated  them  (elves  from  all  Grangers,  they  folemqiy  obferv* 
ei  a  faft,  by  hearing  the  word  of  God,  confefling  their  fms,  and 
renewing  their  covenant  with  God  5  and  m  ini -eft ed  their  fincerity 
in  that  tranfa&ion,  by  aflu ally  reforming  many  afeufes  in  religion 
snd  morals  ;  as  we  kara  Uom  the  9th  and  following  chapters  of 
Hehemiah. 

It  is  obfsrvabte,  that  it  has  been  God’s  manner  ia  every  remaz^ 
kabte  new  c/tabHfhmeat  at  the  flat®  of  his  vifible  church,  to  give  a 
remarkable  outpouring  of  feis  fpirit,  So  it  was  on  the  firft.efiab- 
lilbrneat  of  the  church  of  the  Jews  at  their  firft  coming  into  Ca« 
naan  under  joffaua,  as  has  been  obfetved  5  and  fo  it  was  now  in 
ttei  kconi  fettlcment  of  the  church  in  the  fame  land  h  the  time  of 
Ezra  ;  and  fo  it  was  on  the  firft  eflabHfhmcnt  of  the  ChrtiViaa 
church  after  Chrift  s  refurgeeftion  ;  God  wife  y  sod  gracioufly  lay- 
ing  the  foundation  of  thofe  eftabiifhoBents  in  a  work  of  bi§  holy 
Spirit,  for  the  lafting  benefit  of  the  ftate  of  his  church,  thencefor¬ 
ward  continued  in  thofc  eftabliftiaaenti.  This  pouring  out  of  the 
Spirit  of  God,  was  a  final  cure  of  that  nation  of  that  particular  fia 
which  juft  before  they  especially  run  into,  viz.  intermarrying  with 
the  Gentiles ;  for  however  inclined  to  it  they  were  before,  they  c- 
ver  after  (hewed  an  averfion  to  if. 

Vll.  Ezra  added  to  the  C2nnon  of  the  fciiptures.  He  wrote  the 
book  or  Ezra  ;  and  he  is  fuppofed  to  have  writien  the  book  of 

Chronicler,  Isaft  of  compiling  them,  if  he  w&$  not  the  author  of 
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thc  raatedali,  or  all  the  part*  of  thefe  writings.  That  the*  book* 
were  written,  or  compiled  and  completed,  after  the  captivity,  the 
the  things  contained  inMhie  books  ihemfelvsj  ra«ke  aiini  eft  j  to * 
She  geuealogi^c  contained  therein,  are  brought  down  below  ih$ 
Captivity  i  ag  n.  C-hron,  iii»  17*  w c .  We  have  there  an  account  of 
She  polity  of  Jchoiachla  for  fevcral  fueccfiive  generations  And  ' 
.there  is  f&entloa  ia  thefe  bmtn  of  thii  captivity  into  Babylon* 
ki  of  a  thing  paft,  md  of  thing#  that  were  done  on  the  return  of 
£hc  Jaws  after  she  captivity  ;  as  you  may  fee  in  the  9th  chapter  of 
S  Chroa.  The  chapter  h  mofrly  filled  up  with  an  account  of 
' BlSifhgrthaf  dame  to  pafs  after  the  captivity  into  Babylon*  at  yo« 
may  fee  bv  comparing  it  with  what  is  fcid  In  the  books  of  Ezra 
N'j rcmtfth.  Thai  Ezra  was  the  pet  fats  that  compiled  thefe 
4>doks,  is  probable  by  t bis,  becaufe  they  conclude  with  words  that 
we  know  are  she  words  of  Ezra's  hiftory .  The  two  Uft  verfet  are 

®zrf*  ww<fo  b  she  hiftory  he  gives  in  the  the  two  firft  verfes  of  the 
book  cf  E«  -  a. 

VIH,  Ezra  is  fuppofed  to  have  colk&ed  all  the  books  of  which 
Ibe  holy  fcripturcs  did  then  confift,  and  difpofed  them  in  their  pro- 
per  order,  Ezra  is  of&cn  fpoken  of  as  a  noted  and  eminent  fciibe 
©ftbe  hw  ofvjrod,  and  the  canon  of  feripture  ia  his  time  was  ma- 
hifeftly  under  hi#  fpcci&I  care  $  and  the  Jews, from  the  firft  accounts 
we  have  from  theta,  have  always  held,  that  the  canon  of  feripture* 
fo  much  of  it  a*  was  then  extant,  was  collated*  and  orderly  dif- 
pofed  aad  fettled  by  Ezra  ;  and  that  from  hits  they  have  delivered 
it  down  in  the  order  in  which  he  difpofed  k,  tilt  ChrifTs  time; 
when  the  Chriftian  church  received  it  from  them,  and  have  deli¬ 
vered  it  down  to  our  times.  The  truth  of  this  is  allowed  as  uo* 
(Jouhted  by  divides  in  general, 

IX.  The  work  of  redemption  was  carried  on  and  promoted  ip 
Sills  period,  by  greatly  multiplying  the  copies  of  the  law,  and  ap¬ 
pointing  the  consent  public  reading  of  them  is  all  the  cities  of 
lirael  in  their  fynagogucs,  it  is  evident*  that  before  the  captivi¬ 
ty,  fcbere  were  but  few  copies  of  the  law.  There  was  the  original* 
laid  up  befide  the  ark  ;  and  the  kings  were  required  to  write  ogf 
a  copy  of  the  Saw  for  their  ufe*  and  the  law  was  required  to  be 
?ead  to  the  whole  congregation  of  Ifracl  once  every  feventh  year„ 
We  have  no  account  of  any  other  Hated  public  reading  of  the  law 
before  the  captivity  but  this,'  And  it  is  manifeft  by  feveral  things 
shat  might  be  mentioned,  that  copies  of  the  law  were  exceeding 
rare  before  the  captivity.  But  after  the  captivity,  the  conftaijt 
reading  of  the  law  was  fet  up  in  every  fynagogue  throughout  the 
land,  Firft,  they  began  with  reading  the  law,  and  then  they 
proceeded  toeftjblrfb  the  conftant  reading  of  the  other  bocks  of  the 
Oid  Tcftamefit, ,  JLdlbcMeere  read  q&  cf  the  Old  Tcftamcnt,  se 
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tatit  up  of  both  the  law  and  the  other  parts' of  the  ferlpture  th£w 
extant,  in  ai!  the  fynagoguci*  which  were  fet  up  in  every  city,  1Q<1 
every  whe  e,  wheic  ever  the  Jew*  in  any  confiicrable  number  dwelt, 
at  our  meeting  houfes  are.  Thu#  we  *nd  it  was  in  Chrift’s  and 
the  apoftle#  time,  Atf  i  xv.  * i.  “  Mofe*  of  old  time  hath  m  eve* 
ij  city  them  that  preach  him,  being  read  in  the  fsnagrgue*  every 
fabbath  day.**  Thii  cuftora  ii  univerfalJy  fuppofed,  both  by  Jews 
and  Christian*,  lobe  begun  by  fczr*.  There  were  doubt  e  «  pu  • 
lie  *fcmblic»  before  the  captivity  into  Babylon.  They  ufed  to  af* 
femble  at  the  temple  at  their  great  feafts,  and  were  discard,  when 
they  were  at  alofs  about  any  thing  in  the  law,  to  go  to  the 
for  inftru&ion  ;  and  they  ufed  alfo  to  refort  to  the  prophet i 
houfei  :  and  we  read  of  fynagogu  *  in  the  land  before,  Pbl  )xxit« 
t  But  it  is  not  fuppofed  that  they  hid  copies  of  the  law  for  tad* 
dant  public  reading  and  expounding  through  the  land  before,  as 
afterward#.  This  vra»  one  gr^at  mean#  of  their  being  preferved 
from  idolatry. 

X  TKe  next  thing  I  would  mention,  i#  God  #  remarkably 
preferving  the  church  and  nation  of  the  Jew#,  when  they  were  in 
imminent  danger  of  being  univerfaily  deftroyed  by  Haman,  We 
have  the  ftory  in  the  book  of  Either,  with  which  you  are  acquaint* 
cd  This  ferics  of  providence,  wa#  very  wonderful  in  preventing 
this  deft ru&ion.  Efthcr  wa*  doubtkfs  bom  for  tbit end  lobe  the 
ieftrumem  of  thi#  remarkable  prefervatton. 

XI.  Afrer  this  the  canon  of  feripture  wa#  further  added  lot® 
the  books  of  Nebemiah  and  Efther  ;  the  one  by  Nchemiah  himfeSf  j 
and  when  the  other#  was  written  by  Nehemiab,  or  Mordceai,  of 
MJachi,  is  not  of  importance  for  u#  to  know,  fo  long  a#  it  i§  ca® 
•fthofe  books  that  were  slw-ys  admitted  and  received  at  a  part 
mf  their  canon  by  the  Jew#,  and  was  among  thofc  book#  that  the 
Jews  called  their  fc*  iptures  in  Chrift'#  time,  and  asfueh  wai  ap« 
proved  by  him  :  For  Chrift  doe#  often  in  hi#  fpctcht#  to  thejewg 
tnan^eftly  approve  and  eonftrm  tfaofe  book#,  which  amongit  thena 
went  by  the  name  of  th tfsripturu,  as  might  eafiiy  be  (how %  i| 
there  were  time  for  it. 

XII.  Aftcr  this  the  canon  of  the  Old  Teftament  was  compleag* 
<td  an  J  feafed  by  M  dachi.  The  manner  of  his  concluding  hi#  pro¬ 
phecy  fee  ms  to  imply, that  they  were  to  expeft  no  more  prophecies, 
and  no  more  written  revelation#  from  God,  till  Chrift  fhould  come. 
For  io  the  laft  chapter  he  prophecies  of  Chr ill's  coming  ;  ver,  f 

4‘  B  it  unto  you  that  fear  my  name,  (halt  the  Sun  of  righteoufuefa 
srife  with  healing  in  hi#  wings ;  and  ye  (hall  go  forth  and  grow 
upas  calve#  of  the  flail.  And  yt  (hall  tread  down  the  wicked ■  j 
for  tbry  &*!!  be  as  afttes  under  the  foie#  of  your  feet,  in  the  day 
&al  I  (kail  da  this*  faith  the  Lord  of  toftv*  Then  we  read  in  vie* 
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4*  **  Remember  ye  the  law  ofMofes  my  fervant,  which  I  cofsi® 
mandcd  unto  him  in  Horeb  for  ail  Ifracl,  with  the  ftatutes  and 
judgements/'  i.  c.  Remember  and  improve  what  ye  have  ;  keep 
ctoft  to  that  written  rule  you  have,  av  expeft-'ng  no  more  additi- 
-  on*  to  it,  till  the  night  of  the  Old  fefUment  is  over,  and  the  Sua 

•  of  righjccufnds  Ssall  at  length  arife. 

Xlii.  Soon  after  this,  the  fpirit  of  prophecy  cesfed  among  that 
.  people  till  the  time  of  the  New  Tcft^menr.  Thus  the  Old  Tefra- 
..meat  light,  the  (la**  of  the  long  night,  began  apace  to  hide  their 
heads,  the  time  of  the  Sun  of  rightcoufncfs  now  drawing  nigh. 
We  before  obferved,  how  the  Kings  of  the  houfc  of  David  coifed 
before  the  true  King  and  head  of  the  church  came  ;  and  how  the 
cloud  of  glory  .withdrew,  before  Chrift,  the  brightnefs  of  the  Fa¬ 
ther's  gfory,  appeared  ;  and  fo  as  to  feveral  other  things.  And 

•  now  at  haft  the  fpirit  of  prophecy  era  fed.  The  time  of  the  g^eat 
Prophet  of  God  was  now  fo  nigh,  it  was  time  for  their  typical  pro¬ 
phets  to  be  iilent,  and  Hu it  their  moiuhs. 

W r  have  now  gone  through  with  the  dmetb^t  w®  have  any  hl- 
f^orical  account  of  in  the  writing*  of  the  Old  Teftament,  and  the 
laft  thing  that  was  mentioned,  by  which  the  wo*  k  of  redemption 
'  vrat  promoted,  was  the  ceaftng  of  the  fpirit  of  prophecy, 

i  now  p  ocecd  to  tho  v  ho  v  the  work  of  redemption  was  carried 
©ft  through  she  remaining  time  that  were  before  Chri#  .  in  which 
-  we  have  not  that  thread  of  fenpture  hiflory  to  guide  us  that  we  hav® 
had  hiiherto  ;  but  Have  thefe  three  things  to  guide  us,  v;z  the  prophe¬ 
cies  of  the  Old  left  ament,  human  hiftoriei  of  thofe  times,  snd  fome 
occafional  mention  made,  and  feme  evidence  given,  of  fome  things 
which  happend  in  thofe  times,  in  the  New  Te  lament.  Thciefor®, 
XIV,  The  next  particular  that  l  fhd!  mention  osder  ihi* per iod* 
It  the  dcftru&ion  of  the  Petf  an  empire,  and  fitting  up  of  the  Gre¬ 
cian  empire  by  Alexander.  Tnia  came  to  paf3  about  forty  or  fe- 
venty  years  after  the  times  wherein  the  prophet  Malachi  is  ftippofed 
to  have  prophtfied,  and  about  three  hundred  and  thirty  years  before 
-Chrifh  This  was  the  third  overturn  ing  of  the  world  that  came  t® 
paf*  in  this  period,  and  was  greater  and  more  remarkable  thaa 
either  of  the  foregoing.  It  was  very  remarkable  on  account  of  the 
fuddennefs  of  that  conqueft  of  the  world  which  Alexander  made* 
and  the  greatnefs  of  the  empire  whioh  he  fet  up,  which  much  ex¬ 
ceeded  all  the  foregoing  in  its  extent. 

This  event  is  much  fpoken  of  in  the  prophecies  of  Dante!.  Thia 
empire  is  represented  by  the  third  kingdom  of  brafs  in  Daniel'® 
interpretation  of  Nebuchadnezzar's  dream,  as  in  Daa.  ii.  ;  and  ia 
Daniel's  vifioo  of  the  four  beafts,  is  reprefented  by  the  third  beaft 
^hat  was  like  a  leopard,  that  had  on  his  back  four  wings  of  a  fowl* 

&  rcprdeat  the  fwiftacfi  of  its  conqueft,  chap,  vii. ;  and  is  more 
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paftiemarlyreprelented  by  the  he  goot  in  tn*-  S  h  chapter,, that  came 
from  the  wtft  on  the  face  of  the  whole  canh,  and  touched  not  the 
ground,  to  reprefent  how  fwiftly  Alexander  over-ra^  me  world* 

The  angel  bimfelf  docs  erprefsly  interpret  this  h£-go»t  to  fignity  she 
king  of  Precis,  ver.  2  1.  The  rough  gost  is  the  king  of  Grecia  ; 
and  the  great  horn  that  is  between  his  eyes  ii  the  fir  it  king,  i.  e. 
Alexander  himfdf. 

After  Alexander  had  conquered  the  world,  he  foon  died;  and 
bis  dominion  did  not  defeend  to  his  polferity,  but  four  of  his 
principal  captains  divided  his  empire  between  them,  as  it  there  foW 
lows.  Now  that  being  broken,  whereas  four  flood  up  for  it,  four 
kingdoms  ftnll  (land  up  cut  of  the  nation,  but  not  in  hii  power  ; 
fo  you  may  fee  in  the  1 1  h  chap,  of  Daniel.  Th<*  angel, 
foretelling  of  the  Pcffun  empire,  then  proceeds  to  foretel  of  A!«x-  * 

ander,  ver,  3.  **  And  a  mighty  king  Ibal*  (land  up,  tnat  fhad  rule 
with  great  dominion,  and  do  according  to  his  will.  And  then  ha 
forettls,  in  the  4th  verfe,  of  the  dividing  of  his  kingdom  between 
his  feu*  captains  :  **  And  when  he  (hall  A  and  up,  his  kingdom 
&n»i  be  broken,  and  be  divided  toward  the  four  winds  of  hea- 
vea  ;  and  no*  to  hi#  poftertty,  nor  according  to  his  dominion  which 
he  ruled  :  fdr  .his  kingdom  ft  il  be.  p  eked  up,  even  for  others  be- 
tides  thofe.'*  Two  of  thefe  four  captains,  whofe  kingdoms  were 
next  to  judea,  the  one  had  Egypt  and  the  fit ’ghbouring  countries 
©n  the  fouth  ot  Judea,  and  the  other  had  Syria  and  the  neighbour¬ 
ing  countries  north  of  Judea  ;  and  thefe  two  are  tbofe  that  ar6 
c.  Ilr"  the  kings  of  the  north  and, of  the  feuth  in  the  11th  chapter  ol 
Daniel. 

Now  this  fetting  up  of  the  Grecian  empire  did  greatly  prepare 
the, way  for  the  coming, of  Chrift  and  ./citing  up  his  kingdom  ia  th* 
world,  Bcfidet  thefe  ways  common  to  the  o*her  overturnings 
the  world  in  this  period,  that  have  been  already  mentioned,  there  is 
erne  peculiar  to  this  revolution  which  1  would  take  notice  of,  whi^fa 
did  remarkably  promote  the  work  of  redemption  ;  and  that  was* 
that  it  made  the  Greek  language  common  in  the  world.  To  have 
•ne  common  language  underftood  and  ufed  through  the  greater  / 
part  of  the  world,  was  a  thing  that  did  greatly  prepare  the  wsy  fds 
the  fetting  up  of  Chrift’s  kingdom.  This  gave  advantage  for  fpread- 
ing  the  gofpcl  bom  one  nation  to  another,  and  fo  through  all.  na^ 
tions,  with  vaftly  greater  eafs,  than  if  every  nation  had  a  diftin£t 
language,  and  did  not  underftand  each  other.  For  though  foms 
of  the  firft  preachers  of  the  gofpcl  had  the  gift  of  languages,  fo  that: 
they  could  preach  in  any  language  ;  yet  all  had  not  this  particular 
gift  ;  and  rVu  y  that  had,  could  not  cxccrcife  it  when  they  would, 
but  only  at  fpecial  fnfons,  when  the  fpirit  of  God  was  pleafed  to 

ipfpire  them  ia  this  way*  The  church*  in  different  parti  of  th© 

p  '  wotUy  ;  -  * 
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worlcf,  as  the  cfiurches  of  Jerufalcm,  AntiQch,GaIatia,Corinth,  and 
others,  which  were  in  countries  diftant  one  from  another,  €t?uld  not 
have  had  that  communication  one  with  another,  which  we  have,  a  a 
account  of  in  the  book  of  ASft,  if  they  had  had  no  common  lan- 
guage.  So  it  was  before  the  Grecian  empire  was  fet  up.  But  af¬ 
ter  this,  many  in  all  thofe  countriei  well  undeiftood  the  fame  lan¬ 
guage,  vi*  the  Greek  language  ;  which  wonderfully  opened  the 
door  for  mutual  communication  between  thofe  churches,  fo  far 
fep crated  one  from  another.  Again,  the  making  the  Greek  Ian* 
gu^ge  common  through  fo  great  a  part  of  the  world,  did  wonder¬ 
fully  make  way  for  the  fettirg  upof  the  kingdom  ©f  Chrift,b*caufc 
it  was  the  language  in  which  the  New  Teftament  was  to  be  origin 
fc  *ily  written.  Tae  apoftles  propagated  the  gofpel  through  many 
fco^es  of  nations ;  and  if  they  could  not  have  underftood  the  Bible 
any  otherwife  than  as  it  was  tranflated  into  fo  many  languages,  it 
would  have  rendered  the  fpreading  of  the  gofpel  vaftly  more  diffi¬ 
cult.  But  by  the  G  eek  language  being  made  common  to  all, 
they  all  underftood  the  New  Testament  of  Jefus  Chrift  in  their  lan* 
guage  *n  which  the  apoftles  and  evapgdifts  originally  wrote  it  :  fo 
that  as  foon  as  ever  it  was  written  by  its  original  penmen,  it  im¬ 
mediately  lay  open  to  the  world  in  a  language  that  was  commonly 
underftood  every  where,  as  there  was  no  language  that  was  fo  com¬ 
mon!  v  underftood  in  the  world  in  Chrift’s  and  the  apoftles  times  as 
the  G  eck  ;  the  caufe  of  which  was  the  fetting  up  of  the  Greciao 
emoire  in  the  world. 

XV.  Toe  nfcxt  thing  I  fhsll  take  notice  of  is,  the  tranflation  df 
the  feriptures  of  the  Old  Teftament  into  a  language  that  was  com¬ 
monly  underftood  by  the  Gentiles.  The  translation  thst  I  fctre 
fpe^k  of  is  that  into  the  Greek  language,  that  is  commonly  called 
the  Septuagint,  or  the  trar  flation  of  the  Seventy.  This  is  fuppofed 
to  have  been  made  about  fifty  or  forty  years  after  Alexander’s  con¬ 
quering  rhe  world.  This  is  the  firft  franflatson  that  ever  was  made 
of  the  frrip»ures  that  we  have  any  credible  account  of.  The  canon 
of  the  Old  Teft  ment  had  been  eompleated  by  the  prophet  Malachi 
but  about  an  hundred  and  twenty  years  before  in  its  original  ;  and 
.hitherto  the  feriptures  had  remained  locked  up  from  all  other  nati¬ 
ons  but  the  J  ws,  in  the  Hebrew  tongue,  which  was  underftood  by 
no  other  nation.  But  now  It  was  tranflated  into  the  Greek  lan¬ 
guage,  which,  as  we  obferved  before,  was  a  language  that  wa* 
commonly  underftood  by  the  cations  of  the  world. 

This  tranfiatjon  of  the  Old  Tcftamcnt  is  ftill  extant, and  is  com¬ 
monly  in  the  h<ndt  of  learned  men  in  thefe  days,  and  Is  made 
great  ufe  pf  by  them.  The  Jews  have  many  fables  about  the  occa- 
fion  and  m inner  of  this  tranfhtion  ;  but  the  truth  of  the  cafe  is 
fuppofed  to  be  tbit*  that  multitudes  of  the  Jews  living  in  ©that 
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parti  of  the  world  betides  Judea,  and  being  born  and  bred  among 
the  G«ci  ks,  iht  Greek  became  ihcir  common  language,  and  they 
did  not  undetftand  the  original  Hebrew  ;  and  tncrcioie  they  pro¬ 
cured  the  fcripturei  to  be  tranllated  for  their  uie  into  the  Gieek 
language  :  and  fo  henceforward  the  Jews,  in  all  countries,  except 
Judea,  were  wont  in  their  fynagogues  to  make  ufc  of  this  Manila* 
tioQ  inftcad  of  the  Hebrew. 

This  tranflation  of  the  feriptures  into  a  language  commonly 
unde; flood  through  the  world,  prepared  the  way  for  Chrift’s  com- 
ing,  and  felting  up  his  kingdom  in  the  world,  and  afterwards  did 
greatly  promote  it.  For  as  the  apofllcs  went  preaching  through 
the  world,  they  made  gtcat  ufe  of  the  fcripturei  of  the  Old  Telia - 
®ent,  and  efpecially  of  the  prophecies  concerning  Cbrift  that  were 
contained  in  them.  By  means  of  this  traufhtion,  and  by  the  J*.m 
being  Scattered  every  where,  they  had  the  feriptures  at  hand  in  a 
la  igu^ge  that  was  underftood  by  thcGentiles  :  and  they  did  princi¬ 
pally  mike  ufe  of  this  tranflation  in  their  preaching  and  writings 
where  ever  they  went  ;  as  is  evident  by  this,  that  in  all  the  innu¬ 
merable  quotations  that  arc  made  out  of  the  Old  Tc/i  mtnt  m  their 
writings  in  the  New*  Teftament,  they  are  aim  oft  every  where  in 
the  very  words  of  the  Septuagint.  The  fenfc  is  the  fame  as  it  h  in 
the  original  Hebrew  5  but  very  often  the  words  are  different  as’ all 
that  arc  acquainted  with  ihcir  Bibles  know.  Ween  the  apofile*  in 
their  epiftles,  and  the  evangclifh  in  their  biftories,  cite  paffsgeg 
cut  of  the  Old  Teftamsnt,  it  is  ycry  often  in  different  words  from 
what  wc  have  in  the  Oid  fcliament,  as  all  know.  But  yet  thefe 
citations  are  almwft  univeifally  in  the  very  words  of  the  Septuagm* 
vertioo  ;  for  that  pnay  be  feen  by  comparing  them  together,  they 
being  both  written  in  the  fame  language.  Tnis  makes  it  evident, 
that  the  apofllcs,  in  their  preaching  and  writings,  commonly  mude 
ufe  of  this  tranflition*  So  tLis  very  tranfl<tion  was  ih^t  which 
principally  ufed  in  Cbriftian  churches  through  moft  nations  of  the 
world  for  feveral  hundred  years  after Chrift. 

XVI.  The  next  thing  is  the  wonderful  prefervationof  the  church 
when  it  was  imminently  threatened  and  perkcuicd  under  the  Gre¬ 
et  m  empire. 

Tnc  firfl  time  they  were  threatened  wss  by  Alexander  bimfdf. 
When  he  was  bclieging  the  c  ty  of  Tyre,  fending  to  the  Jews  tor 
atfiftanecand  fupphes  for  his  army,  and  they  refuting, out  oi  a  con- 
feientious  regard  to  their  oath  to  the  king  of  Pctfia,  he  being  £ 
man  of  a  very  furious  fpirit,  agreeable  to  the  fcripiu  c  repietcnu- 
tion  of  the  rough  he  goal,  marched  again  ft  them,  with  a  defign  to 
cut  them  off.  Butthe  pnc!ts  going  out  to  meet  tinn  in  their  prieft- 
ly  garments,  when  he  m^ttucm,  God  wondenuby  turned  bis  fear 
to  fpare  them,  a  id  favour  taeaa,  lauca  as  be  aid  Uie  fcc*n  ot  Efan 
Wbca  he  met  Jacob, 
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After  this,  one  of  the  kings  of  Egypt,  a  fuecefTcr  of  cseAIexan* 
der’s  four  captains,  entertained  a  dcfign  of  deft -oying  the  nation 
cf  the  Jews  ;  but  was  remarkably  and  wonderfully  prevented  by  a 
Wronger  interpofitlon  of  Heaven  for  their  prefervation. 

But  the  moft  wonderful  prefervation  of  the  mall  in  thi3  period 
was  under  the  cruel  perfection  of  Aatrochuv  Epiphancs,  king  of 
Syria,  and  fucceffor  of  another  cf  Alexander's  four  captains.  The 
Jews  were  at  that  time  fubjed  to  the  power  of  Antiochus  ;  and  he 
being  enraged  againft  them,  long  drove  to  his  utmofl  utterly  to 
de&roythem,  a$d  root  them  out  ;  at  lea  ft  si!  of  them  that  would 
not  for  fake  their  religion,  and  worfhip  kis  idols  :  s,nd  he  did  in¬ 
deed  in  a  great jneafure  walk  the  country,  and  depopulate  the  ci¬ 
ty  of  Jsrufakm  ;  and  profaned  the  temple,  by  felting  up  his  idols 
in  fome  parts  of  it  ;  and  psrfecuted  the.  people  with  infatiable  cru¬ 
elty  ;  fo  that  we  have  »o  account  of  any  per  fees  it  ion.  like  hts  before,. 
Many  of  the  particular  cifcumftances  of  this  perfection  would  be 
very  sffcdiir.g,  if  I  had  time  to  infid  on  them.  This  cruel  perfec¬ 
tion  began  about  an  hundred  and  feventy  years  before  Cbrift  It  is 
much  fpoken  of  in  the  prophecy  of  Daniel,  as  you  may  fee,  Dan# 
viii.  9  —  2$.  ;  xi,  31,-38.  '  Taefe  perfections  arc  alfo  fpoken 
pl  in  the  New-Tcftaanent,  as,  Tub  x.r  36.  37.  38. 

Anriochus  intended  not  only  to  extirpate  the  Jewifh  rtslgion3 
but,  as  far  as  in  him  lay,  the  very  nation  ;  and  particularly  labor¬ 
ed  to  the  utmost  to  ckfboy  all  copies  of  the  law.  And  confide?  in  g 
how7  weak  they  were,  in  com  pari  fan  with  a  ki*  g  cf  fuch  vaft  do- 
miniop,  the  providence  of  God  appears  very  wonderful  in  defeat¬ 
ing  his  defign.  Many  times  the  J,  w$  feemed  to  be  on  the  very 
brink  of- ruin,  and  jufi  ready  to  be  wholly  fwsllowed  up  :  tkeir  e- 
netnics  often  thought  themfdves  furs  of  pbtaining  their  purpofe. 
They  once  came  agairdVthc  people  with  a  mighty  army,  and  with 
si  defigm  of  killing  all,  except  the  women  and  children,  and  of  fel* 

'  ling  thefe  for  H  ives  ;  and  thay  were  fo  confident  of  obtaining  their 
purpofe,  &nd  others  of  pur  chafing,  that  above  2  thoufand  merchants 
Qms  with  the  army,  with  money  in  their  hands,  to  buy  the  Have* 
that  ihould  be  fold.  Bu?  God  wonderfully  (Hired  up  and  aflifted 
ene  Judas,  and  others  his  focceffors,  that  were  called  the  Macca¬ 
bees,  who,  with  a  fccall  handful  in  companion,  vanquished  their 
fnemie*  time  after  time,  and  delivered  their  nation  ;  which  was 
foretold  by  Daniel,  xi.  32.  Speaking  of  Antiochus’s  perfection, 
lie  fays,,  “  And  fuch  as  do  wickedly  againft  the  covenant,  (kail  he 
corrupt  by  fl queries':  but  the  people  that  do  know  their  God,  Ihali 
be  ftrong,  and  do  exploits/' 

God  afterwards  brought  this  Anticchus  to  a  fearful,  miferab!* 
*rd,  by  a  loathfome  difeafe,  under  dreadful  torments  of  body,  and 
fcorro.*-*  of  mind  ;  which  was  foctold,  Dan.  xi.  45*  in  thefe  words, 
4  Ywi  be  fiball  come  to  hii  end,  and  none  Stall  help  him*”  Afte? 

v  lE  V.  . -.•*  *  ■■  '  •"  *♦»  M  i  4-*’ 
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After  his  death,  there  were  attempts  fall  to  deftroy  the  church 

©f  Gad  ;  but  God  bathed  them  ail. 

XVH.  The  next  thing  to  be  taken  notice  of  is  the  deftruaion 
of  the  Grecian  empire,  and  fitting  up  of  the  Roman  empire.  Ihis 
was  the  fourth  overturning  of  the  world  that  was  in  this  period. 
And  though  it  was  brought  to  pafs  more  gradually  than  the  ieuing 
up  of  the  Grecian  empire,  yet  it  far  exceeded  that,  and  was  much 
the  greateft  and  largeft  temporal  monarchy  that  every  was  in  the 
world  ;  fo  that  the  Roman  empire  was  commonly  called  till  tht 
tv 6 rid  ;  as  it  is  in  Luke  ii.  J.  “  And  there  went  out  a  decree  from 
Cxfar  Auguftus,  that  ail  the  world  Ihould  be  taxed  i.  e.  all  the 

Roman  empire.  , 

This  empire  is  fpoken  of  as  much  the  ftrengeit  and  grc&tcft  of 

a«v  of  the  four  r  Dan.  ii.  40.  41  And  the  fourth  kingdom  fhali 
be  fir  on  g  as  iron  i  forsfmuch  as  iron  bresketh  in  pieces,  and 
iubdueth  all  things  ;  and  as  iron  that  breaketh  all  thefe,  final!  it 
break  in  pieces,  and  bruife.  ’  So  aifo  Daniel  vii.  7*  x9*  23* 

The  time  that  the  Romans  firfl  conquered  and  brought  under  the 
land  of  Jadea,  was  between  fixiy  and  fever ty  years  before  Chrift 
was  born.  Soon  after  this,  the  Raman  empire  was  eniafolifhed  in 
its  greateft  extent  ;  and  the  world  continued  fubjed  to  this  empire 
henceforward  till  Chrift  came,  and  many  hundred  years  afterwards. 

The  nations  of  the  world  being  united  in  one  monarchy  when 
©hrift  came,  and  when  the  apsftles  went  forth  to  preach  the  gofpel, 
did  greatly  prepare  the  way  for  the  fpreading  of  the  gofpel,  and 
the  fetting  up  of  Chrift'i  kingdom,  in  the  world.  For  the  world 
being  thus  fubjc£t  to  one  government,  it  opened  a  communication 
from  nation  to  nation,  and  fo  opportunity  was  given  for  the  more 
fwiftiy  propagating  the  gofpel  through  the  world.  Thus  wc  find  it 
to  bs  now  ;  as  if  any  thing  prevails  in  the  Engiilh  nation,  the 
communication  is  quick  from  one  part  of  the  nation  to*  another* 
throughout  all  parts  that  are  fubjeft  to  the  Engliih  government,' 
inuch  cafier  and  quicker  than  to  other  nations,  which  are  not 
fubjett  to  the  Engliih  government,  and  l  ave  little  to  do  with  them. 
There  arc  innumerable  difficulties  in  travelling  through  different 
nations,  that  arc  under  different  independent  governments,  which 
there  are  cot  in  travelling  through  different  parts  of  the  fame  realm, 
or  different  dominions  of  the  fame  prince.  So  the  world  being 
under  one  government,  the  government  of  the  R  omans,  in  Chrift  * 
and  the  apoftles  times,  facilitated  the  apofties  travelling,  and  the 
gofpeTs  fpreading  through  the  world, 

XVIII.  About  the  fame  time  learning  and  philo fophy  were 
fifen  to  their  greateft  height  in  in  the  Heathen  would.  The  time 
of  learning’s  flourilhing  in  the  Heathen  world  w  as  principally  in 

this  rcriod>  Aknoft  all  the  famous  pkiiofophers  that  we  have  an 

aseotmfc 
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account  of  i$song  the  Heathen,  were  after  the  captivity  hto  Ba. 
Dyion.  Aim  on  ail  the  wife  men  of  Greece  and  Rome  flounfh- 
ad  inthfi  tioee.  Yhcie  philofophers,  m^ny  of  them,  weic  indeed 
tBca  of  great  temporal  wifdom  ;  and  that  which  they  in  general 
chiefly  prafeifed  to  m-^kc  their  butane  fs,  was  to  inquire  wherein 
ssan  •  eh*et  &appinefs  lay,  and  the  way  in  which  men  msght  obtain 
happinefs,  Tuey  fectoe  i  fame  ;iy  to  bufy  them'd  ves  in  this  in- 
Cjuiry,  and  wrote  nr  latitudes  ot  books  about  it  mariy  of  which  are 
tol  extant.  And  they  were  exceedingly  divided  in  their  opinion# 
about  it,  Tne^e  h-ave  been  reckoned  up  feveral  hundreds  of  differ" 
*Qt  opinions  that  they  had  concerning  it.  This  they  wearied 
thetnfeivos  *o  rain,  wandered  in  the  da«  k,  not  having  the  glorious 
goipelso  guide  them.  God  was  plcafed  to  fuffer  men  to  do  the 
cittnou  that  they  could  wiih  human  wifdom,  and  to  try  the  extent 
of  their  own  underloadings  to  find  out  the  way  to  h^ppifiefs,  be* 
fore  the  true  Sight  ca®£  £0  .enlighten  the  world  ;  befoie  he  fent  the 
great  Prophet  to  lexd  men  in  the  right  way  to  happinefs,  God 
fuffered  thefe  great  philofophers  to  try  what  they  could  do  for  fix 
hundred  years  together  ;  and  then  it  proved,  by  the  events  of  (o 
long  a  time,  that  all  they  could  do  was  in  vain  ;  the  wo* Id  not  be¬ 
coming  wifer,  be. ter,  or  hippier  under  their  infhuftions,  but  grow¬ 
ing  more  and  more  foolift,  wicked,  and  miferabie.  He  fuffered 
ftcieir  wifdom  and  philof  phy  to  come  to  the  grcatftl  height  befor® 
Chr?ft  came,  th«t  it  might  be  fee.n  bow  far  reafon  and  philofophy 
could  go  in  their  high  eft  afcent,that  the  neceflity  of  a  divine  teacher 
m*ght  appear  before  Cbrift  came.  And  God  was  pleafed  to 
enakc  fooiifo  the  wifdom  of  this  wotld,to  fhew  men  the  folly  of  their 
beA  w  fiom,  by  the  doctrines  of  his  glorious  gofpel  which  were 
above  the  reach  of  all  their  philof  phy.  See  1  Cor.  i.  19  20  21 » 

After  Got  had  foe  wed  the  vanity  of  faupian  learning,  when  fee 
«P  in  the  room  of  the  go f pc l,  God  was  pieafed  to  make  it  fubfer- 
vient  to  the  purpofe*  of  Chrift’s  kingdom,  as  an  handmaid  to  di¬ 
vine  revelation  ;  and  fo  the  prevailing  ol  learning  in  the  world  be¬ 
fore  Chrift  came,  made  way  for  his  coming  both  the fe  ways,  viz. 
S3  thereby  the  vanity  of  human  wifdom  was  foown,  and  the  necef- 
fay  of  the  gofpel  appeared  ;  and  alfo  ss  hereby  an  handmaid  wa* 
prepared  to  the  gofpel  :  for  fo  it  was  made  ufe  of  in  the  Apoftlt 
Paul,  who  was  famed  for  bis  much  learning,  as  you  may  fee  Aft# 
xxvi.  24.  and  was  fkilled  not  only  in  the  learning  of  the  Jews,  but 
alfo  of  the  philofophers  ;  and  improved  it  to  the  purpofes  of  the 
gofpel ;  as  you  may  fee  he  did  in  riifputing  with  the  philofophers  at 
Athens,  Afts  xvii.  22.  &c.  He  by  his  learning  knew  how  to  ac¬ 
commodate  himfelf  in  his  difeourfes  to  learned  men,  as  appears  by 
this  difeourfe  of  his  ;  and  he  knew  well  how  to  improve  what  he 

bad  read  ia  their  writings ;  and  be  here  cius  their  own  poets.  Now 

Dionyfius, 


/ 


fce  Work  of  REDEMPTION. 


It) 


Diorsyfiuss,  that  was  a  phi?ofoph«r,  w»«  converted  by  Mm,  and  a* 
ecclefiafUc*!  hiftory  give*  us  an  account,  as  i  «  g  cat  in  it  lumen 
of  promoting  the  goipd.  And  there  w eu  m«i  y  other*  in  ihm  ai  J 
the  following  age;,  who  wert  eminently  ufcfid  b >  cUu  bumaa 

learning  in  promoting  the  intcrcfti  ot  ^hrsti  s  king 

XIX  Juft  before  thrift  was  bom,  the  Roman  empire  wai  rail¬ 
ed  tons  greateft  height,  and  alfo  titled  in  pc^ce,  Ac  out  our 
and  twenty  years  beidreChrift  was  born,  Augustus  uTi*  _C  * 
Roman  emperor,  began  to  rule  as  emperor  ot  the  vtoild.  *  1  c0 
the  Roman  empire  had  of  a  long  time  been  a  commonwealth  under 
the  government  of  the  fenatei  but  then  it  became  an  abfolute  mo¬ 
narchy.  This  Auguftus  Cxfar,  as  he  was  the  fit  ft,  fo  he  was  ;b« 
greateft  &i  all  the  Roman  emperors  :  he  reigned  in  the  greateft 

glory.  Thus  the  p  ;wer  of  the  Heathen  world,  which  was  Sa¬ 
tan's  vifibie  kingdom,  was  raifed  to  its  greateft  height,  after  it 

had  been  rifing  higher  and  higher,  and  ^lengthening^  it  e*  mo/e 

and  more  from  ihe  days  of  Solomon  to  this  day,  which  was  about^ 
£  thoufand y<ar,.  Now  it  appeared  at  a  greater  height  than  ever 
it  appeared  from  the  fir  A  beginning  of  Siian  aHeathenHTi  kingdom* 
which  was  probably  about  the  time  of  the  building  of  B  bel.  N^nr 
the  Heathen  world  was  in  its  greateft  glory  to*  firengeh,  wealth* 
and  learning.  t 

God  did  two  things  to  prepare  the  way  for  Chrift  s  coming, 
wherein  be  took  a  contrary  method  from  that  which  human  wifdoaa 
would  have  i  k?n.  He  brought  his  own  vinble  pec  pic  very  low, 
and  made  them  weak ;  but  the  Heathen,  that  were  hi*  enemies,  ha 
exalted  to  the  greateft  height,  for  the  more  glorious  ti  iu  nph  of  the 
crofs  of  Chrift.  With  a  fmall  number  in  their  greateft  weaknefs, 
he  conquered  his  enemies  in  their  gieateft  glory.  Thus  Chrift  tri¬ 
umphed  over  principalities  snd  power*  in  his  crofs. 

Auguftus  Casfar  had  been  for  many  years  eft abliffetng  the  Hate 
of  the  Roman  -empire,  fubduing  his  tncmiei  in  one  part  and  ano¬ 
ther,  till  the  very  that  Chrift  wastiorn  y  when  all  his  encmiei 
bung  fubdued,  and  his  dominion  over  the  world  feemfid  to  be  fet¬ 
tle!  in  its  grer^eft  glory,  AU  wai  cftabbfhed  in  peace  ;  ifTtokea 
xv  ertof  *he  Romans  (hut  the  temple  of  Janus,  which  was  an  eftab- 
Iilbed  fymbi>l  among  them  of  there  being  univerfal  pesce  through¬ 
out  the  Roman  empire.  This  univerfal  peace,  which  was  beguta 
that  year  that  Chrift  was  born,  1-fted  twelve  years,  till  the  yea* 
that  Chrift  d  fputed  with  dolors  in  toe  temple. 

Thus  the  worid,  after  it  had  been,  as  it  w  e  e,  in  a  continual  con¬ 
vulsion  for  fomany  hundred  years  tpgether,  like  the  four  wind* 
driving  together  on  the  ti  multuou*  ragirg  ocerin,  whence  aref* 
tfc'vfefour  great  monarchies*  heinf  cow  cftabllhed  ir>  t  e  greateft 
freight  of  the  fourth  aad  laft  suouarchy,  a&d  iettied  in  quittnefs  ; 
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row  all  things  sre  ready  for  the  birth  of  Chr  ift.  This  remarkable 
lmiverf«l»pcace,^|ier  fo  many  ages  of  tumult  and  war,  was  a  fi>  p?e- 
lude  for  the  ufhcsing  of  the  gioriousPrince  of  peace  into  the  world* 
Thus  I  have  gone  through  the  ftrft  grand  period  of  thd  whole 
f pace  between  the  fall  of  man  and  the  end  of  the  world,  viz  that 
from  the  fall  to  the  time  of  the  incarnation  of  Chrift ;  and  have 
fhown  the  truth  of' the  fir  ft  propofrtion,  viz  That  from  the  fall  *f. 
man  to  the  incarnation  of  Chrift,  God  was  doing  thofe  things  that 
were  preparatory  to  Ghriffs  coining,  and  were  forerunners  ©f  it, 

IMPROVEMENT. 

E  F  ORE  I  proceed  to  the  next  proportion,  I  would  make 
fome  few  remarks,  by  way  of  improvement,  upon  whal 
has  been  faid  under, this. 

I.  From  what  has  been  faid,  we  an  ay  ftrongly  argue,that  Jefus  of 
Nazareth  is  indeed  the  Son  ofGod,  andtkeSavidur  of  the  world  ;  and 
fo  that  theChriftian  religion, is  the  true  religion, feeing  thatCHrift  if 
the  very  petfon  fo  evidently  pointed  at, in  all  the  great  difpenfationi 
of  divine  providence  from  the  very  fall^of  man,and  wsi  fo  undoubt* 
/  edly  in  fo  maiay  inftaaCei  foretold  from  age  to  age,  and  fhad©wed 
forth  in  a  vaft  vamty  of  types  and  figures.  If  we  ferioufly  con¬ 
sider  die  courfe  of  things  from  the  beginning,  and  obferve  the  mo¬ 
tions  of  all  the  great  wheels  of  providence  from  one  age  t©  another, 
we  fhall  defeern  that  they  all  tend  hither.  They  arc  all  as  fo  many 
lines,  whofe  courfc,  if  it  be  ebferved  and  accurately  followed,  It 
will  be  found  that  every  one  centers  here.  It  is  fo  very  plain  ia 
many  things,  that  it  would  argue  ftupidity  to  deny  it.  This  there¬ 
fore  is  undeniable, that  this  perfon  is  a  divine  pel  ion  fent  f<  omGod, 
that  esme  into  the  world  with  his  Gouimiflion  and  authority,  go 
his  work,  and  to  declare  bis  mind.  The  gr$ai  Governor  ©f  the 
w'prld,  in  all  his  great  works  be 'ore  and  tff.ee  the  flood,  to  Jews  and 
Gentiles,  down  to  the  time  of  thrift  s  birtk,  hat  declared  it.  It 
cannot  be  any  vain  imagination,  but  a  pla'tn  and  evident  truth, 
thttih»t  per  fan  that  was  boraia  Bethlehem,  and  dweitat  Nzneth, 
*nd  at  Capernaum,  and  was  crucified  without  the  gates  of  Jerufa- 
lem,  be  the  great  Me  Tub,  or  anointed  of  God:  And  blefT- 
ed  are  all  they  that  believe  in  and  confefs  him,  and  asiferabfe  trs 
all  that  they  deny  him.  This  (hows  the  unrcafonablenefs  of  the 
Dtifts,  who  deny  revealed  religion,  and  of  the  jews,  who  deny  that 
ibis  Jefus  is  the  Mefhah  foretold  and  prom  i  fed  to  their  fathers. 

Here  it  may  be  fome  perfons  may  be  ready  to  ohjeft,  end  fay. 
That  it  may  be,  fome  fubtle,  cunning  men  contrived  this  hiftory, 
and  thefe  prophecies,  fothst  they  ibould  all  point  to  Jefus  Chrift 
•n  purpofc  to  confirm  it,  that  he  is  rhe  Mefliah.  To  fuch  it  may 
ks  replied,  How  could  fuch  a  thiog  fee  contrived  by  cunning  mei^ 
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to  point  to  Jsfus  Ch*ift,  long  before  he  ever  was  born  ?  Ho* 
could  they  know  that  ever  any  fuch  psrfon  would  be  bom  ?  Aad 
how  could  their  cr*ft  and  fubtilty  help  ihcm  to  foietee  and  point 
at  an  event  that  was  to  come  to  pate  many  ages  afterwards  ?  ioi  no 
fad  cm  be  more  evident,  than  that  the  Jew*  had  thofe  writings 
long  before  Cbrift  was  born  ;  a#  they  have  them  ftill  in  great  vene¬ 
ration,  wherer-ever  they  are,  in  all  their  difpeifions  through  the 
world  ;  and  they  would  never  have  received  fuch^a  connivance 
from  Chriftians,  to  point  to  and  confirm  Jcfus  to  be  the  M  f ft  h* 
whom  they  always  denied  to  be  the  MefTiah  ;  and  much  lcte  would 
they  have  been  made  to  believe  that  they  alwayshad  had  thofe  Looks 
in  their  hands,  when  they  were  firft  made  and  impofed  upon  them. 

If.  What  has  been  faid,  affords  a  ftrong  argument  for  the  di¬ 
vine  authority  of  the  books  of  the  Old  Teftamcnt,  from  that  atf- 
mirable  harmony  there  i*  in  them,  whereby  they  all  point  to  th® 
fame  thing.  For  we  m .*y  fee  by  what  has  been  faid,  how  all  the 
parts  of  the  Old  Teftamcnt,  though  written  by  fo  many  d  ffereng 
penmen,  and  in  ages  diftant  one  from  another,  do  all  harmonize 
one  with  another;  all  agree  in  one,  and  all  centre  in  the  fame  thing* 
and  that  a  future  thing  ;  an  event  which  it  was  impoffibk  any  one  of 
them  (hould  know  but  by  divine  revelation,  even  the  future  coming 
of  Chrift.  This  is  mok  evident  and  manifeft  in  them,  as  appears 
fry  what  has  been  faid0 

Now,  if  the  Old  Teftament  was  not  infpired  by  God,  what 
account  can  be  given  of  fuch  an  agreement  ?  for  if  thefe  books 
were  only  human  writings,  written  without  any  divin*  diredion* 
then  none  of  thefe  penmen  knewthat  there  would  come  fuch  a  per- 
fon  as  Jefus  Chrift  into  the  world  ;  his  coming  was  only  a  mere 
$gment  of  their  own  brain  ;  and  if  fo,  how  happened  it,  that  this 
-figment  of  theirs  came  *0  pafs  }  How  came  a  vain  imagination  of 
theirs,  which  they  foretold  without  any  manner  of  ground  of  their 
prediction,  to  beexadly  fulfilled  ?  and  efpecially  how  did  they 
come  all  to  agree  in  it,  all  pointing  ex«&l>  to  the  fame  thing, th©9 
many  of  them  lived  fomany  hundredyears  diftant  one  item  another  ? 

This  admirable  content  and  agreement  in  a  future  event,  is  there¬ 
fore  a  clear  and  certain  evidence  of  the  divine  authority  of  thofe 
writings. 

III.  Hence  we  may  learn  what  a  weak  and  ignorant  cbjeaioa 
it  is  that  fome  make  againft  fame  parts  of  the  Old  Teftament's  be¬ 
ing  the  word  of  God,  that  they  confift  fo  much  of  hiftoms  of  thd 
wars  and  civil  tranfadions  of  the  kings  and  people  of  the  nation 
of  the  Jews.  Some  fay,  We  find  here  among  the  books  of  a  par. 
ticular  nation, hiftories  which  they  kept  of  the  ftate  of  their  nstioft 
fromone  age  to  another;  hiftories  of  their  kings  and  rulers,bifioric9 
£f  their  wars  with  the  neighbouring  nations*  and  hiftories  of  the 
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ch*n*e«  hippcned  from  time  to  time  in  their  ft  *te  and  gcvsro*' 
inert  ;  ‘jnd  fo  we  fi id  that  other  natioas  ufed  to  keep  hi'torias  of 
of  their  public  affairs,  as  well  as  they  ;  and  why  then  fhould  wc 
think  (hat  thefe  hiftories  which  thejews  kept  are  the  word  of  God* 
more  than  thofe  of  other  people  ?  But  what  has  bten  faid.  fkows  the 
folly  and  vanity  of  fuchaa  obj  For  hereby  it  appears,  that 

thecife  >f  the  hiftories  is  very  different  from  that  of  all  other  hif- 
tories.  This  hiftory  alone  gives  us  an  account  *f  the  firft  original 
of  all  things  ;  and  this  hiftory  alone  deduces  things  down  in  a 
wonderful  feries  from  ikzt  original,  giving  an  idea  of  the  grand 
fcheme  of  divine  providence,  a«  tending  to  Its  great  end.  And  to¬ 
gether  with  the  do&rines  and  prcphices  contained  in  it,  the 
fame  book  gives  a  view  of  the  whole  feries  of  the  great  events  of  di-t 
vine  providence,  from  the  firft  original  to  the  fall  end  and  eonftn*: 
stion  of  all  things,  giving  an  excellent  and  glorious  account  of  the 
wife  and  holy  defigns  of  the  governor  cf  the  world  in  ail. 

No  common  hiftory  has  fufch  psftixisn  as  this  hiftory,  which  wat 
all  written  by  men  who  came  with  evident  iigns  and  teftimonies 
of  their  being  prophets  of  the  mofl  high  God  iusmcdiatiify  mfp’red* 
The  hiftories  that  were  written,  as  we  have  feen  from  wh*t  has 
been  fiid  under  this  prcpGfiuon,  do  all  contain  thofe  great  events  of 
providence,  by  which  it  appears  how  God  has  been  e^rryiag  on  the 
glorious  divine  work  of  redemption  from  age  to  age.  Though  they 
arc  hiftories,  yet  they  arc  no  iefs  full  of  divine  inftruc^ion,  and 
thofe  things  that  fhow  forth  Chrift,  and  his  glorious  gofpel,  thaa 
Other  pans  of  the  holy  fcripturcs  which  arc  not  hiftoricafa  , 
To  obj  eft  againft  a  book’s  being  divine,  merely  becaufe  it  it 
hifterical,  it  a  poor  obj  .eftion  ;  juft  as  if  (hat  could  not  be  the  word 
of  God  which  gives  an  account  of  what  ispaft  ;  or  a9  though  it  wc?e 
not  resfonsbic  to  fuppofe,  that  God,  in  a  revelation  he  fhould  give 
minkind,  vv juU  give  u*  any  relation  of  the  difpenfations  of  hij 
own  providence.  If  it  be  fo,  it  muft  be  becaufe  hia  works  are  no* 
worthy  to  be  related  ;  it  muff  be  becaufe  the  fsheme  of  his  govern¬ 
ment,  and  feries  of  his  difpcnfadons  towards  his  church,  and  to- 
wards  the  world  that  he  has  made,  whereby  he  has  ordered  aad  dil- 
pofed  it  from  age  to  age,  is  not  worthy  that  any  record  fhould  be 
kept  of  it. 

The  objection  that  is  made,  That  it  is  a  common  thing  for  nati¬ 
on*  and  kingdoms  to  write  hmoriei  and  keep  records  of  their  wars, 
r  and  the  revolutions  that  come  to  pafs  in  their  territories,  is  fo  far 
from  bsinir  a  weighty  objedion  againft  the  hiftorical  part  of  fcrip- 
a.  though  it  Jc"  not  the  word  of  God,  that  it  i,  a  flrong 
ruguraen.  in  favour  of  it.  For  if  reafon  and  the  light  of  nature 
tea  he*  all  civilized  nation*  to  keep  records  of  the  events  of  their 
human  government,  and  the  feries  of  their  adminiftrations,  and  t« 
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.0,.y|ft  hiftorU*  for  the  Information  of  others  5  how  much  mere  may 
P.,  „fft  ih.-t  God  would  give  the  world  a  record  of  the  difpenfa- 
tioB5  Z  hi*  divine  government,  which  doubtlefs  is  infinitely  more 
wonhv  of  an  hiftory  for  our  information  ?  If  wife  kings  nave.  u- 
ken  care  that  there  'fhould  be  good  hifloric*  written  of  the  nation* 
over  which  they  have  reigned,  (ball  we  think  it.  incredible,  that 
IJus  Chrift  fhould  the  care  that  his  church,  which  M  his  nation, 
hb  peculiar  people,  (luuld  have  in  their  hands  a  certain  infallible 
biftory  of  their  nation,  and  of  his  government  of  the*  . 

lf  it  had  not  been  for  the  biftory  of  the  O.d  leftamcnt  bow 
wofully  fhould  we  have  been  left  in  the  dark  about  many  thing, 
which  the  church  of  God  needs  to  know  !  How  ignorant  fcou.d  we 
have  been  of  God’s  dealings  towards  mankind,  and  toward  hi, 
ehurch,  from  the  beginning!  and  we  would  have  been  whoi.y  in 
the  dark  about  the  creation  of  the! world,  the  .ail  of  man,  the  ft.  ft 
rife  and  continued  pregrefs  ol  the  difpenfation,  of  grace  toward* 
fallen  mankind  !  and  we  fhould  have  known  nothtng  how  God  at 
£:ft  let  up  a  church  in  the  world,  and  how  it  was  preftrved  ;  alter 
what  manner  he  governed  it  from  the  beginning  ;  how  the  light  of 
the  gofpei  fir'ft  began  to  dawn  in  the  world  ;  how  it  increased,  and 
how  things  were  preparing  for  the  coming  of  Chrift. 

If  we  are  Chriftians,  we  belong  to  that  building  of  God  that  bs* 
been  the  fubjeft  of  our  difeourfe  from  this  text  :  but  if  it  had  not 
been  for  the  biftory  of  the  Old  Teftament,  we  fhould  never  have 
known  what  was  the  firft  oecafion  of  God’s  going  about  this  build- 
tog,  and  how  the  foundation  of  it  was  laid  at  firft,  and  how  it  ha* 
gone  on  from  the  beginning.  The  times  of  the  biftory  of  the  Old 
Teftament  are  moftly  times  that  no  other  hiftory  reaches  up  to  ;  and 
therefore,  if  God  had  not  taken  care  to  give  and  prefer  ve  an  ac- 
«oust  ofthefc  thing*  for  us, we  fhould  have  been  wholly  without  thftn* 

Thofe  that  objed  againft  the  authority  of.  the  Old  Teftament 
biftory  of  the  nation  ot  thejews,  may  as  well  make  it  an  obje&ioa 
againft  Mofcs’s  account  of  the  creation  that  it  is  hifrorica!  ;  for, 
in  the  other,  we  have  an  biftory  of  a  work  no  5efs  important,  viz. 
the  work  of  redemption.  Yta,  this  is  a  far  greater  and  more  glc- 
lious  work,  as  we  obferved  before  ;  that  if  it  be  inquired  which  of 
the  two  works,  the  work  of  creation,  or  the  work  of  providence* 
is  greateft  ?  it  maft  be  anfwered,  the  work  of  providence  ;  but  the 
work  of  redemption  is  the  greateft  of  the  works  of  providence. 

Let  thofe  who  make  this  ebjeflion  confider  what  part  of  tht  O'i 
Teftament  hiftory  can  be  fpared,  without  making  a  great  breach  in. 
that  thread  or  ferie,  of  events  by  which  this  glorious  work  has  been 
earned  on.— —This  leads  me  to  obferve, 

IV.  That,  from  what  has  been  faid ,  we  may  fee  much  of  the 
pifdom  of  God  in  the  compofitioa  of  the  fa ipturei  of  shsOld  Tcfti- 
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sn  nfr,  i*  e.  in  e  pari?  of  which  it  eonfji^s  By  what  it  has  hetst 
f^id,  we  may  fee  that  God  hash  wifely  given  us  fuch  revelation*  ia 
^hc  O^d  r cfuuicat  as  w®  needed.  Ett  us  bntfty  take  s  view  cz 
the  fcvcral  parts  of  it,  and  of  the  need  there  was  of  the  mi 

Thus  is  was  nccefTary  that  we  fhould  have  ferae  account  of  the 
creation  of  the  world,  and  of  the  degeneracy  of  it,  and  cf  the 

waiver fj!  deluge,  and  feme  account  of  the  origin  of  nation!  after 
this  ckfouftion  of  mankind. 

It  feeds  neceifary  that  there  fhould  be  ferns  account  of  the  fuc- 
Cernon  of  the  church  of  God  from  the  beginning  :  and  feeing  God 
buffered  all  the  world  to  degenerate,  and  only  took,  one  nation  to 
be  his  people,  to  preferve  the  true  woi  (hip  and  religion  till  the 
Saviour  of  the  world  fhouid  come,  that  in  them  the  world  might 
gradually  be  prepared  for  that  great  light,  and  thofe  wonderful 
thng*  ihzt  he  was  to  be  the  author  of,  and  that  they  might  be  s 
typical  nation,  and  that  in  thcrSiGod  might  (hadow  forth  and  teach, 
as  under  a  vail,  ail  future  glorious  things  cf  the  gofpei  ;  it  wan 
therefore  neccfTary  that  we  fhould  have  feme  account  or  this  thing, 
how  it  was  firft  done  by  the  calling  of  Abraham,  and  by  their  being 
bond-Havcs  in  Egypt,  and  how  they  weie  brought  to  Canaan.  It 
was  necefTary  that  we  fhould  have  fome  account  of  the  icvektlot* 
which  God  made  of  hinafdf  to  ghat  people,  in  giving  their  law,  and 
Is  the  appointment  of  their  typical  worfhip,  and  thofc  things 
wherein  the  gofpei  is  vailed,  and  of  the  forming  of  that  peoplea 
both  as  to  their  civil  astd  ecelefiaftic&l  ftate. 

It  fectss  cascading  aecefDry  that  we  fhojld  have  fome  aecousj 
of  their  being  a<ftuaS»y  brought  to  Canaan,  the  country  that  wag 
(their  promifed  land,  and  where  they  always  dwelt,  it  fee  ms  very 
necdlasry  that  we  fhould  have  an  hiffory  of  the  fucce  (lions  of  the 
church  of  Ifr ael,  and  of  thofe  provi fences  of  God  toward*  them, 
which  were  moftccnfi  Jerable  and  fulkft  of  gofpei  myftciy.  lrfctms 
jjeceffary  that  we  fhould  have  fome  account  of  the  higbeft  promifed 
external  glory  of  that  nation  under  David  and  Solomon,  and  that 
we  (hould  have  a  very  particular  account  f  David,  wbofeshiftory 
fa  fo  full  of  the  gofpei,  and  fo  ncctffary  in  order  to  infoduct  the 
gofpei  into  the  world,  and  in  whom  began  the  race  of  their  kings  ; 

and  that  we  (bould  have  fome  account  of  the  building  ®£  the  temple, 
which  w$s  alfo'fo  full  of  gofpei- myftery. 

It  is  a  matter  of  great  confluence,  that  we  fhould  have  feme 
account  o£  Ifraei’s  dividing  from  Judah,  and  of  the  ten  tribss  cap¬ 
tivity  and  utter  reje&ion,  and  a  brief  account  why,  and  therefore 
a  brief  biftory  of  them  till  that  time.  I:  is  necefFary  that  we*  (hould 
have  an  account  of  the  fucceffion  of  the  kings  of  Juda,  and  of  the 
church,  till  their  Gaptivity  into  Babylon  ;  and  that  we  fhould  have 
fome  account  of  their  return  from  their  captivity,  and  xefcttkment 
in  their  own  land,  and  of  the  origin  of  the  Uft  date  tbft*  the  church 
pr$sia  belotc  ChxiS  came*.  A 
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A  little  confideration  will  convince  every  one,  that  all  thefe 
things  were  ncceffary,  and  that  none  of  them  could  be  /pared  ;  and 
in  the  genera!,  that  it  was  neceffary  that  wc  /hould  have  an  hifiory 
of  God*!  church  till  fuch  times  as  are  within  the  reach  of  bunan 
hiftories  ;  and  it  was  of  v.ift  importance  that  we  /bculd  have  zn 
infpired  hifiory  of  thofe  times  of  the  Jewish  church,  wherein  there 
wai  kept  up  a  more  extraordinary  intci comic  between  God  and 
them,  and  while  he  ufed  to  dwell  among  them  at  it  were  vifibly, 
revealing  himfclf  by  the  Shcchina,  by  Unm  and  Thummim,  and 
by  prophecy,  and  fo  more  immediately  to  order  their  affair*.  And 
it  was  nec-lfary  that  we  /hould  have  fomc  account  of  the  great  dif* 
penfations  01  God  in  prophecy,  which  were  to  be  after  the  fioiftaing 
of  infpired  hifiory  ;  and  /o  it  was  exceeding  tunable  and  needful 
that  there  Ihould  be  a  number  of  prophets  railed  who  /hould  foretcl 
the  coming  of  the  Son  of  God,  and  the  nature  and  glory  of  his 
kingdom,  to  be  as  fo  many  harbingers  to  make  way  for  him,  and 
that  their  p  ophccies  /hould  remain  in  the  church. 

It  wi#  alfo  a  matter  of  great  confeqtsence  that  the  church  fhould 
have  a  book  of  divine  fongs  given  by  liifpiratioa  frcmGod,whcreia 
there  /hould  be  a  lively  reprefeaution  ox  the  true  fpirit  of  devoti¬ 
on,  of  hath,  hope,  and  divine  love,  joy,  refig  naticn,  humility, 
obedience,  repentance,  &c,  and  alfo  that  wc  /hould  hive  from  Godt 
fuch  book*  of  moral  in  ft  ructions  as  we  have  in  Proverbs  and  Eccle- 
Hailes,  relating  to  the  affair*  and  ftate  of  mankind,  and  the  con* 
cerns  of  human  life,  containing  rules  of  true  wifdcm  and  pru¬ 
dence  lor  our  conduit  in  all  circumftances  ;  and  that  wc  /hould 
have  particularly  a  fong  representing  the  great  love  between  Chrl/I 
and  his  fpoufc  the  church, particularly  ad^ptid  to  the  dsfpcfition  and 
holy  i/fidions  of  a  true  Cbriftian  foul  toward*  Chrift/sad  reprt- 
fenring  his  grace  and  marvellous  1  ;ve  to,  and  delight  in,  his  pco* 
pie  ;  a*  we  have  in  Solomon's  Song  5  and  efpecially  that  we  fhould 
have  a  book  to  teach  us  how  to  conduct  ourfeivet  under  i/Hi&ion, 
fee  irg  the  church  ofGodhcr*  i§  in  a  militant  slate,  and  God**  peo¬ 
ple  do  through  much  tribulation  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven  ; 
and  the  church  is  for  fo  long  a  time  under  trouble,  2nd  meets  with 
fuch  exceeding  ftry  trials,  and  extreme  fuff-ring?,  before  her  time 
of  p-aec  and  reft  in  the  latter  ages  of  the  world  (lull  cow  ;  there¬ 
fore  God  has  given  us  a  book  mo  ft  proper  in  thefe  circumtiancee, 
even  the  book  of  Job,  written  upon  occa/ion  of  the  afflictions  of  a 
particular  faint,  and  was  probably  at  fi-ft  given  to  the  church  in 
Egypt  under  her  *ffli£ions  there  ;  and  i$  shade  ufc  of  by  the  Apof- 
tie  to  comfort  Chr iftians  under  perfections,  J^mcs  v  11.  “  Ye 

have  heard  of  the  patience  of  Job,  and  have  feen  the  end  of  the 
Lord  ;  that  the  Lord  if  ve^y  pitiful,  and  of  tender  mercy."  God 
was  alfo  pleafed,  in  this  bo  k  of  Job,  to  give  feme  view  of  the  sru 
licat  divinity  before  the  giving  ol  the  Uw»  Thai, 
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Thut,  from  this  brief  review,  I  think  it  appears,  that  every  part 
«f  the  fcriptures  of  the  Old  Teftamentis  very  ufcful  and  cectftary, 
sad  no  put  of  it  can  be  fpared,  without  lofs  to  the  church.  A  d 
therefore,  ai  I  faid,  the  wifdom  cf  God  is  confpkuous  in  ordering 
shat  the  fcriptures  of  the  Old  Teft  ament  fhould  con 6 It  of  thofc  very 
books  of  which  they  do  confift. 

Before  I  difmifs  thi?  particular,  I  would  and,  that  it  is  very  ch- 
ferveable,  that:  the  binary  of  the  Old  Tefument  is  large  and  par¬ 
ticular  where  th*!  great  affair  of  redemption  required  it  ;  a*  where 
there  was  moil  done  towards  this  work,  and  mol  to  typsf y  Chrift, 
and  to  prepare  the  way  for  him.  Thus  it  is  very  large  and  parti¬ 
cular  in  the  hiftory  of  Abraham  asd  the  other  patriarchs  ;  but  ve¬ 
ry  (hors  in  the  account  we  have  of  the  time  which  the  children  of 
Ifrad  fpent  in  Egypt.  'So  again  it  is  large  in  the  account  of  the. 
redemption  b«t  of  Egyp%  and  the  firfl  fettling  of  the  affairs  of  the 
Trwiih  church  and  nation  in  Mofes  and  Jafhua’a  time  but  much 
fhorter  in  the  account  of  she  times  of  the/  judges.  S j  again,  it  is  ( 
large  and  particular  is  the  account  of  David’s  and  Solomon  » timer* 
and  then  very  fbort  in  the  hiftory  cA  the  enfuing  reigns.  Thus  the 
accounts  are  large  or  fhort,  juft  as  there  is  more  or  iefs  of  the  af¬ 
fair  of  redemption  to  be  feen  i»  them. 

V*  From  what  has  been  fsid ,  we  sxiy  fee,  that  Chnft  arid  hi® 
redemption  arc  the  great  fubj c£t  of  the  whole  Bible.  Concerning 
the  New.Teftamest,  the  matter  is  plain  ;  snd  by  what  ha*  been 
faid  on  this  fubj e£t  hitherto,  it  appear*  to  be  fo  alfo  with  refpe^t  to 
the  Old  Tcftament,  Chdft  and  bis  redemption  is  the  g  eat  fubjeft 
of  the  prophecies  of  the  Old  Teftsmcfct,  a*  bas  been  ihemn.  it  has 
alfo  been  Shown,  that  ht  is  the  great  fubjetf  cf  the  fongi  of  the  O  d 
Tcftament ;  and  the  moral  rules  and  precepts  are  all  given  in  fub* 
ordination  to  him,  AndChriftsnd  his  redemption  are  alfo  the 
great  fubj  eft  of  the  hiftory  of  she  Old  Teftament  from  the  begin¬ 
ning  all  along  ;  and  even  the  Hiftory  of  the  creation  is  brought  in 
as  an  introdudion  to  the  hiftory  of  redemption  that  immediately 
follows  it.  The  whole  book,  both  Old  Teftament  and  New,  is 
filled  up  with  she  gofpd  ;  only  wish  this  difference,  that  the  G.d 
Teftament  contains  the  gofpd  under  a  vail,  but  tbcNew  contains  it 
unvailed,  f®  that  we  may  fee  the  glory  of  the  Lord  with  open  face. 

VI.  By  what  bar  been  faid,  we  may  fee  the  ufefulnef*  and  ex¬ 
cellency  of  the  Old  Teftament.  Some  arts  ready  to  look  on  the 
Old  Teftament  as  being  as  it  were  out  of  date,  and  at  if  we 
in  thefe  days  of  the  gofpel  have  but  little  to  do  with  it  ; 
which  is  a  very  great  miftake,  arifing  from  want  of  obferving  the 
mature  and  defign  of  the  Old  Teftament, which,  if  it  were  obferved, 
would  appear  full  of  the  gofpel  of  Cbrift,  and  would  in  an  excel¬ 
lent  manner  iUuftrate  »»d  confirm  the  gloriouf  dc^iaes  and  pro* 
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©ifei  of  the  New  Teftament.  Thofe  parti  of  the  Otd  Teftamenfc 
which  arc  commonly  looked  upon  as  containing  the  ieaft  divine  m- 
ftruffion,  are  as  it  were  mines  and  treafures  of  gofpd  knowledge  | 
and  the  reafon  why  they  arc  thought  so  contain  fo  little  »»*  bccaufe 
perfons  do  but  fupeifioially  read  them.  The  treafurea  which  arc 
hid  underneath  are  not  obferved.  They  only  look  on  the  top  of 
the  ground,  and  fo  fuddenly  pafs  a  judgement  that  there  is  nothing 
there.  But  they  never  dig  into  the  mine  :  if  they  did,  they  would 
find  it  richly  ftored  with  fiber  and  gold,  and  would  be  abundantly 

requited  for  thsir  pains.  ^ 

What  has  been  faid,  may  fhow  u§  what  a  precious  Jrcafure  God 

has  committed  into  our  hands,  in  that  he  ha*  given  us  the  Bible. 
How  little  do  moft  perfons  coniider,  how  much  they  enjoy,  in  that 
they  have  the  poiTedton  of  that  holy  book  tha  Bible,  which  they 
have  in  their  hands,  and  may  convcrfe  with  it  a*  they  pleafe.  What 
an  excellent  book  is  this,snd  how  far  exceeding  *11  human  writing*, 
that  reveals  God  to  us,  and  gives  us  a  view  of  the  grand  defign  and 
glorious  feheme  of  providence  from  the  beginning  of  the  world, 
either  in  hiftory  or  prophecy  ;  that  reveals  the  great  Redeemer  and 
hit  glorious  redemption,  and  the  various  ftepi  by  which  God  ac¬ 
complices  it  from  the  fir foundation  to  the  top*ftone  !  Shall 
we  prize  an  hiftory  which  gives  us  a  clear  account  of  fome  great 
earthly  prince,  or  mighty  warrior,  as  of  Alexander  the  Great,  Of 
Julius  Cxfar,  or  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  ?  and  (hall  we  rot  prize 
the  hiftory  that  God  gives  us  of  the  glorious  kingdom  of  hi*  Soa 
jefus  Chrift,  the  Prince  and  Saviour,  and  of  the  wars  and  other 
great  tranfadions  of  that  King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of  armies,  the 
Lord  mighty  in  battle  ?  the  hiftory  of  tha  things  which  ha  has 
wrought  for  the  redemption  of  his  chofen  people  ; 

VII.  What  has  been  faid,  may  make  us  fenfible  how  much  mo^ 
perfons  are  to  blame  for  their  inattentive,  unobfervant  way  of 
reading  the  feriptures.  How  much  do  the  feriptures  contain,  if 
it  were  but  obferved  ?  The  Bible  is  the  moft  comprcbcnfive  book 
in  the  world.  But  what  will  all  this  fignify  to  us,  if  we  read  it 
without  obferving  what  is  the  drift  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  in  it  ?  The 
Pfalmift,  Pfal.  cxix.  18.  begs  of  God,  “  That  h*  would  enlighten 
his  eyes  that  he  might  behold  wondrous  things  out  of  his  law.** 
The  feriptures  arc  full  *f  wondrous  things.  Thofe  hiftories  which 
are  commonly  read  as  if  they  were  only  hiftories  of  the  private 
concerns  of  fuch  and  fuch  particular  perfons,  fuch  as  the  hiftories 
©f  Abraham,  lfaac,  and  Jacob,  and  Jofcpb,  and  the  hiftory  of 
Ruth,  and  the  hiftories  of  particular  lawgivers  and  princes,  as  the 
hiftory  of  Jofhua  and  the  Judges,  and  David,  and  the  Ifraeluifla 
princes,  are  accounts  of  vaftly  greater  things,  things  of  greater  im¬ 
portance,  and  more  extenfive  concernment*  than  they  that  read 
tfeem  are  commonly  aware  of.  The 
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The  fuftohei  of  feripture  are  commonly  read  as  if  they  were  fro* 
rici  written  only  to  entertain  mens  fancies,  *nd  to  while  away 
their  leifure  hours,  when  the  infiainitely  great  things  contained  off 
pointed  at  in  them  are  pdfed  over  and  never  taken  notice  of.  What¬ 
ever  trtifures  the  fcripturcs  contain,  we  (hall  be  never  the  bet.er 
for  them  if  we  do  not  obferve  them.  He  shat  has  a  Bible,  and 
does  not  obferve  what  is  contained  io  it,  is  like  a  man  who  has  a 
bos  full  of  filver  and  gold,  and  does  not  know  it,  does  not  obferv® 
that  it  it  any  thing  more  than  avclfd  filled  with  common  ftoncs. 
As  long  as  it  is  thus  w  ith  him,  he  will  be  never  the  better  for  hi* 
treafurc  :  for  he  that  knows  not  that  be  has  a  tresfurc,  will  never 
mikeufe  f  what  he  ban*  and  fo  might  as  well  be  without  it.  He 
who  h  i*  a  plenty  of  }hechoicefl  food  ftored  up  in  his  houfe,  and 
doss  not  know  it,  will  never  fa&e  what  he  has,  and  will  be  as  like¬ 
ly  to  ftarve  as  if  his  houfe  were  empty. 

VI 11,  What  has  been  faid,  may  fhow  us  how  great  a  perfon 
Jcfus  Chrift  is,  and  how  great  an  errand  he  came  into  the  world 
upon,  feeing  there  was  fo  much  done  to  prepare  the  way  for  hi* 
coming.  God  had  been  doing  nothing  elfe  but  prepare  the  way  for 
bis  coming,  and  doing  the  work  which  he  had  to  do  in  the  world* 
thro*  si)  ages  of  the  world  from  the  very  beginning,  if  we  had  notie* 
of  a  certain  Granger's  being  about  to  come  into  a  country,  and 
fhould  cbferve  {hat  a  great  preparation  was  made  for  bis  coming, 
that  many  months  were  t^ken  up  in  it,  and  great  things  were  done, 
many  great  alterations  were  made  in  the  ftate  of  the  whole  coun¬ 
try,  and  that  many  hands  were  employed,  and  perfons  of  great 
Bote  were  engaged  in  m  iking  preparation  for  the  coming  of  this 
perfon,  and  the  whole  country  was  overturned,  and  all  the  affaiis 
and  concerns  of  the  country  were  ordered  fo  as  to  be  fubfervisot  t® 
the  defign  of  entertaining  that  perfon  whan  he  Oiould  come  ;  it 
would  be  natural  for  us  to  ihink  with  ourfdves,  why,  furdy,  this 
.  perfon  is  fome  extraordinary  perfoa  indeed,  and  it  is  fome  very^ 
great  bufinefi  that  he  is  coming  upon. 

How  greata  perfon  then  muft  he  be,  fotr  whofe  coming  into  the 
world  the  great  God  of  heaven  and  earth, and  governor  of  til  things, 
fpent  four  thoufand  years  in  preparing  the  way,  going  about  it 
foon  after  the  world  was  created,  and  from  age  to  agt  doing  great 
thing*,  bringing  mighty  events  to  pafi,  aecomplifhiag  wonder* 
without  number,  often  overturning  the  world  in  order  to  it,  ending 
every  thing  in  the  flats  of  mankind, and  all  revolutions  and  changes 
in  the  habitable  world  from  generation  to  generation  to  be  fubfer- 
vient  to  this  great  defign  >  Surely  this  muft  be  fomc  great  and  ex* 
traordinary  perfon  indeed,  and  a  great  work  indeed  it  muft  need# 
kc  that  he  it  coding  about. 
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Wc  rmd,  Mstth  xxi.  8.  9. 10.  ibat  whenCbtift  was  ceasing  into 
JcrufaUm,  and  the  multitude*  ran  before  hita,and  cut  down  bunches 
of  palm-trees,  and  ftrewed  them  in  ibe  way,  and  others  fpte.d  tceir 
p.tments  in  the  way,  and  eried/'Hafanaa  to  the  fon  of  David”  that 
the  whole  city  was  snored,  faying,  Who  i.  this  ?  They  wondered 
who  that  extraodbary  perfon  fcould  be,  that  there  fhould  be  foch  aa 
ado  made  on  occafioa  of  hit  coming  into  the  eity,  and  to  prepue  the 
way  before  him.  But  if  we  cor.fiaer  what  has  been  faid  on  this  iul  jeht, 
what  great  things  was  done  in  al!  ages  to  prepare  the  way  fotCbrifi  * 
coming  into  the  world,  and  bow  the  world  wai  often  overturned  to 
make  way  for  it,  much  more  may  we  ery  out,  Who  i»  tbit  >  .  What 
great  perfon  is  this  i.  and  fay,  as  in  Pfal.xxiv.  B.  10.  Who  is  thus 
King  of  glory,”  thitGad  fcouM.fkow  fuch  refptft,  and  put  tu^vaft 
honour  upon  him  ?  Surely  this  perfon  is  honourable  indeed  icGod  * 
ayes,  and  greatly  beloved  of  him  ;  and  furely  it  i»  a  great  itnaad! 
epon  which  he  it  feat  into  the  world* 

PERIOD  II. 

HA  V I N  O  ftown  how  the  work  of  redemption  wai  earned 
on  through  the  firft  period, from  the  fall  of  to  the  lnc*t- 
isation  of  Cbrift,  1  come  bow  to  the  (ceond  period,  riz.  the  tins© 
of  Chrift’s  humiliation,  or  the  fpacc  fros^  the  incarnation  ofChrift 
k*  the  re  furred  ion.  This  i*  the  moft  remarkable  article  of  time 
that  ever  was,  or  ever  will  be.  T^o*  it  W2§  but  between  30  and  40 
yean,  yet  more  wai  done  in  it  thin  had  been  dose,  from  the  be- 
ginning  of  the  world  to  that  time,  We  have  obfcrvtd,  that  alj 
that  had  been  done  from  the  fall  to  the  incarnation  of  Cfcrif!  r  was 


only  preparatory  for  what  was  done  now.  It  may  alfo  be  driv¬ 
ed,  that  all  that  wai  done  before  the  beginning  of  time,  in  the  erer- 
nal  council*  of  God,  and  that  eternal  tranfaftion  there  wasbetweea 
the  perfons  of  the  Tiinity,  chicly  refpeded  this  petied.  We 
therefore  now  proceed  to  conftdcr  the  ft  and  prcpcfi'io*,  viz. 

That  during  the  time  6f  Chrlft**  humiliatio»#  from  his  iacsrna* 
lion  to  hii  refurrc£lion,  the  perchafc  of  redemption  wai  nj*de. 

Though  there  were  maay  things  done  in  the  affair  of  redemption 
from  the  fill  of  man  to  this  time,  though  million*  of  facnfcee*  had 
been  offered  up  ;  yet  nothing  wai  done  to  purchafc  redemption  be-' 
fore  Ghrift’i  In  tarnation  :  no  p*rt  of  the  purchaft  w«»  made,  do 
part  of  the  prise  wti  offered  till  now.  Bat  a*  foon  a*  Chrift  was 
incarnate, then  the  pnrehafe  began  immediately  without  any  delays 
And  the  whole  time  of  thrift’ *  humiliation,  from  the  morning  thai 
Chrift  began  to  be  incarnate,  till  the  morning  that  he  arof*  from 
the  dead,  wai  taken  up  in  this  purchafe.  And  then  the  purchaf® 
wai  entirely  and  coaapltatly  ficiflied.  Ai  nothing  wai  done  befor® 

Sfhrift’i  incarAa&ionj  fo  aothlfig  wai  done  after  his  refurre&ion,  t# 

E  purchafe*  v 


purchafe  redemption  for  at  a.  N~r  will  there  ever  be  any  thing 
more  done  to  all  eternity.  But  that  eery  time  that  the  human 
nature  of  Chrift  ceafed  to  remain  under  the  power  of  death,  the 
vtmoft  farthing  was  paid  of  the  price  of  the  faivatien  of  every  one 
of  the  cleft. 

But  for  the  more  orderly  aad  regular  confederation  of  the  great 
things  done  by  our  Redeemer  to  purchafe  redemption  for  tu, 
x.  1  would  fpeak  of  Chrift's  becoming  incarnate  to  capacitate 
himfclf  for  this  purchafe  ;-—and,  * 

2.  1  would  fpcakof  the  purchafe  itfelf. 


PART  I 


I R  S  T,  I  would  eonfider  Ch rift's  coming  into  the  world,  o t 


X  his  taking  upon  him  our  nature  to  put  hiaafetf  in  a  capacity 
to  purehafe  redemption  for  us. -Chrift  became  incarnate, 
or,  which  is  the  fame  thing,  became  man,  to  put  himfclf  in  a  ca¬ 
pacity  for  working  out  our  redemption  :  for  though  Chrift,  as  God, 
was  infinitely  fufficicnt  for  the  work,  yet  to  his  being  in  an  imme¬ 
diate  capacity  for  it,  it  was  needful  that  he  ftould  not  only  be  God 
but  man.  If  Chrift  had  remained  only  in  the  divine  nature,  bg 
would  not  have  been  in  a  capacity  to  have  purchaftd  eur  faivatien  ; 
not  from  any  imperfection  of  the  divine  nature, but  by  reafon  of  its 
abfolute  and  infinite  perfection  :  for  Chrift,  merely  as  God,  was 
not  capable  either  of  that  obedience  or  fufering  that  was  needful. 
The  divine  nature  is  not  capable  of  fullering  :  for  it  is  infinitely 
above  all  fullering.  Neither  is  it  capable  of  obedience  to  that  law 
that  was  given  to  man.  It  is  as  impoffibk  that  one  who  is  onlyGod, 
Should  obey  the  law  that  was  given  to  man,  as  it  is  that  he  Should 
fuffsr  man's  punifhment.  / 

It  was  neceifary  not  only  that  Chrift  fttould  take  upon  him  a 
treated  nature,  but  that  he  Should  take  upon  him  our  name.  It 
would  not  have  fuiftced  for  us  for  Chrift  to  have  become  an  angel, 
and  to  have  obeyed  and  fuffered  in  the  angelic  nature.  But  it  was 
nceefTary  that  he  Should  become  a  man,  and  that  upon  three  accounts. 

I;  It  wat  nttiful  to  an  flair  tki  taw,  that  that  natart Jhvvld 
$biy  tki  law ,  to  xvkffh  tki  law  wat  give  ft.  Min's  law  could  not  be 
aafwercd,  but  by  being  obeyed  by  man*  God  infilled  upon  it, 
that  the  law  which  be  had  given  to  man  Should  he  honoured  and 
fubmitted  to,  and  fulfilled  by  the  nature  of  man,  otherwife  the  law 
could  not  be  anfwered  for  men.  The  words  that  were  fpoken,Tho» 
ftujlt  hot  eat  thereof.  Thou  Ault,  or  Thou  fhalt  not  do  thus  or  thus, 
were  fpoktn  to  the  race  of  mankind,  to  the  human  nature  ;  and 
therefore  the  human  nature  muft  fulfil  them*. 

4*  It  vttu  nttiful  t*  ittfvnf  r|e  law  that  tk$  utsrt  tkat  ft***# 
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*  u  Theft  word*.  “  Thou  fbalt  furely  die,"  refpcft  ‘he 

fiitl  4  •  ,  ,  ..  »0  which  the  command  wai  {i* *•» 

human  nature,  the  fame  nature  to  wihco 

,he  nature  to  which  ill*  threatening  wa»  dtrefted. 

x  cTLm.«,'k*> 

friend  mfti.  JfteaW  aifo  bo  xhtfiagi  of  hi,  rtdcmpuo*.  e 
Tetd  often  of  hi.  coming  into  the  world  to  f-c  finnerMnd  a  G.o  . 
fending  him  into  the  world  for  tbt*  purpofe.  It  w  ^  and 

ItoU  «...  k»  .bU  faM.  »*■"•  hc 

eejr.-r.s  7“ r  hr?  7= ssm 

and  that  he  (hould  tabernacle  with  ui :  John  1.  14. 
w»  made  ILfh,  and  dwelt  among  u».  .  . 

Concehiino  the  incarnation  of  Chrift,  I  would  ob  etv 

^‘CSt-ShfeUi  la  which  efpeciallytwo  thing,  are 

to  be  e°^ceor;J;p’:*,j  Which  wa,  in  the  womb  °fon*  of  the  race 

Of  mankind,  whereby  he  became  truly  the  Son  of  man,  h 

often  called.  He  wa«  one  of  the  poftenty  of  Jy£ 

Of  Abraham,  and  a  fon  of  Divid  according  «o 

But  hi.  conception  w»  not  in  the  way  of  ordinary 

by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghoft.  Cbrift t  .  a. .formed l» the  womb 

of  the  Vircm.  of  the  fubftaucc  of  her  body,  by  the  p 

JSS  «.  *»  b. ...  *.  »»•«•'• ""  '•JKZZ 

feed  of  the  woman,  and  the  son  ox  a  *  ir&m* 

kTZU  ~ - Though  the  conception  of  Chrift  wa* 

,,**  a”al  v*«  af«t  be  war  conceived,  and  fo  the  incarnation  ef 
Chrift  begun, hi.  human  nature  wa,  gradually  perfected  » » »J«  ™>* 
of  the  virgin,  in  a  way  of  natural  progrefs  ;  and  fob  .  bmb  wa  ^ 
a  way  of  nature.  But  hi.  conception  being  fupernatural.by  ‘he  pow 
of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  he  wa.  both  conceived  and  bora  without  fin. 

II  The  feeond  thing  I  would  obferve  concerning  the  ‘"carna¬ 
tion  of  Chrift,  i.  the  ft.lnef.of  the  time  in  which  it  wa.aco.phlh- 
et)  1,  wl,  after  thing,  had  been  preparing  for  it  from  the  very 
firft  fall  of  mankind,  and  when  all  thing!  were  ready  It  came  to 
oaf*  at  a  time,  which  in  infinite  wifdom  was  thewoft  hi  and  pro- 
per  :  Oil.  iv.  4.  “  But  when  the  fulnefsof  t ime  w«  come,  ©o& 
Unt  forth  hi*  Son,  made  of  &  woman,  made  under  the  law. 

It  was  now  the  moft  prop *r  time  on  every  account.  Any  t:me 
before  the  flood  would  not  tave  been  fo  fit  £  time.  For  then  the 
aifebief  and  ruin  that  the  fait  brought  on  mankmd,  wai  cot  fo 
fully  feen.  The  carle  did  not  fo  fully  comf  on  the  earth  before 

&.  food,  as  it  did  afterwards for  though  the  giatrnd  earf«* 

-  Ml 
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in  a  gr«t  rnsafur*  before,  yet  ii  pies  fed  God  that  the  eurfe  fhould 
before  the  refloration  by  Chrift,  beewcuttd  in  an  univerfal 

a  T’  V  “  W*fS'  tllC  w y  form  o{  *fec  ««b.  the  dire 
“  of  ‘*l!  “t'sht  or.se  in  fuch  a  way  be  fetn  before  the  re- 
eoveiy  by  Ghrift.  Vbough  mankind  were  mortal  before  the  flood, 
yet  •'their  lives  were  the  greater  part  of  a  thoufand  years  in  length, 
?  kind  o?  immortality  in  eomparifoft  with  what  the  life  of  mail 
«  now.  Jt  re  fed  Qod,  thst  shat  eurfe,  f?  Dull  thou  an,  and  ut>t« 
auft  thou  fhalt  return,”  ihotild  have  its  full accompliflunent,  and  be 
txeentsd  in  its  greateft  degree  on  mankind,  beiote  the  Redeemer 
Came  to  pure hsfe  a  never- ceding  life  for 

„  It  would  not  have  been  fo  fi ta  time  for  Chrift  to  coase,  after  the 
Hood,  before  Motes  *  time  :  for  till  then  mankind  were  cot  fo  uni- 
vzthlly  apoftati^d  fro®  the  true  Gad;  they  were  not  fallen  uni* 
▼erfal.y  into  Heathen i*vd*rkn«ft ;  and  fo  the  need  of  Chrift,  the 
light  of  the  world,  iru  not  fo  evident  ;  and  the  Wu!  confluence 
Wih*f**i  Wb  refpe.a  to  ..snaM  mortality  4  was  not  fo  fully'  mani- 

tiy  th«n  i  frr  mail's  life  wp  not  fo  jfoorined  '  as  to  be  reduce^ 
fo  the  prefeni  fcaadxrd  sill  about  Motel's  tlrac. 

It  was  moft  fit  that  rhe  time  of  the  Mcfliah's  coming  fhould  cot 
be  till  many  agss  after  Mofet's  time  j  till  all  nations,  but  the  chil- 
of  ifrael,  aad  lain  long  in  HcAthenifti  darknefs  ;  that  the  re- 
mzdikffmto  of  their  . difeafe  might  by  long  experience  be  feen,  and 
fo  the  abfohite  leceffity  of  the  heavsniy  phyftcian,  before  he  came. 

Another  reafon  why  Cfcrift  did  not  come  foon  after  the  flood  pro- 
baoly  was,  that  the  earth  might  be  full  of  people,  that  Cbrift  might 
have  the  more  extentere  kingdom,  and  that  tb«  dfc&s  of  his  light, 
and  power,  aad  grace,  might  be  glorified,  and  that  his  vkl  ©ry 
©ver  Satan  might  be  attended  with  the  more  glory  in  the  multitude 
of  his  conquers.  It  was  alfo  needful  that  the  coming  of  Chrift 
fhould  be  many  ages  after  Motes,  that  the  church  might  he  prepar¬ 
ed  nbteh  was  formed  by  Motes  for  hi*  coming,  by  the  Meffiah't 
feeing  long  prefigured,  by  bis  bskig  many  ways  foretold,  ssd  by 
his  b sing  long  exported.  U  was  not  proper  that  Chrift  &0uid 
come  before  the  '"Babylon  captivity *  becaute  Satan’s  kingdom 
was  not  then  come ■to-thc'  height.  Inc  Heathen  world  before  that 
confined  of  iefij?  kingdoms.  But  God  few  meet  that  the  Mciltah 
isouH  co©2  In, the  time  of  one  of  the  four  great  monarchies  of  the 
world.  Nor  was  it.  proper  that  fee  fibould  come  in  the  time  of  the 
Baby  Ion  ifb  monarchy  ;  for  it  was  God's  will,  that  fevsral  general 
monarchies  fiapuld  follow  one  another,  and  that  the  coming  of  the 
Meftiah  fbould  be  in  the  time  of  the  laft,  which  appeared  above 
them  all.  The  Ferfian  monarchy,  by  overcoming  the  Babylonian* 
appeared  above  it  :  and  fo  theGreetan,  by  overcoming  the  Bcrfisn* 
appeared  ab©v«  tlat  :  aad  {or  the  fame  reafon,  the  Roman  abova 

tke 
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the  G  vcim:  Now  it  was  the  will  of  God,  that  his  Son  feould 
make  his  appearance  in  the  wciid  in  the  time  of  this  greateft  and 
firoagtft  monarchy,  which  was  Satan’s  viftble  kingdom  in  the 
world  ;  that,  by  overcoming  this,  he  might  vifibly  overcome  Sa¬ 
tan's  kingdom  ia  its  greateft  ftrengsh  and  glory,  and  fo  obtain  the 
snore  complete  triumph  ove.’  Satan  himfelf. 

It  was  not  proper  that  thrift  ffcjuld  come  before  the  Babylonifk 
captivity.  For,  before  that,  we  have  not  hiflories  of  the  ffate  of 
the  Heathen  world,  to  give  us  an  idea  of  the  need  of  a  faviour. 
And  befiics,  before  that,  learning  did  not  much  flouiife,  and  f® 
there  had  not  been  an  opportunity  to  feow  the  infufficicncy  of  hu¬ 
man  learning  and  wifdcm  to  reform  and  fave  mankind.  Again, 
before  that,  the  Jews  were  not  difperftd  over  the  world,  as  they 
were  afterwards  ;  and  fo  things  were  not  prepared  in  this  refpeft 
for  the  coming-  of  Chrift.  The  necc fifty  of  abolifhir.g  the  Jewiffe 
difpenfation  was  net  then  fo  apparent  as  it  was  afterwards,  by  rca- 
fon  of  the  difperfion  of  the  Jews  j  neither  was  the  way  prepared 
for  the  propagation  of  the  gofpsi,  as  it  was  afterwards,  by  the  fame 
difperfion.  M*ny  other  things  might  be  mentioned,  by  which  it 
would  appear,  that  no  other  time  before  that  very  time  in  which 
Chrift  did  come,  would  have  been  proper  for  his  appearing  in  the 
world  to  purebafe  the  redemption  of  men. 

III.  The  next  thing  that  1  would  obferve  concerning  the  incar¬ 

nation  ©f  Chrift,  is  the  grestnefs  of  this  event.  Chris’s  incarnati* 
®n  was  a  greater  and  more  wonderful  thing  than  ever  had  come  to 
pafs  ;  aid  there  h2s  been  but  one  that  has  ever  come  to  ptfs  which 
was  greater,  ai*d  that  was  the  death  of  Chrift, which  was  afterwards. 
But  Chrift’s  incarnation  was  a  greater  thing  than  had  ever  come  to 
pafs  before.  Ti  e  creation  of  the  world  was  a  very  great  thing, 
but  not  fo  great  a  thing  as  the  incantation  of  Chrift,  It  was  a  great 
thing  for  Gcd  to  make  the  creature,  but  not  f©  great  as  for  God,  at 
for  the  creator  himfelf,  to  become  a  creature.  W«  have  fpoken 
of  mifcy  great  things  that  were  aecocnplifeed  from  one  sge  to  aao- 
thcr,  in  the  ages  between  the  fall  of  man  and  the  incarnation  of 
Chrift  :  but  God’s  becoming  man  was  a  greater  thing  thaw  they  aM. 
When  Chrift  was  born,  the  grealeft  perfen  was  born  that  ever  was, 
or  ever  will  be  born.  \ 

IV.  What  I  would  next  obftrve  concerning  tke  Incarnation  of 
Chrift,  are  the  remarkable  circuoaftances  of  it  ;  fuck  as  hi#  being 
born  of  a  poor  virgin,  that  was  a  pious  holy  perfon,  but  poor,  as 
appeared  by  her  offering  st  her  purification  :  Luke  ii.  24,  *'  And 
to  offer  a  facrifise  according  to  that  which  is  laid  in  the  law  of  the 
Lord,  a  pair  of  turtle  doves,  or  two  young  pigeons.”  Which  re¬ 
fers  to  Lev.  v.  7.  “  And  if  (he  be  not  able  to  bring  a  lamb,  then 
fee  feall  bring  two  turtles,  or  two  young  pigeons.”  And  this  poor 

virgin 
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virgiq  was  cfpoufcd  to  an  hufband  who  wss  a  po®r  man,  Though 
Ihcy  were  both  of  the  royal  family  of  David,  the  moft  honourable 
fam  ly,  and  Jofeph  was  the  rightful  heir  to  the  crown  ;  yet  the  fa- 
SRily  was  reduced  to  a  very  low  ftate  ;  which  is  reprefenud  by  the 
tabernacle  of  David’s  being  fallen  or  broken  down,  Ames  ix.  n. 
€t  In  tint  day  will  l  raif c  up  the  uberna.de'  of  David  that  is  fallen, 
and  clofc  up  the  breaches  thereof,  ^rad  I  will  raife  up  his  ruin?,  and 
I  will  build  it  as  in  the  days  $f  old/' 

He  was  born  iq  the  town  pf  Bethlehem,  as  was  foretold:  and 
there  was  a  very  remarkable  psovideece  of  God  to  bring  about, tht 
fulfilment  of  this  prophecy,  the  taxing  of  all  the  world  by  Auguf- 
tus  Casfar,  as  in  Luke  ii,  He  was  bom  in  a  very  low  condition, 
®vea  in  affable,  and  laid  in  a  manger. 

V ,  l  would  obferve  the  concomitants  of  this  great  event,  or  the 
remarkable  events  with  which  it  was  attended.*—— -  And, 

i  .  The  fir#  ihing  i  would  take  notice  of  that  attended  the  in- 
e&rnation  of  C.hrtft,  was  the  return  of  ike  Spirit ;  which  indeed  be- 
•  MpJ§.  before  the  incarnation  of  Chrift  ;  but  yet  was  given  on 
rs  of  that,  as  it  was  to  reveal  either  his  birth,  or  the  *birth  of 

I  have  before  obferved  how  the 
'  :  |^  $kst  the  book  cf  Malachi  was 
mi-.:  visions  and'  immediate  reve- 

_  Jlaftl bceafion,  they  are  granted 

anew,  and  the  Spirit  £»  -theft  cps$>:tfct*s  re  turns  again.  The  fir  ft  in- 
fiance  of  its  reftoration  chat  we  have  any  account  of  is  in  the  vlfion 
of  Z  scharias,  the  father  of  John  the  Bapiift,  which  we  read  of  in 
the  i  ft  chapter  of  Luke.  The  next  is  in  the  vifion  which  thcVirgin 
Miry  had,  of  which  we  read  a!fo  in  the  fame  ehspter.  The  third  is 
in  the  vt&on  which  jofeph  had,  of  which  we  read  in  the  ift  chapter 
of  Matthew,  In  the  sext  place,  the  Spirit  was  given  to  Elifabeth, 
Luke  i.  41.  Next,  it  was  given  to  Mary,  at  appears  by  her  fong, 
Luke  i.  46.  Ice.  Then  to  Zacbariah  again,  ibid.  ver.  64.  Then  it 
was  fent  to  the  fhepherds,  of  which  we  have  an  account  in  Luke  U. 

Then  it  was  given  toSimcofi,  Luke  ii.  35-,  Then  toAnr.a,  ver.  $6* 
Then  to  the  wife  men  in  the  eaft.  Then  to  Jofeph  again,  dire&iag 
kim  to  flee  into  Egypt,  and  after  that  dire&ing  his  return. 

2,  The  next  concomitant  of  Chrift’s  incarnation  that  I  would 
©feferve  is,  the  great  notice  that  was  taken  of  it  in  heaven,  and  om 
earth.  How  it  was  noticed  by  the  glorious  inhabitants  of  the  hea- 
ttniy  world,  appears  by  their  joyful  fongs  ca  this  occasion,  heard 
by  the  (hepherda  in  the  night.  This  was  the  greateft  event  of  Pro¬ 
vidence  that  ever  the  angels  had  beheld*  Wc  read  of  their  heging 
praifes  when  they  f<*w  the  formation  of  this  lower  woi id  :  Job 
xxxviii.  7.  44  When  the  merning-ftars  fang  together,  and  all  the 
fons  of  God  fhouted  for  joy,”  And  as  they  fang  praifes  then,  f« 
they  do  now,  on  this  much  greater  occafion,  of  the  birth  of  the 
Soa  of  God,  who  ii  the  crjstor  of  the  worid,  The 
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The  glorious  angels  had  ill  along  expected  this  event.  They  hi* 
t2kcn  great  notice  of  the  prophecies  and  proms  fes  of  thefe  thing* 
all  along  :  for  we  are  told,  that  the  angels  defirc  to  look  info  th® 
affitrs  of  redemption,  l  Pet.  I.  1 2,  They  had  all  along  been  the 
miaifttrsqfChrtft  in  this  sfTiir  of  fcd«mption,inall  the  fevcral  fiep s 
of  it  dawn  from  the  vtry  fall  oi  man*  So  we  read,  that  they  were 
employed  in  God'*  dealings  with  Abrahaoe,  and  in  hi*  dealing* 
with  Jacob,  and  in  his  dealing*  with  the  Ifraclirc*  from  time  to  time. 
And  doubtkfi  they  bad  long  jov fully  expetf ed  the  comii  %  of  Chrift  5 
hut  now  they  fee  it  accomplished,  and  therefore  gt catty  rejoice, 

and  fisg  praifei  on  thi*  occafroti.  # 

N^dce  was  taken  of  it  by  fotne  among  the  Jew*  j  a*  particularly 

by  Elizabeth  and  the  Virgin  Mary  before  the  birth  of  Chrift  ,  no* 
to  fay  by  John  the  Baptift  before  he  was  born,  when  be  leaped  in 
his  mother's  womb  as  it  were  for  j  y,  at  the  voice  of  the  Mutation 
of  Mary*  But  Elizabeth  and  Mary  do  moft  joyfully  praife  God 
together,  when  they  meet  with  Chrift  and  hi*  forerunner  in  their 
wombs,  and  the  Holy  Spirit  in  their  fouls.  And  afterward*  what 
joyful  notice  is  taken  of  this  event  by  tht  fhepherds,  and  by  thofe 
holy  perfons  Zacharias,  and  Simeon,  and  Anna  !  How  do  they 
praife  God  on  this  cccafion  l  Thus  the  church  of  God  in  heaven, 
and  the  church  on  earth,  do  as  it  were  unite  in  their  joy  and  praife 
sn  thi*  occahon, 

Notice  was  taken  of  it  by  the  Gentiles,  which  appeared  in  th® 
wife  men  of  the  call.  Great  part  of  the  univerfe  doe*  as  it  were 
take  a  joyful  notice  of  the  incarnation  of  Chrift,  Heaven  tikes 
notice  of  it,  and  the  inhabitants  fing  for  joy.  This  lower  world, 
the  world  of  mankind,  dots  ilfo  take  notice  of  it  in  both  parts  of 
it,  jews  and  Gentile*.  It  pieafed  God  to  put  honor  on  hit  Son, 
by  wonderfully  ftining  up  fo me  o‘  the  wlfeft  of  the  Gentilei  I® 
come  a  long  journey  to  fee  and  worfhip  the  Son  of  God  at  hit  birth, 
being  led  by  a  miraculous  ft ar,  fignifying  the  birth  of  that  glorious 
perfoo,  who  is  the  blight  and  sunning  fUr,  going  before, and  lead¬ 
ing  them  to  the  very  place  where  the  young  child  wat.  Some  think 
they  were  inftrufteO  by  the  proph  y  of  Balaam,  who  dwelt  in  th« 
taftern  parti,  and  foretold  Chrift’*  coming  as  a  ftar  that  fhould  rife 
•ut  Qf  Jacob.  Or  they  m-ght  be  inftiu&ed  by  that  general  expec¬ 
tation  there  was  of  the  coming  about  that  time,  before 

fpoken  of,  from  the  notice  they  had  of  it  by  the  prophecies  the  Jews 
had  of  him  in  their  difperfions  in  all  part*  of  the  world  at  that  time. 

,  %•  The  next  concomitant  of  the  birth  of  Chrift  wa»  hi*  circucn- 
•tdoa.  But  this  may  more  properly  be  fpeken  of  under  anothec 
head,  nnd  fo  1  will  not  infift  upon  it  now. 

4*  The  next  concomitant  wa#  hi*  firft  coming  into  the  fecond 
whish  vu  hit  being  brought  thither  when  an  infant,  01 
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occzfion  of  the  purification  of  the  blcfTcd  Virgin,  We  tezd,  Hagg* 
ii,  7-  “  The  dcftrc  of  all  nations  (hail  come,  axi  l  will  fill  (bin 

houfe  (or  temple)  with  glory."  And  is  Mai.  iii.  i.  •'  The  Lord, 
whom  ye  fcek,  fhsll  fuddenly  come  to  his  temple,  even  the  mef- 
fenger  cf  the  covenant."  And  now  Vsi  the  tirft  in  fiance  of  the 
fulfilment  of  thefe  prophecies. 

5 .  The  lafl  concomitant  I  fiiill  mention  is  the  fetptre’s  depart¬ 
ing  from  Jud£h,  in  the  death  of  Herod  the  Great.  The  feeptre 
had  never  totally  departed  from  Judah  till  now.  Judah’s  feeptre 
was  greatly  diminifhed  in  the  revolt  of  the  tew  tribes  injeroboara’f 
time  ;  and  the  feeptre  departed  from  Ifrael  or  Ephraim  at  the  time 
mi  the  captivity  of  the  ten  tribes  by  Shalmanefer.  But  yet  the  feeptre 
remained  in  the  tribe  af  Judah,  under  the  kings  of  the  houfe  of 
David,  And  when  the  tribes  of  Judah  and  Benjamin  were  carried 
ctptive  by  Nebuchadnezzar,  the  feeptre  of  Judah  ceafed  fora  little 
while,  till  the  return  from  the  eaptivity  under  #yr«»  :  and  then, 
though  they  were  not  an  independent  government,  as  they  bad  bees 
before,  but  owed  fealty  to  the  kings  of  ftifn  :  yet  their  gevernor 
was  of  themfelves,  who  had  the  power  oflife  and  death,  and  they 
were  governed  by  their  own  laws ;  and  fo  Judah  a  lawgiver 
from  between  his  feet  during  the  Perfiat*  and  Grecian  monarchies. 
Towards  the  latter  part  of  the  Grecian  monarchy,  the  people  were 
governed  by  kings  of  their  own,  of  the  race  of  the  Maccabets,  for 
the  greater  part  of  an  hundred  years ;  and  after  that  they  were  fub- 
dued  by  the  Rowans.  But  yet  the  Romans  fuffered  them  to  be 
governed  by-  their  own  laws,  and  to  have  a  king  of  tbeir  own- 
Herod  the  Great,  who  reigned  about  forty  years,  and  governed 
with  proper  kingly  authority,  only  paying  homage  to  the  Romans* 
But  presently  after  Chrift  was  born  fee  died,  as  we  have  an  account# 
Matth.il.  19.  and  Archtiaus  fucacaded  him  ;  bat  was  fooa  put 
powa  by  the  Roman  Emperor  j  and  than  the  feeptre  depart¬ 
ed  from  Judah.  There  were  no  more  temporal  kings  of  Judah 

after  that,  neither  had  that  people  their  governors  from  the  midfk 
of  themfeivts  after  that,  but  were  ruled  by  a  Roman  governor  fent 
among  them  ;  and  they  ceafed  any  mora  to  have  the  power  of  lif* 
and  death  among  thcmfclvts.  Hence  the  Jews  fay  to  Pilate,  “  Is 
|s  not  lawful  for  us  to  put  any  man  todeath,"  John  xviii,  31.  Thus 
tbs  feeptre  departed  from  Judah  when  &iioh  e«me« 
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HAVING  thus  eonldered  ChriB's  eomtng  into  the  world, 
and  hi*  taking  on  him  our  nature,  to  put  hiaafelf  in  a  capacity 
for  the  purehafe  of  redemption,  I  come  now,  Se«o  w  diy ,  to  fpeali 
of  the  purchafc  itfelf.'"  And  la  fpcaking  of  this,  I  would, 
y,  Show  what  is  iattaddd  by  the  purchafe  of  redtmptiot. 
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2-;  Obferve  fo®e  things  in  genera!  coneeruiog  thofe  thing*  by 
which  thi>  puichafa  was  uiacEr. 

j.  1  would  orderly  confider  thofe  thiags  which  Chiift  did  eatl! 
fidfered,  by  which  that  purchafe  was  made. 

*•  '■  *'  *  '*-  •  fv* '  v  *  •  W 

Sect.  I. 

IWOULD  (how  what  is  here  intended  by  Chrift’s  purchas¬ 
ing  redemption.  There  are  two  things  that  are  intended  by  i® 
viz.  his  fatisfadion,  and  his  merit.  AU  is  done  by  the  price  that 
Chrift  lays  down*  But  the  price  that  Chrift  laid  down  docs  tw@ 
things  :  it  pays  our  debt ,  and  fo  it  fatitfiet  :  by  its  ictrinfic  value, 
and  by  the  agreement  between  the  Father  and  the  Son,  it  procures 
a  title  to  us  for  bappinefs,  and  fo  it  merits.  The  fatisfadion 
of  Cfcnft  is  to  free  ua  from  mifery,  and  the  merit  of  Chrift  is  to 
purchafe  happinefs  for  us. 

The  word  purchafe ,  as  it  is  ufed  with  refped  to  the  purchafe  oft 
Chrift,  is  taken  either  more  ftridly  or  more  largely •  I*  is  often** 
limes  ufed  more  ftridiy  to  fignify  only  the  merit  of  Chrift  ;  and 
ibcneticACi  more  largely,  to  Signify  both  his  fatisfadion  and  merit, 
lodccc  moft  of  the  words  which  are  ufed  in  this  affair  have  varf* 
©us  bonifications*  ‘Thus  fomeumes  divines  ufe  merit  in  this  af¬ 
fair  for  the  whole  price  that  Chrift  offered,  both  fatisfadory,  and 
and  alfo  pofmvcly  meritorious*  And  fo  the  word  fatiifa&icn  is 
fometimes  ufed,  not  only  for  his  propitiation,  but  alfo  for  bis  me¬ 
ritorious  obedience.  For  in  fome  fenfe,  not  only  fuffering  the 
penalty,  but  pofifively  obeying,  ia  needful  to  fatisfy  the  law.  The 
sreafoa  of  this  various  ufe  of  shefe  terms  feems  to  be,  that  fatisfac« 
lion  and  merit  do  not  differ  fo  much  really  as  relatively.  They 
both  confift  in  paying  a  valuable  price,  sr  price  of  infinite  value  , 
but  only  that  price,  as  it  refpeds  a  debt  to  be  paid,  ii  called  fatir- 
f  action  ;  and  as  it  refpeds  a  pofi^ve  good  to  be  obtained,  is  called 
merit .  The  difference  between  paying  a  debt  and  making  a  po- 
Stive  purchafe  is  more  relative  than  it  is  eflcntial.  He  who  lays 
down  a  price  to  pay  a  debt,  docs  in  fame  fenfe  make  a  purchafe  e 
he  purchafe*  liberty  from  the  obligation*  And  he  who  lays  dowa 
a  price  to  purchafe  a  good,  does  as  tt  were  make  fatisfadion  :  he 
Satisfies  the  conditional,  demands  of  him  to  whom  be  pays  it*1 

This  may  fuffics  concerning  what  is  meant  by  the  purchafe  of 

Chrift* 

Sect.  II. 

IN  O  W  proceed  to  fome  general  obfervation?,  concerning 
thofe  things  by  which  this  pu  chafe  was  made.- - And  here, 

I.  I  would  obferve,  that  whatever  in  Chrift  had  the  nature  oft 
fatisfadion,  it  was  by  virtue  of  the  fuffermg  or  humiliation  that 
was  in  it;  But  whatever  had  the  nature  of  merit,  it  was  by  virtue 
#*  *ke  cbdkucs  or  lightsoulbef*  there  was  ia  it,  The  iitfifafti. 

2  Pi 
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on  of  Chrift  corfifts  in  his  aafwcring  the  demands  of  lair  on 
which  were  confequcnt  on  the  breach  of  the  law.  Tbcfe  were  an* 
fwered  by  furring  the  penalty  of  the  law.  Tbt  merit  of  Chrift 
confift*  in  what  he  did  to  anfwer  the  demand*  of  tho  law,  which 
were  prior  to  man's  breach  of  the  law,  or  to  fulfil  what  the  law 
demanded  before  man  finned,  which  was  obedience. 

The  fatisfa&ion  or  propitiation  of  Chrift  confifts  either  In  hi* 
fuffe'kjg  evil,  or  hi*  being  fubjed  to  abafement.  For  Chrift  did 
not  only  make  fatbfadion  by  proper  fuffering,  but  by  whatever 
bad  the  nature  of  humiliation,  and  abafement  cf  cifcumftances* 
Tbut  thrift  made  fatiafadion  for  in,  by  continuing  under  tbt  pow¬ 
er  of  death,  while  he  lay  buried  in  the  grave,  though  neither  his 
body  nor  foul  properly  endured  any  fuffering  after  he  wai  dead. 
Whatever  Chrift  was  fubjed  to  that  vrai  the  judicial  fruit  of  fin, 
bad  the  nature  of  fatiifadion  for  fia.  But  not  only  proper  fuffer- 
ing,  but  all  abafement  and  deprdfion  of  the  ftate  and  circumftaa- 
C€s  of  mankind  below  its  primitive  honour  and  dignity,  fuch  as 
his  body'*  remaining  under  death,  and  body  and  foul  remaining 
feparate,  and  other  things  that  might  be  mentioned,  are  the  judici¬ 
al  fruit*  of  fins  And  all  that  Chrift  did  in  his  ftate  of  humiliati¬ 
on,  that  had  the  nature  ©f  obedience  or  moral  virtue  er  goodnefs 
In  it,  in  one  refpeft  or  another  had  the  sature  of  merit  in  it,  and 
wa*  prrt  of  the  price  with  whic^he  purchafed  happinefs  for  the  eledb. 

a.  I  would  obfi^ve,  that  both  Cbrift’s  farisfadtion  for  fin,  and 
alfo  his  meriting  happinefs  by  his  righteoufnefs,  were  carried  on 
through  the  whole  time  of  his  humiliation.  Chrift'*  fatitfalrion 
'  for  fin  was  not  only  by  his  laft  ftffeiings,  though  it  was  principal¬ 
ly  by  them  ;  but  ill  his  furring*,  and  all  the  humiliation  that  he 
was  fuljcfl  to  from  the  fhft  moment  of  his  incarnation  to  his  re- 
fafre&ion,  were  propitiatory  or  fatisfa&ory.  Chris's  fatisfac- 
tion  was  chiefly  by  hi*  death,  bcc^ufc  his  iuffWings  and  humilia¬ 
tion  in  that  was  g^eateft.  But  all  his  other  fufterings,  and  all  bit 
other  humiliation,  all  along  had  the  nature  of  fatisfa&ion.  So 
had  the  mem  circumftasces  in  which  he  was  born.  His  being 
born  in  fuch  a  lew  condition,  was  to  make  fatisfa&ion  for 
fin.  His  being  bom  of  a  poor  virgin,  in  a  fUblc,  and  his  being 
laid  in  a  manger  5  his  taking  the  human  nature  upon  him  in  its 
low  ftatc,  and  under  thole  infirmities  brought  upon  it  by  the  fall  j 
his  being  born  in  the  form  of  finful  fkffe,  had  the  nature  of  fatis- 
f;ftion.  And  fo  all  his  fufferings  in  his  infancy  and  childhood, 
and  all  that  labour,  and  contempt,  and  reproaah,  and  temptation, 
and  difficulty  of  any  kind,  or  that  ho  fuffered  through  tho  whok 
eourfe  of  his  life,  was  of  a  propitiatory  and  fatisfaflory  nature. 

And  fo  his  purchafo  of  happinefs  by  his  righteoufoefs  was  alfo 

carried 
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earried  on  through  the  whole  time  of  hU  humiliation  till  hi.  refur* 
r'flion  •  not  only  in  that  obedience  he  performed  through  me 
oourfe  of  hi.  life,  but  alfo  in  the  obedience  he  performed  in  laying 

down  his  life.  t 

2.  It  was  by  the  fame  things  that  Chnft  hath  fatisfted  God  g 

tuftice  and  alfo  purchafcd  eternal  happinef*.  This  fat:*fa&ioa 
and  pat  chafe  pf  Chrift  were  not  only  both  carried  on  through  tht 
whole  time  of  ChriiVs  humiliation,  but  they  were  both  earned  o* 
by  the  fame  things.  He  did  not  make  fatisfatlion  by  feme  things 
that  he  did,  and  then  work  out  a  righteoufnefs  by  other  different 
things  :  but  in  the  fame  arts  by  which  he  wrought  out  righttouf- 
nefs.  he  alfo  made  fatisfa&ion,  but  only  taken  in  a  different  rela¬ 
tion.  One  and  the  fame  aa  of  Chrift,  countered  with  refped  t® 
the  obedience  there  was  in  it,  was  part  of  his  nghtcoufntfs,  and 
purchafed  heaven  :  butconfiiered  with  refped  to  the  fcl  Mental, 
and  difficulty,  and  humiliation,  with  which  be  performed  it,  had 
the  nature  of  fatiafaftion  for  fin,  and  procured  our  pardon.  Thus 
his  going  about  doing  good,  pieachifeg  the  gospel,  and  teaching 
his  difciples,  was  a  part  of  his  righteoufnefs,  ansi  purchafe  of  hea¬ 
ven,  as  it  was  done  ia  obedience  to  the  Father  ;  and  the  f^mc  was 
part  of  his  (itisfa&ion,  as  he  did  it  with  great  labour,  trouble,  and 
wearinefs,  and  under  great  temptations,  espcfmg  fc  We!f  hereby  t Q 
reproach  and  contempt,  his  hying  down  his  life  hao  the  na¬ 
ture  of  fatisfatlion  to  God's  offended  juftice,  confioered  as  his 
bearing  our  punifkment  in  our  ftead  r  buiccnfidered  as  an  atl  of  o- 
bcdicnce  to  God*  who  had  given  him  this  command,  that  be  (hculd 
lay  down  bis  life  for  firmer*,  it  was  a  part  o I  his  rightcoufr  efs, 
and  purchafe  of  heaven,  and  as  much  the  principal  part  of  his  righ- 
teoufnefi  as  it  was  the  principal  part  cf  his  fatisfatlion.  And  fo 
to  inflancc  in  his  qircuigtcifion,  what  he  fugbed  in  that,  had  the 
nature  of  fatisfatlion  :  the  blood  ih$t  vn s  fired  in  his  circumcifion 
was  propitiatory  bipod  ;  but  as  it  was  a  conformity  to  the  law  of 
Mofes,  it  was  pan  of  hi*  malarious  lightcoufneh.  Though  it 
was  not  properly  the  atl  of  his  human  nature,  he  being  an  infant ; 
yet  it  being  what  the  human  nature  was  the  fubjett  of,  and  being 
the  att  of  that  perfpn,  if  was  accepted  as  an  ad  of  his  obedience, 
as  our  mediator. 

And  fo  even  his  being  bom  in  fuck  a  low  condition,,  bad  the 
aature  of  fatisfatlion,  by  reafon  of  the  humiliation  that  was  in  it, 
and  alfo  of  righteoufnefs,  as  it  was  the  atl  of  his  perfon  in  obedi¬ 
ence  to  the  Father,  aad  what  the  human  nature  was  the  fui  j^tl  of, 
*nd  what  the  will  of  the  human  nature  did  acqjiefec  in,  though 
there  was  no  atl  of  the  will  of  the  human  nature  prior  to  it. 

These  things  may  fuifice  to  have  obferved  in  the  general  con¬ 
cerning  the  purchafe  Chxifl  made  of  redemption, 

.  ~  ~  Sac.  s*. 
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II  NOW  proceed  to  fpeafc  more  particularly  cf  thefe  things  vhlck 
Chrtfl  did,  and  was  she  {uhjtCt  of,  during  time  of  bl*  hu¬ 
miliation,  whereby  this  purchafe  was  made  - — -The  nature  of  the 
purchafc  of  Chriff,  as  it  has  been  explained,  leads  us  to  Consider 
thefe  things  under  twofold  view,  viz. 

I.  With  refpcdl  to  his  rigkteoufntft,  which  appeared  in  them*, 
2.  With  refped  to  the  fuff erings  and  humiliation  that  he  waf 
fubjedf  to  in  them  in  our  Head. 

§  I  I  will  conflder  the  thisgs  that  paffed  during  the  time  of 
Chrift’s  humiliation,  with  lefpedi  to  the  obedience  and  righteoufnefs 
that  he  exercifed  in  them.  And  this  is  fubje&  to  a  threefold  dif- 
iribution.  1  (hail  therefore  confider  his  obedience, 

X.  With  refpedl  to  the  law s  which  he  obeyed. 

2.  With  refped  to  the  different  flags  s  of  his  lift  in  which  he 
performed  it. 

3.  With  refpe$  to  she  virtues  he  exerefed  in  his  obedience. 

I.  Ths  fir  ft  diftribution  of  the  ads  of  Chrift's  righteoufnefs  is 
With  refpeft  to  the  laws  which  Chrifi  obeyed  in  that  rightcoufoefs 
which  he  performed.  But  here  it  muff  be  obferved  in  general,  that 
all  the  precepts  which  Chrift  obeyed  may  be  reduced  ro  one  lsw» 
and  that  is  that  which  the Apofflc  calls  the  law  of  works, Rom.  iii.  27. 
Every  command  that  Chrift  obeyed  may  be  reduced  to  that  great 
and  everlafting  law  cf  God  that  is  contained  in  the  covenant  of 
works,  that  eternal  rule  of  right  which  God  bad  eftabdfhed  between 
himfelf  and  mankind.  Chrift  came  into  the  world  to  fulfil  and 
&nfwer  the  covenant  of  works  ;  that  is,  the  covenant  that  is  to  ftssid 
forever  as  a  rule  of  judgment ;  and  that  Is  the  covenant  that  we  had 
fcroktn,  and  that  was  the  covenant  that  muft  be  fulfilled. 

This  law  of  works  indeed  irfciucks  all  the  laws  of  Gad  which  ever 
fiave  been  given  to  mankind  ;  for  it  ia  2  gsnera!  rule  of  the  kw  of 
"works,  and  indeed  of  the  law  of  nature.  That  God  h  to  be  obeyed, 
aad  ihv  he  ijiufl:  be  fubmitted  to  in  whatever  pbfitiv*  precept  ht  is 
jsleafed  to  give  us.  It  h  a  rule  of  the  law  of  works.  That  men 
Should  obey  their  earthly  parents  :  and  it  ia  certainly  as  much  a 
rule  of  the  fame  law,  That  ire  fhouid  obey  our  heavenly  Father  : 
and  (o  the  la  w  of  works  requires  obedience  to  all  poiitive  commands 
*»f  God.  It  required  Adam’s  obedience  to  that  pofidve  commasd, 
!Not  to  eat  of  the  forbidden  fruit  ;  and  it  required  obedience  of  the 
Jews  to  all  the  positive  commands  of  their  inftitution.  When  God 
commanded  Jonah  to  arife  and  go  to  Nineveh,  the  law  of  work® 
required  him  to  obey  ?  and  fo  h  required  ChrifTa  obedience  to  alt 
She  pofiiive  commands  which  God  gave  him. 

But  more  particularly,  the  commands  of  God  which  Chrifi  obeyed \ 

were 
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were  of  three  kind.  ;  they  were  either  fueh  as  he  was  fuhjeft  to 
merely  a,  man,  or  fuch  as  he  was  fubjeft  to  «,  h,  we,  e  J.vt,  or 

fueh  as  he  was  fubjeft  to  purely  at  Mt dialer. 

1.  He  obeyed  thofe  commands  which  he  was  fubjeft  to  merely 
as  man  :  and  they  were  the  commands  of  the  moral  law,  which  wae 
the  fame  with  that  which  was  given  at  Mount  Sinai,  written  in  two 
tables  of  ftone,  which  arc  obligatory  on  mankind  of  all  nations 

and  all  apes  of  the  world*  ■  ~ 

2.  He  obeyed  all  thofe  laws  he  was  fubjeft  to  as  be  was  a  Jew. 

Thus  he  was  fubjeft  to  the  ceremonial  law.  and  was  conformed  to ^l  . 
He  was  conformed  to  It  in  his  being  eircumcifed  the  eighth ^day 
and  he  ftriftty  obeyed  it  in  going  up  to  J«ufalem  to  the  templethree 
times  a-yesr  ;  at  lead  after  he  was  come  to  the  age  of  twelve  y  , 
which  feems  to  have  been  the  age  when  the  male,  began  to  go  up  to 
the  temple.  And  fo  Chrift  coaftantly  attended  the  fetvtce  of  the 

temple,  and  of  the  fynagoguet.  .  - 

To  this  head  of  his  obedience  to  the  law  that  he  was  fubjeftto  a, 

a  Jew,  may  be  reduced  his  fubmiflion  to  John’s  baptifm;  Fo*|t 
was  a  fpccial  command  to  the  Jews,  to  go  forth  to  John  the  Baptift, 
and  be  baptized  of  him  ;  and  therefore  Chrift  being  a  Jtw,  was  fub- 
je€l  to  this  command  :  and  therefore,  when  he  came  to  be  baptized 
of  John,  and  John  objefted,  that  he  had  more  need  to  come  to  him 
to  be  baptized  of  him,  he  gives  this  reafon  for  it,  That  it  was  need¬ 
ful  that  he  fhould  do  it,  that  he  might  fulfil  all  rightecufnefs.  See 

Math.  iii.  13.  14.  1$.  .  ■ 

3.  Another  law  that  Chrift  was  fubjeft  to,  was  the  mediatorial 

law,  which  contained  thofe  commands  of  God  to  which  he  was 
fubjeft,  not  merely  as  man,  nor  yet  as  a  Jew,  but  which  related 
purely  to  his  mediatorial  office.  Such  were  the  Command®  which 
th*  Father  gave  him,  to  teach  fuch  doftrinet,  to  preach  the  gofpel, 
to  work  fuch  miracles,  to  call  fuch  difciples,  to  appoint  Inch  <k~ 
dinances,  and  finally  to  lay  do\vn  hi*  life  :  for  he  did  all  thsfe 
things  in  obedience  to  commands  be  had  received  of  the  father,  a? 
he  often  tells  us*  And  thefs  commands  he  was  not  fubjeft  tc  merely 
as  man  ;  for  they  did  not  belong  to  other  men  1  &©?  ,<¥SS  h* 

fubjeft  to  them  as  a  Jew  ;  for  they  were  no  part  of  the  Mcfaic  law  ; 
but  they  were  commands  that  he  had  received  of  the  Father, 
purely  refpefted  the  work  he  was  to  do  in  the  world  in  his  me¬ 
diatorial  office* 

It  is  to  Be  obferved,  that  ChrifTs  rightecufnefs,  by  which  he  me¬ 
rited  heaven  for  himfclf,  and  all  who  believe  in  him,  cor  fifts  prin¬ 
cipally  in  his  obedience  to  this  mediatorial  law  :  for  iii  fulfilling 
this  law  confifted  his  chief  Work  and  buf.nefs  in  the  world.  The 
hiftory  of  the  evangelifts  is  chiefly  taken  up  in  giving  an  account 

cf  his  obedieaes  to  this  law  ;  srad  this  pa^t  oi  obedience 

that 
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*te!efo?iti^K  r  end4d  Whh  th'  gfCateft  difficu3,y  cf  ;  «»j 

ETT.^r*  '*  Wa’  moS  ■•*•»»».  Wh«  Chrift 

!  lW°r  d,by  :iriUC  0fbi,faeing  Mediator^,,  i„finitejy 

J  rri"nCe  *°  !h’Smtt!!atoria!  h  *  bdo°&  hU  going  through 

Jfif  bee,.'!n,n«  wilb  igoay  in  the  garden,  and 

ending  witn  his  rcfurrediqn. 

At  the  obedience  of  the  firft  Adana,  wherein  his  righ,eoufnef. 

wou. J  have  eonfifted,  if  he  bad  flood,  would  have  mainly  confifted, 

aot  his  in  obedience  to  the  moral  law,  to  which  he  was  fubject 

**!!*  y  B>  c,an*  bat  i°  his  obedience  to  that  fpecial  law  that  he  was 

'  a  !«  I0-3’  T'*1  bead  and  fure*y  of  mankind.even  the  command 
of  abftarnmg  from  the  tree  of  knowledge  of  good  and  evil ;  fo  the 

obedience  of  the  feeonid  Adsrc,  wherein  his  righteoufnefs  confifts, 
lies  KsasnSy,  not  in  his  obedience  of  the  law  that  he  was  fubie&  ta 
xnerely  as  min,  but  to  that  fpecial  law  which  he  was  fubieft  to  ia 
his  office  as  Mediator  and  iurety  for  man. 

Before  1  proceed  to  the  next  (fiftribuiipD  of  Chris's  righteouf. 

aefs,  I  would  obferye  thr^  things  concerning  Chrifft  obedience  to, 
ihffe  laws,  ' 

*•  He  performed  that  obedience  tp  them  which  was  in  every 
teipt&psrfc®.  It  was  univerfa!  as  to  the  kinds  of  laws  that  he 
futjwcl  to  g  he  ©be j  ed  each  of  thefe  thiee  ir*w#  j  and  it  was 
tmiverfa!  with  r«fped  to  every  individual  precept  contained  iq 
fchefs  i&ws„j  and  it  was  perfedt  as  to  each  command*  It  wax 
period  as  iopofnive  tranfgrcflions  avoided:  for  he  never  tran fgrdT- 
®i  in  one  ij&fknce  2  he  was  guilty  of  no  Ha  of  commi/Iion.  It  wav 
perfect  with  refp^d  to  the  work  commanded  ;  h|  per fc&ecl  the 
whole  work  at  each  commaad  u q. dyed,  and  never  was  guilty  of 
any  th  of  cmliliDn..  h  was  perfed  with  refped  to  the  principles 
from  whk.h  he  obeyed. :  his  heart  was  per%:\,  ins  principles  were 
wholly  right,  there  was  no  corruption  in  his  heart-  It  was  per- 
hd  with  refped  to  the  ends  he  afted  for  :  for  he  never  had  any 
ty  -ends,  but  alm:d  perfc&ly  at  fuch  ends  as  the  law  of  God  requir- 
,  ■  Iliyas  perfect  with  refpeft  to  the  manner  of  performance  : 
r*€::y  circumit&nce  of  each  act  was  perfectly  conformed  to  the  cotn- 
swand.  h  was  perf*&  with  reipea  to  the  degree  of  the  perform- 
race  :  he  acted  wholly  up  to  the  rule.  It  was  perfect  with  ref ped 
to  the  confrancy  of  obedience  ;  he  did  not  only  perfsdly  obey 
fometimes,  but  confi&atly  without  any  Interruption*  It  was  per- 
with  reipefl  to  perf  everaoce  :  he  held  out  in  perfed  obedience 
to  the  very  end,  through  all  the  changes  he  palled  through,  and  all 
*he  trials  that  were  before  him. 

{!&$' 13critQnoyfgc.fi  of  Chrift'i  ob$$eace5  depsstf*  on  the  per’ 
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jtaioo  of  ft-  If  irh»dfsi)<d  in  any  initance  of  perfsflion,  if 
Could  not  twve  btcn  iner*toriou»,:  fot  impel  tcil  obedience  i*  not 
accepted  as  a1  y  cbeoien.ce  .?  aD  lb  ihc  of  the  of  works^ 
which  w>s  that  law  ih*kCb;ift  to  ;  »or  thst  is  not  a*-* 

«cp:cd  as  an  obcCieacc  to  a  law  that  docs  sot  anfwer  that  law, 

2  Tne  iH  it  thiog  i  would  obferve  o ?  Chnft  s  obs  Kr*cc  is,  that 
tt  was  pCiioioicO  through  the  grcattlt  tcia;s  and  urn  potions  tha| 
sver  any  Gb>  d*<nee  vss.  hits  obedience  w;*s  aU£nd»J  with  the 
gfcateft  diffieubLs,  and  maii  exueam  abafctntnt  and  fullering 
that  ever  any  obe  Trice  was.  ;  which  was  anoioe;  thbigthat  *cn«* 
derad  it  mote  in  ^itor’ou*  vnd  ihank-wortdy.  To  obey  another 
when  hu  commands  areeaiy,  is  not  *c*  worthy,  as  it  is  to  obey 
when  ii  cannot  he  done  without  g*eat  difficulty. 

He  periprtn*d  th  i|  obedience  with  intiniie  refpccl  to  God, 
and  the  ionoir  of  his  Jaw.  The  obedience  he  penoiaoed  was  with 
infinitely  greater  love  to  God,  and  regard  to  his  authority,  thaa 
the  angels  perform  their  obedience  wish,  A  he  angtij  perform 
their  obedience  with  that  iove  which  is  perfect,  with  fiutef*  perfect 
lion  ;  but  Chiift  did  not  do  fo,  but  he  performed  his  obedience 
with  much  greater  love  than  the  angels  do  theirs,  even  infinite  love;; 
for  tho*  the  human  nature  of  Chrift  was  not  capable  of  love  abfo- 
iutely  infinite,  yet  ChrifT*  obedience  that  was  performed  in  that 
human  nature,  is  not  to  be  looked  upon  as  mcsrly  the  obedience  of 
the  human  nature,  but  the  obedience  of  his  perfon,  as  God  ram; 
and  there  was  infinite  love  of  the  perfon  of  Chrift  maniteft  in  that 
obedience.  And  this  together  with  the  infinite  dignity  of  the 
perfon  that  obeyed,  rendered  bis  obedience  infinitely  meritorious. 

II.  The  fecond  diftribution  of  the  a&s  of  Chrift’s  obedience, 
is  with  rcfpcfl  to  the  different  parts  cf  hit  life ,  wherein  they  were 
performed.  And  in  this  refpect  they  may  be  divided  into  thofe 
which  were  performed  in  private  life,  aad  thofe  which  were  per* 
formed  in  his  public  mini  dry. 

I  ft.  Thofe  afls  he  performed  during  hU  private  life.  He  was 
perfectly  obedient  in  his  childhood  He  infinitely  differed  from 
other  children,  who,  as  foonas  th*y  begin  to  adt*  begin  to  fin  and 
rebel.  He  was  fubjedl  to  hts  caithly  parents,  though  he  was  Lord 
of  all,  Luke  ii.5 1.  he  was  found  about  hit  Father’s  bufiaefs  at  twelve 
years  of  age  in  the  temple,  Luke  ii,  42  He  then  began  that 
work  that  he  had  to  do  in  fulfilment  of  the  mediatorial  law, 
which  the  Father  had  given  him.  He  continued  his  private  lifq 
for  about  thirty  years,  dwelling  at  Nazareth  in  the  houfe  of  his  re¬ 
puted  fatherjofeph}  where  he  fervecGod  a  in  private  capacity, and 
in  following  the  mechanical  trade,  the  bufinefs  of  a  carpenter. 

2d/y.  Tnofe  idh  which  he  performed  during  bis  public  miniflry 

which  began  when  he  was  about  thirty  years  of  age,  aad  continued 

>  ' 4  ,  '  whiefe 
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for  Jhe  three  laft  years  and  an  half  of  his  life.  Moft  of  the 


bftory  of  the  evangeliftsi,  taken  op  in  giving  an  account  of  what 
patted  during  thefe  three  year,  and  an  half  ;  f0  i,  all  the  hiftory  of 
the  Evangchft  Matthew,  excepting  the  two  firft  chapters.  So  i.  the 
whole  of  the  hiftory  of  the  Evangel.!,  Mark  ;  it  begin,  and  end. 
With  it.  And  fo  alfo  u  all  the  gofpel  of  John,  and  all  the  gofpel 
of  Luke  excepttng  the  two  firft  chapter. ;  excepting  alfo  wbat  we 
™d.'"  evangelifh  concerning  the  miniftry  of  John  the  Baptift. 
Qirtit .  firft  appearing  in  hi.  public  miniftry,  is  what  is  often  call¬ 
ed  his  coming,  in  fc,  ipture.  Thus  John  fpeaks  of  Chrift’,  coming 
a.  what  i.  yet  to  be,  though  he  had  been  born  long  before. 

Concerning  tnc  public  miniftry  of  Chrift,  I  would  obferve  the 
fo.low  .ng  thing,,  r.  The  forerunner  of  it.  a.  The  manner  of 
hi,  firft  wiring  upon  it.  j.  The  works  in  which  he  was  employed 
during  the  courfe  of  it ;  and,  4.  The  manner  of  hi.  finding  it. 

1.  ne  orcrunner  of  Chrift  .  comimg  in  hi,  public  miniftry 
was  John  the  Baptift  ;  He  came  preaching  repentance  for  the  ;<• 
»t!«lon  of  fin.,  to  make  way  for  Chrift’.  coming,  agreeable  to  the 
fsropheeses  of  him,  If.  xl.  3,  4.  5.  and  Matth.  iv.  y.  6.  Iti.  Tup- 
po.ed  that  John  the  Baptift  began  the  miniftry  about  three  years 
and  an  half  before  Chrift ;  fo  that  John’,  miniftry  and  Chrift’.  put 
logether.made  feven  years,  which  waa  the  laft  of  Daniel’.  we«k.  5 
and  this  time  is  intended  in  Dan.  ix.  a7.  **  He  will  confirm  the 
ttftrenant  with  many  for  one  week."  Chrift  came  in  the  midft  cf 
this  week,  viz.  in  tha  beginning  of  the  laft  half  of  it,  or  the  laft 
three  years  and  an  half,  a.  Daniel  foretold,  a,  in  the  verfe  juft  no® 
quoted  :  “  And  in  the  midft  of  the  week  he  (hall  eaufe  the  facrifice 
and  the  oblatlbn  to  ceafe."  John  Baptift’.  miniftry  confifted  prin- 
eipally  in  preaching  the  law,  to  awaken  ®ea  and  convince  the® 
of  fia,  to  prepare  men  for  the  coming  of  Chrift,t0  comfort  them  a. 
the  .aw  it  to  prepare  the  heart  for  the  .entertainment  of  the  (*ofpe3. 


A  very  remarkable  out  pourine  cf  the  Seirir  n,A  .T,— j.j 


borzoi  women  there  hath  not  rifen  a  greater  than  John  the  Bap^ 
Sift  ;  I.  t.  he  had  the  moft  honourable  office.  He  was  a.  the  morn¬ 
ing-liar,  which  is  the  harbinger  of  the  approaching  day,  and  fore¬ 
runner  of  the  riling  fun.  The  other  prophet,  were  ftars  that  wera 
fo  give  light  in  the  night ;  but  we  have  heard  how  tbflfe  ftats  went 
put  on  the  approach  of  thegofpd-day.  But  now  the  coming  of 
Chrift  being  very  nigh,  the  morning  ftar  eomes  before  him,  the 
Br^htcft  Bit.,  st  John  the  Baptift  wtt  the  gcciteft  of  all 
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When  Chrift  came  inhis  public  mini  Ary  ,the  light  os  that  morn- 
fng-ftar  decreafed  100  :  ss  wc  fee,  when  the  fjn  rifes,  it  dsmih'fhes 
the  light  of  the  morning- Aar,  So  John  the  Biptiit  fay*  of  bira- 
fsK,  John  iii  30.  “  He  rauft  inercafe,  but  l  rnuft  dcc^eafc.,, 
And  foon  after  ChriA  began  his  public  mini  Ary,  John  the  Baptrfl: 
was  put  to  death  ;  as  the  morning- Aar  is  viable  a  little  while  after 
the  fcn  is  rtfen,  yet  foon  goes  cut. 

2.  The  n*£t  thing  to  b#  taken  notice  of  is  ChrisTs  entrance  da 
Eis  public  miniftry,  which  was  by  baptifm, followed  with  the  temp¬ 
tation  in  the  wildcrnefs.  Hta  b  sptifm  was  as  it  were  his  fokmn 
Inauguration,  by  which  he  entered  on  his  mlniftry  ;  and  was  at¬ 
tended  with  his  being  anointed  with  the  Ho!y-Gbofi,  in  a  folemn 
and  vifible  manner,  the  HolyGboft  defeendirg  upon  him  in  a  vifibliS 
fhapeUkea  dove,  attended  with  a  voice  from  heaven,  faying* 
**  This  is  my  beloved  Son,  in  whom  I  am  well  pksfed,”  Matt. 
Iii.  16,  17. 

After  this  he  was  led  by  the  devil  into  the  wildernefs.  Sataa 
made  a  violent  onfet  upon  him  at  bis  flrft  entrance  on  his  work  ; 
and  now  he  had  a  remarkable  trial  of  bis  obedience;  but  he  go® 
she  vi&ory.  He  who  had  fuch  fuccefs  with  the  firft  Ad&m,  had 
none  with  the  fecond. 

3.  1  would  take  notice  of  the  work  in  which  ChriA  was 
employed  during  hii  miniftry.  And  here  are  three  things  chiefly 
to  be  taken  notice  of,  v  z  his  preaching,  his  working  miracles,, 
and  his  calling  and  appointing  d’foiples  and  minifiers  of  his 
kingdom* 

(1.)  His  preaching  the  gofpel.  Great  part  of  the  work  of  his 
public  miuiftry  conflfted  in  this  ;  and  much  of  that  obedience  by 
which  he  purchafed  faivation  for  us, was  inhis  fpcaking  thpfe  things 
which  the  Father  commanded  him.  He  more  clearly  and  abun¬ 
dantly  revealed  the  mind  and  will  of  Gcd,  than  ever  it  had  been 
revealed  before.  He  came  from  the  bofom  of  the  Father,  and  per¬ 
fectly  knew  his  mind,  and  was  in  the  beft  capacity  to  reveal  it. 
As  the  fun, as  foon  as  it  is  rifen,  begins  to  fhine  ;  foGhrift,  as  foon 
as  he  ea*e  into  his  public  miniflry,  began  to  enlighten  the  world 
with  his  do&rine.  As  the  law  was  given  at  Mount  Sinai,  fo  ChriA 
delivered  his  evangelical  doctrine,  full  of  blc flings, and  not  curfes5 
to  a  multitude  on  a  mountain,  as  we  have  an  account  in  the  cth 
6th*  and  7th  ehapters  of  Matthew.  J 

When  he  preached,  he  did  not  teach  as  the  feribes,  but  he  taught 
as  one  having  authority  ;  fo  that  his  hearers  were  aAonifhcd  at  his 
doarine.  He  did  not  reveal  the  mind  and  will  of  God  in  the 
Ayle  m  which  the  prophets  ufed  to  preach,  as  not  fpeakiog  their 
own  words,  but  the  words  of  another  ;  and  ufed  to  fpcak  in  fuck 
*  Ayle  as  this,  “  Thus  faith  the  Lord  ;M  but  Chuff,  in  fach  a  f\yh 


ai  this,  “I  fay  unto  you,”  thus  or  thus  ;  “  Verily,  verily,  I  {*f 
vwo  you.'*  He  delivered  his  do&rines,  not  only  as  the  do&rinei 
of  God  the  Father,  but  as  his  own  do&rincs,  He  gave  forth  h:* 
commands,  not  as  the  prophets  were  wont  to  do,  as  God’s  com¬ 
mands  but  as  his  own  commands.  He  fpakc  in  fuch  aftyle  as  tb  is, 
41  Fhii  is  my  commandment”  John  xv.  12.  “  Ye  are  my  friends, 
if  ye  do  wh^. foyer  I  command  you,”  ibid.  14. 

(2.)  Another  thing  th«t  Chri'ft  was  im ployed  in  during  the 
courfe  o-  h  %  minsftry,  v/zt  working  miracles.  Concerning  which 
we  niay  obfm’t;  fever  1  things 

Their  multitude.  Bcficies  particular  inflareef ,  we  often  have 
an  account  of  tnuiritudes  coming  at  case  with  dsfeafes,  and  hi* 
healing  them. 

They  were  works  of  mercy •  In  them  was  difplayed  not  only 
bis  infinite  power  and  greatnefs,  but  his  infinite  mercy  and  good- 
r.efs  He  went  about  doing  good,  healing  the  fick,  rdtarieg  %ht 
to  the  blind,  hearing  to  the  deaf,  and  the  proper  ufe  of  their  limb* 
to  the  lame  and  halt  $  feeding  the  hungry,  clearing  the  leprous  and 
railing  the  dead. 

They  were  almoft  all  of  them  fuch  at  had  been  fpoken  of  at  the 
peculiar  works  of  God ,  in  the  O.d  Teftament.  So  with  refpe& 
to  /tilling  the  fea,  Pfal.  cviL  29  “  He  maketh  the  florin  a  calm, 
fo  that  the  waves  thereof  are  full/'  So  39  to  walking  on  the  fea 
In  a  florin  :  job.  hr.  S.  *'  Which  alone — treadeth  upon  the  waves 
of  the  fea/*  So  as  to  cafliAg  out  devils :  Pfsl.  Ixxlv.  14*  “Thou 
breaker  the  heads  of  leviathan  in  pieces.’9  So  as  to  feeding  a 
multitude  in  a  wildernefs  :  Deut,  viiL  16.  **  Who  fed  thee  in  the 
wildernefs  with  manna/'  So  as  to  telling  mao’s  thoughts :  Ames 
iv.  13,  tf  Lo,  he  that- — dcclareth  unto  man  wbat  fa  his  thought— 
the  Lord,  the  God  of  hofls  it  his  came,”  So  as  t#  railing  the  dead: 
Pfa1.  Ixviii  20,  "UntoGod  the  Lord  belong  the  iiTues  from  death*’* 
So  as  to  opening  the  eyes  of  the  blind  :  Pfal.  cxlvi.  8.  "  The 
Lord  openctb  the  eyes  of  the  blind/*  So  as  to  healing  the  fick  : 
Pfal,  citi.  3  “  Who  healeth  all  thy  difeafes/*  So  as  to  lifting  up 
thofe  who  are  bowed  together  :  Pfa!,  cxlvi*  8, "  The  Lord  raifeth 
them  that  are  bowed  down.*' 

They  were  ia  general  fuch  works  as  were  images  of  tjii  great 
1 work  which  hs  came  to  work  on  mans  heart  ;  reprefenting  that  in¬ 
ward,  fpiritua!  cleanfing,  healing,  renovation,  and  refurredion, 
which  all  his  redeemed  are  the  fubje£is  of. 

Hr  wrought  them  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  flow,  that  he  did  them 
by  his  own  power,  and  not  by  the  power  of  another ,  as  the  other 
prepkets  did.  They  were  wont  to  work  all  their  miracles  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord  but  Chrift  wrought  in  his  own  name,  Mofea 

was  forbidden  to  cater  into  Canaan,  bccaufe  he  fccoied  by  his 

fpecck 


<fce  Work  of  REDEMPTION. 


m 


fn«eh  to  a  (fume  the  honour  of  working  only  one  mirsek  to  him- 
felf  Nor  did  Cbrift  work  miraclei  as  the  spo'.ics  oid,  who 


the  queftion,  "  Believe  I  am  able  to  do  this  i  Matth  w.  zS. 

(i  )  Another  thin-  thalChrift  did  in  toe  cpurfe  of  hu  muuftry, 
wm  to  c«II  his  difcipics.  He  cdled  maa>'  difc'Pl«-  rtere  w.ie 
many  .bat  he  employed  *  miniftcr,  ;  he  fent  feventy  d.fciples  at 
one  time  in  this  wo: !;  :  but  there  were  twelve  that  he  fet  apart  as 
Bpoftles,  who  were  the  grand  mmiforj  of  his  kingdom,  an<  as  t» 
were  the  twelve  foundations  of  his  chufch.See  Rev.  x*i.  1 4-  *  lie's 
were  the  main  ioftrumenii  of  fitting  up  his  kingdom  in  the  world, 
and  therefore  toll  fit  on  twelve  thrones,  judging  the  twelve  tubes 

a.  I  would  obferve  how  he  finlfeed  hi*  miniftry.  And  this  wsi 
(i .)  In  giving  his  dying  counfds  to  his  difciples,  and  that 
Ihould  be  his  difeipies,  which  we  have  recorded  particularly  la  the 

l A xh,  ,15th,  and  i6ih  chapter*  of  Jchr/s  g  Apt 1. 

(1,)  In  iaftituting  a  fokmn  memorial  of  his  death.  This  he 

did  in  iofthuting  the  fscr&ment  of  the  Lord's  fupper,  wherein  we 

hive  a  repsefentatien  of  his  body  broken,  and  of  his  bicod  feed. 

(3)  In  offering  up  bimfdf,  as  God's  high  prleft,  a  hcrificc  to 
God,  which  he  did  in  hb  Uft  fuffer'Ugs.  This  ad  he  did  as  God's 
minifter,  as  God's  anointed  pridl  ;  audit  was  the  gr cateft  ad  of 
hi*  public  miniftry,  the  greateft  ad  of  his  obedience,  by  which  he 
pus  chafed  heaven  for  believers*  Thcpriefls  of  old  uied  to  do  rr.a- 
ny  other  things  asGod’s  mini  fan  ;  but  then  were  they  in  the  high* 
•ft  execution  of  their  office  when  they  were  sduaiiy  offering  faci  i- 
ftceon  the  altar.  So  the  greateft  thing  that  Chrift  did  in  the 
eutioo  of  his  prieftly  office,  and  the  grtaieft  thing  that  he  ever  did, 

and  the  greaisft  thing  that  ever  \\*s  done,  was  the  offering  up  him- 
fclf  a  facrifsce  to  God .  Herein  he  wu  the  antetype  of  &li  that  had 
been  done  by  all  toe  pried*,  and  in  all  their  faciitices  and  offerings, 

from  the  beginning  of  the  world. 

Ill,  The  third  diftdbuuon  of  the  ad*  by  which  Chrsft  purebaf- 
ed  redemption,  regard*  tht  viriuss  that  Chri/i  txtrcijtd  and  mani- 
ftjttd  in  them.  And  here  I  would  obferve,  that  Chrift  in  doing 
the  work  that  he  h  id  to  do  here  in  the  world  for  our  rede mpi ion, 
exercifed  every  poffiblc  virtue  and  grace.  Indeed  there  a*c  fomc 
particular  virtues  that  finfid  man  may  have,  that  were  not  2c Chrift  ; 
not  from  any  want  or  defect  of  virtue,  but  besaufe  his  virtue  w‘4* 
perfect  and  without  defeat.  Such  is  the  virtue  of  re  pentance,  and 
brokennefs  of  heart  for  fin,  and  mortification,  and  denying  of  luff. 

Thofc  virtues  wee  la  Chrift*  bsoaufs  h%  had  no  fia  q!  hi*  owq 

to 
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in  h'm  wiiw  A*  "  tr‘  '  °‘  mcrc  crcat^rc.  Every  virtue 
iy  o”  afd  r  ,tfdf  ™  *"*«  -  him  thin  in  a- 

••nanv  o-hrr  d  g«al?r  advar,tag=,  tcfhhtc  in  hi*  th, 

-n  any  ct^cr.  »tri«  .virtue  ftunes  moft  when  moft  tried*  but 
ver  any  virtue  M  fuch  trials  a,  Cbrift'r  had. 

ibc  virtue  that  Chrift  exerciftd  in  the  work  he  did,  any  be  di- 

C  °j°  \  ^  VlZ  v*f*U45  ^ich  more  immediately  ref- 

lX?dt  5h.°/e  fUQhr  «mto«liateiy  leiptdt  himfeif,  and  ti.ofc 
which  immediately  refped  men. 

•  A  ^  ^r,UuS  ^htek  more  immediately  rcfpg£l  God,  appeared 
*D  a.fIr  5f. *“c  lV0rk  lba*  he  did  for  our  redemption.  There  ap« 
p^L.m  him  an  holy  fear  and  reverence  towards  God  the  Father. 

,  ria(^  a  £rcaler  ljrW  cf  his  virtue  in  this  Kfptift  than  any  o- 

tner  had,  from  the  honourabkoefs  of  bis  pe  foe.  This  was  Yhe 
temptation  of  the  angels  shat  fell,  to  cafi  off  their  Wurfliip  of  God 
and  reverence  of  his  majefty,  that  they  were  beings,  of  fiich  exalted 

aR<^  wordiintfs  themfclvei.  But  Chris!  was  infinitely  more 
worthy  and  honourable  than  they  ;  for  he  was  the  eternal  $+q  q£ 
Orod,  and  his  perfon  was  equal  to  the  perfoa  of  Gcd  the  Father': 
snd  yet,  as  he  had  taken  on  him  ?he  office  of  raediater,  and  the  nii 
Eure  of  man,  he  was  full  of  reverence  towards  God,  He  adored 
him  m  the  moft  reverential  manner  tins®  after  time.  So  he  msnf~ 
fefkd  a  wonderful  love  towards  God.  The  angels  give  great  tefti- 
saonies  of  t&cir  love  towards  God,  fa  their  eon  Clancy  and,  agility 

2a  ^ih  of  God  ;  and  many  faints  have  given  great  tefti- 

inonics  of  tbcsr  love,  who,  fr era  loyt  to  God,  have  endured  great 
labours  and  fufFerir gs  :  but  none  ever;  gave  fuch  teftimonies  of  Jovg 
eo  God  &3  Co  rift  has  given  ;  non®  srver  performed  fueh  a  labour  of 
f  ove  as  he,  and  fu  fibred  fo  much  from  love  to  God.  So  he  man:- 
itfled  the  mpft  wonderful  fubmifiion  to  the  will  of  God.  Never 
V**  any  one’s  fubmiffion  fo  tried  as  bis  was.  So  he  manifefted 
£he  moft  wonderful  fpmt  of  obedience  that  ever  was  maniLfted. 

2-  In  thin  work  he  taoft  wonderfully'’  manifefted  thofe  virtues 
which  mors  immediately  refpr&cd  himfeif ;  as  particularly  humility, 
patience,  snd  contempt  of  ifc®  world.  Chrift,  though  he  was  the 
xnoft  excellent  and  honorable  of  ali  men,  yet  was  the  moft  humble  ; 
yea,  was  the  moft  humble  of  all  creatures.  No  angel  or  man 
ever  equalled  him  ia  humility,  though  he  was  the  higheft  of  all 
creatures  fa  dignity  and  honorablenefs.  Ckrift  would  have  been 
under  the  greateft  temptations  to  pride,  if  it  had  been  po/Tible  for 
any  thing  to  be  2  temptation  to  him.  The  temptation  of  the  angels 
that  fell  wss  the  dignity/  cf  their  nature,  and  the  honorablmefs  of 
itdr  eircumftwccs  |  but  Cbrift  was  iafiuiidy  mor?  hoaoralle  than 

"  they 
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they.  The  human  nature  of  Chrift  was  fo  honored  as  to  be  in  tbs 
fame  perfon  with  the  eternal  Son  of  God,  who  was  equal  with  God  5 
and  vet  that  human  nature  was  not  at  all  fitted  up  with  p  ?>m 
was  the  man  Cbrift  Jefus  at  all  lifted  up  who  pride  w*th  ad  *»  - 
wonderful  works  which  he  wrought,  oi  healing  the 
the  blind,  lame,  and  imisntd,  and  railing  the  wear, . 
he  knew  that  God  had  appointed  him  to  bti  the  king  or 
and  earth,  angels  and  men,  as  he  lays,  M<*uh.  xi.  27.  '*/. 

dcb.ve*  eJ  unto  me  of  my  bather  \  tho  he  knew  he  w  s  i^ch  «  1 
infinitely  honorable  perfon,  and  thought  it  not  robbery  t<  ?  tq-  h 
with  G  d  ;  and  though  he  knew  he  was  the  heir  of  God  the  Kattyr’a 
kingdom  :  yet  fuch  was  his  humility,  that  he  did  sot  difdair*  to 
be  abated  and  deprefted  down  into  lower  and  viler  chcvtafrmczs 
and  fufterings  than  ever  any  other  cleft  creature  was  ;  fo  chat  he 
became  leaft  of  all,  and  loweft  of  ad.  The  proper  trial  and  evi¬ 
dence  of  humility,  ii  looping  or  complying  wnh  thofe  ads  of 
circumfiancei,  when  called  to  it,  which  are  very  tow,  arc!  contain 
great  sbefcmsnt.  But  none  ever  /looped  fo  low  as  Chnft,  if  we 
consider  either  the  infinite  height  that  be  /looped  from, or  the  great 
depth  to  which  he  &ood.  Such  was  his  humility,  that  though  no 
knew  his  infinite  worthinefs  of  honor,  and  of  being  honored  ten 
tboufand  times  as  much  as  the  higfccft  prince  on  earth,  or  angel  in 
heaven  ;  yet  he  did  not  think  it  too  much  when  called  to  it,  to  be 
bound  as  a  curfed  malefactor,  and  to  become  the  kughl  g-f:ock 
and  fpiuing-ftoek  of  the  vileft  of  men,  and  to  be  crowned  with 
thorns,  and  to  have  a  mock  robe  put  upon  him,  and  to  be  crucified 
like  a  Have  and  rmtefa&or,  2nd  a®  one  of  the  meaneft  and  worf| 
of  vagabonds  and  mifereants,  and  an  accurfed  of  God  ac4 

men,  who  was  not  fit  to  live  on  earth  5  and  this  not  for  himfeif,  but 
for  fome  of  the  mcaneft  and  vileft  of  creatures,  feme  of  thofe 
accurted  wt etches  that  crucified  him.  Was  net  this  a  wonderful 
manifestation  of  humility,  when  he  chearfu'y  and  moil  freely 
fubmitted  to  this  abatement  ? 

How  did  his  patience  fbine  forth  under  all  the  terrible  ft /Things 
which  he  endured,  when  he  was  dumb,  and  opened  net  his  mouth, 
but  went  as  a  lamb  to  the  daughter,  and  was  like  a  patient  Iamb 
under  ail  the  ftfFerings  he  endured  from  firft  to  Salt. 

What  contempt  of  the  glory  of  this  world  was  th&re,  when  he 
father  chofe  tbi*  contempt,  and  meannefs,  and  fullering,,  than  to 
wear  a  temporal  crown,  and  be  invefted  with  the  external  glories 
of  an  earthly  prince,  as  the  multitude  often  folicited  him  ? 

3.  Chrill,  in  the  work  whiah  he  wrought  out,  in  a  wonderful 
manner  exerc’fed  thofe  virtues  which  viers  immediately  refpstl 
$tker  men.  Thefe  may  be  fummsd  up  under  two  heads,  via* 
mseknete;  aad  1qys« 
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they  were,  in  offering  him  thtfg  abtsfes  ;  and  sSfo  confidcr  how 
saufclcf*  and  unreafonable  thefe  abufe*  were,  how  tmddferving  he 
w-4*  of  them,  and  how  much  defer  ving  of  the  contrary,  viz.  of  love, 
and  honor,  and  good  treatment  at  their  hand*  :  i  hj,  if  we  coa- 
Mzr  thefe  things,,  bo  man  ever  met  with  a  thousandth  part  oi  the 
provocation  that  Chilli  met  with  from  men  :  and  yet  hsnv  mscic 
W  a  he  under  all !  how  ecrapofed  and  quiet  his  fpirit  \  how  far  from 
b^lag  in  a  ruffle  and  tumult  I  When  he  was  reviled,  be  reviled  not 
again  ;  and  as  a  ifesep  before  the  (hearers  is  dumb,  fo  he  opened 
not  hi*  mouth.  No  appearance  was  there  of  a  revengeful  fpuit 
en  the  contrary,  what  a  fpirit  of  forgivenefs  did  he  exhibit  !  fo 
that  ht  fervently  and  effetldally  prayed  for  their  foYgtvencf*,  when 
hey  were  in  thehighs'ft  sit  of  provocation  that  ever  they  perpetrated, 
viz.  nailing  him  to  the  crofs  :  Luke  **UL  34,  •*  Father,  forgive 
them  ;  for  they  know  not  what  they  do.”  " 

Never  did  there  appear  fuch  m  inftance  of  love  to  men,  Chrift’s 
love  to  men  tharhc  (bowed  when  cn  earth,  and  efneciaSIy  in  go* 
Ing  through  his  hit  fufifermgs,  add  offering  up  his  life  and  foul  un¬ 
der  tfeofe  fufferingg,  which  was  fcisgreateft  ad  of  love,  was  far  be¬ 
yond  all  parallel.  There  have  been  very  remarkable  EDsnifeftati- 
ons  of  love  ia  feme  of  the  faints,  a?  in  the  ApofHe  Paul,  theApof- 
tie  John,  and  cther§ :  but  the  love  to  men  that  Chrlfl  ihowed  when 
on  earth,  as  much  exceeded  the  love  of  all  other  men,  as  the 
ocean  exceeds  a  fmall  dream. 

It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  all  the  virtues  which  appeared  ia  Cbrifk 

^hone  brsghtcft  in  the  clofe  of  his  life,  under  the  trials  be  met  wish 

then.  Eminent  virtue  always  fhows  hrighteft  in  the  fire.  Pure 

gold  fhows  Its  purity  chiefly  in  the  furnace.  It  was  chiefly  under 

thofe  trials  which  Chrlfl  underwent  in  the  clofe  of  his  life,  that  his 

love  to  God>  his  honor  of  God’§  majefiy,  and  his  regard  to  the 

honor  of  his  law,  sod  his  fpisit  of  obedience,  and  hi*  humility,  and 

Contempt  of  the  world,  and  his  patience,  and  bis  roetknefs,  srd 

his  fpirit  of  forglvenefs  toward*  men, appeared.  Indeed  eve;  y  th/ng 

ihitChriil  did  to  work  out  redemption  for  us  appears  mainly  in  the 

clofe  of  his  life.  Here  mainly  is  his  fatisfaftica  for  fin,  and  here 

dKkfiy  h  his  merit  of  eternal  life  for  fmners,  &  here  chiefly  appear 

thrBrightiicfi  of  bis  example,  which  he  hath  f»t  us  to  follow, 
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Thus  we  have  taken  a  brief  view  of  the  things  whereby  thi 
puc^hsfe  of  redemption  was  made  with  refped  to  his  ri^hucufnefi 

ihst  appeared  in  them  — —I  proceed  now, 

$  il  To  take  a  view  of  them  with  refpttt  to  the  fatitf*8hn  that 

he  tbsreby  made  for  fin,  or  ibefufftringt  or  humiliation  tu^t  iiq 
W2f»  the  fubje^t  of  in  them  on  our  account.  here, 

1,  We  was  fucjcCt  to  uncommon  humiliation  and  fufic  rings  sr  hss 
infancy.  Hu  w  .  s  born  to  that  end  that  he  might  die  ;  and  therefore 
he  did  ss  It  w“fs  begin  ro  die  as  loon  as  he  was  born#  Ills  naothec 
futferecs  in  *n  uncommon  manner  in  bearing  him.  VV  hen  her  travail 
came  upon  rcrt  i<  is  laid,  “  there  was  no  room  in  the  inn/’  Luke 
ii.  7,  She  v?  *§  forced  to  t  stake  hs??fcl£  to  a  ftnble  ;  and  therefore 
Chritf  wa^  bom  in  the  pkee  of  the  bringing  forth  o»  the  beafts. 
Thus  he  fuffiered  in  his  birth,  as  though  he  had  been  meaner  and 
viUr  dun  a  man,  and  not  poffeffed  of  the  dignity  of  the  human 
nature,  bur  had  been  of  the  rank  of  the  brute  crezturci.  And  we 
may  conclude,  that  his  mother's  circu®  fiances  in  other  ref  pedis 
were  proportion  ably  ftrait  and  difficult,  and  that  ffi*  was  deftitute 
of  the  convenience*  necefTary  for  io  young  an  infant  which  others 
*ere  wont  to  have  ;  for  want  cf  which  the  new-born  babe  with¬ 
out  doubt  fuffer  rd  much. 

Btfldcs,  he  was  perfected  in  his  infancy.  They  begsn  to  feck 
his  life  as  fo m  as  be  was  born.  Herod,  the  chief  man  of  the  land* 
was  fo  engaged  to  him,  that,  in  order  to  it,  he  killed  all  the  chil¬ 
dren  in  Bethlehem,  and  in  all  the  coafts  thereof,  fiom  two  years 
eld  and  under,  Cbrift  fuffered  bssnifbment  in  his  infancy,  was 
driven  out  of  his  native  country  into  Egypt,  and  without  doubt 
fuffered  much  by  being  carried  fo  long  a  journey,  when  he  was  f® 
young,  into  a  ftrange  country. 

11.  Chrift  was  fubjsft  to  great  humiliation  in  his  private  life  at 
Nazareth#  He  there  led  a  fcrvlfe  cbffivre  life,  in  a  mean  labori¬ 
ous  occupation  :  for  he  is  called  not  only  the  carpenter’ t  fort,  bu® 
the  carpenter  :  Mark  vi»  3.  “  la  not  this  the  carpenter,  the  bro¬ 

ther  of  J*®e*  and  Jofes*  and  Juda,  and  Simon  ?M  He,  by  hard 
labour,  earned  his  bread  before  he  ate  if,  and  fo  O  ffered  that  curfe 
which  God  pronounced  o»  Adam,  Gen.  iii.  13.  “  In  the  fweaS 
of  thy  face  ihalt  thou  eat  bread,’3  Let  us  ccrffider  how  great  & 
degree  of  humiliation  the  glorious  Son  of  God,  the  creator  of  hea¬ 
ven  and  earth,  was  fubjeft  to  in  this,  that  for  about  thirty  years  he 
fbould  live  a  private  obfeure  life  among  labouring  men, and  all  thii 
while  be  overlooked,  and  not  taken  notice  of  in  the  world,  as  more 
than  other  common  labourers.  Chrift’a  humiliation  in  feme  ref- 
pe&s  was  greater  in  private  life  than  in  the  time  of  his  public  mi- 
Biftry.  There  were  many  m  an  ife  flat  ions  of  his  glory  in  the  word 
he  prdacbed,  and  the  great  miracles  he  wrought ;  but  the  fint  thirty 
years  of  his  life  he  ipsnt  among  mean  ordinary  men,  as  it  wtrtta 
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<rf  hi.  fiiory,  or  my  , king  to 

I  tit  oQiv  the  e ‘aken  DC:,!Ce  of  raore  than  any  ordinary  mechanic, 
a  y  the  fpotUfa  purity  and  eminent  boliocfs  of  his  life  •  and 

Z *r"..r/“,C  hW. Ia  ?bfeurity  S  to  that  be  was  £ 
k  n  notiioC  oi  t4iS  if  hig  biptif®, 

,J“,  .**“  bumlIiatioa  »<«  Offering 

S’" ^ *“  ,he  ci8h‘ whercin  he 

,  '  ,  M  CM  ft;red  P°vcr!y.  to  that  he  had  not  "  where  to  lay  his 
8d’  M  itth.  viu,  zo.  and  commonly  ufed  to  lodge  abroad  in  the 
open  air,  for  want  of  a  fhelter  to  betake  himfeif  to  ;  as  you  will  fee 

1.  ®  »ntieft,  if  you  compare  the  following  plaoe,  together,  which  I 
frail  but  name  to  you,  even  Mitth.  viii.  2Q.  and  John  xviii.  1.  2. 
and  Luke xxi.  J7.  and  ch,  xjdi(  J9.  So  tbst  whjt  w„  f  ken  off 

Chnft  !a  Cant.  y.  a.  »  My  bead  i,  filled  with  dew,  and  my  locks 
w  .h  ^e  crop,  o  toe  night,”  was  literally  fulfiled.  Through  his 
poverty  he  doubtkfs  was  often  pinched  with  hunger,  and  third,  and 
coll.  W  e  rerd.Matth.  iv.  2  that  be  was  an  hungred  ;  and  fo  again 
in  M  ot.  xx!.  18  H  i  mother  and  natural  relation,  were  poor.and 
not  aole  to  help  him  :  and  he  was  maintained  by  the  charity  of 
feme  of  his  dtfciples  while  he  lived.  So  we  retd  in  Luke  jriil.  at 
the  beginning,  of  a  certain  women  that  followed  hit,  and  minifler- 
.d  to  him  of  their  fubftance.  He  was  fo  poor,  that  he  was  not 
able  to  pay  the  tribute  that  was  demanded  of  him,  without  the  mi¬ 
raculous  coating  of  a  fifti  to  bring  him  the  money  out  of  the  fea  in 
feis  mouth.  See  Mitth.  xviii.  27.  And  when  he  ate  his  laft  paf- 
fover,  it  was  not  at  his  own  charge,  but  at  the  charge  of  another, 
as  appears  by  Luke  xxii.  7.  &5.  From  his  poverty  he  bad  no 
grave  of  his  own  to  be  buried  in.  It  wss  the  manner  of  the  Jews, 
unlefs  they  were  very  poor,  and  were  notable,  to  prepare  tbem- 
felves  a  f.polchcr  while  they  lived.  Bat  Chnft  had  sto  land  of  hi. 
own,  though  he  was  poffeffor  of  heaven  and  earth  ;  and  therefore 

was  buried  by  Jcfcph  of  Arimathea’s  charity,  and  in  his  own  tomb, 
which  he  bad  prepared  for  himfelf. 

2.  He  fufferd  gtcat  hatred  and  reproach,  He  was  defpifed 
and  rgjeftcd  of  men.  He  was  by  moft  efteemed  a  poor  infignifi- 

Cantperfon  ;  one  of  little  account,  flighted  for  his  low  parentage, 

and  his  mean  eity  Naaareth.  He  was  reproached  as  a  glutton  and 
drunkard, a  friend  of  publicans  a„d  fmners  ;  was  called  a  deceiver  of 
the  people;  fometimes  was  called  a  madman,  and  aSsmaritian.aad 
one  pofleffed  with  a  devil  John  vii.  2o.  and  viii.  48  and  x.  20.  He 
was  called  a  blafphemer,  and  was  accounted  by  many  a  wizzaid,  or 
one  that  wrought  miracle,  by  the  black  art.and  communication  with 
Beelzebub.  They  excommunicated  him,  and  agreed  to  excommuni¬ 
cate  any  man  that  fcould  own  him,  as,  John  is.  23.  They  wiflied 

him 
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fclm  dead,  and  were  continually  feekiag  to  murder  him;  fometimfcs 
by  force  and  fometimes  by  craft.  They  often  took:  up  ftones  to 
ftonchim,  and  once  led  him  to  the  brow  of  a  hill,  intending  to 
throw  him  down  the  precipice, to  dafh  him  in  pieces  again#  the  rocks. 

He  was  thus  hated  and  reproached  by  his  own  vifible  people  : 
John  i.  ii.  ‘’He  came  to  his  own,  and  bis  own  received  him  not.'* 
He  was  principally  defpifed  and  hated  by  thofe  who  were  in  chief 
repute,  their  greateft  men.  And  the  hatred  wherewith  he  was 
hated  was  general.  Into  whatever  part  of  the  land  he  went,  ht 
met  with  hatred  and  contempt*  He  met  with  thefe  in  Capernaum, 
and  when  he  went  to  Jericho,  when  he  went  to  Jerufalem,  which 
was  the  holy  city,  when  he  went  to  the  Temple  to  worfhip,  and  al- 
fo  in  Nazareth,  his  own  city,  and  among  his  own  relations  and 
his  old  neighbours. 

3.  He  fuffered  the  buffettngs  of  Satan  in  an  uncommon  man¬ 
ner.  We  read  of  one  time  in  particular,  when  he  had  a  lorgcon- 
f!i&  with  the  devil,  when  he  was  in  the  wildcrncfs  forty  days,  with 
nothing  but  wild  beads  and  devils  ;  and  was  fo  expofed  to  the  de¬ 
vil’s  power,  that  he  was  bodily  carried  about  by  him  from  place  to 
place,  while  he  was  otherwife  in  a  very  fuffering  date. 

So  much  for  the  humiliation  and  fuffering  of  CbrifTs  public  life? 
from  his  baptifm  to  the  night  wherein  he  was  betrayed. 

IV  •  I  come  now  to  his  lad  humiliation  and  fuffering*,  from 
the  evening  of  the  night  wherein  he  was  betrayed  to  his  refuredion* 
Here  was  his  greateft  humiliation  and  fuffering,  by  which  princi¬ 
pally  he  made  fatisfa&ion  to  the  judice  of  God  for  the  fins  of  men. 
Firft,  his  life  was  fold  by  one  of  hit  owndifciples  for  thirty  pieces 
of  filver,  which  was  the  price  of  the  fife  of  a  fervant,  as  you  may 
fee  in  Exod.  xxL  32.  Then  he  was  in  that  dreadful  agony  in  tfao 
garden*  There  came  fuch  a  difmal  gloom  upon  his  foul,  that  he 
began  to  be  forrowful  and  very  heavy,  and  faid,his  “  foul  was  ex¬ 
ceeding  forrowful  even  unto  death,  and  was  fore  amazed.”  So 
violent  was  the  gloom  of  bis  foul,  as  to  force  the  blood  through  th© 
pores  of  his  fkin  ;  fo  that  while  his  foul  was  overwhelmed  with  a- 
mazing  forrow,  his  body  was  all  clotted  with  blood.  The  difei* 
pies,  who  ufed  to  be  as  his  friends  and  family,  at  this  time  above 
all  appeared  cold  towards  him,  and  unconcerned  for  him,  at  the 
fame  time  that  his  Father’s  face  was  hid  from  him.  Judas,  to 
whom  Chrift  had  been  fo  very  merciful,  and  treated  as  one  oi  his 
family  or  familiar  friends,  comes  and  betrays  him  in  the  moft 
deceitful,  and  treacherous  manner.  The  officers  annd  foldiers  ap¬ 
prehend  and  bind  him  ;  his  difciples  forfake  bim,and  flee  ;  his  own 
beft  friends  do  not  ftand  by  him  to  comfort  him  in  this  time  of 
hii  di/Uefi,  He  is  led  away  as  a  malefa&or  to  appear  before  the 
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pnc/lj  and  fcribes,  b;s  venomous,  mortal  enamlca,  that  they  might 
a*  hi*  judges  who  fat  up  all  night,  to  have  the  pleafure  of  infult- 
3nS  him,  oovr  they  had  got  him  into  their  hands.  But  bicaufc 
^hey  a imed  at  nothing  ftiori  of  bia  life,  they  fet  themfdve*  to  find 
feme  colour  to  pat  him  to  death,  and  fee k  for  witneflaa  again# 
him.  When  none  appeared,  they  fet  fome  to  bear  falfe  witnefs  ; 
aud  when  their  witnefs  did  not  agree  together,  then  they  go  to 
examining  him,  to  catch  forneshi»g  out  of  hi*  own  mouth.  They 
hoped  he  would  fay,  that  he  was  the  Son  of  God,  and  then  they 
thought  they  fljoald  have  enough.  But  becaufe  they  fee  they  are 
foi  like  to  obtain  it  without  it,  they  then  go  to  force  him  to  by 
li»  by  adjuring  him,  in  the  name  of  God,  to  fay  whether  he  was  or 
not  :  and  when  he  eonfdfed  that  he  was,  then  they  fuppofed  thty 
bad  enough  ;  and  then  it  was  time  of  rcjoiceing  with  them,  which  , 
they  fhosv,  by  failing  upon  him,  and  fpittlng  in  bis  face,  and  blind¬ 
folding  him, and  {hiking  Chrlfl  in  the  face  with  the  palms  of  their 
hands,  aad  then  bidding  him  prophefy  who  it  was  that  Hruck  him  ; 
thus  ridiculing  him  for  pretending  to  be  a  prophet.  And  the  very 
fervants  have  a  hand  in  the  fport :  Mark,  xiv.  65.  **  And  the  fer- 
vants  did  ftrike  him  with  the  palms  of  their  hands.” 

^During  the  fullering  a  of  that  night,  Peter,  one  of  the  Chief  of 
his  own  difciplei,  inftcad  of  Handing  by  him  to  comfort  him, 
appears  afhamed  to  own  him,  and  denies  and  renounces  him  with 
•aths  and  curbs.  And  after  the  chief  priefis  and  elders  had  fmiflt- 
ed  the  night  la  fo  (hamefully  a  baling  him,  when  the  morning  was 
come,  which  was  the  morning  of  the  moft  wonderful  day  that  c- 
ever  was,  they  led  him  away  to  Pilate,  to  be  condemned  fo  deash 
by  him,  beeayfe  they  had  uot  the  power  of  life  and  death  in  their 
own  hands.  He  is  brought  before  Pilate’s  judgement  feat,  and 
there  the  priefh  and  elders  accufe  him  as  a  traitor.  When  Pilate, 
tipon  examining  into  the  matter,declared  he  found  bo  fault  in  hire, 
thejewp  wers  but  the  more  fierce  and  violent  to  have  him  condemned^ 
Upon* which  Pilate,  after  clearing  him,  very  unjuflly  brings  him 
upon  a  fccond  trial ;  and  then  not  finding  any  thing  again#  him 
acquits  him  again.  Pilate  treats  him  as  a  poor  wbrthlefs  fellow  ; 
but  is  a&amca  on  fo  little  pretenceto  condemn  him  a*  a  traitor. 

Then  he  was  fent  to  Herod  to  be  tried  by  him,  and  was  brought 
before  Herod  *  judgment  feat ;  and  bis  enemies  followed,  and  vi¬ 
rulently  accufed  him  beforcHerod.  Herod  docs  not  condemn  him  as 
a  traitor,or  one  that  would  fet  up  for  a  ki»g,but  looks  upon  him  as 
Pilate  did, as  a  poor  worthlcfs  creature, not  worthy  to'bc  taken  notice 
of,  and  does  but  make  a  mere  Jiugh  of  thejews  aceuflng  him  as  a  dan¬ 
gerous  perfon  to  Csefar,  as  oae  that  was  in  danger  of  fetting  up  to  be 
a  king  again#  him  ;  and  thercfoie,  kidcrifion,  dreffes  him  up  in  a 
mock  robe*  and  makes  fport  of  him,  and  fcads  him  back  through 
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tfcc  ftreets  of  Jtrtsfslem  to  Pilate  with  the  meek  robe  on. 

Then  the  Jews  prefer  Barabbas  before  him,  and  are  inftsnt  and 
violent  with  loud  voice.  to  PiUte,  to  crucify  him.  So  Mate,  af¬ 
ter  he  had  cleared  him  twice,  and  Hetod  once,  very  unrightcot.iy 
bring,  him  on  trial  the  third  time, -to  try  if  he  could 1  net  nnd  foac- 
thing  agaisft  him  fufficient  to  crucify  him.  Chnft  w-> * 
and  fcourged  :  thus  he  gave  his  back  to  the  fmiter.  !  ■  > 

though  Pilate  1-ill  declared  that  he  found  no  fault  in  ritn  ;  yet  So 
usjuft  wai  he,  that  for  fear  of  the  Jew.  he  delivered  Chnft  to  be 
crucified.  But  before  they  ereeute  the  fentcncc,  his  fpite.ui  sad 
cruel  enemies  take  the  pleafure  of  another  fpell  of  mocking  mm  ; 
they  get  round  him,  and  make  a  fet  bufinefs  of  it.  1  hey  fhipped 
him,  and  put  on  him  a  fcarlet  robe,  and  a  reed  in  his  hand,  and  » 
crown  of  thorns  ,n  hi.  head.  Both  Jews  and  Roman  foidiers  were 
united  in  the  traafaflion  ;  they  bow  the  knee  before  him,  and,  la 
derifion  cry,  «  Hail,  king  of  the  Jews."  They  fph  upon  him 
aifo,  and  take  the  reed  out  of  his  hand,  and  fame  him  on  the  head. 
After  this  they  led  him  away  to  crucify  him,  and  made  him  Carry 
his  own  croft,  till  be  funk  under  it,  his  ftrength  being  fpent  ;  and 

then  they  laid  it  on  one  Simon  a  Cyicnian. 

At  length,  being  come  to  Mount  Calvary,  they  execute  the  fen° 
te»ce  which  Pilate  had  fo  unrighteoufly  pronounced.  They  nail 
him  to  bis  crofs  by  his  hands  and  feet,  then  raifc  it  crefl,  and  fi& 
©ne  cod  in  the  ground,  he  being  A  ill  fufpended  on  it  by  the  nails 
which  pierced  his  hands  and  feet.  Now  Chrift’s  fufferingi  are 
come  to  the  extremity  :  now*  the  cup,  which  he  fo  earntfUy  prsyed 
that  it  might  pafs  from  him,  is  coma,  and  he  m ufl,  be  does  drink 
it.  In  thofe  days  crucifixion  was  the  moft  tormenting  kind  of 
death  by  which  any  were  vront  to  be  executed.  1  here  was  no  death 
Wherein  the perfon  expired  fo  much  of  mere  torment  :  and  hence 
the  Roman  word,  which  figoifies  torment ,  is  taken  from  this  kind 
of  death. —Befides  what  our  Lord  endured  in  his  excruciating 
death  in  his  body,  he  endured  vaftiy  more  in  his  foul.  Now  was 
that  travail  of  his  foul,  of  which  wc  read  in  the  prophet ;  row  h 
pleafcd  God  to  bruife  him,  and  to  put  him  to  grief ;  now  he  pour¬ 
ed  out  his  foul  unto  death,  ss  in  If.  liii.  If  the  mere  forethought 
qi  this  eup  made  him  fwcat  blood,  how  much  more  dreadful  and 
excruciating  muft  the  drinking  of  it  have  been  !  Many  martyrs 
have  endured  much  in  their  bodies,  while  their  fouls  have  been 
Joyful,  and  have  fung  for  joy,  whereby  they  have  been  %, ported, 
under  the  (offerings  of  their  outward  man,  and  have  triumphed  a- 
ver  them.  But  this  was  not  the  cafe  with  Ghrift  ;  he  had  no  fuch 
fupport ;  but  his  fufferiegs  were  chieily  thofe  of  the  mind,  tho* 
the  other  were  extremely  great.  In  his  crucifixion  Cbriil  did  no5 

(west  blood,  s?  he  had  before,  bscaufe  his  blood  had  vent  ether? 

wife 
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v/ik,  and  not  beetufe  his  agony  was  now  not  fo  great.  But  tbo* 
l'c  did I  n«  fweat  b!ood,  yet  fuch  was  the  fufFering  of  his  foul,  that 
probably  it  rent  bis  vitals  ;  as  feems  probable  by  this  that  when 
bis  hue  was  pierced,  there  catne  forth  blood  and  water.  And  fo 

here  was  a  kind  of  literal  fulfilment  of  that  in  Pfal.  xxii.  14.  «  £ 

am  poured  out  like  water  :  —any  heart  is  like  wax.  it  is  melted  in 

the  midit  of  my  bowels.” 

No  w  under  all  thefe  fufFcnngs  the  Jew  a  fcil!  mock  him  •  and 
;ihcir  heads  fay,  (i  Thou  that  deftroyefi  the  tc«pic  and 
biuickft  it  in  itiree  days,  fave  thyfdf  :  if  thou  be  the  Son  of  God 
comedown  from  the  dofs.*’  And  even  the  chief  priefts,  feribe/ 

®nd  cidcrs;  j°ln,f d  *a  the  c:y>  hying,  “  He  fayed' others,  himfelf. 
he  cannot  fave.”  Prcbably  the  devil  at  the  (4 me  time  tcrmenicdLim 
to  tuc  utmod  of  hisi  power  ;  and  hence  it  is  hid,  Luke  xxii  cz. 
rhu  15  y°w  hour,  and  the  po*er  of  darkuefs,”  u; 

Under  thefe  fufferin gs,  Cfarift  having  cried  out  once  and  again 
wnh  a  loud  voice,  at  hi\  h$  laid,  “  It  is  fmifhed/'  (John  xia*  20  ). 

T  !ad,-?Wed  the  head*  and  gave  up  the  ghoit. "  And  thus  was 
tunned  the  greateft  and  moil  wonderful  thing  that  ever  was  done0 
ow  tillcaRgCiS  beheld  the  meft  wondeiful  fight  that  ever  they  faw 
7° "  w.as  accomplifted  the  main  thing  that  had  been  panted  at  by 
tne  various  inftitutiqns  of  the  ceremonial  la w/and  by  all  the  typical. 
difpenf2tion,and  by  all  thcfacrifices  from  the  beginning  of  the  world* 

1  •  ...  -  ^  thus  .brought  under  the  power  of  death, continued  un¬ 

der  it  till  the  morning  6f  the  next  day  but  one;  and  then  was  finiibed 
•that  great  work,  the  purchafc  of  our  redemption,  far  which  fuch 
great  preparation  had  been  made  from  the  beginning  of  the  wodd. 
ihen  was  fiaifhed  all  that  was  required  in  order  to  fatisfy  the- 
threatenings  of  the  law,  and  al!  that  was  neceflary  in  order  to  fatisfy 
divine  juft  ice  ;  then  the  utmoft  that  vindiRive  juftice  demanded, 
even  the  whole  debt  was  paid.  Then  was  finifhed  the  whole  of  the 
purchafe  ot  eternal  life.  Now  there  is  no  need  of  any  thing  more 
*o  be  done  towards  a  purchafc  of  falvation  for  finners  ;  nor  has 
ever  any  thing  been  done  iir.ee,  nor  will  any  thing  tnoie  be  done 
for  ever  and  ever,”  ■*  - •  ? 

improvement. 

IN  furveying  the  hi  fiery  of  redemption,  from  the  fall  of  man  to 
the  end  of  the  world,  we  have  now  fhown  how  this  work  was 
carried  on  through  the  two  former  of  the-  three  main  periods  into 
which  this  whole  fpace  of.time  tvss  divided,  viz.  from  the  fall  to 
the  incarnation  cf  Chrif?,  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of  the  time 
of  Chrift  s  humiliatton  ;  and  have  particularly  explained  how  in 
the  firft  of  thefe  periods  God  prepared  the  way  for  Cbrift’s  appear¬ 
ing  and  purchasing  redemption  ;  and  how,  in  the  fccond  period, 

i:  '  "v  *  '  r- that  - 
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that  purchafc  was  made  and  finiflied.  I  would  now  make  fome 
improvement  of  what  has  been  faid  on  both  ihefs  fubjc&s  confided 
cd  conjunftly.— This  I  would  do, 

1.  In  an  ufe  of  reproof. 

2,  In  an  ufe  of  encouragement. 

S  1  c  t.  I. 

IB  E  G I N  with  an  ufe  of  reproof  5  a  reproof  of  three  things  : 

1.  Of  unbelief* 

2.  Of  feif-righteoufnefs, 

5.  Of  a  eareiefs  ncgleft  ©f  the  falvation  of  Chrift. 

I,  If  it  be  as  wc  have  heard,  how  greatly  do  thefe  things  reprov* 
thofc  who  do  not  believe  in,  but  rejed  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  !  Lc# 
all  thofe  who  do  not  heartily  receive  him.  Peifons  may  rcceiv^ 
him  in  profefIion,and  carry  well  outwardly  towards  him,  and  ma yr 
wifli  that  they  had  fome  of  thofe  benefits  that  Chrift  has  purchased, 
and  yet  their  hearts  not  receive  Chrift  ;  they  may  be  hearty  in  no- 
thing  that  they  do  towards  Chrift  ;  they  may  have  no  high  eftcem 
ofChrift,  nor  any  fmeefe  honour  or  refpeft  to  Chrift  ;  they  may 
never  have  opened  the  door  of  their  heart  to  Chrift,  but  have  kepf 
him  {hut  out  all  their  days,  ever  fmee  they  fir  ft  heard  of  Chrift, 
and  his  falvatioft  has  been  offered  to  them.  Though  their  hearts 
have  been  opened  to  others,  their  doors  bav«  been  flung  wide  open 
to  them,  and  they  have  had  free  admittance  at  all  times,  and  have 
been  embraced  and  made  much  of,  and  the  beft  room  in  their  hearts 
has  been  given  them,  and  the  throne  of  their  hearts  has  been  allow¬ 
ed  them  :  yet  Chrift  has  always  been  fhufc  out,  and  they  have  been 
deaf  to  all  his  knocks  and  calls.  They  never  could  find  an  inclina¬ 
tion  of  heart  to  receive  him,  cor  would  they  ever  truft  in  him. 

Let  me  now  call  upon  you  with  whom  it  is  thus,  to  confider  how 
great  your  fin,  in  thus  rejecting  Jefus  Chrift,  appears  to  be  horn 
thofe  things  that  have  been  faid.  You  flight  the  glorious  perfon, 
for  whofe  coming  God  made  fuch  great  preparation  in  fuch  a  fc- 
ries  of  wosderful  providences  from  the  beginning  of  the  world,  and 
whom,  after  all  things  were  made  ready,  God  fent  into  the  world, 
bringing  to  pafs  a  thing  before  unknown,  viz.  the  union  of  the  di¬ 
vine  nature  with  the  human  in  one  perfon.  You  have  been  guilty 
of  flighting  that  great  Saviour,  who,  after  fuch  preparation,  ac¬ 
tually  accomplifhed  the  purchafc  of  redemption  ;  and  who,  afsss 
he  had  fpent  three  or  four  and  thirty  years  in  poverty,  labour,  and 
contempt,  in  purchafmg  redemption,  at  laft  finifhed  the  purebafe 
by  clofing  his  life  under  fuch  extreme  fufferings  as  you  have  heard; 
and  fo  by  his  death,  and  continuing  for  a  time  under  the  power  of 
death,  completed  the  whole.  This  is  the  perfon  you  rej®&  and  def- 
pife.  You  make  light  of  all  the  glory  of  his  perfon,  and  of  all 
the  glorioua  Joy*  of  Goi  the  Father,  la  fending  feip  into  the 

world 


World,  and  all  hi*  wonderful  Jove  appearing  in  the  whole 
of  thii  affair. .  That  prcciour  (tone  that  God  hath  hid  in  Zion  for 
a  foundation  in  fuch  a  manner,  and  by  fuch  wonderful  work*  as 
you  have  heard,  is  a  ftone  fet  at  nought  by  you. 

Sinners  fometimes  are  ready  to  wonder  v,  hy  the  fin  of  unbelief 
fhousd  be  looked  upon  as  fush  as  a  great  fin :  but  if  you  confider 
what  you  have  heard,  how  can  you  wonder  ?  If  it  be  fo,  that  this 
Saviour  is  fo  great  a  Saviour,  and  this  work  fo  great  a  work,  and 
fuch  great  things  have  been  done  in  order  to  it,  tru!y  there  is  no 
caufs  of  wonder  that  the  fin  of  unbelief;  or  the  rejection  of  this 
Saviour,  is  fpok-n  of  in  feripture  as  fuch  a  dreadful  fin,  fo  provok¬ 
ing  to  God,  and  whs!  bring*  greater  guilt  than  the  fins  of  the  vrorft 

of  theHeataen,  woo  never  heard  of.th&fe  things,  ner  have  had  thi® 
Saviour  offered  to  them. 

II  What  has  been  faid,  affords  matter  of  reproof  to  thofc  who, 
inft^ad  oa  believing  $n  Chrifi,  truft  in  themfelves  for  falvation*  It 
Is  a  common  thing  with  me*  to  take  it  upon  shemfelvcJ  to  purchase 
faivation  for  themfelves,  and  fo  to  do  that  great  work  whichChriii 
came  into  the  world  to  do.  Are  there  none  fuch  here  who  truft  in 
their  prayers,  and  in  tnsir  good  convcrfations,  and  the  pains  they 
take  in  religion,  and  the  reformation  of  their  lives,  and  in  their 
felf- denial,  to  recommend  them  to  God,  to  make  force  atonement 
for  their  pa  ft  fins,  and  to  draw  the  heart  of  God  to  them  ? 

;  Confider  three  things  : 

i.  How  gveat  a  thing  tbit  is  which  you  ^ke  upon  you.  You 
take  upon  you  to  do  the  work  of  the  great  Saviour  of  the  world. 
You  truft  in  your  own  doings  to  appcafeGod  for  your  fins,  and 
to  incline  the  heart  ot  God  to  you.  Though  you  arc  poor,worth- 
left,  vile,  polluted  worms  of  the  duft  ;  yet  fo  arrogant  are  you, that 
you  take  upon  you  that  very  work,  that  the  only  begotten  Son  of 
Gqd  did  when  upon  earth,  and  that  he  became  man  to  capacitate 
(rimfftlf  for,  and  in  order  to  which  God  fpent  four  thoufand  yean 
in  all  the  great  difpenfations  of  his  providence  in  the  government 
of  the  world,  aiming  chiefly  at  this,  to  make  way  for  Chrift'* 
coming  to  do  this  work.  This  is  the  work  that  you  take  upon 
yourfelf,  and  foolifhiy  think  yourfelf  fufiicient  for  it ;  as  though 
your  prayers,  and  other  performances,  were  excellent  enough  for 
thii  purpofe.  Confider  how  vain  is  the  thought  which  you  enter¬ 
tain  of  yourfelf.  How  much  fuch  arrogance  appear  in  the  fight  of 
Chrift,  whom  it  coft  fo  much  to  make  a  purchafe  of  falvaticn* 
when  it  was  not  to  be  obtained  even  by  him,  fo  great  and  glorious 
a  perfon,  at  a  cheaper  rate  than  his  wading  through  a  fca  of 
blood,  and  paffing  through  the  midft  of  the  furnace  of  God's  wrath. 
And  how  vain  muft  your  arrogance  appear  in  the  fight  ofGod,when 
be  fees  you  imagining  youffplf  fufficicat,  and  your  woriblefi  polV 
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,u..d  n-rfornmcM  cseclUnt.enough  for  the  accompli  mg  of  tbit 
work  of  his  own  San,  to  prepare  the  way  for  which  he  was  emp  y 
tJ  in  ordering  all  the  great  affairs  of  the  world  for  fo  many  ages 

*  If  there  be  ground  for  you  to  truft,  as  you  do  in  your  own 
tiehteoufnefs,  then  all  that  Chrift  did  to  purchafe  falvat.on  when 

cha^God  wiThUgrea', eft  folly,  as  though  he  ha,  done  all  toga 
in  vain,  even  fo  much  in  vain,  that  he  has  done  all  thu 10  g 

about  an  accomplishment  of  that  which  you  a  one,  a  little  worm, 
with  your  poor  polluted  prayeis,  and  the  lmkpatrts  you  t.k 
religion,  mingled  with  all  that  hypoertfy  and  filthmefs,  «e  fu  - 
fieieat  to  accomplish  for  yourfelf  without  Chrift  s  hep.  Tor  if 
you  can  appeafeGod’s  anger,  and  can  commend,  jourfelf  to  God  by 
shefc  means, then  you  have  no  need  ofChrift;  but  be  i*deadtnvam 
Gal.  il  si.  “  If  righteoufnef,  come  by  the  law,  then  Chrift 

If  you  can  do  this  by  our  prayers  and  good  works,  Chrift  might 
have  fpared  hi,  pais,  ;  he  might  have  fpared  his  blood  ;  be  msg„ 
have  kept  within  the  bofom  of  his  Father,  without  comm*,  uowa 
into  this  evil  world  to  be  defpifed,  reproached,  and  perfecuted  to 
death  ;  God  needed  not  baved  bufied  himfclf,  as  he  did  for  tour 
thoufand  years  together,  caufing  fo  many  changes  in  the  ftatt  of  the 
World  ail  that  while,  in  order  to  the  bringing  about  that  which  yes* 
as  little  as  you  are,  can  accompli^  ia  a  few  days,  only  with  she 
trouble  of  a  few  %hs,  and  groans,  and  prayers,  and  feme  other 
religious  performances.  Ccnfider  with  yourfelf  what  greater  tolly 
could  you  have  devifed  to  charge  upon  God  than  this,  to  do  all 
thofe  things  before  and  after  Chrift  came  into  the  world  fo  need- 
lefily  ;  when,  inftead  of  all  this,  he  might  only  have  called  you 
forth,  and  committed  the  bufeefs  to  you,  which  you  think  you 
Can  do  fo  cafily. 

Alas  !  how  blind  are  natural  men  !  how  fottifh  are  the  thought* 
they  have  of  things !  and  efpecially  how  vain  are  the  thoughts  which 
they  have  of  thcmfelves !  How  ignorant  of  their  own  littlenefs  and 
pollution  !  How  do  they  exalt  theoifelves  up  to  heaven  l  What 
great  things  do  they  affume  to  themfelvci  ! 

3,  You  that  trufl  to  your  own  rightcoufnefs,  arrogate  to  your- 
felves  the  honor  of  the  greateft  thing  that  ever  God  himfdf  did  % 
not  only  as  if  you  were  futheient  to  perform  divine  works,  and  to 
accomplifh  fome  of  the  great  works  of  God  ;  but  fueh  is  your  prids 
and  vanity,  that  you  are  not  content  without  taking  upon  you  to 
do  the  very  grcatcS  work  that  ever  God  himfclf  wrought,  even  the 
work  of  redemption.  You  fee  how  God’s  works  of  provi¬ 
dence  ar$  greater  than  hi$  works  of  creation,  and  that  all 
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Gou »  works  of  providence,  from  the  beginning  of  the  ee 
ncrationi  of  men,  were  ia  order  to  this,  {0  make  way  for  fh'e 
purcaafing  of  redemption.  [But  this  i,  whst  you  t'ke  upon" 

yourfeif.  To  take  on  yourfelf  to  work  out  redemption,  is  a  greater 
thing  than  if  you  had  taken  it  upon  you  to  create  a  world.  Conner 
with  yourfelf  what  a  figure  you  a  poor  worm  would  make,  if  you 
fltou  d  fenoufly  go  about  to  create  fuch  a  world  as  God  did,  ftould 
fwell  in  your  own  conceit  of  yourfaif.ffeould  deck  yourfelf  with  ms- 
jrAy,  pretend  to  freak  the  word  of  power,  and  call  an  univerfe  out 
?/  nothing,  massing  to  go  on  in  order,  and  fay,  “  Let  there  be 
light ;  Let  there  be  a  firmament,”  k c.  But  then  confider,that  in  at- 
tempting  to  work  out  redemption  for  yourfelf,  you  attempt  a  greater 
ahing  than  this,  and  arc  ferious  in  it,  and  will  not  be  beat  off  from 

*l  *  J31*;  ^r*VVn  ^  an(*  are  ^  thought  of  yourfelf  that  ycu 
are  fufftcieiit  for  it,  and  always  big  with  hopes  of  accomplifbing  it. 

You  take  upon  you  to  do  the  very  greateft  and  moft  difficult  parr 
of  this  work,  viz.  to  purchafe  redemption.  Chrift  can  actompUfh 
Other  parts  of  this  work  without  coS,  without  any  trouble  and  dif¬ 
ficulty  :  but  this  part  toft  him  his  life,  as  well  as  innumerable  pains 
and  labours,  with  Very  great  ignominy  and  contempt  befides.  Yct 
this  is  that  part  which  fcif-righieous  perfons  go  about  to  accomplish 
for  themfelvcs^  If  all  the  angels  in  heaven  had  been  fufficitnt  for 
this  work,  would  God  have  fet  himfeif  to  effetf  fuch  things  as  he 
did  in  order  to  it,  before  he  fent  his  Son  into  the  world  ?  and  would 
he  ever  have  fent  his  own  Son,  the  great  Creator  and  God  of  the 
angels,  into  the  world,  to  have  done  and  fuffered  fuch  things  ? 

What  fclf- righteous  perfons  take  to  themfelvcs,  is  the  fame  work 
that  Chrift  was  engaged  in  when  ho  was  in  his  sgotjy  and  bloody 
fwcat,  and  when  he  died  on  the  crofj,  which  was  the  greatest  thing 
that  ever  the  eyes  of  angels  beheld.  This,  as  great  as  it  is,  they 
imagine  they  can  do  the  fame  that  Chrift  accomplifhed  by  it.  Their 
felf-righteoufncfs  does  in  cfTed  charge  Chrift’s  offering  up  himfelf 
in  thefc  fufferings,  as  the  greateft  in  fiance  of  folly  that  ever  men 
or  angels  faw,  inftead  of  being  the  moft  glorious  difplay  of  the 
divine  wifdom  and  grace  that  ever  was  feen.  Yea,  fdf-rightcoufncf* 
makes  all  that  Chrift  did  through  the  whole  courfc  of  his  life,  and 
all  that  he  faid  and  fuffered  through  that  whole  time,  sad  his  in¬ 
carnation  itfelf,  and  not  only  fo,  but  all  that  God  had  been  doing 
in  the  great  difpenfations  of  his  providence  from  the  beginning  of 
the  world  to  that  time,  as  ail  nothing,  but  a  feene  of  the  moft  wifd, 
and  extremand  tranfeendent  folly. 

Is  it  any  wonder,  then,  that  the  felf-rightcous  fpirit  is  fo  re* 
prefented  in  feripture,  and  fpoken  of,  as  that  which  is  moft  fatal 
to  the  fouls  of  men  f  I*  it  any  wonder,  that  Chrifl  h  reprefen  ted 
in  feripture  as  being  fo  provoked  with  the  Phaiifeet  and  others, 

that 
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who  trufted  in  themfelve*  «hat  they  were  righteous,  and  were  proud 
ef  their  goodnefs,  and  thought  that  their  own  performances  were 

a  valuable  price  of  God's  favour  and  Sovc  ?  ,  , 

Let  perlons  hence  be  warned  againft  a  fc.f  righteous  fpint. 
Tou  that  ire  fecking  your  falvaticn,  and  taking  pains  m  rcngion, 
take  heed  to  veurfeives  that  you  do  not  truft  in  what  you  do;  that 
you  do  not  harbour  any  fuch  thoughts  ;  that  God  now,  feeing  hew 

muehvouarc  reformed, howyou  take  pains  in  re!igion,and  how  you 
are  fometimes  effe^ed,  will  be  pacified  towards  you  with  rcipea: 
to  your  fins,  and  on  account  of  it  will  not  be  fo  angry  for  your  for- 
mer  fins  ;  and  that  you  flaall  gain  on  him  by  fuch  things,  and 
draw  his  heart  to  ihow  you  mercy  ;  or  at  lea  ft  that  God  ought  to 
accept  of  what  you  do,  fo  a*  to  be  inclined  by  it  in  foxne  meafm® 
to  forgive  you,  and  have  mercy  on  you.  If  you  entertain  this 
ih-iu^ht.  that  God  is  obliged  to  do  it,  and  docs  not  a£l  jufiiy  if  he 
refufe  fo  regard  your  prayers  and  pains,  and  fo  quarrel  with  God* 
«nd  complain  of  him  for  not  doing,  this  ihom  what  your  opinioa 
is  of  your  own  righteoufaefi,  vis.  that  it  is  a  valuable  price  c t  fcl- 
vation,  and  ought  to  be  accepted  of  G»d  as  fuch.  Such  complain¬ 
ing  of  God,  and  quarrelling  with  him,  for  not  taking  more  notice 
©f  your  righteoufnefs, plainly  (hows  that  you  are  guilty  of  all  that 
arrogance  that  has  been  fpoken  of,  thinking  yourfelf  fufficicnt  to 

offer  the  price  of  your  own  falvattoa. 

Ill,  What  has  been  laid  on  this  fubjetf, affords  matter  of  reproof 
to  thofe  who  careleffly  ncgleded  the  falvation  of  Chrift  ;  fuch  as 
live  a  fcnfelefs  kind  of  life,  neglc&iag  thebufinefs  of  religion  and 
ifeeir  own  fouls  for  the  prefent,  not  taking  any  comic  to  get  an 
intereft  in  Chrift,  or  what  be  has  done  and  fuffered,  or  any  part 
in  that  glorious  filvation  he  has  purchafed  by  that  price,  but  rather 
have  their  minds  taken  up  about  the  gains  of  the  world,  or  about 
the  vanities  and  pleafures  of  youth,  and  fo  make  light  of  what  they 
hear  from  time  to  time  of  Chriffa  falvation,  that  they  do  not  at 
prefent  fo  much  as  feck  after  it-  Let  me  here  apply  myfdf  t® 
vou  in  fornc  expoftulatory  interrogations. 

*  lm  Shall  fo  many  prophets,  and  kings,  and  righteous  men  have, 

their  minds  fo  much  taken  up  with  the  profpett,  that. the  purehafe 
©f  falvation  was  to  be  wrought  out  in  ages  long  after  their  death  ; 
and  will  you  negleft  it  when  a<ftually  accomplifked  ?  You  have 
heard  what  great  accmlnt  the  church  in  all  ages  made  of  the  future 
redemption  of  Chrift  ;  how  joyfully  they  expe&ed  it,  how  they 
fhoke  of  it,  bow  they  ftudied  and  fearched  into  thefe  things,  how 
they  fung  joyful  fongs,  and  had  their  hearts  greatly  engaged  about 
it  and  yet  never  expected  to  fee  it  done,  and  did  not  expeft  that 
it  would  be  lecomplifoed  till  many  ages  after  their  death,  I.  Pet, 
.  u  i  j,  BUfh  did  Ifaiah  and  Daniel,  and  other  pro- 
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pheti,  fpeak  concerning  this  redemption  !  How  much  were  thei 
fteirti  engaged,  and  ihetr  attention  and  ftudy  fixed  upon  it !  Hc« 
was  David's  mind  taken  up  in  in  this  fubjeft  !  He  declared  that  i 
was  all  hit  fasmbo,  and  all  his  defire  ;  *.  Sam.  xxiii.  5.  Hom 
did  he  employ  his  voice  and  harp  i0  celebrating  it,  and  the  gloriou 
d.-fpisy  of  divine  grace  therein  exhibited  !  and  all  this  althV  thej 
fcehcld  it  not  at  yet  acccmpiifted,  but  faw  that  it  was  to  be  brought 

to  pafs  fo  long  *  thne  after  their  day - -Before  this,  hovr  did 

Aorahsm  and  the  other  patriarchs  rejoiee  in  the  profpeft  of  Chrift’i 
day,  and  the  redemption  which  he  was  to  purebaft !  Even  the  faint! 
before  the  flood  were  sffefted  and  elated  in  tfc.  axpeftatioa  of  tbit 
giorkiM  event,  though  it  wss  then  fo  long  future,  and  it  was  fe 
very  family  and  obfcurely  revealed  to  them. 

Now  the  fe  thing*  are  declared  to  you  si  actually  fulfilled.  The 
esiyj&u  now  has  fecn  acsompHOacd  aii  thoic  great  things  which  they 
fo  joy  lady  prophesied  of  ;  and  you  gre  abundantly  fhown  how  tkefe 
things  **€;.s  accomplished  •  IVfauh,  stiii.  iyt  ({  Verily  I  fay  uito 
y  m>  that  many  prophets  and  righteous  men  have  dtfired  to  fee 
is  ch  yt  Ice,  and  have  not  fam  ;  and  to  hear  thefe 


things  which  ye  hear,  and  have  not  heard  them/'  Yet,  when 


fchefe  thing*  arc  thus  abundantly  fet  before  you  at  already  accom 
pV'bs  fe‘  W  do  you  flight  them !  How  light  do  you  make  of  them  I 
How  little  are  they  taken  notice  of  by  you  !  How  unconcerned 
*r c  you  about  them,  following  oihar  things,  and  not  fo  much  at 
feeling  any  interred  in  shsm  1  Indeed  your  fia  is  extremely  aggra¬ 
vated  in  th^  of  Qod*  Crod  has  put  you  under  great  advantage 
for  your  eternal  fdv  mon,  hr  greater  than  thofe  hints  of  eld  en¬ 
joyed.  Ms  has  put  you  under  a  more  glorious  difpiiafasioa  ;  has 
given  you  a  rao^s  dear  revelation  cf  Chrift  and  his  fslvaticn  ; 
and  yet  you  neglecl  all  thefe  advantages,  and  go  on  in  a  careieft 
courfe  of  life,  as  though  nothing  had  been  done,  no  fuch  propofal* 
and  oflbr*  hfid  been  made  you* 

Have  the  angles  beers  fo  engaged  about  this  falvafcion  which 
is  by  Chrift  ever  tones  the  fall  of  man,  though  they  are  not  isa-* 
mediately  concerned  in  it,  and  will  you  who  need  it,  and  have  it 
#ffereJ  to  you,  be  fo  carelefi  about  it  ?  Yon  have  heard  how  the 
angles  at  firft  were  fubjeeted  to  €hrift  as  mediator,  and  how  they 
have  all  along  been  mini/iering  fpirittto  him  in  this  affair,  la  ail 
the  great  difpenf&tions  which  you  have  heard  of  from  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  world,  they  have  been  a^livc  and  as  a  4!*c*e  of  fire  in 
this  affair  being ;moft  diligently  employed  ai  miniftring  fpiritt  to 
mlnifttrtoChrift  in  this  great  affair  of  man’s  redemption*  And  when 
Cnrift  csrac,howengaged  were  their  rorWr/Thcy  came  toZ^charias, 
to  informedbim  of  the  coming  of  Chrift’s  foretunner  :  They  came 
19  ihcVirginMary#to  inform  her  of  the  approaching  birth  ofCferiiU 

Th«f 


thi  new  born  Saviour,  and  to  point  out  to  him  the  meant  of  fafe- 
ty.  How  were  their  minds  engaged  at  the  time  oi  the  birth  of  J  1 

Chrift  !  The  whole  mu  taude  ol  ihehca  ealy  hoft*  fang  praties 
opon  the  occafion,  faying,  °  Glory  to  God  in  the  higheft,  *nd  ca  ]  ,  > 

peace,  and  good  will  towards  men.’*  Afterwards,  from  time 
to  time,  they  mtnifhred  to  Chrift  when  on  earth  ;  they  did  io  at  j 

the  time  of  his  temptation,  at  the  time  of  his  agony  in  the  garden, 
at  his  refurrecUon,  and  at  his  afeenfion.  Ail  the/e  things  (how,  |t| j  J 

that  they  were  greatly  engsged  ja  this  affair  ;  and  the  feripture  in-  :|j  j  j] 

forms  ns,  that  thty  pry  into  thefc  thin  s  :  I  Pet,  i.  12.  u  W  hicb  | 

things  the  angles  defire  to  lock  into,"  How  arc  they  rcprcfcrJcd  ia  1  ![ 

the  Revelation  as  being  employed  in  heaven  fingir.gpraifcs  to  hina 
that  fitteth  on  the  throne,  and  to  the  Lamb  !  New,  fhail  thefe 
take  fomuch  notice  of  this  redemption,  and  of  the  purchafer,whe 
seed  it  not  for  themfelves,  and  have  no  immediate  concern  01  irw 
tereft  in  it,  or  offer  of  it ;  and  will  you,  to  whom  it  is  offered, and  ' 
who  are  in  fucb  extreme  ncccifity  of  it,  neglcii  and  take  no  no¬ 
tice  of  it  ?  j 

5.  Was  it  worth  the  while  fp?  Chrift  to  labour  fo  hard,  and  do 
and  fuffer  fo  much  to  procure  this  falyation,  and  h  it  not  worth 
the  while  for  you  to  be  at  foree  labour  in  feeksng  h  ?  Was  it  a 
thing  of  fo  great  importance,  that  fa-vstjon  fhould  be  procured  for 
fmners,  as  that  it  was  worthy  to  He  with  fucb  weight  on  the  mind 
of  Chrift,  as  to  induce  him  to  become  man,  and  to  fuffer  fucb  con¬ 
tempt  and  labour,  and  even  death  itfelf,  ia  order  to  procure  if, 
though  he  fteod  in  need  of  nothing,  though  he  was  like  to  gain 
no  addition  to  his  eternal  happinefs,  though  he  could  get  nothing 
by  ibofe  that  he  faved,  though  he  did  not  need  them  ;  was  it  of 
fuch  importance  that  f  nner#  fhould  be  laved,  that  he  might  pro* 
peily  be  induced  to  fubmitto  fuch  humiliation  and  fuffering  ;  sr  d 
yet  is  it  not  worth  the  while  for  you,  who  are  one  of  thofe  refera¬ 
ble  tinners  that  need  this  falvation,  and  mull  perifh  eternally  with¬ 
out  it,»to  take  earneft  pains  to  ol^ain  an  i*tcreft  in  it  after  it  is 
procured,  and  all  things  arc  ready? 

4,  Shall  the  Great  God  be  fo  concerned  about  this  falvation, 
as  fo  often  to  overturn  the  woiid  to  m*ke  way  for  il  \  and  wbta, 
all  is  done,  is  it  not  worth  your  feekeng  after  l  hew  has  th 
Lord  of  beavexi  and  earth  been  as  it  were  engaged  about  this  af-  i 

fair !  What  great,  what  wonderful  things  has  fce  done  from  on«s 
age  to  another,  removing  kings,  and  up  kings,  raififcg  up  a 

great  number  of  prophets,  fcpsrating  a  diftinfh  nation  from  the 
reft  of  the  world,  overturning  one  nation  and  kingdom,  smi-  mo¬ 
ther,  and  often  overturning  the  ftatc  of  the  world  ;  auc]  fo  has  eba- 
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I^vatisa  »  Ani  when  he  has  done  all  •  and  when,  at  the 
ci.iie  of  thcfe  ages,  the  great  Saviour  eomcs,  and,  becoming 
incarnate,  and  pa  fling  through  a  long  fteies  of  reproach  and 
fufferiog,  and  then  filtering  all  the  wsvei  and  billows  c i 
Qod*g  wrath  for  mens  fms,  infonsuch  that  they  overwhelmed 
his  fod  ;  after  all  thefe  things  done  Zo  procure  folvation  for  ln- 
nt:3,  is  n  not  worthy  of  your  taking  fo  much  notice  of,  of  being 
io  much  concerned  about,  though  you  are  thofe  perfom  who  need 
iidai  fa!vation3  but  that  rt  fhould  be  thrown  bv,  and  madeccthiig 
®i  in  companion  of  worldly  gam,  or  gay  clothiag,  ©r  youthful 
diver  lions,  and  ether  xuch  uiflipg  things? 

O  4  that  you  who  live  negligent  of  this  falvation,  would  conit* 
der  whit  you  do  I  What  you  have  heard  from  this  fubj  dl,  may 
f)ow  you  what  rea fon  there  is  in  that  exclamation  of  the  Apoftte^ 
Heb.ii.  3.  *«  How  fa  all  wc  efcap*  if  we  negkef  fo  great  falvati- 
on  >  *  and  in  that,  Adis  siii.  41.  **  Behold,  ye  8efpi fen,  and 

wonucr,  and  perifti:  fori  work  a  work  in  your  days,  a  work  which 
you  fit  all  in  no  wife  believe,  though  a  man  declare  it  unto  you.”’ 
God  look?  on  iuch  as  you  ss  great  enemies  of  the  crofs  of  Chrlft, 
S'«d  advci^sries  and  dtdpilers  of  ?J1  the  glory  of  this  great  work.  If 
God  has  made  fueh  account  of  the  glory  of  faivatkm  as  to  deftroy 
jii*s;ty  nations, and  fo  often  overturn  ali  nat;ons,to  prepare  the  wsy 
for  gbry  of  his  $*«  in  this  affair  $  how  little  account  will 
Ls  make  of  the  lives  and  fouls  of  ten  thoufand  fuch  oppofen  ani 
defpixers  as  veu  that  continue  impenitent,  in  comparison  of  thgt 
glory,  when  he  fhall  hereafter  corns  and  find  that-your  welfare ilands 
h  the  way  of^thar  glory  ?  Why  furdy  you  jfhall  be  d&ffced  to 
pieces  aa  a  potter ”2  vehd,  and  trodden  down  as  tbs  mire  of  th® 
Greets.  God  may,  through  wonderful  patience,  hear  with  hard* 
cr.ed  carclcis  finners  so?  a  while  ;  but  be  will  not  long  bear  mtk 
fiich  djcfplfCiS  of  Ins  Gear  Son,  and  kis  great  falvation,  the  glory 
©iT  which  he  has  hac  10  much  at  heart,  before  will  utterly 
soniume  th«m  without  remedy  cr  mercy. 

Sect.  IL 

W  ILL  con  cl  tede  with  a  fcoond  ufe,  of  encouragement  to  bur* 
dened  foub  ttf  put  their  tfufi  In  Chiift  for  faivatiori.  To  *15 
^uch  as  are  not  careiefs  aed;ncg!igent,  but  do  make  feeking  an  ia- 
ft£»eft  hi  Ci inu  fiieB  mu»  bunaefs,  being  feafibls  in  fo©e  meafurc 
m  ^beir  necciCty  of  an  interefi  in  Chrlft,  being  afraid  of  the  wrath 
to  come ;  fa  "  uch  what  has  been  faid  on  this  fubjeeb  held*  forth 
at  idsz  of  encouragement,  to  come  and  venture  their  fouls  oa 
■h*^®  Lord  J  ;Ur»  ChriA  :  end  ss  motive?  'proper  to  excite  you  fo  to 
b-t  ne  lead  you  to  confide?  two  things  in  particular; 
i.  f  he  com  pic  ten efs  of  the  purchase  which  hss  been  atadc.  At 
jcy  bevs  hcisS'dj  ibis  woik^cf  purchasing  iiJvaticn  was  wholly 
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lifted  durks  the  time  of  Chrift’*  humiliation.  When  Chrift  rof. 
from  the  dead,  and  was  exalted  from  that  abatement  to  whith  « 
fubm’.tved  for  our  fetation,  the  putchafe  of  eternal  l.fe  was  com¬ 
pletely  made,  fo  that  there  was  no  need  of  any  thing  tnue  to  * 

done  in  order  to  it.  Bat  now  the  fe  ints  were  fat  ^th^wi.h 

lh«  meiLge  which  wchavc  account  of  in  Main,  xsn.  4. 

hold,  I  hare  prepared  my  dinner  :  my  oxen  and  my  fatties  art 

killed,  and  aU  thing*  are  ready  :  come  unto  the  marriage.  1  here- 

fore  all  thing!  being  ready,  are  your  fins  many  an  gr-a* 
i*  enough  done  by  Chrift  to  procure  their  pardon.  tom  n  nc 
need  of  any  rig^ecufhcfs  of  yours  to  obtain  your  pirdoe i  and  uf- 
tification  :  no,  you  may  come  ivttly,  without  money  au  w  ^ 
price.  Since  therefore  there  h  fueh  a  free  and  gracious  invitation 
%  gtfcn  you,  come  ;  come  naked  as  you  are  ;  come  a,  a  poor  con- 
.  dernned  criminal ;  come  and  caft  yourfeif  down  at  Chrift  s  feet, 
as  one juftly  condemned,  and  utterly^  pkfi  in  yourfeif.  Here  is 
a  complete  fslvation  wrought  out  by  Ctenit,  and  througn  .ca 
offered  to  you.  Come,  therefore,  accept  of  it,  and  fee  laved* 

1.  For  Chrift  to  reject  one  that  thus  come*  to  him,  would  be  t® 
fruftrate  all  tfaote  great  things  which  you  have  heard  that  Goi 
brought  to  pafs  from  the  fall  of  man  to  the  incarnation  of  Chrift. 

It  would  alio  fruftrate  all  thalChrift  did  and  fuftered  while  on  earth; 
yea,  it  would  fruftrate  the  incarnation  of  Chrift  itfclf,  and  all  the 
great  things  done  in  prep'iratipn  for  his  incarnation  5  for  aft  thefe 
things  were  for ‘that  end,  that  thote  might  be  faved  who  (hould- 
'€cme  to  Chrift.  Therefore  you  may  fee  fure  Chrift  will  not  be 
backward  in  fsving  thofe  who  come  to  bins,  and  truft  in  him  1  fes 
&  has  no  defire  to  fruftrate  himfelf  in  his  own  work  ;  it  coft  him 
too  dear  for  that.  Neither  will  God  the  Father  refute  you  ;  for 
fee  has  no  defire  to  fruftrate  himfelf  in  all  that  he  did  for  fo  mmy 
hundreds  and  thonfands  of  years,,  to  prepate  ?.he  way  ror  the  fate 
vation  of  fmners  by  Chrift.  Come,  therefore,  hearken  to  the 
{west  and  eatneft  calls  of  Chrift  to  your  foul.  Do  as  he  invites, 
and  as  he  commands  you,  Matth.  xi»  28.  29.  3®.  f*  Come  un* 
to  me,  all  ye  that  labour,  and  are  heavy  laden,  snd  I  will  gkt* 
you  reft,  Take  my  yoke  upon  you,  and  team  of  me  ;  and  ye  ffeall 
find  reft  uuto  your  fouls.  For  my  yoke  is  eafy,  and  my  burden  is| 
light." 

PERIOD  III. 

IN  difeouifing  on  this  fubjeft,  we  have  already  ffeown  horv  the 
work  of  redemption  was  carried  on  through  the  two  fir  ft  of  the 
three  periods  into  which  we  divided  the  whote  fpsce  of  time  from 
the  fall  to  the  end  of  the  world  ;  and  we  are  now  come  to 
The  third  and  laft  period,  beginning  with  Cbrifi's  refurredfion, 
and  reaching  to  the  end  of  the  world  ;  snd  would  new  (how  hot6/ 
this  work  was  alfo carried  on  through  this  period,  from  tbk 
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eml  orrS,ITa°>N!  ^  tJlC  ^Pace  l*me  from  the 
-  „  ^‘ir'a  s  huniiliation  to  the  end  of  the  world 

fu  cce  fT  o  f  C h ri ft’s  pure  Isa fe! ^  ** 

ofthcgeaeratloB,of«en.  But  all  that  foccefs  ofChrifT,  redlptiof 
ws*  b.sori,  wjs  only  preparatory,  and  wss  bv  way  of  an¬ 
ticipation, as  feme  few  fruits  are  gathered  before  the  hsrvcft.  There 
war  no  more  fuceeh  beforeCbrift  cams  ihanGod  fsw  needful  topre- 

o^Chrife’T^  f°h  f"  ®3®ing-  Thc  ProPer  time  of  the  fucsehor  efftft 
O.Gh.,ft s purehafeof  reie!Dpl)oa  is  lftcr  the  purcIwfthaj  bwp mwJ 

t  me  lf^'T  f  •';*  "0SU  t09ri°y  ,h«  !i«b'  °{  tke  »  day- 
®  ’  Jh  he,fur‘  is  r,fcn»'boVe  may  have  f0dM  fmall  matter  oHt 

ysflstfted  nom  the  moon  Jr  plan*,,  before.  Even  the  fuceefs  ofCbrifi*. 

redemption  while  he  himfoif  w«  on  earth,  was  very  fea!j  h  ^a. 

panfon  of  wnat  it  was  after  thc  eonclufion  of  his  humiliation, 

““  Cbr,ft  h*'rlaB  ‘h«  grtateft  and  moft  difficult  of  ail 

work*,  the  work  of  the  pu -chafe  of  redemption,  now  is  ceme  the 

time  for  obtaining  the  end  of  it,  the  glorious  effoa  of  it.  This  i« 
the  next  work  he  goes  about.  Having  gone  thro*  the  whole  courfe 
®f  hn  fuftertngi  and  humiliation,  there  is  an  cad  to  ail  thin?* 
of  that  nature  :  be  is  never  to  foffer  any  more.  But  now  is  the 
tune  for  him  to  obtain  the  joy  that  was  fet  before  him.  Having 
made  his  foul  oa  ottering  for  fin,  now  is  the  time  for  him  to  fee 
his  feed,  ana  to  have  a  portion  divided  to  him  with  the  great,  and 
to  divide  the  fpoil  wish  the  $rong. 

One  defign  of  Ckrift  in  vrhat  he  did  Ii  his  humiliation,  ws&  to 
fty  a  foundation  for  the  overthrow  of  fatan's  kingdom  ,•  and  now 
is  come  the  time  to  efctf  it,  asChrift,  a  little  before  his  crucifixion, 
faid,  John  xii.  31.  et  Now  is  thc  judgement  of  this  world  ;  now 
fkall  the  prince  of  this  world  be  cart  cut."  Another  defign  was,  to 
gather  together  in  one  all  things  in  Chrift.  Now  is  come  the  time 
for  this  alfo  :  John  xii.  32.  «  And  I,  if  I  be  lifted  up, 'will  draw 
all  men  unto  me  which  is  agreeable  fcojacob’s  prophecy  of  Chrift, 
that  “whenSHhk  fhould  come,  to  him  ihould  the  gathering  of 
the  people  be,"  Gen.  xlix,  10  Another  defign  is  thc  falvatica 
of  the  cleft.  Now  when  his  fufferlng*  are  finished,  and  bis 
humiliation  is  perfefted,  the  time  is  come  for  that  alfo  : 
Hcb.  r .  8.  9.  ts  Though  he  were  a  Son,  yet  learned  he  obedience 
by  the  things  which  he  faffered  :  and  being  made  perfeft,  he  be¬ 
came  the  author  of  eternal  falvation  unto  all  them  that  obey  him.” 
Another  defiga  was,  to  acccmplith  by  thefc  tilings  great  glory  to 
the  perfons  of  thc  Trinity.  Now  alfo  is  come  the  time  for  that ; 
J$ha  zviic  i*  “  If  Mbcr*  the  fcm  is  QQm  i  glorify  thy  Son,  that 
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They  come  «o  Jofeph  to  witn  hi*  of  the  denger  whi.h  threatened 
4  L  aifo  o.y  glorify  thee.”  Another  dehgn  was  the  glory  of 

the  faints.  Now  is  the  time  alfb  for  this :  “  John *  .  “  A. 
thou  haft  given  him  power  over  all  fleih,  that  he  (hoM  £  «( ‘ 
nil  life  to  as  many  as  thou  baft  given  h:m.  And  all  ‘a*  d  p  n 
fations  of  Cod's  providence  henceforward,  even  to  the  final  «on- 
fuwmatioa  of  all  things,  are  to  give  Chrift  his  reward,  end  f» 
his  end  in  what  he  did  and  fuffsred  upon  earth,  and  to  iu*a» 
joy  that  was  fet  before  him. 

INTRODUCTION. 

BEFORE  I  enter  on  the  confkkration  of  any  particular  thing# 
aceoaipii&td  in  thU  peribd,  1  would  briefly  obferve  feme 
things  in  general  concerning  it  ;  and  particularly  how  the  time*  ©1 

this  period  are  rep^efeated  in  fcrlpture* 

I.  The  of  this  period,  for  the  moft  part,  are  thole  which 
li  the  Old  TefUracni  are  called  the  Utter  days.  We  often,  in  the 
prophets  of  the  O’d  Tcftimsnt,  read  ef  fech  and  fuch  things  ,th*t 
Should  come  is  pafs  in  the  latter  days,  and  foraeuise*  in  -he  ls.fi 
days*  Now  tfcefe  exprsfiions  of  the  prophets  are  tnoft  commonly 
lobe  imderftood  of  the  times  of  the  period  that  we  are  now  upon* 
They  arc  called  the  latter  days,  and  tkslaji  days  ;  bccaufe  this  is 
the  laft  period  of  the  fmss  of  God’s  provident**  on  earth,  thi*  laft 
period  ©f  that  great  wotk  of  providence,  the  work  of  redemption, 
which  as  it  were  the  fum -of  God’s  works  of  providence,  khs 
time  wherein  the  church  is  under  the  lift  difpeafatioa  of  the  con- 
venaat  of  grace  that  ever  it  will  be  under  on  earth. 

II.  The  whole  time  of  this  period  is  forastimes  in  feripture  cal¬ 
led  the  end  of  the  world,  as,  I  Cor.  x.  1 1.  ®‘  Now  all  thefc  things 
happened  unto  them  for  enfsmples :  and  they  were  written  from 
our  admonition,  upon  whom  the  ends  of  the  world  are  come.’ 
And  the  ApofHe,  Heb.  ix.  26,  in  this  expreflion  of  the  end  of  si* 
•world,  mean*  the  whole  of  the  gofple  day,  from  the  birth  of  Chrift 
to  the  fin; (bio g  of  the  dsy  of  judgment  :  il  But  now  once  ia  the 
end  of  .he  world,  bath  he  appeared,  to  put  sway  fin  by  the  facri- 
ficc  of  himfelf*"  This  fpace  of  time  m?y  well  be  called  the  end  of 
the  world ;  for  this  whole  time  was  taken  up  in  bringing  things  to 
their  great  end  and  iiTue,  to  that  great  iflue  that  God  bad  been  pre* 
paring  the  way  for,  ia  all  the  great  difpenfations  of  providance,, 
from  the  firft  fall  of  man  to  this  time.  Before,  things  were  ia  a 
kind  of  preparatory  fine  ;  hut  now  they  are  in  a  fiddling  ftate* 
It  is  the  winding  up  of  things  which  is  all  this  while  accomplifiiing. 
An  end  is  now  brought  to  the  former  carnal  <Utc  of  things, whicit 
by  degrees  vanilhes,  and  a  fpiritual  ftate  begin*  to  be  cftablilhed, 
and  to  be  eftablifetd  more  and  more.  Firft,  an  end  i*  brought  to 

the  former  fiat©  of  the  ehureb,  which  may  be  Galled  it*  worldly 

ftate. 
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^ate,  the  ftate  whereia  it  wai  fubjeft  to  carnal  ordinance!,  and 
Ihc  rudiment!  of  the  world  :  and  then  an  end  was  brought  to  the 
Jewdh  ftate,  in  tbediftraSion  of  their  city  and  country,  and  then, 
after  that,  an  end  is  brought  to  she  old  Heathen  empire  in  Cqu- 
fcantine’g  time  ;  which  is  another  arid  further  de  gree  of  the  wind¬ 
ing  up  arid  ffoifhingsof  the  world  :  mi  vc  nzzi  ftep  i$  the  fin- 
iihing  of  Satan’s  viftblt  kingdom  in  the  world,  upon  ike  fall  of 
Antichrift,  and  the  Galling  of  the  Jews  :  and  teft  will  came  the 
ieftru&ion  of  the  outward  frame  of  the  world  itfclf,  at  the  conelu- 
fton  of  .the  day  of  judgment.  But  the  w  orld  is  ail  this  while  as  ii 
were  a  finishing, fiio'  it  come*  to  an  end  by  federal  fleps  and  degrees. 
Heaven  and  earth  began  to  fhakejn  ©?der  to  a  (Fffblueio**,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  prophecy  of  Hagg.su,  before  Chrift  c*me,  that  fo  only 
thofe  things  that  cannot  be  In  a  ken  may  remain  i.  $.  that  thofe 
things  that  arc  to  ccmc  to  an  end  m  ay  come  to  an  «nd,  and  that 
©nly  thofe  things  may  remain  which  are  to  remain  to  all  eternity* 
So,  in  the  fi/fk  place,  the  carnal  ordinance*  of  the  Jewifh  wor- 
ftip  came  to  an  cod, to  tpafee  way  for  the  efUbnfhmcm  of  that  fpi- 
fiitual  worfhip,  the  worship  of  the  heart,  which  is  to  endure  to  all 
fiternhy  :  John  Iv.  si.  ,tf  J.efu*  faith  unto  the  woman.  Believe 
me,  the  hour  someth,  when  ye  Hull  neither  in  this  mountain,  cor 
yet  at  Jerusalem,  wprfhip  the  Father/’  Verf.  23.  14  But  tbs 

Ikour  corner. k,  end  new  is,  when  the  true  sec?  Shippers  fhall  worfkip 
idle  Father  in  fpirit  and  in  truth  :  for  the  Father  feeketh  fuch  t# 
woifkip  him.”  This  is  one  infisnee  of  she  temporary  world’s 
coming  to  aa  end,  and  the  sternal  world's  beginning.  After  ihat, 
fine  outward  temple,  and  the  outward  city  Jerufalem,  came  to  aa 
«nd,  to  give  place  to  the  felting  up  of  the  fpirjtual  temple  and  the 
Spiritual  city,  which  are  to  Sail  to  eternity  ;  which  is  another  in- 
$aaee  of  removing  thof*  things  which  are  ready  to  vaniffo  away, 
that  thofe  things  which  cannot  be  flukes  may  remain.  Alter  tha* 
the  old  Heathen  empire  comes  to  an  end,  to  nuke  wav  for  the  em¬ 
pire  of  Chrift, which  fhall  laft  t©  all  eternity  ;  which  i*  another  ftep 
of  bringing  the  temporal  world  to  an  end,  and  of  the  beginning  of 
the  world  to  come,  which  is  m  eternal  world.  After  that,  upon 
the  fall  of  Antichrift  and  end  ii  put  to  Satan's  vifible  kingdom 
oiteanh,  to  eflabliih  Chris’s  kingdom,  which  is  an  eternal  king¬ 
dom  5  as  the  prophet  Daniel  fay?,  chap.  vii.  27.  44  And  the  king¬ 
dom  and  dominion,  and  the  greatnef#  of  the  kingdom  under  the 
whole  heaven,  $uSI  be  guta  to  tie  people  ci  tit  faints  of  thcMoft 
High,  whofe  kingdom  h  $a  evcrlafting  kingdom,  and  all  domin¬ 
ions  fhali  ferve  sad  obtv  him  :  *'  which  is  another  inAtnce  ©f  the 
finding  of  the  temporary  world,  and  tke  beginning  of  the  eternal 
©He#  Laftly,  the  very  frame  of  this  corruptible  world  fhall  come 
to  an  end,  to  make  way  for  the  church  to  dwell  in  another  dw:ih 
fngpkc®,  which  fhall  hft  to  fitcftity  j  ©kith  it  the  Uft  i&ft&ssft 
©f  the  fame  thing* 
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Bccaofe  the  world  h  th  rs  coming  to  an  end  by  various  fteps  and 

degrees  the  Apoftlc  perhaps  ufes  thi*  exprdbon,  that  ends  of 

the  world  are  come  on  us  ;  not  the  end,  but  the  ends,  of  the  plural 
number,  as  though  the  world u  fewal  endings  «ne  after  another. 

The  gofpel-difpenfation  h  theUft  ftate  of  this gs  in  the  world  , 
and  thb  ft  ate  U  a  finifoing  State  i  it  is  all  (pent  in  fir.iftuBg  things 
off  Which  before  had  been  preparing,  or  abolishing  things  which 
be  ore  had  flood.  It  is  all  fpent  as  it  were  in  fu®mtng  things  up, and 
br’ngii.%  them  to  their  iffue*,  and  their  proper  fulfilment.  Now  all 
the  old  types  are  fulfiied.  and  aH  the  prophecies  of  all  the  prophets 
from  the  teginn’Rg  of  the  world fhall  be accofliplifted  in  this  period. 

Ul.  That  ftate  of  things  which  is  attained  in  the  event*  of  this 
period  is  called  a  new  haven  and  a  new  earth:  If.  Ixv.  17,  18. 
n  For  behold,  I  create  new  heaven*,  and  a  new  earth  r  and  the 
former  (hail  not  be  remembered,  nor  come  into  mind.  But  he 


you  g!?d  and  rejoice  forever  in  that  which  I  create  1  for  behold,  I 
ctg3<c  Jerufalcm  a  rejoicing,  and  her  people  a  joy*  And  chi? 
ixvi.  22.  “  For  as  the  new  heavens  and  the  new  earth  which  I 
make,  fball  remain  before  me  ;  fo  (hall  your  feed  and  your  name 
remain.”  See  alfo  ch.  li.  16.  As  the  former  ftate  ©f  things,  or 
the  old  world,  by  one  ftep  after  another,  is  through  this  period 
coming  to  an  end  ;  fo  the  new  ftate  of  things,  or  the  new  world, 
which  is  a  fpmtaal  world*  is  beginning  and  fetting  up. 

The  hcavea  and  earth  which  are  corruptible,  are  fhaking,  that 
the  new  heavens  and  new  earth,  which  cannot  kc  fhaken,  may  bt 
eftabliflied  and  remain. 

In  confeqwcnce  of  each  of  thefe  fmifhings  of  the  old  Hate  of 
thing*, there  is  a  new  beginning  of  a  new  and  eternal  ftate  of  things. 
So  wa*  that  which  acconpanied  thedeftru&ion  of  Jerufalem,  which 
was  an  eftablifhing  of  the  Spiritual  Jerufalem,  iaftead  of  die  literal. 
So  with  refptft  to  the  deftru&ion  of  the  old  Heathen  empire,  and 
all  the  other  endings  of  the  old  ftate  of  things,  till  at  length  the 
very  outward  frame  of  the  old  world  itfelf  (hall  some  to  an  end  ; 
and  the  church  (hall  dweR  in  a  world  new  to  it,  or  to  a  great  part 
of  it,  even  heaven,  which  will  be  a  new  habitation  ;  and  then 
{hall  the  utmoftbe  accomplifhed  that  i*  meant  by  the  new  heavens 
and  the  new  earth.  See  Rev.  xxi;  t. 

The  end  of  God’s  creating  the  world  Was  to  prepare  a  kingdom 
for  his  Son,  (for  he  I*  appointed  heir  of  the  world),  and  that  he 
might  have  the  poffefF.on  of  it,  and  a  kingdom  in  it,  which  (hail 
remain  to  all  eternity.  So  that,  fo  far  forth  a*  the  king' 
dem  of  Chrift  is  fet  up  in  the  world  fo  far  is  the  world 
brought  to  its  end,  and  the  eternal  ftate  of  things  fet  up.  So  far 
are  all  the  great  changes  and  revolutions  of  the  ages  of  the  world 
brought  to  their  evcrlafting  ilTue,  and  all  things  come  to  their  ulti¬ 
mate  period.  So  far  arc  the  water*  c{  the  long  channel  %{  divine 
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p  ovidence,  which  has  fo  many  branches,  and  fo  many  winding 
and  turnings  emptied  oat  info  their  proper  ocean,  which  they  have 
fceen  leaking  from  the  beginning  and  head  of  their  courfe,  and  fo 
are  come  to  their  reft.  So  far  as  (Thrift**  kingdom  is  eftablifhed  in 
the  world,  fo  far  are  things  wound  up  and  fettled  in  their  cverhft- 
teg  ft  ate,  and  a  period  put  to  the  courfe  of  things  in  this  changea¬ 
ble  world  ;  fo  far  are  the  iirft  heavens  and  the  fi,ft  eanh  come  to 
an  end,  and  she  new  heavens  and  the  new  earth  come  to  an  end,  and 
the  new  heavens'  and  the  new  earth,  the  evodafting  hcavent  and 
csrtn,  eftaohfhed  in  their  room.  This  leads  me  to  obferve, 
iv.  Fh^i  ihe  itare  of  things  which  is  attained  by  the  events  of 
this  period,  h  what  in  Jo  often  called  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  or  the 
kingdom  of  God  We  very  often  read  in  the  New-Teftament  of 
the  kingdom  of  heaven.  John  tUB-ptift  preached,  that  the  kingdom 
©f  heaven  was  at  hand  ;  and  fo  did  Chrift,  and  his  difciplcs  after 
him  ;  refering  to  foajethihg  that  the  Jews  in  thofe  days  expelled, 

aod  very  much  talked  of*  which  they  called  by  that  name.  They 
feem  to  have  taken  their  expedition  and  the  name  chiefly  from 
that  prophecy  of  Dan  id  h  N:  buch  mdzczz  <  r ’$  dream,  Dan.  ii.  44, 

*4  ArM  in  the  days  of  tfee-re  kings  (ball  the  God  of  heaven  fet  up 
a  kingdom  together  with  that  in  chap,  vii,  13.,  14, 

Now  rhi?  kingdom  of  heaven  h  that  evangelical  ft  ate  oft  things 
in  his  church, -arid  in  the  world,  wherein  confifts  the  fuccefs  of 
C  resumption  in  this  period.  There  had  been  often  great 
kingdoms  A  up  before,  which  were  earthly  kingdoms  j  as  the  Ba- 
byfon?rhr  Ferfran,  ikeGrt  clan,  and  tbeKoman  monarchies.  ButCbrift 
tc^  to  fet  up  the  daft  kingdom,  which  is  net  an  earthly  kingdom, 
but  an  heavenly,  and  fo  is  the  kingdom  oft  heaven  :  John  xviii, 
3.5v  *4  My  kingdom  h  not  of  this  world.’’  This  is  the  kingdom 
of  which  Chrift  /peaks,,  Luke  xxii,  29  *•  My  Father  hath  ap¬ 

pointed  to  me  a  kingdom.,”  This  kingdom  began  fcon  after  Shrift's 
refurreeftion,  and  was  accompliftssd  in  various  fttps  from  that  time 
to  the  end  of  the  werld.  Sometimes  by  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  is 
meant  that  fpkitual  ftatc  of  the  church  which  began  foots  afterChr  ift's 
refurredfion  ;  fometimes  that  more  perfe£l  ftstc  ©f  the  church  which 
fhsll  obtain  after  the  downfall  of  Ansicbrift  ;  and  fometimes  that 
glorious  and  bteiTed  ftatc  to  which  the  church  fball  be  received  a:  the 
day  of  judgement  :  X  Cor.  xv.  50,  the  spoil}*,  Xpeaking  of  the 
refurredlon,  fays,  *'  This  I  fay,  that  ftdh  and  blood  cannot  in¬ 
herit  the  kingdom  of  God.” 

Under  this  head  1  would  obferve  Averal  thing*  particularly,  for 
the  clearer  undemanding  of  what  the  feripture  fays  concerning  thi* 
period. 

1.  The  feuieg  up  of  the  kingdom  of  Chnft  is  chiefly  accom- 
plifhsd  by  four  fuccelTive  great  events,  each  of  which  is  in  ferip- 
Sure  called  Ghri/i’t  coming  in  hit  kingdom.  The  whole  fuccefs  of 

thrift's 


the  Work  ol  REDEMPTION. 


177 


Chrift’s  redemption  is  comprehended  in  one  word,  viz.  h«  fetiins 
ud  his  kingdom.  This  is  chiefly  done  by  four  great  iuecefhve  at  - 
negations  of  providence  ;  and  every  one  ot  them  js  .eprtfrnud  m 
feripture  as  Chrift's  coming  in  his  kingdom.  The  full  tsChnft 
appearing  inthofe  wonderful difpenfaEions  of  ptovidence  in  tie  a- 
poftlesdavs,  in  fettipg  up  his  kingdom,  and  deftroytng  me  ene* 
mies  of  his  kingdom,  which  ended  in  the  deftrufhon  o  Jenuekrn. 
This  is  called  Chrift's  coming  in  his  kingdom,  Matih.  xvi.  zH. 

.<  Verily  I  fay  unto  you,  there  be  fome  ftanding  here,  which  wall 
not  tafte  of  death  till  they  fee  the  S»n  of  man  coming  in  his  king¬ 
dom.”  And  fo  it  is  reprefented  in  Matth.  xxiv.  rhe  fecond  is 
that  which  was  accomphfhed  in  Conflantine  s  time,  in  tee  defUuc- 
tionof  the  Heathen  Roman  empire.  This  is  reprefented  a*. -hr  t ft  s 
coming,  and  is  compared  to  his  coming  to  judgement,  in  we  6th 
chapter  of  Revelation  at  the  latter  end.  The  third  is  .ha  which 
is  robe  accompliffced  at  the  deftruflion  of  Antichriu.  This  alf 
is  reprefented  as  Chrift's  coming  in  his  kingdom  rn  the  71b  chapse 
of  Daniel,  and  in  other  places,  as  1  may  poffibiy  ftow  hereafters 
when  l  come  to  fpeak  of  it.  Tee  fourth  and  laft  a  his  corni,  g  to 
the  hft  judgement,  which  is  the  event  principally  fignine-  in  lerip- 

turc  by  Ckri/i’s  coming  into  his  Kingdom*  .  , 

z.  I  would  obferve,  that  each  of  the  three  former  of.  thefe  is  a 

lively  image  or  type  of  the  fourth  and  laft,  viz.  Cnnfts  coming 

to  the  final  judgement,  a,  the  principal  difpenfat.ons  of  providence 
before  Chrift’s  firft  coming,  were  types  of  that  fi.fl  coming. 

As  Chrift's  Uft  coming  to  judgement  is  accompanied  wuh  a  refur- 
rtClion  of  the  dead,  fo  is  each  of  the  three  foregoing  with  a  fpu.- 
tual  refurretf  ion.  That  coming  of  Chrift,  which  cnecd  in  the  ne- 
ftruTion  of  Jerufslem,  was  preceded  by  a  glorious  fpiritual  reft:,- 
region  of  fouls  in  the  calling  of  the  Gentiles,  and  bringing  home 
fuch  multitudes  of  fouls  to  Chrift  by  the  preaching  of  the  gofpei- 
So  Chrift’s  coming  in  Conftantine's  time,  was  accompanied  with  a  • 
.’o.ious  fpiritual  refurrettion  of  the  greater  pa«t  of  the  known 
world,  in  areftoratUm  of  it  to  a  vifiblc-church  ftate,  from  a  ftate  of 
Heatbenifm.  SoChrift’s  coming  at  the  deftrufiion  ofAnticbrnt.wuj 
be  attended  with  a  fpiritual  refurredion  of  the  church  jafrertt  had 
been  long  as  it  were  dead,  in  the  times  of  Antichrift.  This  is  cal¬ 
led  the  firft  refurrtcUsn  in  the  20th  chapter  of  Revelations.  ^ 
Again,  as  Chrift  in  the  laft  judgement  will  gloriodly  «n*r'»evt 
himfclf  coming  in  the  glory  of  his  Father,  fo  in  each  of  the  twee 

foregoing  events  Chrift  glorioufly  tnanikfted  himfe'.f  in  ie,i  !r‘£ 
judgements  upon  his  enemies,  and  in  fhowing  grace  and  favour  to 
his  church  ;  and  as  the  laft  coming  of  Chrift  v>  i!i  be  '• 

a  literal  gathering  together  of  the  cleft  from  the  four  winds  ot  hea¬ 
ven,  fo  were  each  of  the  preceding  attended  with  a  fgiatua!  gstna- 
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ing  in  of  the  eleft.  As  this  gathering  together  of  the  cleft  will 
^  Ct nd *5  angeis  with  a  great  found  of  a  trumpet,  as  ia 

Matth.  xxiv,  31.  ;  fo  were  each  of  the  preceding  fpirhual  ing  a- 
therings  effe&ed  by  the  trumpet  of  the  gofpel, founded  by  the  m*ni- 
flers  of  Chnft,  As  there  (bail  precede  the  la  if  appearance  of  Chr»ft, 
a  time  of  great  degeneracy  and  wickednefs,  f9  this  has  been,  or 
will  be,  the  cafe  with  each  of  the  other  appearances.  Before  each 
of  them  is  a  time  of  great  oppofition  to  the  church:  before  the 
by  the  Jews,  in  their  perfections  that  we  read  of  in  the  Wear 
Teftament  ;  before  the  feednd,  viz  in  Coriftantine*  time,  by  the 
Jdeathen,  in  feveral  fuccefhve  persecutions  raifed  by  the  Roman 
emperors  againft  the  Chriftians  ;  before  tne  third,  by  Anilchriit  5 
before  the  UCi,  byGog  and  Magog,  as  deferibed  m  the  Revelation.’ 

By  each  of  thele  comings  of  Chrilt  God  works  a  glorious  de¬ 
liverance  for  his  church.  Each  bi  them  h  accompanied  with  a 
glorious  advancement  of  the  ft  ate  of  the  church.  The  fir  ft,  which 
ended  in  the  deftrudion  of  Jerusalem,  was  attended  with  bringing 
the  church  into  the  glorious  fiats  of  the  gofpel,  a  glorious  fiats  of 
the  church  very  much  prophefied  of  old,  whereby  the  church  wa* 
advanced  i&tofar  more  glorious  circumftances  than  it  was  in  before 
under  the  Jewifh  difpen  fat  ion.  The  fecond,  which’  was  in  Con- 
ft  a  nu  lie's  time,  was  accompanied  with  aa  advancement  of  the 
church  into  a  ftate  of  liberty  from  perfection,  and  the  counte¬ 
nance  of  civil  authority,  and  triumph  over  their  Heathen  persecu¬ 
tors.  The  third,  which  fhall  be  at  she  downfall  of  Antichrif?, 
will  bevaecompariicd  with-an  advancement  of  the  church  i*to  that 
ftatc  of  the  glorious  prevalence  of  truth,  liberty,  peace,  and  j&y 9 
that  we  fooHen  read  of  ia  the  prophetical  parts  of  feripture' 
The  laft  will  be  attended  with  she  advancement  of  the  church  to 
confutn  late  glory  In  both  foul  and  body  in  heaven. 

Each  of  thofc  comings  of  Chrift  is  accompanied  with  a  terrible 
deftrudion  of  the  wicked,  and  the  enemies  of  the  church  :  the  fifft 
with  the  deftruftion  of  she  perfecting  Jews,  which  was  amazingly 
terrible  ;  the  fccond,  with  dreadful  judgements  on  the  Heathen 
perfccuiars  of  the  church,  of  which  more  hereafter  ;  the  third,  with 
the  awful  deftrudion  o£  Antichrift.  the  meft  crutl  and  bitter  ene- 

i  ; 

my  that  ever  the  church  had  ;  the  fourth,  with  diviitc  wrath  and 
vcngeince  on  all  the  ungodly. 

Further,  there  is  in  each  of  thefe  comings  of  Chrift  an  ending 
of  the  old  heavens  and  the  old  earth,  and  a  beginning  of  new  Hca. 
yeas  and  a  ne  w  earth  ;  or  an  end  of  a  temporal  ftatc  of  things,  and 
a  beginning  of  an  eternal  ftate. 

3.  I  would  obferve,  that  each  of  thofe  four  great  difpenfations 
Which  are  rcp'efenied  as  Chrift's  coming  in  his  kingdom,  are  hut 

many  fieps  and  degrees  of  the  accompliflimeat  of  one  event, 
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Thev  art  not  the  fcttingup  of  fomanydiftwa  kingdom,  of  Chrift ; 
th-v  are  all  of  them  only  feveral  degrees  of  the  accomp.ifcme 
:•  h  one  even  prophcfied  of,  D.n.  vii.  13-  J4-  "  1  faw  m 

.wT.Ifl.-.!  ,nd  behold,  ooe  like  *.  Son  •<  »“■  »* 

the  civil  It  of  heaven,  »od  com.  to  the  Ancient  of  oay*.  an  y 

htonyh,  hi.  befotnhta.  A1 J” '  *=  “ion  "and 
on.  and  glory,  and  a  kingdom,  that  all  p-pic,  »  * 

languages  Ihouldferve  him  :  his  dominion  »  an  everlafting  dom  r 
ion“  and  his  kingdom  that  which  fhall  not  be  deft  toyed  Tpu  » 
what  the  Jews  expefted,  and  called  “  the  coming  of  the  k.ngdom 
pi  heaven  and  what  John  the  Baptift  and  Chrift  had  re{fed  °* 
when  theyfaid,  “  The  kingdom  of  heaven  is  at  hand.  .  T 
great  event  is  gradually  actompliftied,  or  is  accomphlhed,  by  feve- 
?a!  item.  Thofe  four  great  events  which  have  been  mentioned, 
were  feveral  ftepi  towards  the  accomplilhment  of  this  grand  event. 

When  Chrift  cams  with  tbs  preaching  of  the  apoftles,  to  fc  up 
his  kingdom  in  the  world,  which  difpenfation ended  with  the  e- 
ftruaion  of  Jerufalem,  then  it  wa*  accoraplifhcd  in  a i  gionoui  de¬ 
gree  ;  when  the  Heathen  empire  was  deftroyed  in  Conftantine  s 
time,  it  was  fulfilled  in  a  further  degree  $  when  Anttchrift  (hall  tv 
deftroyedjit  will  be  accomplifhed  in  a  yet  higher  degree :  ;  bat  when 
the  end  of  the  world  is  come, then  will  it  be  acompaftacdm  m '  moft 
p:rfea  degree  of  all ;  then  it  will  be  Easily  fccomplctly  acqomphfhcd. 
And  becaufe  thefe  four  great  events  are  but  images  one  of  another 
and  the  three  former  but  types  of  the  laft,  and  Encc  they  are  a 
only  feveral  fteps  of  the  aceompliftunsnt  of  the  fame  tnings  ;  hence 
we  find  them  all  from  time  to  time  prophesied  of  under  one, as  they 
are  in  the  prophecies  of  Daniel,  and  as  they  are  in  the  24th  chapter 
of  Matthew,  where  feme  things  feem  more  applicable  to  one  of 
them,  and  others  to  another. 

4  I  would  obferve,  that  as  there  are  feveral  fteps  of  the  accom- 
pltfhment  of  the  kingdom  of  Chrift,  fo  in  each  one  of  them  the 
event  is  accompliilicd  in  a  further  degree  than  in  the  foregoing. 
That  in  the  tinic  of  Conftantine  was  a  greater  and  further  accom- 
plifhment  of  the  kingdom  of  Cbrift,  than  that  wfaich  ended  in  the 
deflruClion  of  Jerufalem  ;  that  which  fhall  be  at  the  fall  01  Anti- 
ehrift,will  be  a  further  accompSifhment  of  the  fame  thing, than  tost 
which  took  place  in  the  time  of  Conftantine  ;  and  fo  on  with  re¬ 
gard  to  each  :  fo  that  the  kingdom  of  Cbrift  i*  gradually  pre¬ 
vailing  and  growing  by  thefe  feveral  great  fteps  of  it*  fulfilment, 
from  the  time  of  Chrift’s  refurrc&ion,  to  the  end  of  the  world. 

5  .  And  laftly.  It  may  be  dbferved,  that  the  great  providences 
of  God  between  thefe  four  great  events,  arc  to  make  way  for  the 
kingdom  and  glory  of  Chrift  in  the  great  event  following.  Thofe 
difpenfatioa*  of  province  which  were  tpwaidi  1^  church  of  Gc4 
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*nd  •  l!orL»  befor«  *e  dcftrudion  of  the  Heathen  empire  in  the 
time  of  .Conftantine,  kern  all  to  have  been  to  mike  way  for  the 

glory  of  Chrift,  and  the  happinefs  of  the  oburch  in  that  event 
And  fo  the  great  providences  oi  Gad  which  are  after  that,  till  the 
dc, traction  of  Antichrift,  s»d  the  beginning  of  the  glorious  time* 
*>  the  church,  which  follow,  feem  ah  to  be  to  prepare  the  way  for 
the  greater  glory  of  Chrift  and  his  church  in  that  event ;  and  the 
providences  of  God  which  (hail  be  after  that  to  the  end  of  the 
world,  f«m  to  be  fo:  tht  greater  mmiftfration  of  Chrift’s  glory  at 
the  end  of  tse  world  ;  and  in  the  coslnmmatisn  of  all  things, 
Ihm  I  thought  it  needful  to  cbfcrve  thefe  things  in  general  con¬ 
cerning  this  lavt  period  of  the  feries  of  God’s  providence,  before 
I  take  notice  or  trie  particular  providences  by  which  the  work  of 
redemption  is  carried  on  through  this  period,  in  their  order  :  and 
bvtoie  Ido  that,  I  will  alfo  briefly  anfwer  to  an  Inqjjiry,  viz, 
Wby  the  fetting  upofChrift’s  kingdom  after  his  humiliation,ftiould 
bs  fo  gradual,  by  io  nunyfteps  that  are  fa  long  in  accompliihing, 
fsnee  God  couid  eafily  have  finifhed  it  at  once  ? 

Though  it  would  be  preemption  ia  ui  to  pretend  to  declare  all 
the  ends  of  God  in  this,  yet  doubtfefs  much  of  the  wifdoza  of  God 
may  be  ieen  in  it  by  us  ;  and  particularly  in  tfeefe  two  things. 

L  la  this  way  the  glory  of  God's  wifdom,  in  the  manner  of 
doing  this,  is  more  vifible  to  the  obfervation  of  creatures.  If  it 
had  been  done  at  once,  in  an  inftant,  of  in  a  very  £hort  time,  there 
would  not  haye  been  fuch  opportunities  for  creatures  to  perceive 
and  obferve  the  particular  fteps  of  divine  wifdom,  as  when  the 
work  is  gradually  accomplished,  and  one  effeft  of  his  wifdom  is 
held  forth  to  obfervation  afie^  another.  It  is  wifely  determined  of 
God,  to  acc#mp!ilh  bis  great  defign  by  a  wonderful  and  long  feries 
or  events,  that  the  glory  of  his  wifdom  may  be  difplayed  in  the 
whole  feries,  and  that  the  glory  ©£  his  perfections  may  be  feen, 
appearing,  as  it  were,  by  parts,  and  in  particular  fuccefFive  mani- 
fefbtions :  For  if  all  that  glory  which  appears  i*  all  thefe  events 
had  been  manifefted  at  once,  it  would  have  been  too  much  for  us, 
and  more  than  we  at  once  could  take  notice  of  ;  it  would  have 
dazaVd  our  eyes  and  overpowered  our  fight, 

2.  Satan  ti  more  glorioufly  triumphed  over — God  could  eafily, 
by  an  aft  of  almighty  power,  at  once  have  cruihed  Satan.  But  by 
giving  him  time  to  ufe  his  utmoft  fubtilty  to  hinder  the  fuccefsof 
what  Chrift  had  done  and  buffered,  he  is  not  defeated  merely  by 
furprife,  but  has  large  opportunity  to  ply  his  utmoft  power  and 
fubtilty  again  and  again,  to  ftrengthen  his  own  ifitcrcft  all  that  he 
can  by  the  work  ©f  many  ages.  Thus  God  deftroys  and  confounds 
him,  and  fets  up  Gbrift’s  kingdom  time  after  time,  in  fpite  of  all 
lik  fubtle  jnacbiaattQa?  asd  great  workif  and  by  every  ftsp  advan- 
. . .  ~  ^ .  4  ~  ces 
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**  it  mil  higher  and  fcfghcr,  til!  at  length  it  I*  fully  fet  up,  and 
Satan  perfeftly  and  eternally  vanquifhed  m  the  end  of  all  things 
I  now  proceed  to  take  notice  of  the  particular  events,  whereby, 
from  the  end  of  Chrift’s  humiliation  to  the  end  of  the  world,  the 
fucccfs  of  Chrift’s  purchafc  has  been  or  (hall  be  accomph/hcd. 

x.  1  would  take  notice  of  thofe  things  whereby  Chrift  was  put  into 
an  immediate  capacity  for  accomplifting  the  end  of  his  purchafe. 
2.  I  would  fhow  how  he  obtained  or  actompliAed  that  lucceli, 

PART  I. 

I  WOULD  take  notice,  fuft,  of  thofe  things  by  which  Chnft 
was  put  into  a  capacity  for  accompli foing  the  end  of  his  purchafe. 
They  are  two  things,  viz;  his  refurrc&ion,  and  hi*  afeenfion.  As 
we  obferved  before,  the  incarnation  of  Chrift  was  neceffary  in  order 
to  Chrift’s  being  in  a  near  capacity  for  the  purchaf*  of  redemption  , 

f0  the  refurreaion  and  afeenfi on  of  Chrift  were  requifite  in  order 
to  his  accomplishing  the  fuccefs  of  his  purchafe. 

I.  His  refurrcaion.  It  was  neceflary  in  order  to  Chnft  s  ob¬ 
taining  the  end  and  effsa  of  his  purchafe  of  redemption,  that  he 
fhould  rife  from  the  dead.  For  God  the  Father  had  committed  the 
whole  affair  of  redemption,  not  only  the  purchafing  of  it,  but  the 
beftowing  of  the  bleffings  purchafcd,  to  his  Son,  that  he  (hould  not 
only  purchafe  it  as  prieft ,  but  actually  bring  it  about  as  king  ;  and 
that  he  {hould  do  this  as  God*  man.  For  God  the  Father  would  have 
nothing  to  do  with  fallen  man  in  a  way  of  mercy  but  by  a  mediator. 
But  in  order  that  Cbrift  might  carry  on  the  work  of  redemption, 
aad  accomplifk  the  fuccefs  of  his  own  purpofc  as  God-man,  it  waj 
necelTary  that  he  fhould  be  alive,  and  fo  that  he  ikould  rife  from 
the  dead.  Therefore  Chrift,  after  he  had  finifhed  this  purchafe  by 
death,  and  by  continuing  for  a  time  under  the  power  of  death,  rifes 
from  the  dead,  to  fulfil  the  end  of  his  purchafe,  and  himfelf  to 
bring  about  that  for  which  he  died  :  For  this  matter  God  the  Father 
had  committed  unto  him,  that  he  might,  as  Lord  of  all,  manage 
all  to  his  own  purpofes  :  Rom.  xiv.  9.  "  For  to  this  end  Cbrift: 

both  died,  and  rofe,  and  revived,  that  he  might  be  Lord  both 
of  the  dead  and  ©f  the  living." 

Indeed  Chrift’s  refurredion,  and  fo  his  afcenilon,  was  part  of 
the  fuccefs  of  what  Chrift  did  and  fuffered  in  his  humiliation. 
For  though  Chrift  did  not  pruperly  purchafe  redemption  for  him¬ 
felf,  yet  ht  purchafcd  eternal  life  and  glory  for  himfelf 
by  what  he  did  and  fuffered  ;  and  this  etarnal  life  and  glory 
was  given  him  as  a  reward  of  what  he  did  and  fuffered  ,  Phil.  ii. 
8,9.  "He  humbled  himfelf ,  and  fcecona*  obedient  unto  death, 
even  the  death  of  die  crofs.  Wherefore  God  alfo  hath  highly  ex¬ 
alted  him.  ’  It  may  be  looked  upon  ai  part  of  the  fuccefs  ofChrift’s 

purchafe. 
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purchafe,  if  it  be  fo  corffidcrcd,  that  Chrift  did  not  rife  ss  a  pri¬ 
vate  perfon,  but  as  the  head  of  the  elecl  church  ;  fo  that  they  did 
2$  if  were*  ail  rife  with  him.  Chrift  was  juftified  in  his  refutrec- 
tiOn,  1.  c.  God  acquired  and  d?fchargcd  him  hereby,  as  having  done 
arjd  furred  enough  for  the  fins  of  all  the  e!e<ft  ;  Rom.  iv.  ry. 
4<  Who  was  delivered  for  our  cftences,  and  railed  again  for  our 
juftificstion,”  And  Gad  put  him  in  poileiTion  of  eternal  life,  as 
the  head  of  the  church,  as  a  fuse  earnefr  that  they  (houid  follow 


For  when  Chrift  rofe  from  the  oead,  that  was  the  begir  nkg  of 
eternal  life  in  him.  His  life  befor*>hi§  death  was  a  mortal  life,  a 
temporal  life  ;  but  his  life  after  his  refurredion  was  an  eisrnal  life  : 
Rom.  vi  9.  “  Koowihg  that  Chrift  being  railed  Lorn  the  dead, 

cketh  no  more  ;  death  hath  no  more  dominion  over  him/’  R  :y, 
i.  iS.  “  I  4fn  he  that  liveth,  and  was  dead  ;  and  behold,  I  am 
alive  for  evermore.  Amen,”— —But  he  was  put  in  polfdfton  ©f 
this  eternal  Hie,  as  the  head  of  the  body  ;  and  took  pollution  of  it, 
not  only  to  enjoy  himfelf,  but  to  beftow  on  ail  who  belive  in  him  ; 
fo  that  the  whole  chureh,  as  it  were,  rifes  in  him,  Aad  now  he 
who  iatdy  fufFered  fo  much,  after  shis  it  tofuffer  no  more  for  ever* 
but  to  enter  into  eternal  glory.  God  the  Father  neither  expedh  nor 
(kikes  any  more  fuffering. 

is  tchi r  e  ift  is  the  moft  joyful  event  that  ever  came 

to  pafs  ;  becaufe  hereby  Chrift  refted  from  the  great  and  difficult 
work  of  purchafing  redemption,  and  received  God's  teftimony,  that 
it  was  fiaiftjed.  The  death  of  Chrift  was  the  greateft  and  moft 
wonderful  event  that  ever  came  to  pafs  ;  but  that  has  a  great  deal 
in  it  that  is  forrowful.  But  by  the  refurre&ion  of  Chrift,  that 
forrow  is  turned  into  joy.  The  head  of  the  whole  church,  in  that 
great  event,  enters  on  the  poffcffion  of  eternal  life  ;  and  the  whole 
church  is,  as  it  were,  19  begotten  again  to  a  lively  hope,”  1  Pet. 
i.  3.  Weeping  had  continued  for  a  night,  but  now  joy  cometh  in 
the  morning,  the  moft  joyful  morning  that  ever  was.  This  is  the 
day  of  the  reigning  of  the  head  of  the  church,  and  all  the  church 
reigns  with  him.  This  is  fpoken  of  as  a  day  which  was  worthy  to 
be  commemorated  with  the  greateft  joy  of  all  days  :  Pfal.  cxviii. 


2\»  “  This  is  the  day  which  the  Lord  hath  made,  we  will  rejoice 
and  be  glad  in  it.”  And  therefore  this  above  all  other  days  is 
appointed  for  the  day  of  the  church's  fpiritual  rejoicing  to  the  end 
of  the  world,  to  be  weekly  fan&ified,  as  their  day  of  holy  reft  and 
joy,  that  the  church  therein  may  reft  and  rejoice  with  her  head. 
And  as  the  3d  chapter  of  Genefts  is  the  moft  forrowful  chapter  in 
the  Bible  ;  fo  thofe  chapters  in  the  cvangelifts  that  give  an  account 
of  the  refurrediofi  of  Chrift,  may  be  looked  upon  as  the  pioft  joy¬ 


ful  chapters  in  all  the  Bible  :  for  thofe  chapters  give  an  account  of 
the  finilhing  of  the  purebafe  of  redemption,  and  the  beginning  of 
the  glory  of  the  head  of  the  ehurcbj  as  the  greateft  feai  and  carncft 
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*f  the  eternal  glory  of  all  the  reft. 

It  is  further  to  be  obierved,  that  the  day  of  the  gcfpd  mo,,  pro¬ 
perly  begins  with  the  rdu.rc&ion  of  Chrift, - 'Till  Ch rift  rofe 

from  the  dead,  th.Oid-Tcftamcnt  difpcnfation  remained  t  butjiour 
itceafes,  all  being  fulfilled  that  was  ihadowed  forth  in  the  typ^al 
ordinances  of  that  difpenfation  ;  fo  that  here  moft  prcpeiiy  ts 
end  of  the  Old-TeftameSt  night,  and  Chrift  rifmg  from  the  grave 
with  joy  and  glory,  was  a*  the  joyful  bride  groan  of  the  church, 
as  a  glorious  corquew  to  fubdue  their  enemies  under  tueir  fees  ; 
or  was  like  the  fun  riling  as  it  were  from  under  the  earth,  after  a 
long  night  of  dirknefs,  and  coming  forth  as  a  bride  groom,  pre¬ 
pared  as  a  ftrongman  to  run  his  race,  appearing  in  joyfu!  light  to 
enlighten  the  world.  Now  that  joyful  and  excellent  difpenfation 
begins,  that  glorious  difpenfation,  of  which  the  prophets  prophe- 
fied  fo  much  ;  now  the  gofpel  fun  is  uhn  in  glory,  “  and  with 
healing  in  his  wings/'  that  thofe  who  fear  God's  name,  may  go 

forth,  and  grow  up  as  calves  of  the  flail. 

H  Cbrift’s  afeenfion  into  heaven.  Is  this  I  would  Include  ht$ 

fitting  at  the  right  hand  of  God.  For  Chrift’a  afcenfi on,  and  fis¬ 
ting  at  the  right  hand  of  God,  can  fcarceny  bs  looked  upon  as  two 
diftinft  thiegs  :  forChrift's  afceafion  was  nothing  elfe,  but  amend¬ 
ing  toGod's  right  hand  ;  it  was  coming  to  fit  down  at  his  Father# 
right  hand  in  glory*  This  was  another  thing  whereby  Chrift  wa* 
put  intoa  capacity  for  the  accomplifhlng  the  died  Qf  bis  pur  chafe  ; 
as  one  that  comes  to  be  a  deliverer  of  a  people  as, their  king,  in  or¬ 
der  to  it,  and  that  he  may  be  under  the  beft  capacity  for  it,  is  firft 
inftalled  in  his  throne.  We  are  told,  that  Chrift  was  exalted  for 
this  end,  that  he  might  accomplish  the  fuccefs  of  his  redemption  * 
Adtiv.  ji.  “  Him  hath  God  exalted  with  his  right  hand,  fo? 
to  give  repentance  unto  Ifracl.and  the  remiflion  of  fins.” 

Chrift's  afeenfion  into  heaven  was,  as  it  were,  his  fokmn  enthro- 
hitition,  whereby  the  Father  did  fet  him  upon  the  throne,  and  in¬ 
vert  him  with  the  glory  of  his  kingdom  which  he  had  purchafed  for 
bimfelf,  that  he  might  thereby  obtain  the  fuccefs  of  his  redempti¬ 
on  in  conquering  ail  his  enemies :  Pfal.  ex.  i.  “  Sit  thou  at  my 
right  hind,  until  I  make  thine  enemies  thy  footftool.”  Chrift  en¬ 
tered  into  heaven,  in  order  to  obtain  the  fuccefs  of  his  purchafei 
as  the  high  prieft  of  old,  after  he  had  offered  facrifice,  entered  in¬ 
to  the  holy  of  holies  with  the  blood  of  the  facrifice,  in  order  to  ob¬ 
tain  the  fuccefs  of  the  facrifice  which  he  had  offered.  See  Heb. 
It.  12.  He  entered  into  heaven,  there  to  make  intercdTion  fof 
his  people,  to  plead  the  facrifice  which  he  had  made  in  ordet  to 
the  fuccefs  of  it,  Heb.  vii.  25. 

As  he  afeended  into  heaven,  God  the  Father  did  in  a  vifible 
fit  him  oa  the  throne  as  king  of  the  univerfe*  He  then  put 
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the  angels  all  under  him,  and  fubje&ed  heaves  and  earth  under  him, 
that  he  might  govern  them  for  the  good  of  the  people  for  whom 
he  had  died,  Eph.  L  2 o.  21.  %%, 

As  thrift  rofe  from  the  dead,  fo  he  afeended  into  heaven  as  the 
head  of  the  body  and  forerunner  of  all  the  church  ;  and  fo  they,  as 
it  were,  afeend  with  him,  as  well  as  rife  with  him  :  fo  that  wearc 

both  raifed  up  together,  and  made  to  fit  together  in  heavenly  places 
in  C'hrift,  Eph,  it.  6. 

The  day  of  Chrift's  afsenfion  into  heaven  was  do*btkfs  a  joyful# 
glorious  d zy  in  heaven.  As  heaven  receivedGhrift,  God-man,  as  its 
^iIJg»fodoubilcfs  it  received  a  great  acctflion  of  glory  and  happinefs, 
far  beyond  what  it  had  before.  So  that  the  times  in  both  parts  of  the 
church,  both  that  part  which  Is  in  heaven,  and  alfc  that  which  is  on 
earth, are  become  moregloriuoafinceChriiVshumiliation  than  before. 

So  much  f;?  thofe  things  whereby  Chrift  was  put  into  the  hth 
capacity  for  obtaining  the  fucccfs  of  redemption. 

/ 

PART  If. 

I  No’^  proceed  to  (bow  How  he  accomplished  this  fucccfs.  Here 
I  would  dbisive,  that  this  fucccfs  caofiifo  in  two  things,  viz  ci¬ 
ther  in  grace,  or  in  gloiy.  That  fucccfs  which  confifts  in  the  fer- 
m  w,  is  to  be  feen  in  thofe  work*  of  God  which  arc  wrought  dur¬ 
ing  thofe  ages  of  the  church  wherein  the  church  is  continued  under 
the  o  it  7  ird  means  of  grace.  That  fucCcf*  w  hxch  con  hits  in  the 
laue  or tbe-e,  v  z  glory  :  has  its  chief  accomplishment  at  the  day 
of  judgement. 

S  e  c  t,  I; 

I  WOULD  fiffi  confider  the  former  kind  of  fucccfs,  eonfifiing 
in  God’s  grace  here  ;  which  mainly  appears  in  the  work  of 
God  during  the  tune  that  the  ChriftLn  church  continues  under  the 
means  of  grace;  which  Is  from  (Thrift's  refurrc$ion  to  his  appealing 
in  the  cloud*  heaven  to  judgement  ;  which  includes  the  three 
former  of  thofe  great  events  of  providence  before  mentioned, 
whtch  are  called  Chrift's  coming  in  his  kingdom.  In  fpeakieg  of 
this  fucccfs,  I  would, 

1.  Mention  thofe  things  by  which  the  means  of  this  fucccfs 
were  elbblifhed  after  ChritVi  ref urre&ion  ;  and, 

2,  Confider  the  fucccfs  itfelf. 

5  I*  I  would  confider  thofe  difpenfations  of  providence, by  which 
the  means  of  this  fuCcefi  were  eftabliflied  after  Cbrift’s  refurredion, 

_ !•  The  aboiifhing  of  the  JswMk  difpenfation.  This  indeed  was 

gradually  done,  but  it  began  from  tkl  time  ofChrift’s  refurreftion, 
m  which  the  abolition  of  it  is  founded.  This  was  the  firft  thing 
done  towards  bringing  the  former  ftate  of  the  world  to  an  end/ 
This  is  to  be  looked  upon  as  the  great  means  of  the  fucccfs  of 
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ChriiT.  redemption.  Fo  the  Jewifc  difpenfauoa .  wm  not  fined 
for  more  than  one  nation  :  tt  eras  not  fi  ted  t«r  the  puct-ce  .it  the 
world  in  general,  or  for  a  church  ot  God  d*ei  tog  >  >  P i!  *  *  ->t 
the  world:  nor  would  it  have  been  in  ary  wife  piaiucabie  by 
them  ;  it  would  hive  been  impoffible  for  men  living  in  all  parts *  of 
the  world  to  go  to  Jerufalem  thiee  times  a  year,  as  was  >’n'  c'“  c0 
in  that  conftitution;  When  therefore  Gad  had  a  deign  c  en¬ 
larging  his  church,  as  he  did  after  (Thrift  s  reiurrccUon,  it  was  n>. 
ceffaty  that  this  difpenfation  feould  be  aboiilhed.  If  it  had  been 
continued,  it  would  have  been  a  great  block  and  hindrance  to  the 
enlargement  of  the  church.  Befits,  their  ceremonial  l*w,  by 
reafon  of  itsburdenfomenefs,  and  great  peculiarity  oi  fame  oi  m 
rites  was  as  it  were  a  wall  of  partition  :  and  was  the  ground 
of  enmity  between  the  Jews  and  Gentiles,  and  would  have  kept 
the  gentiles  from  complying  the  true  religion.  This  wall  toeic- 
fore  was  broken  down  to  make  way  for  the  more  cxscnfive  iucczls 

of  the  gofpel  $  as  Eph.  ii.  14  15* 

II.  The  next  thing  in  order  of  time  feems  to  be  the  appointment 
ef  theChriftian  Gbbath.  For  though  this  was  gradually  eftablithecj 
in  the  Chriftian  church,  yet  thofc  things  by  which  the  revelation 
ef  God's  mind  and  will  was  made,  began  on  the  day  of  Chrtfl  s 

refurredion,  by  his  appearing  then  to  his  difcipics,  3^>hn  19  » 

and  was  "afterwards  confirmed  by  his  appearing  tiom  ume  to  ta.ic 
on  that  day  rather  than  any  other,  John  xx.  26.  and  by  his  fcnCiirg 
down  the  Holy  fpiiit  In  remarkably  on  that  day,  Ads  ii  s.  and 
afterwards  in  direding  that  public  afkmb!ies  and  the  pub  bp  wor* 
fhip  of  Chriftiafti  flaouid  be  on  that  day,  which  m5y  Le  concluded 
from  Ads  11.  7.  1  Cor.  xvi.  1.  z  ar>c  R  v.  i.  io.  And  fo  the 
day  of  the  week  on  which  Chrift  arofe  f  era  'he  Je  H,  that  joy¬ 
ful  day,  is  appointed  to  be  the  day  01  the  chore  s  hoi  -  <j  *c  g 
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3  the  end  of  the  world,  and  the  day  of  their  F  -tec  ^ 
hip.  This  is  a  very  great  and  principal  mean*  of  tfcc  fucccis 
ffiich  the  gofpcl  has  had  in  the  wor^d* 

III  The  next  thing  waiCh  ift’sapp  ointtp^n!  0^  the  gofpel  •$**£!* 
ftry,  and  commiffionatln^  and  fending  forth  his  apot.iei  to  teteh 
nd  baptize  all  nations.  O  thefs  things  we  have  an  .*-ce  ■  mu  in 
VHtth.  xxviii.  19  20.  “  Goyc,  tbe-.eto.e,  and  tcadfc  agination?, 
>apiiz:ng  them  in  the  natre  of  Tr  Father*  and  of  the  Son,  ami  cf 
he  HoivG  iofi  ;  teaching  them  to  oblervc  all  iMrgfc  ^  I 

ave  commanded  you  :  and  lo,  l  am  with  yv.u  atway,rven  unto  th* 
nd  of  the  world**  There  wr re  three  trtrrs  done  by 

his  one  inftiu&ion  and  commsliion  of  Chnff  to  bis  ApcfUe?,  \rzi 
I.  The  appointment  of  the  office  of  the  g  fpel-mirj  ftry.  For 
his  com  million  which  Chrift  giv^s  to  his  apofUes,  in  the  tr.offc 
(frntial  parts  of  it,  belongs  to  all  mmifter*  ;  an  \  the  apotUc*,  by 
iaus  of  it,  were  miaiiteis  or  ekieti  oi  me  cim;chr 
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2,  Here  is  fomething  peculiar  in  this  cam  mi  Hi  on  of  the  apof- 
fclcs3  viz  to  go  forth  from  one  nation  to  another,  preaching  the 
gofpd  in  all  rhe  world.  The  spooks  had  fomething  above  what 
belonged  to  their  ordinary  charadcr  s$  minifters ;  they  had  an  ex¬ 
traordinary  power  of  teaching  and  ruling,  which  extended  to  all 
the  churches  ;  and  not  only  *11  the  churches  which  then  were,  but 
al-  that  fhou'd  be  to  the  end  of  the  world  by  their  miniftry/And 
fo  the  a  pottles  were,  as  h  were,  in  fubordinatipn  to  Chnft,  »ade 

foundations  ©f  the  Chriftian  church,  See  Epfa.  ii.  2q.  and  Kev. 
xx  i.  24.  '  ‘  • 

3.  Here  is  sn  appointment  of  '.'ChrifUan  baptifm.  This  or- 
d5f,aace  indeed  had -a  beginning  before;  John  the  Baptift  andChrift 
bech  baptized.  But  now  efpecially  by  this  .inftitution  is  it  efU- 
blirh^d  as  an  ordinance  to  be  upheld  in  the  Chriftian  church  to 

the  end  of  she  world.- - The  ordinance  of  the  Lord's  fuppe? 

bad  been  eftabHflwd  before9  juft  before  Cbrlft's  crucifixion* 

IV *  The  next  thing  to  be  cbfer  vtd,  h  the  enduing  the  apoftlc* 

and  others,  with  extraordinary  and  miraculous  gifts  of  the  Holy 
Ghofi  ;  fush  as  tbs  gift  of  tongues,  the  gift  of  healing,  of  pro¬ 
phecy,  Toe  Spirit  o«  God  was  poured  out  in  great  abundance 
in  shis  r<Tpe&  \  fo  tnsst  not  only  snsnASten,  but  s  very  great  part  of 
the  Chri&isas  through  the  world  were  endued  with  them,  bosh  old 
and  young  ;  not  only  officers  and  more  hbrourahlc  perions,  but  the 
meaner  ion  of  people,  fernnts  and  handmaids,  were  commonly 
endued  with  them,  agreeabk  to  Joel's  prophecy,  Joel  ii,  28  29* 
of  whida  prophecy  the  A  pottle  Peter  takes  notice,  that  it  is  accom- 
plifhed  in  this  difpenfatioD,  Acts  ii.  jj. 


How  wonderful  a  difpenfation  was  this!  Under  thdOIdTeftament 
but  few  had  fuch  honors  put  open  them  by  God,  Me  fa  wiihed  that 
all  theLord’s  people  were  prophets,  Numb.xi.  29.  ,*  whereas  Jclhua 
thought  ii  much  that  Eldaci  and  Medad  prepheficd,  But'  now  we 
find  the  will  of  Mofes  fulfilled.  This  continued  in  a  very  confer . 
able  degree  to  the  end  of  the  apoftolic  ag*,  or  the  firft  hundred  years 
after  the  birth  of Chrift,  which  is  therefore  called  the  age  #/ miracles 
This  was  a  great  means  of  the  fuccefs  of  the  gofpei  in  thas  2*c 
and  of  eftabli&ing  the  Chriftian  church  in  all  parts  of  the  vrorld  ' 
and  not  only  in  that  age,  bur  in  all  age*  to  the  end  of  the  w»dd  * 
for  Chriftiamty  being  by  this  means  ettabhfhed  through  fo  great  a 
pan  of  the  known  world  by  miracles,  it  was  after  that  more  ea% 
contisued  by  tradition  ;  and  then,  by  means  of  thefe  extraordinary 
gifts  of  the  Holy  G&oft,  the  apoftles,  and  others,  were  enabled  to 
write  the  New  Teftsmcnt,  to  be  an  infallible  rule  of  faith  and  man¬ 
ners  to  the  church  to  the  end  of  die  world.  Furthermore,  tfcefc 
miracles  ft.and  recorded  in  thofe  writings  as  a  ftanding  proof  and 
lyidcace  of  the  uuth  of  tU  Chriftiati  rdigica  to  all  agti. 
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v  The  ness  thing  I  wonuld  obferve  i«  the  revealing  tfaofe  glo¬ 
rious  dodrine,  of  the  gofpel  fully  and  plainly,  which  ha-i  unuer 
theOldTeftament  been  obfeurely  revealed.  The  dottrme  o  l m. 
fati»fadtion  and  righseoufnefs,  hit  afeecfion  and  glory,  and  the 
way  of  fixation,  under  the  Old  Teftament,  were  in  a  g‘«« 
fure  hid  under  the  vail  of  types  and  fnadovvs,  and  more  co.curs 
revelations,  as  Mofes  put  a  vail  oa  hit  face  to  hide  the  Ibtnmg  of 
H  :  but  now  the  vail  of  the  temple  it  rent  from  the  top  to  the  bot¬ 
tom  ;  and  Chrift,  the  antetvps  of  Mofes,  too  :  ^.e  fbmmg  of 
fci5  t  ace  it  without  a  vail  ;  2  Cor.  Hi.  IS.  13  &  >8-  Now  there 
g!oriou3  myfteries  are  plainly  revealed,  which  wet  e  in  a  great  noca- 
f u  e  kept  feeret  from  the  foundation  cf  the  world*  Eph.  *U.  3;  4* 

5.  ;  Rotn.  xvi.  2 >.  “  According  to  the  revelation  of  the  wynviy 

wnich  was  kept  fecret  fmcc  the  world  began,  but  now  n  made  ma- 
niieft  5"  and,  Col.  I  26.  “  Even  the  my  fiery  which  bath  been 

bid  from  ages,  and  generations,  but  now  is  made  ma ruled,  io  k3* 

faThui  the  Sun  of  rightcoufnefs,  after  it  is  rifen  from  under  the 
earth,  begins  to  fcine  forth  clearly,  and  not  only  by  a  dim  reflec¬ 
tion  as  it  did  before.  Chrift,  before  his  death,  revealed  many 
things  more  dearly  than  ever  they  had  been  revealed  in  the  Old 
Teftament  ;  but  the  great  my  fieri  es  of  Chrifc’s  redemption,  and  re¬ 
conciliation  by  his  death,  and  juftification  by  his  righitoufceff, 
were  not  fo  plainly  revealed  before  Chrift’s  lefurre&ton.  Christ 
gave  this  rcafpn  for  it,  that  he  would  not  put  new  win*  into  old 
bottles  ;  and  ii  was  gradually  done  after  Chrift  s  refur  region.  Ia 
all  likelihood,  Chrift  much  more  clearly  inftru&ed  them  perfonal- 
Jy  after  his  refurredlion,  and  before  his  afeenfion  ;  2s  we  read  tuaj 
he  continued  with  them  forty  cuy*,  f peaking  of  the  things  pertain¬ 
ing  to  the  kingdom,  Aasi  3.  ;  and  that  •*'  be  opened  their  ua- 
dfcrftaadbg*#  that  they  might  under rtanu  the  feriptutes,^ 
xxiv-  45. "  But  the  clear  revelation  c*  thefe  things  was  principafty 
after  the  pouring  out  of  the  Spirit  on  the  day  of  P«.ntec®ft,  a- 
greeab’e  to  Christ’s  premife,  John  3fvi.  it,  13.  ts  1  havcyfct  naa- 
ny  things  to  fay  unto  you, but  yc  cannot  bear  them  now.  Howo^ir. 
when  the  Spirit  of  truth  is  come,  he  (hall  guide  you  into  all  truth/ 
This  clear  revelation  of  the  myfte*  ks-  of  the  gofpel, as  they  are  deli¬ 
vered,  we  have  chiefly  through  she  bands  of  the  A poftl*  Paul.,  by 
vrhofc  timings  a  child  may  come  to  knew  more  of  the  dodliincs  of 
the  gofpel,  in  many  refpeds,  than  the  greateft  prophets  knew  un¬ 
der  the  darknefs  of  the  Old  Teftament. 

Thus  we  fee  bow  the  light  of  the  gofpel,  which  began  to  daws* 
immediately  after  the  fall,  and  gradually  grew  and  incrcafed  thro’ 
all  the  ages  of  the  Old  Teftament,  as  we  obferv&d  as  we  went  a- 
loug,  is  now  come  to  the  light  of  perfe/l  day,  and  ilac  bsijgjfetftefj 
of  the  fun  Gaining  forth  in  his  unv-iki  glory. 
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A  Jh'.n“*  !hinS  th3t  1  woold  <**"•.  Is  the  appointment  of 
W  office  ot  deacons  in  the  Chrilihn  church,  which  we  have  an 

account  of  in  the  6th  chapter  of  the  Aft,,  t0  take  carc  for  (he  out. 

""t ISckST  ra:mbCr%°ftChrift’S  Au«*>  Md  the  excrcife  of 
grttii  Ccrifhan  virtue  of  charity. 

!1‘  The  C3UmS>  3ncJ  qualifying,  and  fending  theApoftle  Paul. 
_  was  begun  in  his  converfion  a,  he  was  going  to  Damavand 
wss  one  oi  the  greateft  means  of  tie  fuccef.  of  Chrift’s  redemption 
s.'.s;  followed  :  ♦or  this  fuicefs  was  mere  by  the  labours,  preaching 
and  writings  of  this  Apoftle,  than  all  .he  other  apoftles  put  to4- 

!,  Cr-  *®r*  a’he  %»*  1  Co'.*"-  t°.  he  “  laboured  mere  abun¬ 
dantly  loan  they  all  fo  his  fuccefs  was  more  abundant  then  that 
o..  them  As  he  was  the  apoftle  of  the  Gentiles,  fo  it  was  main¬ 
ly  by  his  mini/try  that  the  Gentiles  were  called,  and  the  gofpel 
Jpi^-ad  through  she  world  ;  an3  our  nation,  and  the  other  nations 
oi  fcurope,  have  the  gofpel  among  them,  chiefly  through  his  means; 
a:  «  he  was  more  employed  by  the  Holy  Gfaoft  in  revealing  the 
g-G.tous  doftrmci  of  the  gofpel  by  his  writings,  for  the  ufc  of  the 
cnu-ch  in  all  ages,  than  all  the  other  apoftles  taken  together. 

,  VIH.  The  next  thing  i  would  obferve,  is  the  inftitution  of  ee- 
cWkftieal  councils,  for  deciding  controverts,  and  ordering  the 

"  01  *^e  church  of  Chrift,  of  which  we  have  an  account  in  the 

15th  chapter  of  Afts. 

IX.  The  laft  thing  1  fhall  mention  under  this  head,  is  the  com- 

antiipg  the  New-Teftamcnt  to  writing.  This  was  all  written  af¬ 
ter  the  refurreftion  of  Chrift  ;  and  all  written,  either  by  the  apof- 
t.es,  or  by  the  evaogclifts,  who  were  companions  of  the  apoftles, 
A13  the  new  toftameat  was  written  by  the  apoftles  themfelves,  ex¬ 
cepting  what  was  written  by  M-rk  asd  Luke,  viz  the  gofpels  of 
Mas  k  and  Luke,  and  the  book  of  the  A  n  of  the  Apoftles.  He 

that  wrote  the  gofpel  of  Mark,  is  fuppofed  to  be  he  whofe  mother 
was  Mary,  in  whofe  houfe  they  were  praying  for  Peser,  when  he, 
brought  out  of  prifon  by  the  angel,  cam:  and  knocked  at  the  door  ; 
of  which  we  read,  Aft,  xii.  iz.  “  And  wsen  he  had  confldercd 
the  thing,  he  came  to  the  houfe  of  Mo  y  the  mother  of  John,  whofe 
b-name  was  Mark,  where  many  we-e  gathered  together,  pravir.g.” 
He  was  the  companion  of  the  apoftles  Barnabs,  ana  Saul :  Afts  sv. 
37.  “  And  Bamabas  determined  to  sake  with  them  John,  whofe 

ifirnanie  was  Mark."  He  was  Barnabas's  After’,  fon,  and  feem* 
fameumes  to  have  been  a  companion  of  the  Apoftle  P.,ui  :  Col.-' 

Iv.  20.  ‘  Ariftarchus,  my  follow-ptifoner,  falureih  you,  and 

Mircus,  filters  fern  to  Barnabas';  touching  whom  y*  received  com¬ 
mandment  :  if  he  coine  unto  you,  receive  him.’’  Tne  apoftles 
feem  to  have  made  great  account  of  him, as  appears  by  thofc  places, 
sad  alfo  by  Afts  xti.  25.  «  Aa<j  Barnabas  and  Saul  .enur  ed  f  em 
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lerufalem,  and  took  with  them  John,  whofe  (irname  was  Mark  ; 
and  A&ixiii.  5-  “  And  when  they  were  at  Salamu,  they  preach¬ 
ed  the  word  of  God  in  the  fynagogues  of  the  Jews  ;  and  they  had 

alfo  John  to  their  minifter  and,  2  Tim,  iv.  1 1 .  n  y  -ae 

is  witb.me  :  take.  Mask  and  bring  him  with  thee  ;  t^r  lie  is  p,a- 

fitabie  to  toe  for  the  miniftry,” 

This  Luke,  who  wrote  the  gofpel  of  Luke  and  the  bock  of  Arts, 
was  a  great  companion  of  the  Apoftie  Paul.  He  is  po  en  o  as 
being  with  him  in  the  laft  mentioned  place,  and  fpeaks  of  him  e.f 
as  accompanying  him  in  his  travel*  tn  the  hiftory  o  t  e  » ,  an 
therefore  he  fpeak.  in  the  firft  perfon  plural,  when 
Paul’s  travels  faying.  We  went  tofuch  and  fuch  a  place  ;  We 
fet  fail ;  We  lanched  from  fuch  a  place  ;  and  landed  at  fuch 
a  place.  He  was  greatly  beloved  by  the  Apoftie  Paul  : 
he  is  that  beloved  pbyfician  fpoken  of,  Col.  iv.  14.  The 
Apoftie  ranks  Mirk  and  Luke  among  his  fellow  labourers, 
Philemon,  24.  “  Marcus,  Ariftarcas,  Demai, Lucas,  my  fellow- 
labourers.” 

The  reft  of  the  books  were  all  written  by  the  apoftles  themfelves. 
The  books  of  the  New  Teftament  are  either  hiftorical,  or  doft- 
rlnal,  or  prophetical.  The  hiftorical  books  arc  tbe  writings  of 
the  four  evangelifts,  giving  us  the  hiftory  of  Chrift,  ard  his  pur- 
chafe  of  redemption,  and  his  refurre&ioa  and  sfeenfion  ;  and  the 
A  as  of  the  apoftles,  giving  an  account  of  the  great  things  by  which 
the  Chriftian  church  was  firft  eftablilhed  and  propagated.  The 
doctrinal  books  are  the  ept files.  Thefe,  moft  of  them,  we  have 
from  the  great  Apoftie  Paul.  And  we  have  one  prophetical  book, 
which  tskes  place  after  the  end  of  the  hiftory  of  tbe  whole  Bible, 
and  gives  an  account  of  tbe  great  events  which  were  to  come  topafs^ 
by  which  the  work  of  redemption  was  to  be  carried  on  to  the  end 
of  she  world. 

All  thefe  books  are  fuppofed  to  have  been  written  before  the  de¬ 
finition  of  Jerufalem,  excepting  thofe  which  were  written  by  the 
Apoftie  John,  who  lived  the  longcft  of  all  the  apoftles,  and  wrote 
what  he  wrote  after  the  deftru&ion  of  Jtrufalem,  as  Is  fuppofed*. 
To  this  beloved  difeipic  it  was  that  Chrift  revealed  thofe  wonder¬ 
ful  things  which  were  to  come  to  pafs  in  his  church  to  the  end  o£ 
time  ;  and  he  was  the  perfon  that  put  the  fiaifhing  hand  to  the 
canon  of  the  feriptures,  and  feakd  the  whole  of  it.  So  that  now 
the  canon  of  feripture,  that  great  and  ftanding  written  rule,  which 
was  begun  about  Mofes's  time,  is  compleated  and  fettled,  and  a 
curfe  denounced  againft  him  that  adds  anything  to  it,  or  demi- 
nUhes  any  thing  from  it.  And  fo  all  things  arc  efiablifhed  and 
and  completed  which  relate  to  the  appointed  means  of  grace* 
All  the  ftated  means  of  grace  were  finished  in  the  apoftolisal  age, 
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or  before  the  d«tb  of  the  Apoflic  John,  and  are  to  remain  tmal- 
mtd  to  ms  day  Of  ju  igemcat, 

Tnui  /ar  we  have  conferred  thofe  things  by  which  the  mean*  of 
grace  were  given  and  efiabliflbcd  in  the  Cnriftian  church. 


**  }};  The  other  thing  propofed  relating  to  the  (needs  of 
■  rli*  $  rWcmption  during  the  church's  continuance  under  the  means 
of  grace,  was  to  (how  how  this  f needs  was  carried  on  ;  which  is 
I  would  now  proceed  to  do. 

Here  it  is  worthy  to  be  re&smbered,  that'the  Ghaiftian  church 
dur  ing  Its  continuance  under  the  means  of  grace,  is  in  two  very 
different  dates. 

afuiterlag,  affliftsd,  perfeeuted  Hate,  at,  for  the  moil 

paitit  is.  from  the  refurtedioii  of  Cbsift  till  the  Mi  of  Anti, 
chrlfh. 


z.  In  a  ftaic  of  peace  azd  p rofpexh 
the  church,  for  the  mofl  part,  is  to  he 
ebrift.  . 


y  ;  which  Is  the  late  tbsi 
in  after  she  fall  of  Antl- 


^  Fi  R  st,  I  would  fhow  how  the  (needs  ofCbri  ft’s  redemption  Is  car- 
ff’Ivd  on  during  the  continuance  of  she  church’s  fufF~ring  latc,ircrri 
the  refurreaion  of  Gh  rift  to  the  fall  of  Ansjchrift.  This  fp ace 
©f  time,  forth?  mifl  part,  is  a  ftateof  the  church’s  fufferings,  & 
*3  repj efer >t€oi  to  fer ipturc,  Indeed  Qod  is  pleafecf,  out  of  love 
and  pity  to  his  ele&,  to  grant  many  iaterraifoems  of  the  church's 
bufferings  during  this  time,  whereby  the  days  ©f^ulajti.osr  are  as 
it  were  fisortened.  But  from  drift's  refurredion  till  the  fall  of 
Am/chrif},  is  the  appointed  day  of  Zion’s  troubles.  During  this 
fyzceof  time,  for  the  moft  part,  fame  part  or  other  of  the  church 
is  under  perfection  ;  and  great  part  of  Che  time,  the  whole  church, 
or  at  lari  the  generality  of  God’s  people,  have  been  persecuted, 

■Far  the  foil  three  hundred  years  alter  Ginift,  the  church  was  for 
the  moH  part  in  a  late  of  great  afoi&ion,  the  objs&  of  reproach 
and  perfection  ;  foft  by  the  jews,  and  then  by  thciieathen.  After 
ahts,  from  the  beginning  of  Confbritine's  time,  the  church  had  ref: 
and  profperky  for  a  little  while  ;  which  is  reprefented  in  Rev.  via. 
st  the  beginning,  by  the  angel's  holding  the  four  winds  for  a  little 
whiic.  But  prefently  after,  the  church  again  fuffered  perfccution 
from  the  Arians ;  and  after  that.  Ant  lehr  ill  rofe,  and  the  church 
was  drives  away  into  the  wilder  refs,  and  was  kept  down  in  ob¬ 
scurity,  and  contempt,  and  fufferimg,  for  a  loeg  time,  under  Anti* 
chrift,  before  the  reformation  by  Luther  and  others.  And  fines 
the  reformation,  the  church's  perfections  have  been  beyond  all  that 
ever  were  before.  Though  fome  psrts  of  God’s  church  fome  times 
have  had  reft,  yet  to  this  day,  for  the  melt  part,  the  true  church  !• 
vet (r  much  kept  under  by  its  enemies,  and  fome  pans  of  it  under 
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cr„iou.  cerfeeutioa  ;  and  fo  we  may  «*peft  *»  will  continue  till 
S»  faM  of  Aatichtift  ;  and  then  will  come  the  appointed  day^  ^ 

L  church’*  profperity  on  earth,  the  fet  time  in  wn.cfa  God  will 
favour  Zion,  the  time  when  the  faint,  Hull  no,  be  kept  under  by 
wicked  men,  ai  it  has  been  hitherto  (  but  wherein  ney  a  <-  P 
petmoft,  and  flull  reign  on  earth,  a.  it  hfaid,  Rev.  v.  10.  And 
the  kingdom  Hull  be  given  to  the  people  of  the  faints  o 

K  This  fuffering'ftate"  of  the  church  i.  in  feripture  reprefented  a,  a 

{late  of  the  church’s  travail,  Johnscvi.  to.  at.  and  Rev. : «*•  *•  *. 
What  the  church  is  in  travail  ftnving  to  bring  forth .  t  8 > 

time,  is  that  glory  and  profpertty  of  the  church  which  (hMb  after 
the  fall  of  Antichrift,  and  then  (ball  (he  bring  forth  her  child,  b 
h  a  lone  time  of  the  church’s  trouble  and  afflidion ,  and  is  fo  fpokea 
if  in  feviDture  tho’  i,  be  fpoken  of  as  being  but  for  a  little  feafon. 
incompariftm  of  the  eternal  profpertty  of  the  church. .Hence  to 

SURev  vf  .f  ‘‘T'“.  O  Lord,  holy  and  true^doft  to. 
not  judge  and  avenge  our  blood  on  them  that  dwell  on  the  earth  .  s 
And  wf  are  told,  that  «*  white  robe,  were 

them  •  and  it  was  faid  unto  them,  that  they  fhould  left  jet  for  » 
little  feafon,  until  their  fellow  fetvant.  alfo,  and  their  brethren* 
that  fhould  be  killed  a.  they  were,  fhould  be  fulfiled.  So,  Dan., 

(.  tt  jjow  lone  fhall  it  be  ,0  the  end  of  thele  wonders  - 
Itt  to  be  obferved,  that  during  the  time  of  thefe  fuffering.of  the 
church,  the  main  inftrum.nt  of  their  fuffenng. been  thcRomaa 
government :  her  affliaion.  have  almoft  al  along  beat 
That  i.  therefore  in  the  New  Teftament  called  Babylon  ;  becaufe, 
»  of  old  the  trouble,  of  the  city  Jerufalem  were  ma.nly  from  that 
adverfe  city  Babylon,  fo  the  troubles  of  the  Chriftian  church,  the 
fpiritual  Jerufalem.  during  the  long  time  of  its  tribulation,  ts  main¬ 
ly  f-om  Rome.  Before  the  time  of  Conftantine,  the  trouble,  of  the 
Chriftian  church  were  from  Heathen  Rome  :  face  that  time,  «s 

tronble.  have  been  mainly  from  Antiehriftian  Rome.  As  of  0  » 
the  captivity  of  the  Jew.  ceafed  on  the  deflruaton  of  Babylon,  fo 
the  time  of  the  trouble  of  the  Chriftian  church  will  eeafe  with  the 
deftru&ion  of  the  church  of  Rome,  that  fpiritual  Babylon.  . 

In  fhowing  bow  the  fuccefs  of  Chrift’s  redemption  is  earned  oa 
during  this  time  of  the  church's  tribulation,  I  would, 

1.  Show  how  it  was  carried  on  till  the  dcflru£lion  of  Jerusalem* 
with  which  ended  the  fir  ft  great  difpenfation  of  Providence  which, 

is  called  Chri/t  coming  in  hit  kingdom •  . 

How  it  wai  carried  on  from  thence  to  the  deftrucUon  of  the 

Heathen  empire  in  the  time  of  Conftanline*  which  ii  the  fecond 

difpenfation  called  Chrif't  coming* 
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.  S'.  tIow  “  !”s  carried  on  from  thence  to  the  deftruftion  of  An- 
iichrift,  when  will  be  accompifhed  the  third  great  event  called 

Chri/i  coming,  and  with  which  the  days  of  the  church’s  tribulation 
and  travail  end*  > 

I.  I  would  fliovy  how  the  fuccefs  of  Chart's  purcbafe  of  re¬ 
demption  was  carried  on  from  thrift's  refurreftion  to  the  deftrufti- 
on  of  Jerufate^i:  In  fpcskiag  of  this,  I  would,  i,  take  notice  of 
the  fuccefs  itfeif  ;  and,  2,  the  oppottrion  made  again#  it  by  the  enc- 
taies  of  it ;  and,  3.  the  terrible  judgements  ofGod  on  thofe  enemies. 

1.  I  would  obferve  the  fuccefs  irfdf.  Soon  after  Cfirift  had 
fiailhed  the  .purchafe  of  redemption,  and  was  gone  into  heaven,  & 
cnssa&u  into  the  holy  of  holies  with  his  own  blood,  there  began  a 
glorious  fuccefs  of  what  he  had  done  and  fuffered.  Having  under¬ 
mined  the  foundation  of  Satan  s  kingdom,  it  began  to  fall  space# 
S  wiftly  did  it  batten  to  ruin  in  the  world,  which  might  well  be  com¬ 
pared  to  Satan  3  railing  like  Irghtning  from  heaven.  Satan  before 
had  exalted  his  throne  very  high  in  this  world,  even  to  the  very 
^ars  of  heaven,  reigning  with  great  glory  in  his  Heathen  Roman 
empire  ;  but  never  before  had  he  fuch  a  downfa!  as  he  had  focn  af¬ 
ter  Chrift'3  afeenftom  He  had,  we  may  fuppefe,  been  very  lately 
triumphing  in  a  fuppofed  victory,  having  brought  about  the  death 
cf  Chrift,  which  he  doubt! efs  gloried  in  as  the  greateft  feat  that 
ever  he  did  ;  and  probably  imagined  he  had  totally  defeated  God's 
ddign  by  him.  But  he  was  quickly  made  fenfible,  that  he  had 
only  been  ruining  his  own  kingdom,  when  he  f aw  it  tumbling  fo 
fatt  fo  fo  on  after,  as  a  confluence  of  the  death  of  Chrift.  For 
Chrift,  by  his  death,  having  purchafcd  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  hav¬ 
ing  afeended,  and  received  the  Spirit,  be  poured  it  forth  abun¬ 
dantly  for  the  ionveriJqn  of  ehoufands  and  millions  of  fouls* 

Never  had  Chnft's  kingdom  been  foTet  up  in  the  world.  There 
probably  were  more  fouls  converted  in  the  age  of  the  a  pottles  than 
had  been  before  from  the  beginning  of  the  world  till  that  time. 
Thus  God  fo  foon  begins  glorioutty  to  accomplifh  his  piomife  to 
his  Son,  wherein  he  had  promifed,  that  he  fhould  fee  his  feed,  and 
that  the  pleafure  of  the  Lord  flhcuJd  profper  in  his  hand,  if  he  would 
make  hi*  foul  an  offering  or  fin.  And, 

(1)  Here  b  to  obferved  the  fuccefs,  which  the  gofpe!  bad  a- 
smong  the  Jews :  for  God  hr  ft  began  with  them.  He  being  about 
to  rejeft  the  main  body  of  that  people,  ttrtt  calls  in  his  cleft  from 
among  them,  before  he  forfeok  them,  to  turn  to  the  Gentiles. 

It  was  fo  in  former  great  and  dreadful  judgements  of  God  on  that 
nation  :  the  bulk  of  them  were  dettroyed,  and  only  a  remnant  lav¬ 
ed,  or  reformed  So  it  was'in  the  rejeftion  of  the  ten  tribes,  long 
before  this  rejeftion  :  the  bulk  of  the  ten  tribes  were  rejefted,whe3 

they  left  the  true  worship  of  God  ia  Jeroboam's  time,  {and  after¬ 
wards 
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ward,  more  fully  in  Ahab*.  time.  But  yet  .here  wa.a  remnant  of 
them  that  God  referved.  A  number  left  their  poffeffion.  in  thefe 
uibet.  and  went  and  fettled  in  the  tribe,  of  Judah  and  Benjamin. 
Aad  afterward,  there  were  feven  thoufand  in  Ahab's  time,  who  had 
not  bowed  the  knee  to  Baal.  And  fo,  in  the  captivity  wto  Ba¬ 
bylon,  only  a  remnant  of  them  ever  returned  to  their  own 
And  fo  now  again,  by  far  the  greater  part  of  the  people  werere- 
j  efted  entirely,  but  feme  few  were  faved.  Therefore  the  Ho 
Ghoft  compares  thi.  refervation  of  a  number  that  were  convert*, 
bv  the  preaching  of  the  apoftle.,  to  thofe  former  remnant. :  kom. 
ix.  27.  Efaia.  alfo  crieth  concerning  Ifrael,  “  Though  the  num¬ 
ber  of  the  children  be  as  the  fand  of  the  fea,  a  remnant  (hail  be 


laved. ’’  See  If,  x.  22. ,  ... 

The  glorious  fuccefs  of  the  gofple  among  the  Jew.  after  Chrift  * 

a  feenfion,  began  by  the  pouring  out  of  the  Spirit  upon  toe  sky 
of  Pentecoft,  of  which  we  read  in  Aft.  ii.  So  wonderful  was 
the  pouring  out  of  the  Spirit, and  fo  remarkable  and  fwift  the  effect 
of  it,  that  wc  read  of  three  thoufand  who  were  converted  to  the 
Chriftian  faith  in  one  day.  Aft.  ii.  41.  Probably  the  greater  part 
of  tfccfe  were  favingly  converted.  And  after  this,  we  read  o*  o  g 
adding  to  the  church  daily  fuch  as  (boul d  be  faved,  verf.  47* 
And  foots  after,  we  read,  that  the  number  of  them  were  shout  five 
thoufand*  Thus  were  not  only  a  multitude  converted,  bu-  the  church 
was  then  eminent  in  piety,  as  appears  by Afts  iL  46.  47.  tv.  32. 

Thus  the  Chriftian  church  was  fir  ft  of  all  of  the  nation  of  ifrse!  z 
and  therefore,  when  the  Gentiles  were  called,  they  were  but  as  it 
were  added  to  Ifrael,  to  the  feed  of  Abraham  .  They  were  added 
to  the  Chriftian  church  of  Ifrael,  as  the  profelytes  of  old  were  to- 
theMofaic  church  of  Ifrael  ;  and  fo  were  as  it  were  only  grafted 
on  the  flock  of  Abraham,  and  were  not  a  diftinft  tree  ;  for  they 
are  all  ftill  the  feed  of  Abraham  and  Ifrael  ;  as  Ruth,  the  Moa- 
bitefs,  and  Uriah  the  Hittitc,  and  ether  profelytes  of  old,  were 
the  fame  people,  and  ranked  as  the  feed  of  Ifrael. 

So  the  Chriftian  church  at  fii  ft  began  at  Jerufalem,  and  from 
thence  was  propagated  to  all  nations  :  fo  that  this  church  of  Jeru 
falem  was  the  church  that  was  as  it  were  the  mother  of  ail  other 
churches  in  the  world  ;  agreeable  to  the  prophecy,  II.  ii.  3*  4v 
**  Out  of  Zion  fhall  go  forth  the  law,  and  the  word  of  the  Lord 
from  Jerufalem  :  and  he  fhall  judge  among  the  nations,  and  rebuke 
many  people,"  So  that  the  whole  church,  of  God  is  flill  God's.. 
Jerufalem  :  they  are  his  fpiritual  Jerufalem,  and  arc  as.it  were  on¬ 
ly  added  to  the  church,  which  was  begun  in  the  literal  Jerufalem. 

After  this*  wc  read  of  many  thoufands  of  Jews  that  believed  in 
Jerufalem,  A<fts  xxi.  20>  And  fo  we  read  of  multitudes  of  Jews 

who  wttc  coaverted  in  other  cities  of  Judea  ;  and  not  only  fo,  bus 

even 
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ev« n  in  other  parts  of  the  world.  For  wbere-ever  the  apoAtei  went, 
*!  lh€rc  wcr*  any  Jews  there,  their  manner  was,  iirft  to  go  hto 
8he  ty?a£oguei  of  the  Jews,  and  preach  the  gofpel  to  them,  and 
many  in  one  place  and  another  believed;  as  ioDamafcus  k  Antioch 

and  many  other  places  that  we  read  of  in  the  Atfs  of  the  Apoftks! 

In  this  pouring  out  of  the  {pith,  which  began  at  the  Pentecoft 

Which***  ClTif**{c*nrioia>  began  tb*1  g?cat  difpenfatioa 
which  is  called  Lhrifi  s  coming  in  his  kingdom.  Chrift  s  comir.* 

fm*n  a  fPlrUual  manner  for  the  glorious  letting  up  cf  his  kingdom 

tn  the  world,  is  reprefented  by  Chrift  himfclf  as  his  coming  down 

srem  heaven,  whither  he  had  afeended,  John  xiv.  jg.  There  Chrift 

having  been  fpeaking  of  his  afeenfion,  fays  “  I  will  not  leave  you 

comfortlefs  ;  l  will  come  unto  you,”  fpeaking  of  his  coming  by 

the  comsng  of  the  Comforter,  the  Spirit  of  truth.  And.  verfe  28. 

c  have  heard  how  I  faid  unto  you,  1  go  away,  and  come  again 

unto  you.  Thus  the  apoftjes  began  to  fee  the  kingdom  of  heaven 

come  with  power,  a*  he  promifed  they  ffcoyld,  Mark  ix.  i . 

(z)  W  hat  is  next  to  be  obferved  is  the  fuccefs  of  the  gofpel  among 
fi^e  Samai  itans.  After  the  fucccfs  o.f  the  gofpel  had  been  lo  gloriously 

g^n  among  the  proper  Jewa,  the  Spirit  of  God  was  next  wonder- 
folly  poured  out  on  the  Samaritans,  who  were  aot  jews  by  nation* 
but  the  poflerity  of  thofc  whom  the  king  of  Aftyria  removed  from 
.  *ft*crsat  psrts  of  his  dominions,  and  fettled  in  the  land  that  was 
inhabited  by  the  ten  tribes,  whom  he  carried  captive.  But  yet  they 
<aad  received  the  h/e  books  of  Mofer,  and  pra£!ifed  moft  of 
^Uei  of  the  law  of  Mofes,  and  fo  were  2  fort  of  mongrel  Jews* 
*  e  do  not  find  them  reckoned  as  Gentiles  in  the  Neiv-Xc  ft  ament  2 
or  the  calling  of  theGentiks  is  fpofcen  of  as  a  new  thing  after  tbisg 
.  e^nn*ng  with  the  conversion  of  Cornelius.  But  yet  it'  was  an. 
*nftance  of  making  that  a  people  that  were  no  people  :  for  they  had 
corrupted  the  religion  which  Mofes  commanded,  and  did  not  go 
up  tojerufalem  to  worship,  but  had  another  temple  of  their  own  m 
Mount  Gerizzim  ;  which  is  the  mountain  of  which  the  wotnin  of 
bamaria  fpeaks,  when  (he  fays,  4t  Our  fathers  worlhipped  in  this 
mountain.  Chrift  there  does  not  approve  of  their  reparation  from 
£he  Jews  ;  but  tells  the  woman  of  Samaria,  that  they  wor(£ippcd 
Sbcy  knew  not  what,  and  that  faivation  is  of  the  Jews,  But 
aow  falvation  is  brought  from  thejews  to  them  by  the  preaching  of 
Philip,  (excepting  that  beforeChrxft  had  fome  fuccefs  among  them  J 
with  whofe  preaching  there  was  a  glorious  pouring  out  of  the 
Spirit  of  God  in  the  city  of  Samaria  ;  where  ws  are  told,  that 
**  *he  people  believed  Philip  preaching  the  things  concerning  die 
kingdom  of  Chrift,  and  were  baptized,  both  m$a  and  women  § 
and  that  there  was  great  joy  in  that  city,”  A&s  viii.  8.— 12. 

JThus  Chrift  had  a  glorious  harveft  in  Samaria  s  which  is  what 
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thrift  feem.  to  have  had  refpeft  to.  in  what  he  faid ,o  hi,  di^'* 
a,  Jacob’,  well  three  or  four  yean  before,  on  occafion  of  the  people 
of  Samaria’s  appearir g a,  a diftance inthc field. 'o  ‘he  place 
where  Chrift  wa.,  at  the  inftigatton  of  the  woman  of  Samzna .  Oa 
that  occafion.  he  bid.  hi.  difciple.  lift  up  their  eye.  to  the  field, 
for  that  they  were  white  to  the  barveft,  John  iv.  3  S  •  3  • 
pofition  which  the  people  of  Samaria  (bowed  toward.  Chrift  and  h.» 
Lfpel,  (bowed  that  they  were  ripe  for  the  barveft.  But  now 
fhe  barveft  U  come  by  Philip’,  preaching.  There  ufed  to  be  a  moft 
bitter  enmity  between  the  Jew.  and  Samaritan.  ;  but  now,  by  their 
converfion,  .he  Chriftian  Jew.  and  Samaritan,  are  all  happily 
united  :  for  in  Chrift  Jefu.  i.  neither  Jew  nor 'Samaritan,  but  Urn  ft 
i.  all  in  all.  Thi.  wa.  a  gloriou.  inftance  of  the  wolf  s  dwelling 
with  the  lamb,  and  the  leopard’s  lying  down  with  the  kid. 

(2)  The  next  thing  to  be  obferved  i.  the  fuccci.  there  wa*  o  the 
gofpel  in  calling  the  Gentile.  Thi.  wa.  a  great  and  gloriou.  dif- 
psnfation  of  divine  providence,  much  fpoken  of  in  the  prophecies 
of  the  Old  Teftament,  and  fpoken  of  by  the  apoftle.  time  after  time, 
a.  a  moft  gloriou.  event  of  Chrift’.  redemption.  This  wa*  begun 
in  the  converfion  of  Cornelius  and  his  family,  greatly  to  the  ad¬ 
miration  of  Peter,  who  was  ufed  as  the  instrument  of  a,  and  of 
ihofe  who  were  with  him,  and  of  thofe  who  were  informed  of  it  5 
as  you  may  fee,  A&s  at.  and  *i.  The  neat  inftance  of  it  that  we 
have  any  account  of,  was  in  the  converfion  of  great  numbers  of 
Gentile,  in  Cypru.,  and  Cyrene,  and  Antioch,  by  the  difciple* 
that  were  fcattered  abroad  by  the  perfection  which  arofe  about 
Stephen,  as  we  have  an  account  in  A£h  xi.  19.  *0.  21.  Prcfently 
upon  this  the  difciple.  began  to  be  called  Chtiftiani  firft  at  Antioch, 
yeeSc  26. 

After  this*  vaft  multitude*  of  Gentile*  were  converted  m  many 
different  parts  of  the  world*  chiefly  by  the  miniflry  of  the  ApoHIe 
Paul,a  glorious  pouring  out  of  the  Spirit  accpmpanying  his  preach¬ 
ing  in  one  place  and  another.  Multitude*  flocked  into  the  church 
©f  Chrift  in  a  great  number  of  cities  where  the  Apoftle  came.  So 
the  number  of  the  members  of  the  Chriftian  church  that,  were  Gen¬ 
tiles,  foon  tat  exceeded  the  number  of  its  Jewish  member*  ;  yea  fo* 
that  in  iefi  than  ten  years  time  after  Paul  was  fent  forth  from  Anti¬ 
och  to  preach  to  the  Gentiles,  it  was  faid  of  him  and  his  compa¬ 
nions,  that  they  had  turned  the  world  upfide  down  5  Ads  xvii.6. 
<1  Thefe  that  have  turned  the  world  upfide  down  are  come  hither 
alfo.”  But  the  moft  remarkable  pouring  put  of  the  Spirit  in  a 
particular  city  that  we  have  any  account  of  in  the  Nc\y  Tefta¬ 
ment,  feems  to  be  that  in  the  city  of  Ephefus,  which  was  a  very 
great  city.  Of  thi*  wc  have  an  account  in  Aft*  xix.  ^  There  wsa 
alfo  a  very  cxtraorfiaaiy  ingathering  of  foul*  at  Corinth,  one  of 
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*bc  greaicft  cities  in  ai!  Gretce.  And  after  this  many  were  con- 
vsrtci  income,  the  chief  city  6f  all  the  world  •  and  the  gofc^l 
was  propogated  into  ali  i  parts  of  the  Roman  empire.  Thus  The 
goij,e!  h*.u9  Vr3.ji,ij  had  lateny  ri.kn  on  the  Jews,  now  rofe  upon# 
snd  began  to  enlighten  the  Heathen  world,  after  they  had  contjnu- 
1  ^  grofs  llsatn^infh  d&tkaels  for  io  many  ages. 

This  was  a  great  thing,  and  anew  thing;  fuch  a  never  had 
^  became, ore,  All  nations  but  the  Jews,  and  a  few  who  had  at 
one  time  and  another  joined  with  them,  had  been  reje&ed  from  a- 
bout  Mofes  5  time.  The  Gentile  world  had  been  covered  over  with 
the  shies  darknefs  of  idolatry  ;  but  now,  at  the  joyful  glorious 
^oufid  of  the  gofpe!,  tney  began  in  all  pans  to  ferfaks  their  old 

{doh>  *nd  tQ  *bhoT  ihcm>  ^d  to  caft  them  to  the  moles  and  to  the 
Ms,  and  to  learn  to  woidvlpf  the  true  God,  and  to  troA  in  his  Son 
*tiK  i  sn«Go-.»  owned  them  for  his  people  j  tkofe  who  had  fo 
dong  been  a  fare  ft]  were  made  nigh  by  the  blood  ofChriA.  Men  were 
changed  from  beLigHeathemfh  &  brunilt,  to  be  the  children  of  God; 
were  called  put  of  Satan’s  kingdom  of  darknefs, and  bro’t  intoGod’s 
marvelous  light  sndmaimofi  si!  countries  thro’out  the  known  world 
v/ete  aiiC£»bhes  of  tile  pcop!c  of  God  ;  joyful  pralfcs  were  fung  to 
tue  *rueGod,  andJcfujChrilt  the  glericusRedeemer.  Now  that  great 
building  which  God  began  foon  after  the  fall  of  man#  rifes  glori- 
oufly,  no!  in  the  fame  manner  that  it  had  done  ia  former  ages, 
but  ia  quite  a  new  manner  ;  now  Daniel’s  prophecies  concerning 
the  laft  kingdom,  which  Oiould  fucceed  the  four  Hcatheniffc  mo* 
n  archies,  begins  to  be  fulfilled  ;  now  the  Aon  c  cut  out  of  the  moun¬ 
tains  without  hands,  began  to  finite  the  image  on  its  feet,  and  to 
bi«ak  it  in  pieces,  and  to  grow  great,  and  to  make  great  advance! 
towards  iiling  the  earth  ;  and  now  God  gathers  together  the  elect 
from  the  four  winds  cf  heaven,  by  the  preaching  of  the  apoftles 
and  other  ministers,  the  angels  of  the  Ch  rift  fan  church  fent  forth 
with  the  great  found  of  the  gofpe! -trumpet,  before  the  deftruflioa 
of  Jsrufalem,  agreeable  to  what  Chrift  foretold,  Matth.  xxiv.  31, 
Tais  was  the  fuccefs  of  Gbrift’s  purchafe  during  this  firft  peri¬ 
od  of  the  Qhriftism  church#  which  terminated  in  the  deftrudion  of 
Jerufalem. 

2»  I  wousd  proceed  now,  in  the  fecond  place,  to  take  notice  of 
the  oppofidon  which  was  made  to  this  fucccfs  of  Chrift’s  purchafe 
by  the  enemies  of  it.~ — -Satan,  who  lately  was  fo  ready  to  tri¬ 
umph  and  exult,  as  though  he  had  gained  the  viflory  in  putting 
Chnft  to  death,  now  finding  himfelf  fallen  into  the  pit  which  he 
had  digged,  and  finding  his  kingdom  falling  fo  faft,  and  feeing 
Cbrift’s  kingdom  make  fuch  amszing  pregrefa,  fuch  as  never  had 
been  before,  we  may  conclude  he  was  filled  with  the  grcatcA  con- 
fdmand  aftonifkment,  and  hell  feemed  to  be  effectually  alarmed 
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by  it  to  mike  th®  raoft  violent  oppofition  againfc  it.  ^  Firft,  the 
devil  ftirred  up  she  Je  ws,  who  had  before  crucified  Ghriif,  to  per- 
fecute  the  church  :  for  it  is  cbfeiveablc,  that  the  persecution  which 
the  church  fuffcred  during  this  period,  was  moftly  from  the  Jem, 
Thus  we  read  in  the  Ads,  when,  at  Jarufalcm,  the  Holy  Ghoft 
was  poured  out  at  Pentecoft,  how  the  Jews  mocked,  and  laid, 
**  Thefe  men  are  full  of  new  wine  and  how  the  feribes  and 
Pharifees,  and  the  captain  of  the  temple,  were  alarmed,  an  u 
fiirred  themfelvcs  to  oppofe  and  perfecute  the  apoftles,  and  t 
apprehended  and  threatened  them,  and  afterwards  imprifone  a.» 
beat  them;  and  breathing  out  threatenings  and  fiaughter  againft  the 
difciplcs  of  the  Lord,  they  ftoned  Stephen  in  a  tumultuous  rage  5 
and  were  not  content  to  perfecute  thofe  that  they  could  find  m  Ju¬ 
dea,  but  fent  abroad  to  Damafcus  and  other  places,  to  persecute  all 
that  they  could  find  every  where.  Herod,  who  was  chief  among 
them,  ftretchcd  forth  his  hands  to  vex  the  church,  and  killed  James 
with  the  fword,  and  proceeded  to  take  Peter  aifo,  and  cui»;  turn  *0  * 
to  prifon. 

So  in  other  countries,  we  find,  that  almpft  where-ever  the  apof¬ 
tles  came,  the  Jews  oppofed  the  go  f pel  in  a  mo  ft  malignant 
ner,  contradicting  and  blafpheming.  How  many  things  did 
blcffcd  Apoftle  Paul  fuffer  at  their  hands  in  one  place  and  another  l 
How  violent  and  bihod -thir fly  did  they  fhew  themfelvds  towards 
him,  when  he  came  to  bring  alms  to  his  nation  !  In  this  perfects- 
lion  and  cruelty  was  fulfilled  that  o£  Chrift,  Matth-  xxhl  34, 

* *  Behold,  I  fend  you  prophets,  and  wife  m|n,  and  icribes  ;  and 
fomeof  them  y,  <L»  kill  and  crucify,  and  feme  of  them  fell  ye 
fcourge  in  your  fynagogues.and  perfecute  them  from  city  to  city. 

3.  I  proceed  to  take  notice  of  thofe  judgements  which  were  ex¬ 
ecuted  on  thofe  enemies  of  Chrift,  the  periccutmg 

(1)  The  bulk  of  the  people  were  given  up  to  judicial  blmdnefs 

of  mind  and  hardnefs  of  heart.  Chrift  denounced  fuch^a  wo  up¬ 
on  them  in  the  days  of  his  flefh  ;  asMitih.  13.  14.  1  p—Tbta  curie 
was  alfo  denounced  on  them  by  the  Apoftle  Paul,  ACts^xxvUL.  25# 
%6.  27.  ;  and  under  this  curfc,  under  this  judicial  biinunCiS  a  ad 
hardnefs,  they  remain  to  this  very  day,  :f  haying  been^fubjett  to  ll 
for  about  1700  years,beir.g  the  moft  awful  inftance  of  tuco  a  juuge- 
ment,  and  monuments  of  God’s  terrible  vengeance,  of  any.  peo¬ 
ple  that  ever  were.  That  they  fhould  continue  from  generation  to 
generation  fo  obftinately  to  reject  Ghrift,  fo  that  it  is  a  \^iy  run* 
thing  that  any  one  of  them  h  converted  to  the  Cbrifiian  faith, 
though  their  own  fcripttires  of  the  Old  Feflament,  which  ihsy 
Jyiowledge,  are  fo  full  of  phin  teftimonks  them,  is  a  ic~ 

markable  evidence  of  their  being  dreadfully  left  of  God. 

(2)  They  were  rejected  and  caft  0 ft  from  being  any  iongerGod  9 
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vifibk  people.  They  were  broken  off  from  the  {lock  of  Abraham,, 
aad  fincc  that  have  no  more  been  reputed  his  feed,  than  the  Ifcma- 
elites  or  Edomites,  who  arc  as  much  his  natural  feed  as  they.  The 
greater  part  of  the  two  tribes  were  now  caft  off,  as  the  ten  tribes 
had  been  before,  and  another  people  were  taken  in  their  room,  a- 
greeable  to  the  predictions  of  their  own  prophets  ;  as  of  Mofcs, 
D^ut.  xxxiL  21.  “  They  have  moved  me  to  jealoufy  with  that 
which  is  no*  God  5  they  have  provoked  me  to  anger  with  their  va  - 
Juries ;  and  1  wili  move  them  to  jealoufy  with  thofe  which  are  not 
a  pc  epic,  I  will  provoke  them  to  anger  with  a  foolifh  nation 
and  c*  ha  ah,  Ixv.  1.  e<  I  am  fought  of  them  that  afkcd  not  for 
me  ;  I  am  found  of  them  that  fought  me  not*’*—' They  were  vi* 
fiOAy  reje&ed  and  caft  off,  by  God*s  dire&ing  his  apoftles  to  turn  a® 
way  from  them,  and  let  them  alone  ;  as  A£h  xiii.  46,  47,  ‘‘Then 
Paul  and  Rarn^bas  wasted  bold,  and  faid.  It  was  neoeifary  that  the 
word  of  God  fhould  firft  have  been  fpoken  to  you  :  but  feeing  ye 
put  it  from  you,  and  judge  yourfdves  unworthy  of  eve^kfHng  life, 
lo,  we  turn  to  the  Gentiles  :  for  fo  hath  the  Lord  commanded  us.** 
And  fo  A&sxviii,  6.  andxxviii.  28. 

Thus  far  we  have  had  the  feripture-hiftory  to  guide  us :  hence¬ 
forward  we  (hall  have  the  guidance  only  of  two  things,  vij.  of 
feripture -prophecy,  and  God’s  providence,  as  related  in  human 
hiftories.— ~But  I  proceed. 

(3)  The  third  and  laft  judgement  of  God  on  thofe  enemies  of 
the  fuceefs  of  the  gofpel  which  I  fhall  mention,  is  the  terrible  de¬ 
finition  of  their  oi»y  and  country  by  thcRomans.  Tney  had  great 
warnings  and  many  means  ufed  with  them  before  this  deftru&ioa. 
Firft,  John  the  Baptift  warned  them,  and  told  them,  that  the  axe 
was  kid  at  the  root  of  the  tree  ;  and  that  every  tree  which  ftiould 
not  bring  forth  good  fruit,  ihould  be  hewn  down,  and  caft  into  the 
fire.  Then  Chrift  warned  them  very  particularly,  and  told  them 
of  their  aproaching  dcftru&ion,  and  at  the  thought*  of  it  wept 
over  them.  And  then  the  apoftles  after  Chrift’s  afeeofton  abun¬ 
dantly  warned  them.  But  they  proved  obftinate,  and  went  on  iQ 
their  apportion  to  Chrift  and  his  church,  and  in  their  bitter  perfe¬ 
cting  praflices.  Their  fo  malignantly  pcrfecuting  the  Apoftle 
Paul,  of  which  we  have  an  account  towards  the  end  of  the  Ads  of 
the  Apoftles,  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  not  more  than  feven  or  eight 
years  before  the  deftrudion. 

After  this  God  was  pkafed  to  give  them  one  more  very  remarks* 
b!e  warning  by  the  Apoftle  Paul,  in  hit  cpiftle  to  the  Hebrews, 
which  is  an  epiftle  written  to  that  nation  of  the  Jews,  as  is  fuppof* 
ed,  about  four  years  before  their  deftru&ion  ;  wherein  the  plained 
and  dcareft  arguments  are  fet  before  (hem  from  their  own  law,  and 
from  their  prophets^  for  whom  they  profciTed  fwch  a  regard,  to 

prove 


on  muft  needs  have  now  ceafed.  Fur  though  the  epilUe  was  oscre 
immediately  dirc&ed  to  the  Chriftian  Hebrews,  yet  the  matter  of 
the  epiftle  plainly  {hows  that  the  apoftle  intended  it  for  the  ufc  and 
convi£fion  of  the  unbelieving  Jwws.  In  this  epiftle  he  menuouj 
particularly  the  approaching  dcihudHon,  as  chap.  s-  *  £  • 
much  the  more,  as  ye  fee  the  day  approaching  ;  end  211  verf. 
27  he  fpcaks  of  the  approaching  judgement  and  fiery  indignation 

which  (hould  devour  the  adversaries.  .  , 

But  the  generality  of  them  refilling  to  receive  conviction,  Gcd 
foon  deftroyed  them  with  fuch  terrible  ckcumfUnccs,  as  the  de~ 
fkuftion  of  no  country  or  city  fmee  the  foundation  of  the  world 
can  parallel  ;  agreeable  to  what  Cbrift  foretold,  Matth.  sxiv.  21* 

«'  For  then  ihall  be  tribulation,  fuch  as  Was  not  from  thc^  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  world  to  this  time,  no,  nor  ever  fhali  be,”  The 
fid t  deftruftion  of  jcrufalem  by  the  Babylonians  was  very  terrible* 
as  it  is  in  the  moft  adding  manner  dtferibed  by  the  Prophet 
Jeremiah,  in  bis  Lamentations  ;  but  this  was  nothing  to  the  oread® 
ful  mifery  and  wrath  which  they  fuffered  in  the  ddhru&ion  ;  God* 
according  as  Chrift  foretold,  bringing  on  them  all  the  righteous 
blood  that  had  been  flied  from  the  foundation  of  the  world.  Thus 
the  enemies  of  Cbrift  were  made  his  footftool  ofter  his  afcenfion* 
agreeable  to  God's  premife  in  Pfal.  ex,  at  the  beginning  ;  and 
Cbrift  rules  them  with  a  rod  of  Iren*  They  had  been  kicking  a® 
gainfi  Chrift,  but  the^  did  not  kick  again  A  thcp*icks,  The  briars 
and  thorns  fet  ihemfelves  againft  him  in  battle  :  but  he  went 
through  them  ;  he  burred  them  together. 

This  deft  uftion  of  Jerufaiem  was  in  all  refpe&s  agreeable  to 
what  Chriit  had  foretold  of  it,  Matth.  xxiv.  by  the  account  v^hick 
Jofephus  gives  of  it,  who  was  then  prefect,  and  was  one  of  ths 
Jews,  who  had  a  (hare  in  the  Calamity,  who  wrote  the  hiftory  of 
their  deftrutftion.  Many  circumftanaci  of  this  defection  refem® 
bled  the  dcftru&ion  of  the  vricked  at  the  day  of  judgement,  by  his 
account,  being  accompliOiei  with  many  fearful  fights  in  the  hea* 
vens,  and  wuh  the  Separation  of  the  righteous  from  the  wicked** 
Their  city  and  their  temple  wire  burnt,  and  rafed  to  the  ground* 
and  the  ground  on  which  the  city  ftcod.  was  plowed  ;  and  f©  one 
ftone  was  not  left  upon  another,  Matth,  xxiv.  2 . 

The  people  had  ceafed  for  the  moft  part  to  be  an  independent  go® 
vernment  after  the  Baby  lonidi  captivity  :  but  the  feeptre  entirely 
departed  from  Judah  oa  the  death  of  Archclaus  ;  and  then  Judea 
was  made  a  Roman  provirce  ;  after  this  they  were  caft  off  from 
being  the  people  of  God  ;  but  now  their  very  city  sad  land  are  ut“ 
tcrly  deftroyed,  and  they  carried  away  froca  it  5  and  fo  have  con* 
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tinued  In  theif  difperfiona  through  the  world  for  now  about  1600 
years. 

Thus  there  vm  a  final  end  to  the  dd-Teftament  world  ;  all 'was 
foiled  with  a  kind  of  day  of  Judgement,  in  which  the  people  of 

God  were  faved,  and  his  enemies  terribly  deftroyed,- _ Thus  docs 

lie  who  was  fo  lately  mocked,  defpifed,  and  fpit  upon  by  the  Jews, 
and  wfaofc  followers  they  malignantly  perfccutcdjappiar  glorioufiy 
exalted  over ,  his  enemies. 

#  Having  thus  fhown  how  the  fuccefs  of  Chrift;*  purchafs  was  ear¬ 
ned  on  till  the  deftrudion  of  Jerufalem,  I  come  now, 

1 1.  To  fbow  how  is  was  carried  on  from  that  time  till  the  de- 
ion  of  the  Heathen  empire  in  the  time  of  Coftftantine  the 
Great,  which  is  the  feeond  great  event  which  is  in  feripture  com¬ 
pared  to  Ch rift’s  coming  to  judgment. 

Jerufalem  was  defiroyed  about  the  year  of  our  Lord  6S,  and  fo 
before  that  generation  pafied  away  which  was  contemporary  with 
Chrift  ;  and  it  was  about  thirty  five  years  after  Chaffs  death. 
The  deftrudson  of  the  Heathen  empire  under  Conftantioe,  was  a» 
bout  260  years  after  this,  jfn  fliowing  how  the  fuccefs  of  the  gof- 
pd  was  carried  on  through  this  tsme,  1  would,  i.  Take  notice  of 
the  oppofition  made  againft  it  by  the  Roman  empire.  2.  How  the 
work  of  the  gofpd  went  on  notwithftandbg  all  that  opposition. 
3.  The  peculiar  circumftances  of  tribulation  and  diffrefo  chat  the 
church  was  in  juft  before  their  deliverance  by  Conftantine.  4. 
The  great  revolution  in  Conftantine’s  time. 

I.  I  would  briefly  Ihow  what  oppofition  was  made  againft  the 
gofpel,  and  the  kingdom  of  Chrift,  by  the  K.iman  empire  The 
©ppofhion  that  was  made  to  the  gofpd  by  the  Heathen  Roman  cm. 
pin*,  was  mainly  after  the  defirudion  of  Jerufalem,  though  their 
oppoficiojn  began  before  ;  but  the  opposition  that  was  before  the 
deftrud  ion  of  Jerufalem,  was  mainly  by  the  Jews.  But  when  Jer’u- 
tslzm  was  deftroyed,  the  Jews  were  put  out  of  a  capacity  of  mudh 
troubling  the  church.  Uow  therefore  the  devil  turns  his  hand  elfe- 
were,  add  ufes  other  inftruments.  The  oppofu ion  which  was  made 
in  the  Roman  empire  againft  the  kingdom  of  Chrift,  was  chiefly  of 
swo  kinds. 

(1)  They  employed  all  their  learning,  phslofophy,  and  wit* 
in  eppofing  it,  Chrift  ~ca me  into  the  world  in  an  age  wherein 
learning  and  philofophy  were  at  their  height  in  the  Roman  empire. 
This  was  employed  to  the  utmoft  againft  the  kingdom  of  Chrift. 
The  gofpd,  which  held  forth  a  crucified  Saviour,  was  not  at  all  a- 
grecable  to  the  notions  of  the  philofophers.  The  Chriftian  feheme 
©f  truiting  in  fuch  a  crucified  Redeemer,  appeared  fooiiih  *nd  ri* 
diculous  to  them ;  Greece  was  a  country  the  moft  famous  for  learn¬ 
ing  of  any  ia  the  empire  t  but  the  apofile  obfcrvei,  tha 
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lie  doftrine  of  Cbrift  crucified  appeared  foolifhncfs  to  the  Greeks,, 

I  Cor.  i.  ;  and  therefore  the  wife  men  and  pbilofepherjcppof- 
cd  the  gofpel  with  all  the  wit  the^r  had  Wc  have  a  fpecimen 
oftbeir  manner  of  oppofmg,  in  the  ftory  we  have  of  their  treat* 
ment  of  the  Apoftle  Paul  at  Athens,  which  was  a  city  that  had 
been  for  many  ages  the  chief  feat  of  phiiofophcrs  of  any  in  the 
whole  world.  We  read  in  Aft«  svii.  18.  that  the  philofophers  of 
the  Epicureans  and  Stoicki  encountered  hitn,  faying,  “  What  will 
this  babier  fay  ?  He  feemefh  to  be  a  fetier  forth  of  ftrange  gods/" 
So  they  were  wont  to  deride  and  ridicule  Cbriftianity,  After  ths 
deft  rufl  ion  of  Jerufalcm,  Several  of  thefe  philofophers  publiffccd 
books  againft  it ;  the  chief  of  whom  were  Ceifus  and  Porphyry, 
Thefe  wrote  books  againft  the  Chriftian  religion  wish  a  great  deal 
of  virulence  and  contempt,  much  after  the  manner  that  the  Deifts  of 
the  prefent  age  oppofe  and  ridicule  Chriftianity,  Something  of 
their  writings  yet  remains.  As  great  enemies  and  defpifers  as  they 
were  of  the  Chriftian  religion,  yet  they  never  denied  the  fa<fts  re* 
corded  of  Chrift  and  his  apoftks,  in  the  NewTeftameut, particular* 
Jy  the  miracles  which  they  wrought,  but  allowed  them.  They  liv¬ 
ed  too  near  the  times  wherein  chcie  miracles  vrerc  wrought  to  deny 
them  ;  for  they  were  fo  publicly  done,  and  fo  lately,  that  neither 
Jews  nor  Heathens  in  thofe  days  appeared  la  deny  them  ;  but  they 
sfertbed  them  to  the  power  of  magic. 

(2)  The  authority  of  the  E.oman  empire  employed  all  their 
ftrength,  time  after  time,  to  perfecute,  2nd  if  polfible  te  root  ou% 
Chriftianity.  This  they  did  in  ten  general  iucccftivc  perfections. 
We  have  heretofore  obferved,  that  Chrift  came  into  the  world, 
when  the  ftrength  of  Heathen  dominion  and  authority  was  the 
greateft  that  ever  it  was  under  the  Roman  monarchy,  the  greateft 
and  ftrongeft  human  monarchy  that  ever  was  on  earth.  Ail  the 
ftrength  of  this  monarchy  was  employed  for  a  long  time  to  oppofe 
and  perfecute  the  Chriftian  church,  and  if  pofiible  to  deftroy  it,  in 
ten  fuccefltve  attempts,  which  are  called  the  HnHsaihsn  p  erj scut  ion* , 
which  were  before  Conftantinc.  * 

The  firft  of  thefe,  which  was  the  perfection  under  Nero,  was  2 
little  before  the  deftru&ion  of  Jerufalcm,  in  which  the  Apoftle 
Fcter  was  crucified,  and  the  Apoftle  Paul  beheaded,  foon  after  he 
wrote  his  fecond  cpiftle  to  Timothy.  When  he  wrote  that  epif- 
tie,  he  was  a  prifoner  at  Rome  under  Nero,  and  was  foon  after  he 
wrote  it  beheaded,  agreeable  to  what  he  fays,  chap.  iv.  6.  7.  ct  l 
am  now  ready  to  be  off  ered,  and  the  time  of  my  departure  is  at 
band,  I  have  fought  a  good  fight,  I  have  finifhed  my  courfe,  I 
have  kept  the  faith/'— There  were  many  theufands  of  othes; 
Chriftians  flainin  that  perfccution.  The  other  nine  perfecutiona 
yuz c  all  after  the  <Jefteu£Uoa  of  Jcrufalcsa*  Some  of  thefe  wc-r& 
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very  terrifelc  indeed,  and  far  exceeded  the  fir  ft  perfection  unde? 
l^cro.  One  emperor  after  another  fet  himfdf  with  the  uimoii 
to  root  out  the  Chriftian  church  the  earth,  that  there 

fliouid  non  be  fo  much  as  the  name  of  Chriftian  left  In  the  world. 
Thoufands  and  millions  were  put  to  cruel  deaths  in  thefe  pepTecu- 
Sions  ;  for  they  fpared  neither  fea  nor  age,  but  killed  them  as  faft 
as  they  could.  Under  the  fecond  general  pcrfecution,  that  which 
was  next  after  the  deftrudion  of  j-rufalem,  the  Apoftie  John  was 
fcanifhcd  to  the  idle  ot  Patcnos,  where  he  had  tbofe  visions  of  which 
behas  given  an  account  in  the  Revelation,  Under  that  per fecu- 
ftion  it  was  re.ckon£d,that  about  40*°°°  fuffsred  martydom;  which 
yet  was  nothing  to  what  were  put  ro  death  under  fume  fucceed ing 
perfecutions.  Ten  thousand  'fuifered  that  one  kind  of  cruel  deuh, 
crucifixion,  in  the  third  perfection  under  she  Emperor  Adrian* 
Under  the  fourth  perfecution,  which  began  about  the  year  ofChrift 
162,  many  fuffered  martyrdom  in  England,  the  land  of  our  fore-* 
fathers,  where  Cbriftfenity  had  been  planted  very  early,  and,  as  is 
fuppofed,  in  she  days  of  the  apoftles.  In  the  later  perfecutionsp 
the  Roman  emperors  being  vexed  st  the  fruft ration  of  their  prede- 
ceilors,  who'  were  not  able  to  extirpate  Chriftianity,  or  hinder  its 
progrds,  w etc  enraged  to  be  the  more  violent  in  their  attempts,  /J 
■  Thus  a  great  part  of  the  firft  300  years  after  Chrift  was  fpent  in 
violent  and  cruel  perfecutions  of  the  church  by  the  Roman  powers^, 
Satan  was  very  un frilling1  to  let  go  his  hold  of  fo  greal  a  part  of 
the  world,  and  every  way  the  chief  pan  of  it,  as  the  countries  con¬ 
tained  in  the  Reman  empire  wtre,  of  which  he  had  had' the  quia 
pofTelTion  for  fo  man}’’  ages  :  and  therefore,  when  he  faw  it  going" 
fo  fall  out  of  hw  hands,  he  beftired  hist  fell  to  his  utmoft :  all  hell 
was,  as  it  were, railed  agaiflft:  it  to  eppofe  it  with  its  uttnoft  power. 

Sitan  thus  exerting  himfdf  by  the  power  of  the  Heathen  Roman 
empire,  is  Called  the  great  red  dragon  En  feripture,  having  feverj 
heads  and  ten  horns,  fighting  againrfr  the  woman'  clothed  with  the 
fun.  as  in  the  12th  of  Revelation.  And  the  terrible  conflict  there 
was  between  the  chu-  cH  o.f  Chrift,  and  the  powers  of  the  Heathen 
empire  before  Confhntmc's  time,  'is  there,  in  verf,  7.  repre* 
fen  ted  by  the  war  between  Michael  and  his  angels,  and  the  dragon 
and  hh  at  gels tf  And  there  was  war  in  heaven  ;  Michael  and 
hi*  angels  fought,  and  the  dragon  fought  and  his  angels. “ 

2  I  would  take  notice  what  fuccefs  the  gofpel  had  in  the  world 
before'' the  time  ofConftantine,  notwithftandi«g  all  this  oppofhiono 
w — -Fnough  the  learning  and  power  of  the  Roman  empire  wer- 
fo  great,  *nd  both  were  employed  to  the  utmoft  again  ft  Chrift  iani 
By  to  put  a  ftop  to  it,  and  to  root  it  out  for  fo  long  a  time,  and  izu 
fo  many  repeated  attempts ;  yet  all  was  in  vain  ;  they  could  neither 
cf©ak  it  oatp  not  put  a  ftop  to  i?o  But  fill!*  in  ipitc  all  that  they 


1  c  w; 


could 


Ak*' 


the  Work  of  REDEMPTION. 


eauW  do,  the  kingdom  of  Chtift  wonderfully  preva.led,  and  8a- 
tan’:-  Heathen  kingdom  mouldered  and  confume  .  a w-y  before  it, 
agreeable  to  the  wordi  ot  the  te^ct,  -  The  moth  Ml  eat.tbemup 
like  a  gaiment,  and  the  worm  (hall  eat  them  like  wool.  It  was 
Very  obfervable,  that  for  the  at  oft  part  the  more  they  perfecuted 
the  cnurch.tbe  more  it  increafcd  }  info  much  that «« became  a  com¬ 
mon  faying.  The  blood  of  the  marty.s  is  the  feed  o.  tne  ®hu'*b‘ 
Herein  the  chu.ch  ofChrift  proved  to  be  like  a  palm  tree ’ °*  wh,C“ 
tree  it  is  remarked,  that  tbe  greater  weignt  11  Uid  upon  it,  or  hung 
to  its  branches,  the  more  it  gro»»  and  fburifces ;  on  which  account 
probably  the  church*  it  cumparcd'toa  pa>Im  tree  in  Cant.  vii.  7* 

Tnis  thy  future  is  tike  to  a  palm-tree;’  Jufim  Martyr,  an  c- 
minent  father  in  the  Chriftian  church,  who  lived  in  the  age  next 
after  the  apoftles,  in  feme  writings  of  his,  which  are  yet  extant, 
fays,  that  in  his  days  there  was  no  part  of  mankmcf*  whethcrGree^s 
or  barbarians,  or  by  what  name  foever  they  were  called,  even  the 
1210ft  rude  and  unpolifhed  nations,  where  prayers  and  thankfgivings 
were  not  made  to  the  great  creator  of  the  world,  through  the  name 
of  the  crucifkd  Jefus,  Tertullian,  another  eminent  father  in  the 
Chritlian  church,  who  lived  in  the  beginning  of  the  following  age, 
in  fomc  of  his  writings  which  ate  yet  extant,  fet#  forth  how  that 
in  hit  day  the  Chriftian  religion  had  extended  itfelf  to  the  utmoft 
bounds  of  the  then  known  world,  in  which  he  reckons  Britain,  the 
country  of  our  forefathers  ;  and  thence  dcmonftratci,that  the  king¬ 
dom  of  Chrift  was  then  more  exienfive  than  any  of  the  four  greal 
monarchies  ;  and  moreover  fays,  that  though  the  Ghnftians  were 
as  Grangers  of  no  iong  (landing,  yet  they  bad  filled  all  places  of 
the  Roman  dominions,  their  cities,  iilands*  cables,  corpora¬ 
tions,  councils,  armies,  tribes,  the  palace,  fenaic,  and  court® 
of  judicature  ;  only  they  had  left  to  the  Heathen  their  temples  s 
and  that  if  they  fhouid  all  *gree  to  retire  cut  of  the  Roman  empire, 
the*  world  would  be  amazed  at  the  folitude  and  defolation  that 
would enfue  upon  it,  there  would  be  fo  few  left;  and  that  thcChrlL 
tians  were  enough  to  be  able  eafily  to  defend  themfelvcs,  if  they 
were  difpofcdto  rife  up  in  arms  again#  the  Heathen  magiftfates. 
And  Pliny,  a  Heathen  who  lived  in  thofc  days,  fays,  multitude^ 
of  each  fex,  every  age  and  quality,  were  become  Ghriftians.  This 
fuperftmon,  fays  he,  having  infeded  and  overrun  not  the  city  on¬ 
ly,  but  towns  and  countries,  the  temples  and  facrifjces  arc  general • 
!y  defolate  and  forfaken. 

It  was  remarked  by  both  Heathen  and  Cbriftian  writers  in  thof£ 
days,  that  the  famous  Heathen  oracles  in  their  temples,  where 
princes  and  others  for  many  paft  ages  had  been  wont  to  inquire  and 
receive  anfwcrs  with  an  audible  voice  from  their  gods,  which  were 

indeed  anfweu  frost  the  devil  j  1  lay*  thofe  were  now 
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fenced  and  ftruik  dumb,  and  gave  no  more  anfwer.  :  and  part?- 
U  *f.  y.'heLorscIe  at  Ddphos,  which  wai  the  mofi  famous  Heathen 

lonuhV  WhCk  WTU'  WhiCh  b0*h  Grecks  and  *<»«n.  ui*d  to 
eonfuh  began  to  ceafe  to  g.vc  any  anfwer,,  even  from  the  birth 

o  ChnJ  ,  and  the  f.lfc  deity  who  wa,  whipped,  andx-fed  to 

give  anfwer?  from  fau  oracle  ,n  that  temple,  being  once  inched 

of,  why  he  did  now  give  anfwm  ai  he  was  worn  to  do  ?  made 

Chip  reply,  as  fevfira!  Heathen  biftorians  who  Ilvsd  about  thofe 

times  relate.  There  is  an  Hebrew'  boy,  fays  he,  who  is  kirg  of  the 

g  >d»,  who  has  commanded  me  to  leave  thi*  houfe,  and  be  gone  tq> 

Mi,  and  therefore  you  arc  to  erped  no  more  anfwers  Many  of 

the  Heathen  writers  who  lived  about  that  time,  fpe<k  much 

of  the  orates  being  filenced,  as  a  thing  at  which  fhpy  w  ndered, 

not  booking  what  the  c&ufc  fliould  be.  Plutarch,  a  Heathen 

writer  of  thofe  times,  wrote  a  particular  treatife  about  it,  which  if 

ft  ul  extant.  And  Porphyry,  one  of  the  Heathen  writers  before  - 

mentioned,  who  oppofed  the  Chrifiian  religion,  in  his  writings 

hat  tbefc  words  :  It  is  no  wonder  if  the  city  for  thefe  fo  many 

years  has  been  over-run  with  fckaefs ;  Efculspius,  and  the  reft  of 

fhc  gods,  having  withdrawn  their  convcrfe  with  men  •  for  fincc 

Jefus  began  to  be  worfhipped,  no  man  has  received  any  public 

beta  or  benefit  by  the  gods.** 


Thus  dki  the  kingdom  of  Cbrift  prevail  againft  the  kingdom  of 
atari* 

3*  I  now  proceed  to  take  notice  of  the  peculiar  circumfiances  of 
(Tribulation  and  diftrefs  juft  before  Conftantine  the  Great  came  to 
the  throne.  This  diftrefs  they  fuffered  under  the  tenth  Heathen 
perfection,  which,  as  it  was  the  laft,  fo  it  was  by  far  the  hcavieft, 
and  mofi  fevere.  The  church  before  this,  after  the  ceafing  of  the 
ninth  perfection,  had  enjoyed  a  time  of  quietnefs  for  about 
forty  years  together  ;  but,  abuftng  their  liberty,  began  to  grow  cold 
and  lifelcfs  in  religion,  and  carnal,  and  contentions  prevailed 
among  them  ;  by  which  they  offended  God  to  fuffer  this  dreadful 
trial  to  come  upon  them.  Satan  having  loft  ground  fo  much,  not- 
withfranding  all  hit  attempts,  row  feemed  to  beftir  himfelf  with 
more  than  ordinary  rage.  Thofe  who  were  then  In  authority  fet 
fchemfelvcs  with  the  utrnoft  violence  to  root  out  Chriftianity,  by 
burning  all  Bibles,  and  deftroying  all  Chriftians ;  and  therefore 
febty  did  not  ftand  to  try  or  conviif  them  in  a  formal  procefs,  but 
fell  upon  them  where  ever  they  could  ;  fometimes  fetting  fire  to 
bcufes  where  multitudes  of  them  were  aftemblcd,  and  burning  them 
all  together ;  and  at  other  times  flaughtcring  multitudes  together  z 
fo  that  fometimes  their  perfecutors  were  quite  fpent  with  the  labor 
of  killing  aad  tormenting  them  ;  and  in  fome  populous  places,  fo 
mmy  were  fhin  together,  that  the  blood  ran  like  torrents.  It  is 
edited,  that  fQventssa  thoufcnd  martyrs  were  (lain  in  one  month's 
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;  and  tb.t  du.ing  the  continuance  ofthi.  perfection,  in  the 
province  of  Egypt  alone,  no  left  than  144.000  Cbr.ft.an.  dud 
by  the  violence  of  their  perfection,  btfide.  700, cco  that  died 
through  the  fatigue,  of  banilhaent.  Of  the  public  work,  to  which 

they  were  condemned.  .  ,  , 

This  perfecution  lafted  for  ten  year,  together ;  and  a.  it  emcee  ed 
all  fo-rgoing  perfecution.  in  the  number  of  martyrs,  fo  it  exceeded 
them  in  ft.  variety  and  multitude  of  invention,  of  torture  and 
cruelty.  Some  au.hor.  who  lived  at  that  time,  fay,  they  wet® 
innumerable,  and  emceed  all  account  and  eapreffion. 

This  perfeemion  in  particular  was  very  fevete  in  England  ;  and 
this  is  that  perfecution  which  wa»  foretold  in  Rev.  vt.  9. 10.  And 
when  he  bad  opened  the  fifth  feal,  I  faw  under  the  altar  the  foul* 
of  them  that  were  flain  for  the  word  of  God,  and  for  the  teftimony 
which  they  held.  And  they  cried  with  a  loud  voice,  faying.  How 
long,  O  Lord,  holy  and  true,  doft  thou  not  judge  and  avenge  our 

blood  on  them  that  dwell  on  the  earth  ?” 

At  the  end  of  the  ten  years  during  which  this  perfecution  con* 
tinued,  the  Heathen  perfecutor.  thought  they  had  firsifhed  their 
work,  and  boafted  that  ihey  had  utterly  deftroyed  the  name  and 
fuperftition  of  the  Chriftiam,  and  bad  reftored  and  propagated 
ihc  worfhip  of  the  gods. 

Thus  it  was  the  darkeft  time  with  the  Chrtftian  church  juft  before 
the  break  of  day  They  were  brought  to  the  greateft  extremity  juft 
before  (2od  appeared  for  their  glorious  deliverance,  as  the  bondage 
of  the  Ifradites  in  Egypt  was  the  moft  fevere  and  cruel  juft  before 
their  deliverance  by  the  hand  of  Mofes.  Their  enemies  thought 
they  had  /wallowed  them  up  juft  before  their  deftru&ion,  as  it  waa 
with  Pharaoh  and  his  hoft  when  they  had  hemmed  in  the  children 
of  Ifrael  at  the  Red -lea. 

4.  I  come  now,  in  the  fourth  place,  to  the  great  revolution 
which  was  in  the  world  in  the  days  of  Conftantinc,  which  was  2a 
many  refpeft*  like  ChrifPs  appearing  in  the  clouds  of  heaven  t© 

fave  his  people,  and  judge  the  world.  The  people  of  Rome  being 
weary  of  the  government  of  thofe  tyrants  16  whom  they  had  lately 
been  fuVjcft,  fent  to  Conftantine,  who  was  then  in  the  city  of 
YorkinEngland,to  come  and  take  the  throne.  He  being  encouraged* 
as  is  faid,by  a  vifion  of  a  pillar  of  light  in  the  heavens,  in  the  form 
of  a  crofs,  in  the  fight  of  hi»  whole  army,  with  this  infcriptioB* 
In  this  Qvtrzomt  ;  and  the  night  following,  by  Chrift’s  appear¬ 
ing  to  him  in  a  dream  with  the  fame  crofs  in  his  hand,  who 
directed  him  to  make  a  crofs  like  that  to  be  his  royal  ftandard,  that 
his  army  might  fight  under  that  banner,  and  allured  him  that  he 
fhould  overcome.  Accordingly  be  did,  and  overcame  his  enemies^ 
and  took  pofielfion  of  ibc  imperial  throne, and  embraced  thcChriftiaa 

religion 
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esafe  So'J  Chr"‘,an emperor  that  eve,  reined.  He 

■I*,”!  '°‘hV?r0ne  ab0Ut  3?0  >Cir3  >'*«  Cbrift.  There  are  fevcral 

S?8‘  Ir°“-d  *'ke  °0!iCe  of  Which  a,Kfided  cr  iamediaseiy 

roLowed  Confhrjtme  s  coming  to  the  throne.  7 

(i )  The  Chriftian  church  was  thereby  wholly  deliyered  from 
perfection.  Now  the  day  of  her  deliverance  came  after  fuch  a 
dark  night  of  affliffion  :  weeping  hac  continued  for  a  night,  but 
now  Qc  iverunoe  and  joy  Came  in  the  morning.  Now  God  ap« 
peared  to  judge  his  people,  and  repented  himftif  for  his  feryantt; 
When  he  faw  their  power  was  gone,  and  there  was  none  fhut  up 
9?  left.  Chrifmn*  had  ho  perfections  now  to  fear.  Their  per¬ 
center's  now  were  all  put  down,  and  their  rulers  were  feme  of 
Chrtftians  like  theooifclves. 

(^)  God  now  appeared  16  execute  terrible  judgements  on  their 
<£nemses#  .  -Remarkable  sre  the  accounts  which  hiftory  gives  us  of 
the  fearful  ends  to  which  the  Heathen  emperors,  and  princes,  and 
generis,  and  captains,  and  other  great  men  csthe,  who  had  eierred 
thttofdves  in  perfecting  the  Christians ;  dyirg  mifersbly,  one 
and  another,  under  exquihte  torments  of  body,  and  horrors  of 
fconfc  fence,  with  a  moft  vifiblc  hand  of  God  upon  them.  So  that 
what  now  came  to  pafi  might  very  fitly  be  compared  to  their 
Ihiding  themfelves  in.  the  dens  and  rocks  of  the  mountains. 

(3)  H  -athenifm  now  was  ia  a  great  meafure  aboliihed  through? 
out  the  Roman  empire.  Images  were  now  deftroyed,  and  Hea- 
fihen  temples  pulled  down.  Images  of  gold  and  filvef  were  melted 
down,  and  coined  into  money.  Sjme  of  the  chid  of  their  idols, 
which  were  curioufly  wrought,  were  brought  to  Conti mrinopks 
and  there  drawn  with  ropes  up  and  down  the  ftreets  for  the  people 
tfo  behold  and  laugh  at.  The  Heathen  prieff*  were  dlfperfcd  and 
lbajv*h?d» 

2  -  '  V"'  •'  2  5  V  .  n  < 

(4)  The  Chriftian  church  was  brought  into  a  ftate  of  great  pc.ace 
and  profperity.  Now  all  Heathen  magiftrate?  were  put  down,  and 
only  Cbriftfens  were  advanced  to  places  of  authority  all  over  the 
empire.  They  had  now  Chriftian  prcfidcnts,  Chriftian  governors*  j 
Chriftian  fudges  and  officers,  inftead  of  their  old  H:athenilli  ones. 
Conftantine  fethimCdf  to  put  honour  upon  Chriftian  bsfhops  or 
minifter?,  and  to  build  and  adorn  churches  5  and  now  large  and 
beautiful  Chriftian  churches  were  exceed  in  all  parts  of  the  world# 
Inftead  of  the  old  Heathen  temples. 

This  revolution  was  the  greateft  revolution  and  change  in  the 
face  of  things  that  ever  esme  to  pafs  in  the  world  ftnee  the  flood, 
^atan,  the  prince  of  darknefs,  that  king  and  god  of  the  Heathen 
world,  was  cafi  out.  -  The  roaring  lion  was  conquered  by  theLamb 
of  God,  in  the  ft'ongeft  dominion  that  ever  he  had*  even  the  Ro« 

fSun  empire,  Thinwai  a  remarkable  acsompiifhmsni  of,  Jer.  x.  u* 

The 
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s ;  fl-.j  Q0dj  ih?t  have  not  made  the  heaven*  and  the  eanh, 
even  they  thall  perifa  from  the  earth,  and  from  under  ihefe  hea- 
ven«  ”  The  chief  part  of  the  world  wa«  now  brought  utterly  to 
eaft  off  their  old  god.  and  their  old  religion,  to  which  they  had 
been  accuftomed  much  longer  than  any  of  their  hiftonc.  give  an 
account  of.  They  had  been  accuftomed  to  wor&tp  the  gods  .o 
long,  that  they  khew  not  any  beginning  of  it.  It  waa  formerly 
fpokeo  of  as  a  thing  unknown  for  a  nation  to  char  ge  their  gods, 
jer.ii  to.  II. ;  but  now  the  greater  part  of  the  nations  ot  tb* 
known  world  were  brought  to  caft  of  their  fotm«r  gods.  That 
multitude  of  gods  that  they  tVorfttipped  were  all  iorfaken.  Ihou- 
fands  of  them  were  caft  away  for  the  wot  (hip  of  the  true  God,  and 
Chrift  the  only  Saviour  :  and  there  was  a  moft  remarkable  fulfil¬ 
ment  of  that  la  If.  ii.  18.  “  And  the  ioftihefs  of  man  flull 
be  bowed  down,  and  the  h^ugbtinefs  of  men  fhail  be  made  loW  ; 
and  the  Lord  alone  (hall  be  exalted  in  that  day.  And  the  idol® 
be  (hail  utterly  aboiifh."  Since  that,it  has  come  t©  pads,  that  thode 
gods  that  were  oace  fo  famous  in  the  world, a#  Jupiter,  and  Saturn, 
and  Minerva,  andjuno,  fee.  are  only  heard  of  as  things  which  were 
of  old.  They  have  no  temples,  no  altars;  no  wot&ippcni  and 
have  not  had  for  many  hundred  years, 

Now  is  come  the  end  of  the  old  Heathen  world  In  the  principal 
part  of  it,  the  Roman  empire .  This  great  revolution  and  change 
of  the  Gate  of  the  world,  with  that  terrible  deftruflion  of  the  great 
men  who  had  been  perdecutors,  is  compared,  in  Rev.  vn  to  the  end 
of  the  world,  and  Chrift  coming  to  judgement ;  and  is  what  is  mod 
immediately  fignified  under  the  fixth  deal,  which  followed  upon 
the  fouls  under  the  altar,  crying,  “  How  long,  O  Lord,  holy  and 
true,  doft  thou  not  avenge  our  blood  on  them  that  dwell  on  the 
earth  ?”  This  vifion  of  the  fixth  deal,  by  the  general  confcnt  of  di- 
lines  and  expositors,  has  redpeft  to  this  downfal  of  the  Heathen 
&oman  empire  5  though  it  has  a  more  remote  refpeft  to  the  day  of 
judgement,  or  this  was  a  typ®  of  it.  The  day  of  judgment  eanno£ 
be  what  is  immediately  intended  ;  becaufe  we  have  an  account  o£ 
many  events  which  were  to  come  to  pafs  under  the  feventh  deal# 
and  fo  Were  to  follow  after  thofe  of  the  fixth  deal.  What^Juae  to 
pads  now  ii  alfo  reprefented  by  the  devil's  being  eaft  out  of  heaves 
eo  the  earth.  In  his  great  ftrength  and  glory,  in  that  mighty  Roma® 
snpire,hc  had  as  it  were  exalted  his  throne  up  to  heaven.  But  now 
Hie  fell  like  lightning  from  heaven,  and  was  confined  to  the  earth, 
Hii  kingdom  was  confined  to  the  meaner  and  more  barbarous  na¬ 
tions,  or  to  the  lower  parts  of  the  world  of  mankind.  This  is  the 
event  foretold,  Rev.  xii.  9.  fee,  "  And  the  great  dragon  wa® 
ft  caft  out/  that  old  ferpent,  called  the  devil  and  Satac5  which  de« 
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c«mh  the  whole  world  :  he  was  caft  out  into  the  earth,  and  hi* 
angels  were  ca-.t  our  with  him.”  &e.  S«a„  Cfcrif:  and 

promifed  to  g.ve  him  the  glory  of  the  kingdoms  of  the  world  , 
but  now  he  ts  obliged  to  give  it  to  him  even  againft  his  will  T?-j 
was  a  glorious  fulfilment  of  that  promife  which  God  made  to  his 
bon,  that  we  have  an  account  of  in  If.  liii.  i2.  “  Therefore  w-M 
I  divide  him  a  portion  with  the  great,  and  he  Dial!  divide  the  fpoil 
With  the  ftrang  ;  becaufc  he  hath  poured  out  his  foul  unto  death  * 
and  he  was  numbered  with  the  tranfgrefiors,  and  he  bare  the  fin  cf 
many,  and  made  tnterceffion  for  the  tranfgreflhrs.”  This  was  a 
great  fulfilment  of  the  prophecies  of  the  Old  Tcftament  concerning 
the  glorious  time  of  the  gofpel,  and  particularly  of  the  prophecies 
Oi  Dame?..  How  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  come  in  a  glorious  de¬ 
gree.  It  plea  fed  the  Lord  God  of  heaven  to  fet  up  a  kingdom  on 
the  ruins  of  Satan's  kingdom.  And  fuck  fuccefs  is  there  of  the 
pitrefesfe  ofChrift’s  redemption,  and  fuch  honour  does  the  Father 


put  upon  Chrift  for  the  difgrace  he  fuffered,  when  on  earth.  And 
now  fee  to  what  a  height  that  glorious  building  is  credcd,  which 
had  been  building  ever  fince  the  Fall. 

f  e  r  e  n  c  E.-From  what  ha3  been  faid  of  the  fuccefs  of  the  gofpel 
froffiGhrift’s  afeenfion  to  the  time  of  Conftantlne,  we  may  deduce  a 
ftrong  argument  of  the  trueChrifiian  religion,  and  that  the  go.fpel  of 
JefdsChrill  is  really  from  God.  This  wonderful  fuccefs  of  it  which 
h'as  been  fpoken  of,  and  the  clrcumftance*  of  it  which  have  been 
mentioned,  are  a  ftrong  argument  of  it  federal  ways. 

i.  We  may  gather  from  what  has  been  faid,  that  it  is  the  gof- 
pd,  and  that  only,  which  has  actually  been  the  means  of  bring¬ 
ing  the  world  to  the  knowledge  of  the  true  God.  That  thofe  are  : 
rib  gods  whom  the  Heathen  worshipped,  and  that  there  is  but  one 
only  God,  is  what,  now  fince  the  gofpel  has  fo  taught  us,  we  can  . 
fee  to  be  truth  by  our  own  reafon  :  it  is  plainly  agreeable  to  the  - 
light  of  nature  :  it  can  be  eaJily  (hewn  by  reafon  to  be  demonftra- 
bly  true.  The  very  Drifts  themfelyes  acknowledge,  that  it  can  be 
demon  Crated,  that  there  h  cos  God,  and  but  one,  who  has  made 
and  governs  the  world.  But  now  it  is  evident  that  it  is  the  gofpel, 
and  that  only,  which  has  actually  been  the  means  of  bringing  men 
Jo  the  knowledge  of  this  truth  :  it  was  not  the  inftru&ions  of  . 
phifofbpfeers.  They  tried  in  vain  :  t£  The  world  by  wifdom 
knew  not  God. Till  the  golpcl  and  the  holy  feriptures  came  a- 
brosd  in  the  world,  all  the  world  lay  in  ignorance  of  the  true  God 
and  in  the  greateft  darknefs  with  refpeft  to  the  things  of  religion, 
embracing  the  abfurdeft  opinions  and  pradices,  which  all  civilized 
satiens  now  acknowledge  to  be  child  ilh  fooleries.  And  fo  they  lay 
one  sg€  after  another,  and  nothing  proved  effedual  to  enlighten  . 
them*  The  light  of  aa&ure*  and  their  own  rcafon,  and  all  the  wif- 
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dom  of  learned  men,  fignified  nothing  till  the  feriptures  came. 
But  vrhen  thefe  came  abroad,  they  were  fuccefsful  to  bring  the 
world  to  an  acknowledgement  of  the  one  only  true  God,  and  to 
worfbip  and  fervehim. 

Hence  it  is  that  all  that  part  of  the  world  which  now  does  own  one 
odIv  true  God,  Chriftiansjews,  Mahometans,  and  evsnDciftstoo^ 
originally  came  by  the  knowledge  of  him.  It  is  owing  to  this  that 
they  are  not  in  general  at  this  day  left  in  Heatkenifh  darknefs* 
They  have  it  all,  firftof  all,  either  immediately  from  the  feriptmes 
or  by  tradition  from  theii  fathers,  who  had  it  firft  from  the  ferip¬ 
tures.  And  doubtkfs  thofe  who  now  defpife  the.  feriptures,  and 
boaft  of  the  ftrength  of  their  own  reafon,  as  being  fufficient  to 
lead  into  the  knowledge  of  the  one  true  God,  if  the  gofpel  had  ne¬ 
ver  come  a  broad  in  the  world  to  enlighten  their  forefathers,  would 
have  been  as  fottifh  and  brutidi  idolaters  as  the  world  in  general 
was  before  the  gofpel  came  abroad.  The  Mahometans,  who  own 
tut  one  true  God,  at  fir  ft  borrowed  the  notion  from  the  feriptures  2 
for  the  firft  Mahometans  had  been  educated  in  theChriftian  religion, 
and  apoftatized  from  it;  This  is  evidential,  that  the  feriptures 
were  deligned  of  God  to  be  the  proper  means  to  bring  the  world  to 
the  knowledge  of  himfclf,  rather  than  human  reafon,  or  any  thing 
cife.  For  it  is  onrcafonable  to  fuppofe,  that  the  gofpel,  and  that 
only,  which  God  never  defigned  as  the  proper  means  for  obtaining 
thisefFetf,  fhould  actually  obtain  it,  and  that  after  human  reafon, 
which  he  deiigned  as  the  proper  mean,  had  been  tried  for  a  grea* 
many  ages  without  any  tffed.  If  the  feriptures  be  not  the  word 
cf  God,  then  they  arc  nothing  but  darknefs  and  deiufbn,  yea  the 
greateft  dclulion  that  ever  was.  Now,  is  it  reafoaablc  to  £oppofes 
that  God  in  his  providence  would  make  ufe  of  faifekcod  and  ddu- 
fion,  and\that  only,  to  bring  the  world  to  the  knowledge  ofbim- 
felf,  and  that  no  part  of  it  fhoukl  be  brought  to  the  knowledge  of 
him  any  other  way  ? 

2*  The  gofpei’s  prevailing  as  it  did  againft  fuch  powerful  oppo¬ 
sition,  plainly  (hows  the  hand  of  God.  TheRotnso  government,  ihaj 
did  fo  violently  fet  itfelf  to  hinder  the  fqccefs  of  the  gofpel,  and 
to  fubduethe  church  ofCbrift,  was  the  moft  powerful  human  govern¬ 
ment  that  ever  was  in  the  world  :  and  not  only  fo,  but  they  fee  med 
as  it  were  to  have  the  church  in  their  hand*.  The  Chriltians  were 
moftly  their  fubje&s,  under  their  command, and  never  took  up  arms 
to  defend  themfelves:  they  did  not  gather  together, and  ftend  in  their 
own  defence  ;  they  armed  themfelves  with  nothing  but  patience,, 
and  fuch  like  fpiritusl  weapons  :  and  yet  this  mighty  power  could 
not  conquer  them  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  Christianity  conquered 
them.  The  Roman  empire  had  fubdued  the  world  ;  they  bad  fub¬ 
dued  many  mighty  and  potent  kingdoms :  they  fubdued  the  Grecian 
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rf)  on  arc  y,  when  they  were  not  *heir  futjcfh,  and  made  ihe  utaaoft 

k»i  ance  .  and  yet  they  could  not  conquer  the  church  which  wat  in 

•f*tt  but>  «b=  contrary,  were  fubdued,  and  finally 

triumphed  over  bv  the  church. 

3*  ^  No  other  fufficient  caufe  can  poflibly  be  afligned  of  this  pro¬ 
pagation  of  ihe  gofpel,  but  only  God's  owe  power.  Nothing  elf* 
Can  be  dev i  fed  as  ihe  r^afonof  it  but  this.  Their  was  certainly  fomd 
reafon  Here  was  a  great  and  wonderful  efFell,thc  naeft  remarkable 
change  thst  ever  was  in  the  lace  of  ihe  world  of  mankind  fince  the 
flood;  and  tnis  effect  was  not  without  fomc  caufe.  Now,  wha2 
Other  caufe  can  be  deviied  but  only  the  divine  power  f  It  was  not 
the  outward  ftreogth  of  the  jnftruments  which  were  employed  in  if. 
At  firft,  the  gofpcl  was  preached  only  by  a  few  bfhermcn,  who  were 
#ithout  power  and  worldly  inter  eft  to  ftpport  them,  it  was  not 
their  craft  and  policy  that  produced  this  wonderful  effect  ;  for  they 
were  poor  illiterate  men.  it  was  not  the  agreeabknefs  of  the  ftory 
they  had  to  tell  to  the  notions  and  principles  of  mankind.  This 
^as  no  plea  fan  t  fable  :  A  crucified  God  and  Saviour  was  to  the 
Jews  a  ftmnbling-  block,  and  *o  the  Greeks  fodlfhacft,  '  It  was  not 
the  sgreeabienefs  of  their 'do&rities  to  the  difpofitions  pf  men  :  fot 
ftofting  is  tacre  contrary  to  the  corruptions  of  men  than  the  pure 
doctrines  of  the  gofpel.  This  effstft  therefor*  can  have  proceeded 
from  no  other  caufe  than  the  power  and  agency  of  God  :  and  if  the 
power  of  God  was  what  was  exercifed  to  caufe  the  gofpel  to  pre* 
vail,  then  the  gofpel  is  his  word  ;  for  furcly  God  does  not  ufe  his 
almighty  power  to  promote  a  mere  impofture  and  delufion# 

4*  This  fuccefs  is  agreeable  to  what  Ghrift  and  his  apoftles  fore¬ 
told. — - - Mauh.  xvr.  iB-  ts  Upon  this  rock  will  I  build  my 

church  :  and  the  gates  of  hell  (hall  not  prevail  zgainft  it/*  John 
24,  t(  Verily  verily  I  fay  unto  you.  Except  a  corn  of  wheat 
fall  into  the  ground  and  die,  it  ahideth  alone  :  but  if  it  die,  it  bring- 
cih  forth  much  fruit.*'  And  verf,  31.  32,  “  Now  is  the  judge¬ 
ment  of  this  world  :  now  '(hall  the  prince  of  this  world  be  saft  out* 
And  I/if  1  be  lifted  up  from  the  earth,  will  draw  all  men  unto 
oie.M  John  xvi.  8. <#  When  he  (the  comforter)  is  come,  he  will 
reprove  the  world  of  fin,  of  righteoufnefs,  and  of  judgement,— bc~ 
caufe  the  prince  of  this  world  is  judged.**  '  ' 

So  the  Apoftle  Paul,  in  1  Cor.  chap.  i.  21*— 28.  declarer,how 
that  after  the  world  by  wifdom  knew  not  God,  it  pleafed  God  by 
the  fooliftmefs  of  preaching,  to  f&ve  them  that  believe  ;  and  that 
God  chofe  the  fooliOa  things  of  the  world,  to  confound  the  wife  ; 
and  weak  things  of  the  world,  to  confound  the  things  which  are 
mighty:  and  bafe  things  of  the  world,  and  things  which  are  de- 
fpifed,  yea  and  things  which  are  not,  to  bring  to  nought  things 
(ihat  *re«— -*If  any  maa  foretells  a  thing,  very  likely  in  itfclf  to 
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*>mc  to  pafi,  from  caufcs  which  can  be  foremen,  n  n  no  great  ar- 
gumentof  a  revelation  from  God  :  but  wb<n  a  thing  u  foretold 
which  is  very  it  tty  ever  to  come  to  pafs,  -  entirely  contrary 

,o  the  common  epu,  .cot  things,  and  ,et  It  does  corn*  .*PP-&j«J 
sgreeaoie  to  tnc  prea.c,  ou,  this  is  a  itrong  argument  that  die 

p  rim.  the  cot, floe,  a  >  n  of  the  manner  o I  the  ptopagatson  ano 
fucceis  of  the  gefpe.  wiit  the  time  which  has  been  poken  of. 
afford,  cteat  ev.der.ee  that  the  fcrrp.ute.  ate  the  word  of  God. 

■-1  in.  1  im  to  mow  now  the  fuccef.  of  Chrift  .  redemption  SB 
carried  on  from  the  umc  of  the  overthrow  of  the .  Heath en  Roman 
empire  in  tre  time  of  Conftanttne  the  Great,  til.  the  fail  of  Antt- 
chrilt,  and  the  t:  eh  ruff  ion  of  Satan’.  vifible  kingdom  on  the  earth, 
which  h  the  third  great  dtlpenfation  which  w  m  fenptute  comper. 
ed  to  Chrift'*  coming  to' judgement.  Th*»  t»  a  P«»od  w  er.to 
many  great  and  wonderful  things  are  brought  to  pafi.  Herein  8 

contained  a  long  fcr.e.  of  wonders  of  divine 

the  ehriftian  church.  The  greater  part  of  the  book  of  R.vel.Uon 

it  tsken  «p  in  foretelling  the  events  of  this  period. 

The  fueeefs  of  Chtift’.  purchafe  of  teoemptum  tn  this  period. 

.  i  rlnff*  rtf  it  when  Antichrift  comes  to  fall# 

whim  them  will  be  a  far  mote  gloriou.  fuocef.  of  the  gofpel  than 
ever  was  before  :  and  that  long  feries  of  event,  whieb  are  baforc, 

feem  to  be  only  to  prepare  the  way  for  it.  ln  f*d.sr  3  ®°*? 
clear  view  of  the  great  wotk.  of  God  in  accompltfiiing  the  fuccef# 
of  Chrift’a  redemption,  and  our  feeing  the  glory  of  them,  tt  will 
be  neceffary,  as  we  have  done  in  the  foregoing  period.,  to  confides 
not  only  the  fuccef.  itfelf,  but  the  oppofuion  made  to  it,  and  the 
great  works  of  Satan  in  this  period  againft  the  church  and  kingdom 
of  Chrift  :  and  therefore,  in  taking  a  view  of  this  period,  1  would 
take  notice  of  event.  Which  may  be  referred  to  either  pf  thefe  head.,, 
vi/  either  to  tbs  head  of  Satan’s  oppofuion  to  the  Tucctf*  of  Gftraft  a 
redemption,  of  to  the  head  of  fuccef.  of  Chrift’.  redemption  :  and 
for  the  more  orderly  confederation  of  the  events  of  this  period,  1 
would  divide  it  into  thefe  four  parts :  the  firft  reaching  from  the 
deftruaion  of  the  Heathen  empire  to  the  rife  of  Antichrift  ;  the 
fecond,  from  the  rife  of  Antichrift  to  the  reformation  in  Luther’s 
time  ;  the  third,  from  thence  to  the  prefent  time ;  the  fourth,  from 
the  piefent  time,  till  Antichtift  it  fallen,  aDd  Jatan’.  vifible  king* 
dom  on  earth  i.  deftroyed. 

ij}t  I  would  confidcr  the  event*  of  the  firft  part  of  this  period0 
reaching  from  the  deftrudtion  of  the  Heathen  empire  to  the  tlic  of 
Antichrift,  Here,  firft ,  I  would  take  notice  of  the  oppofitfom 
Satan  made  in  this  fpacc  of  time  to  the  church  *  and,  fecondly „ 
the  fueccfi  that  the  gofpel  had  in  lU 
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heaven  to  the  earth  •  vrt  Hr**.  •  4  »  ifc  were,  from 

woman,  the  church  of  Chnft  ^  giVe.°W  bIs  °PP°faion  to  the 

bad  beta Bu h V tint  ’  Tg  Which  rtii  ‘h»  «»«* 

,  *  E“‘  Re  lk  iU!‘  in  a  rage,  and  renews  his  anemDia  anl 

has  recourfe  to  new  devices  apainft  the  church  TH*  *  P  ’  , 
lie  rti  *  t>nurcn.  Iceferpent,  after 

ti-  i.  cait  out  or  heaven  so  the  earth  r~/i-  _  /  i*  , 

a  flood,  to  caufc  the  woman  to  be  carried  away  ofthTfloc  d^' The 

JffiJS  ‘  w  *  b£  ”adt  »  n  <*-*  Of  Cbrift  before  the  rife  o 
.  f '  wa,  principally  of  two  for.,,  it  was  either  Lv  cor- 

«o  reftore  ftganifm.  **’  °rb*  °CW  endeaTOU» 

(i)  I  vrauld  obierve,  that  after  the  deflruftien  of  the  Heathen 
Roman  ewptre  Satan  infefled  the  church  with  berefies.  Though 

from  he  m"  ?  BbriT  3  W°,k  cfG°  !  in  Slivering  the  churfh 
from  her  Heathen  perfeemors,  and  overthrowing  the  Heathen 

empire  ;  yet  the  days  of  the  church’s  travail  not  bt.ng  ended,  and 

i,'t  r  °J  tV»^tity  n0t  bdng  ,Ct  COme--  a!  bei,)g  what 

■  .  *  ^v."cd  the  faii  of  Antichrift,  therefore  the  peace  and  prof- 

pertty  which  the  church  enjoyed  inConflantine’s  time,  was  but  very 
feon  :  a  was  a  refpite,  which  gave  she  church  a  time  of  peace 
^nd  fllence,  as  it  were,  for  half  an  hour,  wherein  the  four  angels 
.held  t„e  four,  winds  from  blowing,  till  the  fervanu  of  God  Ibould  be 
f«aled  in  their  foreheads.  But  the  church  foon  began  to  be  greatly 
infefled  with  herefies ;  the  two  principal,  and  thole  which  did  moft 
infcPi  hie  church,  were  she  Arzan  and  Pelagian  herePes, 

The  Arians  began  foon  after  Conftamine  came  to  the  throne 
They  denied  the  dodfrine  o!  the  Trinity,  and  the  divinity  of  Chriif 
and  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  maintained, that  they  were  but  mere  crea* 
gyre?.^  Tnis  herefy  increafed  more  and  more  in  the  church,  and 
prevailed  like  a  flood,  which  threatened  to  overflow  all,  and  en¬ 
tirely  to  carry  away  the  church,  infomuek  that  before  that  age  was 
out,  that  h ,  before  the  fourth  century  after  Chi  iff  was  finiihed, 
the  greater  part  of  the  ChrifUan  church  were  become  Arians,  There 
were  feme  emperors,  the  fucccfTors  of  Conliantinc,  who  were 
Arians ;  fo  that  the  Arians  being  the  prevailing  party,  and  having 
£hs  civil  authority  on  thtir  fide,  did  raife  a  great  perfecution  a- 
gainfl  the  true  church  of  Chrift  ;  fo  that  this  herefy  might  well  be 
compared  to  a  flood  out  of  the  mouth  of  the  ferpent,  which  threat¬ 
ened  to  overthrow  all,  and  epuite  carry  away  the  woman. 

The  Pelagian  herefy  arofe  in  the  beginning  of  the  next  certury. 

It  brgsa  by  one  Pdagiut,  who  was  bora  in  Britain  :  his  British 
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cause  was  Morgan,  He  denied  orginal  fin,  and  tbs  influence  of 
the  Spirit  of  God  m  converhon,  and  held  the  power  of  free  will* 
snd  many  other  thing’  of  likcte  dency  ;  and  this  herefy  did  for 
a  *hile  gicatl^  infeft  the  church.  Peb  glut's  principal  antagonift, 
who  wrote  in  defence  of  the  orthodox  faith,  was  St  Auguftin* 

(2)  The  other  kind  ot  eppefition  which  Satan  made  againft 
the  church,  was  in  his  endeavours  to  t  eft  ore  F^ganifoi.  His  firfk 
attempt  was  to  rcftorc  it  in  the  Roman  empire,  was  by  Julian  the 
spoftate.  Julian  was  nephew  to  Conhantine  the  Great*  /When 
ConfUntine  died,  he  left  his  empire  to  his  three  ions ;  and  when 
they  were  dead,  Julian  the  apod  ate  reigned  in  their  Head.  He  had 
been  a  profeffed  Chriftsan  ;  but  he  fell  fromChriftanity ,  and  turn¬ 
ed  Pagan  ;  and  therefore  he  is  called  the  apojiate .  When  he 
came  to  the  throne,  he  ufed  his  utmoft  endeavours  to  overthrow  the 
Chriftun  church,  and  fet  up  Prganifm  again  in  the  empire.  He 
put  down  the  Chriftian  magiftrates,  and  fet  up  Heathens  in  their 
room  :  he  rebuilt  the  Heathen  temples, and  fet  up  the  Heathen  wor¬ 
ship  in  the  empire,  and  become  a  mod:  notorious  perfccutor  of  the 
Chriftians,  and,  as  is  thought,  againft  his  own  light  :  he  ufed  to 
eaii  Chrift,  by  way  of  reproach,  the  Galilean ,  He  was  killed  with 
a  lance  in  bis  wars  with  the  Perftans.  When  he  faw^hat  he  wa# 
mortally  wounded,  he  took  a  handful  of  his  blood,  and  threw  it  up 
towards  heaven,  crying  out.  Thou  haft  overcome,  O  Galilean# 
He  is  commonly  thought  by  divines  to  have  committed  the  unpar¬ 
donable  iin. 

Another  way  that  Satan  attempted  to  reftore  Paganifm  in  the 
Roman  empire,  was  by  the  invajiont  and  conqucfls  of  Heathen  nati~ 
on;.  For  in  this  fpace  of  time  that  we  are  upon,  the  Goths  and 
Vandals,  and  other  Heathen  barbarous  nations,  that  dwelt  in  the 
north  of  the  Roman  empire,  invaded  the  empire,  and  obtained 
great  conqucfi,  and  even  over  ran  the  empire,  and  in  the  fifth  cen¬ 
tury  took  the  city  of  Rome,  and  finally  fubdued  and  conquered, 
and  took  poftcflion  of  the  Weftern  empire,  as  it  was  called,  or  the 
weftern  half  of  the  empire,  and  divided  it  amongft  them  ;  divided 
it  into  ten  kingdoms,  with  which  began  the  ten  horns  of  the  beaft; 
for  we  are  told,  that  the  ten  horns  are  ten  kings,  who  fbould  rife  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  Roman  empire  :  theft  arc  alfo  reprefented  by 
the  ten  toes  of  Nebuchadnezzar’s  image.  The  invafion  and  con« 
quefts  of  thefe  Heathen  nations  are  fuppofed  to  be  foretold  in  the 
8th  chapter  of  Revelation,  in  what  came  to  pafs  under  the  founding 
of  the  four  firft  trumpets.  Novrthefe  nations,  who  now  tookpof- 
feflion  of  the  Weftern  empire,  were  Heathens  ;  fo  that  by  their 
means  Htathenifm  was  again  for  a  while  reftored  after  it  had  been 
rooted  out, 
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So  raucli  for  iht  oppofulon  of  Satan  again  ft  the  fuceefc  of  the 
dUtIng  itU  f?aiC  bd0re  ttlS  rifc  of  Antichrift.  I  pro- 

2  ,To  ^  what  fuclef'  »fc«e  was  of  the  gofpel  in  this  fpace. 
asctmthftsnding  this  opposition. 

(I)  ,1  would  obfttve,  that  the  oppofition  of  Satan  in  thofe  things 
bsifficd.  Tfcongh  tbfi  dragon  Cart  out  of  his  mouth  fuch  a  flood 
after  the  woman  to  carry  her  away,  yit  he  Could  not  obtain  hit  de- 
%n  ;  but  the  earth  helped  the  woman,  and  opened  her  mouth;  and 
i  w  allowed  iip  the  flood  which  the  dragon  caft  out  of  hi*  mouth. 
Tbcic  hcrefies,  which  for  a  while  fomuch  prevailed,  yet  after  a 
1?hile  dwindled  away,  and  orthodoxy  was  again  r eftored  :  and  hi* 
attempt  by  Julian  was  baffled  at  his  death* 

(t)  The  gofpel,  during  this  fp  ace  of  time,  ^as  further  propa- 
^<rted  among  A  many  barbarous  Heathen  nations  in  the  confines  of 
the  Roman  empire.  In  the  time  of  Conftantine  there  wa*  a  con¬ 
siderable  propagation  of  the  gofpel  ia  the  Eaft* Indies,  chiefly  by 
she  min iftry  of  one  Frumenties,  GrCat  numbers  of  ?hs  Iberian* 
an  Heathen  people,  w'tre  converted  to  Chriftianity  by  a  Chrirtiaa 
^*foman  of  eminent  piety.  Whom  they  had  taken  captive.  Some 
account  is  given  of  feveral  other  barbarous  nations  who  were  nor 
within  the  Roman  empire,  that  great  number*  of  them  were  bro'j 
to  receive  the  gofpel  by  the  teaching  and  example  of  captives  whom 
ghey  had  taken  in  war*  After  this',  about  the  year  of  Ghrift  372* 
she  gofpel  was  propagated  among  the  barbarous  people  that  dwell? 
In  Arabia  ;  as  it  was  alfo  among  fonfre  of  the  northern  nation*  *t 
particularly  a  prince  of  the  Country  of  the  Goth*  about  this  time 
become  Chfiftian,  and  3  great  number  of  his  people  with  him. 
Toward*  the  latter  end  of  this  century,  the  gofprl  was  alfo  further 
propagated  among  the  Pcrfians,  and  alfo  the  Scythians,  a  barbarous 
people,  that  the  aportle  mention*  in  Col.  Iii.  11.  **  BarbamnV 
Scythian,  bond  nor  free. " 

1  After  this,  about  the  year  430,  there  was  a  remarkable  conver¬ 
sion  of  a  Heathen  people,  called  the  Burgundians ,  to  the  ChriRtan 
faith.  About  the  fame  time,  in  this  age,  the  gofpel  began  to  be 
propagated  in  Ireland  j  and  the  Info,  who  til!  now  had  been  Hea¬ 
ven,  began  to  receive  the  Chriftian  faith.  About  the  fame  tioig 
It  was  further  propagated  among  fome  barbarous  people  in  Sect- 
land,  and  alfo  in  feme  other  places.  In  the  next  century  tothis^ 
one  Z aihus,  a  Heathen  king,  who  ruled  over  a  people  caned  tkj 
Colthians,  was  brought  to  renounce  his  Keatbenifm,  and  to  em¬ 
brace  the  Chriftian  religion-  Several  other  barbarous  nation*  arc 
recorded  to  have  renounced  Heathenifm  and  embraced  ChriHaanity 
ftfeut  thi*  tiviZg  that  I  cannot  Hand  to  mention ? 
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Thui  i  have  briefly  confidered  the  principal event,  of  providence 
which  concern  the  ftcc-f,  of  the  gofpet  of  Chfiii  ftooa  Conftununir 

to  the  rife  of  Antichi  ift.  f 

zdly,  I  come  now  to  the  fccond  part  of  the  lime  from  Cor,  ft  an - 
iln'c  to  the  dcftrudftioo  of  Antichrifbviz.  th*t  which  reaches  from  the 
fife  of  A  tichnft  to  the  reformation  b>  Luihcr  and  others.  Thii 
is  the  darkeft  and  rnoft  difmai  day  that  ever  the  chriftian  church 
frw,  and  probably  the  darkeft  that  ever  it  will  fee.  The  time  of 
the  ebu  chT  aiiii&ion  and  perfection,  as  was  obferved  before,  is 
from  ChriftT  refurre&ion  till  the  dtfiruftion  of  Autichiith,  except¬ 
ing  what  the  day  is,  as  it  were,  fbostenedby  fame  in  ter  million*  ami 
times  of  hefpite.whict  God  gives  for  the  elc&'a  bke.  But  this  time, 
from  the  rife  of  Antichrift  till  the  Reformation,  was  a  fpacc  where, 
in  the  Chnftian  church  was  ih  *ts  greattft  depffl  of  deprefflon,  ansi 
its  dirkeft  time  of  all.  The  true  church  in  this  {pact  was  for  many 
hundred  years  in  a  ftateof  greu  cbfeurity,  like  the  woman  in  the 
wiidernefs  :  indeed  fke  was  almoft  hid  from  fight  and  obfervatioru 
In  f peaking  of  the  event!  of  this  fpacc  of  time,  I  would,  I .  Take 
notice  of  the  great  machinations  aad  works  of  the  devil  agalnft  she 
kingdom  of  Chrift  during  this  time  $  2  How  the  church  of  Chnft 
was  upheld  during  this  time. 

t.  I  would  t  ke  notice  of  tha  great  works  of  the  devil  again  A  the 
kingdom  of  Chrift  during  this  time.  Satan  bad  done  great  thingn 
agalnft  the  Chriftbn  church  before,  but  had  been  baffled  once  and 
again.  Michael  and  his  angels  had  obtained  a  glorious  victory* 
How  terrible  was  this  oppoiition  during  the  continuance  of  tbeHta- 
ihcn  empire  ;  and  how  glorious  was  Chrift**  vi&ory  and  triumph 
over  him  in  the  time  of  Corfflantioe  !  It  pleafed  God  ;tiow  to  pre® 
pare  the  way  for  a  yet  mor*  glorious  victory  over  him,  to  fuffer 
fcim  to  renew  bit  ftrength,  and  to  do  the  utmoft  that  his  power  and 
fubtilty  can  help  him  to  ;  and  therefore  he  fufflers  him  to  have  a 
long  time  toby  his  fchemes,  and  to  eftablifh  hbintercft,  and  make 
his  matters  ftrong;  and  fufters  him  to  carry  his  defigns  a  great  length 
indeed  almoft  to  the  (wallowing  up  of  hischti’ch  ;  and  to  txcer® 
cifeahigh,  and  proud,  and  almoft  uncontrouled  dominion, 
the  world,  a  long  time  before  Chrift  finally  conquers,  and  fubefues, 
and  utterly  ruins  his  v’fible  kingdom  on  earth,  a*  he  will  do  in  $h§, 
time  of  the  deftrudton  of  Antichrift  :  thus  glorioufly  iritisnphing 
over  him,  after  has  done  the  utmoft  that  his  power  and  fabnlty 
can  extend  to,  &nd  fhowirg  that  he  is  above  him,  after  he  has  deal! 
moft  proudly,  and  lifted  bimfelf  higheft  of  all. 

The  two  great  work*  of  the  devil  which  he  in  this  fpace  of  time 
wrought  again  ft  the  kingdom  of  Chrift,  are  bis  etching  his  Anti- 
chriftian  and  Mahometan  kingdoms,  which  have  been,  and  ft  hi 
are,  two  kingdoms  of  great  extent  and  ftrength,  both  together  (wal¬ 
lowing  up  the  aaoicoi  Rono^n  empire  j  the  kingdem  of  Antichiii) 
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fallowing  up  the  Webern  empire,  and  Satan’s  Mahometan  king 
dom  the  Eattern  empire.  As  she  fedptures  in  the  book  of  Revel 
lesions  pep? efented  is,  st  in  ?hc  defiruiflioo  of  thefe  that  the  giorE 
ous  via  of  y  of  C-hnfi,  at  the  introduction  of  the  glot  icus  times  of 
the  cbuicb,  will  mainly  eonfift.  Here  let  u%  br jc|y  obferve  how 
Satan  ere&s  and  maintains  tbefe  two  great  kingdom*  of  his  in  op- 
pofrtion  to  the  kingdom  d£  Chr iff, 

(i)  With  refpedl  to  the  kingdom  cf  Antichrift.  This  fctms& 
to  be  the  matter  piece  of  ail  the  contrivances  of  the  devil  agamft  the 
kingdom  of  Chrift,  and  Is  evldepily  fo  fpoken  of  in  fcrlpture,  and 
therefore  Antichrift  is  she  njaa  pf  ho,  or  that  man  of  hn,  2  Th^f.  ii, 

3.  He  is  fo  called  emphatically*  as  though  he  was  fo  eminently* 

So  he  is  caked  Antichrifi ,  which  Sgnifies  she  opponent  or  adverfary 
K  o£  Chritt.  Not  that  he  Is  the  only  opponent  of  Chrlft  ;  there  were 
many  others  bettdes  him.  The  A  pottle  John  observes,  that  in  his 
da) 3  there  were  many  Anticbrifts,  But  yet  this  is  called  the  Anti - 
thrift ,  &s  though  there  were  none  but  he,  becaufe  he  was  fo  cmi. 
rsendy,  and  above  all  others.  §0  ?,hb  contrivance  of  the  devil,  is 
called  the  myftsry  of  iniquity ,  2  Thcf.  If  *  7*  We  find  no  enemy  of 
Chrift  one  bait  fo  much  fpoken  of  in  the  prophecies  of  Revelation 
as  this  ;  and  the  dettrudlion  of  no  enemy  is  fpoken  of  as  fo  glorloua 
and  happy  lor  the  church-  The  .craft  aud  fubtihy  of  the  devil,  a., 
bove  all  appears  in  this  work  of  his  ;  as  might  be  fhown,were  it  not 
that  is  would  con  fume  too  iauch  ~  <rr. 

This  h  a  contrivance  of  the  devil  to  turn  the  miasftry  of  theChrif- 
lian  church  into  a  minittry  of  the  devil,  and  to  turn  thefe  angels  of 
the  churches  into  fallen  angels,  and  fo  into  devils*  In  the- tyranny 
and  fuprrflitioo,  and  idolatry,  and  perfecution,  which  he  fets  up# 
he  contrives  to  make-  an  image  of  ancient  Paganifm,  and  more  than 
to  reftore  what  was  loft  in  the  empire  by  the  overthrow  of  Pagan* 
ifrn  in  the  time  of  Conftantine  :  fo  that  by  thefe.  means  the  head 
of  the  beaft,  which  was  wounded  unto  death  in  Con#  an  tine,  hai  his 
deadly  wound  healed  in  Antich?ift,  Rev.  sdii  3.  The  dragon,  th&t 
formerly  reigned  in  the  Heathen  Roman  empire,  being  caft  out 
thence,  after  the  beaft  with  feven  heads  and  teu  horns  rifes  up  out 
of  the  fea,  g-ves  him  his  power,  and  feat,  and  great  authority  ;  and 
ail  the  world  wonders  after  the  beatt. 

(  i 

I  am  far  from  pretending  to  determine  the  time  when  the  reign 
of  Antichn$:  began,  which  is  a  point  that  has  been  fo  much  con¬ 
troverted  among  divines  and  exporters.  It  is  certain  that  the  1260 
days,  or  years,  which  are  fo  often  in  feripture  mentioned  as  the 
time  of  the  continuance  of  Antichrift’s  reign,  did  not  commence 
before  the  year  of  Chrift  479;  becaufe  if  they  did,  they  would  have 
ended,  and  Antidmft  would  have  fallen  before  now.  But  I  &ail 

not  pretend  to  determine  preelfdy  how  long  it  was  after  this  that 

that 
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.  The  life  of  Antiebrift  was  gradual.  TheCfcrif- 

thal  period  began-  */-«"«  ..  refemiy  after  Confian- 

tian  church  corrupted  in  m  )  ,  J  ^tjous  in  in  wor  (hip, (by 

tine’s  lime,  growing  more  and  more Tup  J  God.tiU 

degrees  bringing  in  many  ceremon.es  f°toc™  f  t  in 

their  phurchcs,  and  the  clergy  g  V  ‘  toPfcimfelf.  In  the 
of  Rome,  a  (Turned  more  and  »»«  >  congregation  ;  then  a 

primitive  times  he  was  on  y  *  tbe0  adiocefan  bilhop  ;  then  a 

ftaadine  moderator  o*  a  prelate  y  ,  hr  was  a 

metropolitan,  which  eq  f  ivetfai  bilhop 

p«riarcb;  then  Rewards  he  <WdtUpo, 

over  the  whole  Chrtftun  ‘  _f!,riard,S  was  confirmed  in  it  by  the 
was  oppofed  for  a  while,  bu  ^  ^  6c6.  After  that  he  claim- 

edVlLPpow«  o!  thatTemponl  prince  ;  ”^“^1°© 
two  (words,  to  fignUyjhat  “^ilty,  till  at  length  he,  as 

thrift  would  have,  if  he  was  f  ‘J;  ufcd“to  be  called 

ca  .,  >  t  „o»  pri  to,  to  to  *«.*. 

ST  -» tit.  hit  to.  The  ™pe«-, 

luat,  that  kings  anoemp  Mf  hands>  and  princes  were 

were  wont  to. *«*«  <*}'  g*  of  the  Pope,  as  they  would  dread 
were  wont  to  dread  the  diipwaiurc  o*  tc  •  ■*  -  - 

a  thunderbolt  from  heaven  ;  for  if  the  Pope  wa«  pkaied  o  ,*c  ■  - 

munisate  a  prince, all  his  fubje£b  were  at  once  freed  .tom  ‘belr  Jt«* 

giar.ee  to  him  ;  yea,  and  obliged  net  to  own  him  any  mor.  on 

pain  of  excommunication  ;  and  not  only  fo,  but  any  man  *«fM 

.  km  him  where- ever  he  found  him.  And  fw*«r» 
believed  to  have  power  to  damn  men  at  p’esfure  ,  -c.  w.  octet  d  -  . 

under  his  excommunication.  Was  looked  upon  **  «««“*? 

And  feveral  emperors  were  aflualty  depofed,  «nd  ejsOed,  .n  i  ■- 
miferable  by  hi*  mean*  ;  and  if  the  people  of  any  ft ate  or  kn.gG  -01 
did  not  pleafe  him,  he  had  power  to  lay  that  ft  ate  or  kingdom  un  c. 
an  interdift,  which  was  a  fentenee  pronounced  by  the  Pope  agates 
that  ft  ate  or  kingdom,  whereby  ail  facred  admtmftrat.on.  among 
them,  could  have  no  validity.  There  could  be  no  valtd  bapttfms, 

or  facraments,  or  prayers,  or  presume,  {  ,  . 

terdia  was  taken  ofF;  fo  that  that  people  remained,  m  Ac.  «p- 

prehenfion,  in  a  miferable,  'damnable  ftate,  *nd  we-'  ’ 

it  as  they  would  a  ftorm  of  fire  and  btSbff one  from  heaven,  lam  - 
der  to  execute  his  wiath  on  a  prince  or  people  with  wooer  oe  .op 
was  difpleafed,  other  princes  tntift  alfebe  put  to  a  g«tt  <**  c. 

eublc  aadexperiee, 


fi 


3lS 


A  HISTORY  of 


and'c^fl  r  kP<!  S"d  h‘!  C,ergy  robbed  ,he  PeoP,e  their  eedeS  jftleal 

^  t  t;  r1"8  r  ,p^v'icgcs’ f°  tbcy  air°  «*■*»  °  2 

the  «oft  o? ;  !n  Chfjflendom  of  their  money,  and  ingroffcd 
nu„  .  ,  ,  he,r  tichei  into  that  own  Coffer  j,  by  their  vaf,  revc- 

Slon^Ty  P  And  indu!?eoee*-  Nptifm.  and  e*„eme 
,  2  del,V;:raknCC. 0Ut  of  Peatery,  and  an  hundred  other  things 
—See  ho  tv  wet!  this  agree,  with  the  propheciet,  *.  Thef  if  *  7 

Dan.  vit.  20  ,i,  R-v  xiii.  6.  7.  and  chap  xvii  3  V  3  4* 

prevailed  ^ThTi*1  f  aod  k™'™'  mo.etnd  more 

r?"f;  Th  h°  y  fcr,Ptures  fay  deg«*»  were  t.  ken  out  of  the 

d-IV*  °  f'T  thebtUcr  *°  promote  the  unfcriptual  and  wicked 

tl  '  JJ  ^  Snd  ,'he  c,er«V  :  *"d  of  promoting 

know, edge  among  the  people,, hey  indulWflv  promoted  ignorance! 

3  was  »  fcetred  m  «im  among  them,  That  ignorance  »  the  mother 
at  nevotton  :  and  fo  great  wa.  the  datkncf,  of  thofe  times,  that 
seaming  was  almoft  cxunrt  in  the  world,  The  very  priefl,  them* 
Jeive,  moft  Qf  them,  w?rc  barbaroufly  ignorant  ,i  ,b  any  com* 
tnend^bie  learning,  or  any  other  knowledge,  than  their  helhfl, 
craft  oppreflbg  and  tyrannizing  oyer  the  fouls  of  the  people! 
}ht  fuperftniQn  and  vncfedncfs  of  the  church  Rome,  kept  grow¬ 
ing  worfe  and  worfe  till  the  yery  time  of  the  Reformation  #  and 
*he  whole  ChriAian  world  were  led  away  into  this  great  deletion* 
excepting  the  remains  of  chcChtiftian  church  in  the  Eafttro  empire 
tnat  had  not  been  utterly  ovcrtfirpwq  by  the  Turks,  as  the  Greek 
church,  and  fame  others,  which  were  *ffo  funk  into  great'dtrjtneft 
snd  grofs  fuperitition,  excepting  alfo  thofe  few  that  were  the  peo- 
p^  ot  God,  who  are  reprefentea  by  the  woman  in  the  wildewch, 
and  God's  two  witneffes,  of  which  more  hereafter,  ' 

Thi>  is  one  of  thofe  two  great  kingdoms  which  the  devil  in  thh 
period  ereded  in  oppofition  tq  the  kingdom  of  Chrift,  and  wag 
she  greaseft  and  chief,  f  come  novv, 

(2)  Tofpcak  of  the  other,  the  feeond,  which  is  in  msny  refpeft* 
ike  unto  ir,  viz,  his  M  ihotnetan  kingdom,  which  is  another  great 
kingdom  of  mighty  power  and  vaft  extent,  ft t  up  by  Satan  againfe 
the  kingdom  of  Chrnf  :  he  ft t  this  up  in  the  Eaftern  empire,  at  he 
did  that  of  Antiehrift  in  the  Weftern. 

Mahomet  was  boro  in  the  year  of  Chrift  570 /in  Arabia.  When 
he  was  about  forty  years  of  age,  he  began  to  give  forth  that  be  was  ‘ 
the  great  prophet  of  God,  and  began  to  reach  his  new  invented 
religion,  of  which  he  was  to  be  worfhipped  as  the  head  next  under 
God.  He  pubMhed  his  Alcoran,  which  he  pretended  he  received 
from  the  angel  G  brie!  \  and  being  a  fubtle  crafty  man,  and  pof- 
feffed  of  confiier^ble  wealth,  ar  d  living  among  a  people  who  were 
very  ignorant,  and  greatly  divided  in  their  opinions  of  religious 
matters,  by  fubtiety,  and  fair  proatifes  of  s  feofual  paradif  .  he 

gained 
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rstned  a  number  to  be  his  follower.,  and  fet  up  for  their  prince, 
snd  propagated  his  religion  by  the  (word,  and  made  it  met !l0: 50U® 
of  paradif*  to  fight  for  him.  By  which  mean.  hi.  party  grew,  and 
*?ent  on  fighting  till  they  conquered  and  brought  ove<  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  countries ;  and  fo  his  party  gradually  grew  till  they  over¬ 
ran  a  great  part  of  the  wprU.  Fir*,  the  Saracens,  who  were  feme 
of  his  followers,  and  were  a  people  of  the  country  of  Ar^bia,where 
M  .hrmet  lived,  about  the  >ear  700.  began  dreadfully  to  waftc 
the  Roman  empire.  They  over  ran  a  great  many  countries  be¬ 
longing  to  the  empire,  and  continued  their  corqueft  for  a  long 
time.  Tnefc  are  fuppofed  to  be  meant  by  the  locufis  th^t  we  read 

of  in  the  9  h  chapter  of  Revelation,  r 

After  this  the  Turks,  who  were  originally  another  people, differ¬ 
ent  from  the  Saracen?,  but  were  followers  of  Mahomets  conquered 
all  the  Eiftern  empire.  They  began  their  empire  about  the  year 
of  Chrift  1296,  and  began  to  invade  Europe  about  1300,  and  took 
Conftantinopie,  and  fo  became  makers  of  all  the  Eaftcrn  empire 
in  the  year  1453,  which  is  near  three  hundred  years  ago.  Thus 
all  thofe  cities  and  countries  where  were  thefe  famous  churches  of 
old,  that  we  read  of  in  the  New  FefisraCTit.  as  Jerufalcm,  Antioch, 
Ephcfus,  Corinth,  &c.  now  all  became  fubjed  to  the  Turks.  And 
they  took  pofTeflion  of  Conflantinoplc,  whieh  was  named  alter 
Conftantine,  the  Great,  being  ispade  by  him  the  head  city  of  the 
Rotnaa  empire,  whereas  Rome  bad  been  till  then.  Thefe  are  fup¬ 
pofed  to  be  prophefied  of  by  the  horfemen  in  the  9th  chapter  of 
Revelation,  beginning  with  the  IJth  verfe,  The  Remains  of  the 
Chrifiians  that  are  in  thofe  paitsot  the  world,  who  are  moftly  of 
she  Greek  church,  are  in  miferabk  flsvery  under  thefe  Turks,  and 
treated  with  a  great  deal  of  barbarity  and  cruelty,  and  are  become 
pioftly  very  ignorant  and  fuperfiitioua. 

Thus  I  have  frown  what  great  works  of  Sitsn  were  wrought  dur* 
sag  this  fpace  of  time  in  oppofitioo  to  the  kingdom  of  Chrifc. 

2,  l  come  now  to  fbow  how  the  church  of  Cbrift  was  upheld 

through  thi?  dark  time.™— Here, 

(?)  It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  towards  the  former  part  of  this  fp ace 
cf  time,  fome  of  the  nations  of  Christendom  held  cut  a  long  time 
before  thev  complied  with  the  corruptions  and  ufurpationi  of  the 
church  of  Rome.  Though  all  the  world  wondered  after  the  bead, 
vet  all  nations  did  not  fall  in  at  once.  Minypf  the  principal 
corruptions  of  the  church  of  Rome  were  brought  in  with  a  great 
deal  of  ftruggle  and  opposition  ;  and  particularly,  when  the  Pops 
gave  out,  that  he  was  univerfal  bi&op,<||$3ny  churches  grestly  op. 
pofed  biro  in  it ;  and  it  was  a  long  time  before  they  would  yield 
to  his  exorbitant  claims.  And  fo,  when  the  worfhip  of  images 

ms  firft  brought  into  the  churches*  there  were  many  who  greatly 

eppofed 
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oppofed  it,  and  long  held  out  agamfHt.  And  fo  with  refpeft  to¬ 
other  corruptions  of  the  church  of- Rome.  Yhofe  people  that  dwelt 
nearer  the  city  of  Rome  complied  fqoncr,  but  feme  that  were 
more  remote,  were  a  long  time  before  they  could  be  induced  to 
put  their  necks  under  the  yoke  ;  and  particularly  crxkfujfjieal  hif- 


tory  gives  an  account,  that  it  was  fo  with 
in  England,  and  Scotland,  and  France, 


great  part  of  the  churches 
who  retained  the  ancient 


purity  of  d  j...rr  ine  &pd  woi lihip  much  longer  man  many  others* 
who  were  nearer  the  chief  fast  of  Atmchrift. 

(2)  **ery  3gs  of  this  dark  time,  there  appeared  particular 
per  ions  in  zib  parts  o  Chrr/iendooa,  who  bore  a  tcfhmony  againft 


the  corruptions  and  tyranny  of  the  church  of  Rome,  There  is  on* 


age  cf  Antichril,  even  in  the  darks  ft  times  o?  all,  but  eccleftaftieal 
ftiftomns  mention  great  many  by  name,  who  manifefkd  an  abhor¬ 
rence  of  ibe  Pope,  and  his  idolatrous  woiftip,  and  pleaded  for 
She  ancient  purity  of  doflriiie  and  worfaip.  God  wa«  pleafed  to 
maintain  an  'Uninterrupted  fufccefBon  of  wltnefe  through  the  whole 
aims,  in  Germany,  France,  Britain,  and  other  countries  ;  as 


hiftoriahs  demon  time,  and  mention  them  by  name,  and  give  an 

account  of  the  teffstnony  which  they  held.  Many  of  them  were 
private  peffdns,  and  many  of  them  mitilficrs,  md  fame  m a  gift  rates, 
and  perfons  of  great  diftin&ian.  And,  there  were  numbers  in  every 
age  who  were  perfected  and  put  to  death  for  this  teftiasony* 
(3)  Befidei?  thefe  particular  perfehs  difperfed  here  and  there, 
there  was  a  certain  people,  called  the  Waldtvfet,  who  lived  fepa- 
rate  from  all  the  reft  of  the  work!/  who  kept  themfelvcs  pure,  and 
conftantly  bore  a. 'teftimonv  again!  the  church  of  Rome  through  all 
this  dark-'  time.  The  place  where  they  dwelt  wag  the  Vaudois,  or 
the  five  valleys  of  Piedmont,  a  very  mountainous  county,  between 
Italy  and  France.  The  place  they  lived  was  compaifed  about 
with  rbofe  exceeding  high  mountains. called  the  Alps ,  which  were 
slmofi  impaf&ble.  The  pafaage  over  thefe  mountainous  defer ^ 
countries,  was  fo  difficult,  that  the  valleys  where  this  people  dwelt 
were  aim  oft  iaacoefubie.  There  this  people  lived  for  many  ages* 
S3-  it  were,  alone,  in  a  ft  ate  of  reparation  from  all  the  world,  hav¬ 
ing  very  little  to  do  with  any  other  people.  There  they  ferved 
God  kr the  ancient  purity  of  his  vrorfeip,  and  never  fubmiited  to 
the  church  of  Rome.  This  place  in  this  defert  mountainous  coun* 
try,  probably  was  the  place cfpeciaUy  meant  in  the  12th  chapter  of 
Revelation.  6th  verfe,  a?,  the  place  prepared  of  God  for  the  woman,, 
that  they  fhould  feed  (her  there  during  the  reign  of  Antichrift. 

Sards  of  the  Papifa  w^prs  thtmfdv-cs  own,  that  that  people  ne  • 
ver  fuboaittedto  tbs  church  of  Rome.  One  of  the  PopHh  writers? 
fpcaking  of  the  W&lden-fei,  fays,  The  herefy  of  the  Walden fes  i? 
the  oideft  berefy  in  the  world.  It  is  fuppofed  that  this  people  fail 
betook  thsmfelvcs  to  this  defert  fecret  place  among  the  mountains, 
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joH cfethcmfclvci  from  the  fewrity  of  the  Heathen  perfections 
which  were  bsforc-Gonftantinc  the  Great,  Thus  the  woman  (led 
iflto  the  wilder  nefs  from  the  face  oi  tbe  ferpent,  Rev.  xu.  6.  And 
fo  vtrf>  1 4-*  “  And  to  the  woman  were  given  two  wings  ot  a 

great  eagle,  that  ft*  might  fly  into  the  wikternefs,  into  her  piace  : 
where  (he  is  nourifhed  for  a  time,  and  times,  and  half  a  time,  from 
the  face  of  the  ftr^t ”  The  people  being  fettled  ^ere  their  p°r 
terity  continued  the^e  from  age  to  age  afterwards  :  and  being,  as 
h  wL,by  natural  walls,  as  well  as  by  God  s  grace,  feparated  from 
the  reft  of  the  world,  never  partook  of  the  overflowing  corruption^ 
Thefe  efpccUly  were  thofc  virgins  who  were  not  defiled  with 
the  reft  of  women, or  when  other  women  promoted  themfelve*  and 
were  defiled  ;  but  they  kept  ihemfclves  pure  for  Chnft  alone  : 
they  followed  the  Lamb,  their  fpiritua!  huibind,  whitherfoever  he 
went  :  they  follo  wed  him  into  this  hideous  wildernefs,Rev.  xjv.  4* 

* _ Their  doctrine  and  their  worftilp,  as  there  ftill  re“al°  fc 

counts  of  them,  appear  to  be  the  fame  with  the  Proteftant  marine 
and  woifhip  ;  and  by  th«  confeflion  of  Popiih  writers,  they  were  a 
people  remarkable  for  the  ftr i&nefs  of  their  lives,  for  charity  and 
other  Chriftian  virtues.  They  lived  in  external  poverty  in  this 
hideous  country  ;  but  they  chofe  this  rather  than  to  comply  with 

the  great  corruptions  of  the  reft  of  the  world. 

They  lived  in  fo  fecret  a  place,  it  was  a  long  time  before  they 
feem  to  have  been  much  taken  notice  of  by  the  Romanifls ;  but  at 
laft  falling  under  cbfeivation,  they  went  out  in  mighty  armies  a- 
gainft  them,  and  fell  upon  them  with  infatiable  cruelty,  barbarouf- 
ly  maflWing  and  putting  to  death,  men,  women,  and  children, 
with  all  imaginable  tortures  ;  and  fo  continued  persecuting  them 
with  but  little  intermiflion  fo?  fcveral  hundred  years  ;  by  which 
means  many  of  them  were  driven  out  of  their  old  habitations  in 
she  valleys  of  Piedmont,  and  fled  into  all  parts  of  Europe,  carrying 
with  them  their  do&rine,  to  which  many  were  brought  over.  So 
their  perfecutor*  could  not  by  all  their  cruelties  extirpate  the  church 
of  God  ;  fo  fulfilling  his  word,  “  that  the  gates  of  hell  (hould  not 
prevail  againft  it.” 

(4)  Towards  the  latter  part  of  this  dark  time,  fcveral  noted  di¬ 
vines  openly  appeared  to  defend  the  truth,  and  bear  teftimony  a- 
gainft  the  corruptions  of  the  church  of  Rome,  and  bad  many  fol  - 
lowers,  The  firft  and  principal  of  thefe  was  a  certain  Englifh  di¬ 
vine,  whofe  name  was  John  Wickliff ,  who  appeared  about  14® 
years  before  the  Reformation,  and  ftrenuoufly  oppofed  the  Popiih 
religion,  and  taught  the  fame  de&rine  that  the  Reformers  after¬ 
wards  did,  and  had  many  followers  in  England.  He  was  hotly 
perfecutcd  in  his  life-time,  yet  he  died  in  peace  ;  and  after  he  wa§ 
buried,  his  bones  were  dug  up  by  his  perfecutors,  and  burnt.  His 
followers  remained  in  confiderable  numbers  in  England  till  the  Re¬ 
formation 
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formation,  and  were  cruelly  perfected,  and  multitude's  put  to 
death  for  their  religion. 

Wick! iff  had  many  difciples  and  followers,  not  only  inEngland, 
but  in  other  parts  of  Europe,  whither  his  books  were  carried  j  and 
particularly  in  Bohemia,  among  whom  were  two  eminent  divines, 
the  name  of  one  was  JchnHuf,,  the  other’s  name  was  Jcrem,  a 
divine  belonging  to  P;agut,  the  chief  city  of  Bohemia,  ihefe 
ftrettuoufly  oppofed  the  church  of  Kome,  and  hao  many  who  ad. 
\  bered  to  them.  They  were  both  burnt  by  the  Papifts  far  theb  doc¬ 
trine  ;  and  their  followers  in  Bohemia  were  cruelly  perfecuted,  but 
nevet  extirpated  till  tee  Reformation^ 


Ihus  having  gone  through  this  dark  time  of  the  church,  which  is 
the  fecond  p*rt  of  the  fpice  from  ConfUniine  to  the  ddirudiion  of 
Antichrift,  I  come  now, 

idly.  To  the  third  part,  v?£.  that  which  begins  with  the  Refor¬ 
mation,  and  reaches  to  the  prefent  time.  And  here  i  would,  i. 
Spc^k  of  the  Reformation  itfclf ;  z,  The  opposition  which  the 
devil  has  made  to  the  Reformed  Church  ;  3  Wbat  fuccef*  there  has 
lately  been  of  the  gofpel  in  one  place  and  another  ;  4  Wbae  the 
Itate  of  things  is  now  in  the  world  whh  regard  to  the  church  of 
Chri/i,  and  the  fuccefs  of  his  purchafe. 

i  .  Here  the  firft  thing  to  be  taken  notice  of  is  the  Reformation. 
•This  was  begun  about  220  years  ago  :  firft  in  Saxony  iu  Germany, 
by  the  preaching  of  Martin  Luther,  who,  being  flirted  in  his  fpir- 
£t,  to  fee  the  horrid  pra&ices  of  the  Popifh  clergy,  and  having  fet 
bimfelf  diligently  to  inquire  after  truth,  by  the  ftudy  of  the  holy 
iipriptures,  and  the  writings  of  the  ancient  fathers  of  the  church, 
very  openly  and  boldly  decried  the  corruptions  and  ufurpstions  of 
the  Romilh  church  in  his  preaching  and  writings,  and  had  icon  a 
great  number  that  feil  in  with  him  ;  among  whom  was  the  Elector 
of  Saxony, the  fovereign  prince  of  the  country -to  which  he  belong¬ 
ed.  This  greatly  alarmed  the  church  of  Rome  ;  and  it  did  as  it 
were  rally  all  its  force  to  oppofe  him  and  hii  (lodrine,  and  fierce 
wars  and  pcifecutions  were  railed  agaiaft  it :  but  yet  it  went  on 
by  the  labours  of  Luther,  and  Melantthon  inGermany,  and  Zuing- 
lius  in  Switzerland, and  other  eminent  divines,  who  were  cotempo¬ 
rary  with  Luther,  and  fell  in  with  him  ;  and  particularly  Calvin, 
who  appeared  fomething  after  the  beginning  of  the  Reformation, 
but  was  one  of  the  moft  eminent  Reformers. 

<  Many  of  the  pdnees  of  Germany  foon  fell  in  with  the  Reformed 
religion,  and  many  other  ftttes  and  kingdoms  in  Europe,  as  Scot¬ 
land,  Sweden,  Denmark,  .  Norway,  great  part  of  France,  Poland, 
Lithuania,  Switzerland  and  the  Low  Countries.  So  that  it  it 
thought,  that  heretofore  about  half  Chriftcndom  were  of  thiP  otef- 
tant  religion  ;  though,  fince,  the  Pipills  have  gained  ground  ;  fo 
that  the  Protcftanu  now  have  uot  fo  egreat  a  prepenior. 

■  *  Thus 
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that  God  began  glorioufly  to  revive  hit  church  again,  and  ad¬ 
vance  the  kingdom  of  bio  Son,  after  fu6h  a  dtfmal  night  of  darkoti 
as  had  been  before  from  the  rife  of  Antichrify  to  that  time,  lher« 
bad  been  many  endeavours  ufed  by  the  witnc/Tei  for  the  uutb  for 
a  reformation  before.  But  now,  when  Goa's  appointed  time  waf 
cone,  his  work  was  begun,  and  went  on  with  a  fwift  and  wonder¬ 
ful  progrefa ;  and  Antithrift,  who  had  been  rifmg  higher  and  higher 
from  his  very  firfl  beginning  till  that  time,  was  fwifUy  and  fudden- 
ly  brought  down,  and  fell  half-way  towards  utter  ruin,  and  neve* 
has  been  able  to  rife  agaid  to  bis  former  height.  A  certain  very 
late  expositor  (Mr.  Lowman)  who  explains  the  five  firft  vials  in 
the  1 6th  chapter  of  Revelation,  with  greater  probability  perhapg 
than  any  who  went  before  him*  ^plains  the  fifth  vial,  which  wag 
poured  out  on  the  feat  of  the  beaft,  of  what  came  to  part  is  the 
Reformation  ;  explaining  the  four  preceding  vials  of  certain  greaB 
judgements  God  brought  on  the  Popifh  dominions  before  the  Re« 
formation.  It  is  faid,  Rv,  xvi.  Id.  that  "  the  fifth  angel  powf 
ed  out  his  vial  on  the  feat  of  the  heart  ia  the  original,  it  is  tk* 
thront  o/thtitaff  5  “  ahd  bis  kingdom  was  full  of  darknefs,  a&df 
they  gnawed  their  tbngdes  for  pain*  and  blafphemed  the  God  pi 
bcavtn  becaufe  of  their  paiii  and  their  fores,  and  repented  not  o! 
their  deeds/*  He  poured  out  his  vial  upon  the  throne  of  the  be*fe» 
I,  e.  on  the  authority  and  dominion  of  the  Pope  :  fd  the  word? 
thront  is  oftSn  ufed  in  feripture  ;  fo  I  Kings  i.  37,  4(  As  the  Lord 


bath  been  with  my  lord  the  king,  even  fo  be  he  with  Solomon* 
and  make  his  throne  greater  than  the  throne  of  my  lord  King  Da¬ 
vid  \  *  i  e  make  his  dominion  and  authority  greater,  and  blit  king¬ 
dom  more  glorious. 

-$  S  jt  r  -  •  Z 

Blit  how,  in  the  Reforms? ion,  fee  .  vials  of  God*$  wrath  were 
poured  out  6a  the  throne  of  the  beaft.  His  throne  was  terrible 
fhaken  afd  dimini&ed.  The  Pope's  authority  and  dominion  wa» 
greatly  diminifbed.  both  si  to  the  ckteni  and  degree.  He  Sort,  ah 
was  laid  before,  about  half  his  dominions.  Betides,  fince  the  Re- 
formation,  the  Pope  has  loft  great  part  of  that  authority,  even  in 
the  Popifh  dominions,  which  he  had  before.  He  is  not  regarded* 
ind  hia  power  is  dreaded  in  no  ineafure  as  it  was  wont  to  be.  Tb@ 

f  owers  of  Europe  have  learned  not  to  put  their  necks  under  the 
ope'i  feet,  as  formerly  they  were  Wont  to  do.  So  that  he  itf  as 
a  lion  that  has  loft  his  teeth,  in  comparifon  of  wh^t  he  wai  onte9 
.  When  the  Pope  and  his  clergy,  enraged  to  fee  their  authority  fo 
iimini&ed  at  the  Reformation,  laid  their  heads  torrther,  and 
joined  their  forces  to  deftroy  the  R  formation  ;  their  policy,  whiela 
was  wont  to  ferve  them  fo  ^.well,  failed  ;  and  they  found  their 
kingdom  full  of  darknefs,  fo  that  they  could  do  noth;!>g  any 
more  than  the  Egyptians,  who  rofe  not  from  their  feats  for  threg 
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day*.  ^  The  Reformed  church  was  defended  as  Lot  and  the  angefg 
Were  iji  Sodom,  by  fmiting  the  Sodomites  with  darknefs  or  blind* 
aefs,.  that  they  could  not  find  the  door,  God  then  fulfilled 
ihat  in  Job  v.  21.  &s.  tf  To  fet  up  on  high  tbofe  that  ,  be 
Sow  $  that  thofc  which  mourn  may  be  exalted  to  fafety*  Hs 
difappointeth  the  devices  of  the  crafty,  fo  that  their  hands  cannot 
perform  their  enterprise.  He  tsketh  the  wife  in  their  own  crafti* 
nefs  :  and  the  counfel  of  the  froward  is  carried  headlong.  They 
meet  with  darknefs  in  the  day-time,  and  grope  in  the  naon-day 
as  in  the  night.  But  he  faveth  the  poor  from  the  fword,  from 
Sheir  mouth,  and  from  the  hand  of  the  mighty." 

Thofc  proud  enemies  of  God's  people  being  fo  difappomled,  and 
find  irg  them  Selves  fo  unable  to  uphold  their  own  dominion  and 
authority,  this  made  them  as  it  were  to  gnaw  their  tongues  for 
pain,  or  bite  theif  tongues  for  mere  rage. 

2.  I  proceed  therefore  to  fflow  what  oppofition  has  been  made 
to  this  fuccefs  of  Chr ill's  purchafe  by  the  Reformation  by  Satan 
and  his  adherents  ;  obferving,  as  we  go  along,  how  far  they  have 
been  baffled,  and  hew  far  they  have  been  fucccfsful. 

The  oppofition  which  Satan  has  made  againfl  the  Reformed  re* 
llgfon  has  been  principally  of  the  following  kinds,  viz.  that  which 
was  made,  i*  by  a  general  council  of  the  church  of  Rome;  2.  by  Secret 
plots  and  devices ;  3.  by  open  wars  and  invafions  ;  4  by  cruel  op- 
prefflon  and  persecution  ;  and,  5  by  bringing  in  corrupt  opinions, 

(1)  The  firft  oppofition  that  I  fflall  take  notice  of  h  that  which 
was  made  by  the  clergy  of  the  church  of  Rome  uniting  together  in 
&  general  council.  This  was  the  famous  council  of  Trent,  which 
the  Pope  exiled  a  little  while  after  the  Reformation.  In  that  coun¬ 
cil,  there  met  together  fix  cardinals,  thirty- two  archbifbops,  two 
hundred  and  twenty -eight  bifhops,  befidea  innumerable  ethers  of 
the  Rotniiit  clergy.  This  council,  in  all  their  fittings,  including 
the  times  of  intermifflon  between  their  fittings,  was  held  for  twenty 
five  years  together.  Their  main  bufinefs  all  this  while  was  to  con¬ 
cert  meafure#  for  eftablifhing  the  church  of  Rome  agsinft  the  Re¬ 
formers,  and  for  deftroying  the  Reformation.  But  it  proved  that 
they  were  not  able  to  perform  their  enterprise.  The  Reformed 
church, notwithstanding  their  holding  fo  great  a  council,  and  for  fo 
long  a  time  together  a  gain  ft  it  remained,  and  remains  ftilt.  So 
that  the  eounfel  of  the  froward  is  carried  headlong,  and  their  king, 
dom  is  full  of  darknefs,  and  they  weary  thtmfelves  to  find  the  door. 

Thu*  the  church  of  Rome,  inflead  of  repenting  of  their  deeds, 

when  fuch  clear  light  was  held  forth  to  them  by  Luther  and  other 

fervants  of  God,  the  Reformers,  does,  by  genera!  agreement  in 

council,  perfift  in  their  vile  corruptions  and  wickcdcefs,  and  ©b- 

^inate  oppofition  to  the  kipgdom  ofChrift*  The  defines  an 
>  r  •  pralhcci 
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,  u  x  d™-  which  were  chiefly  condemned 
n»  -.f  »he  church  of  Kome,  which  •  . 

practices  of  me  cn  decree*  of  their  council  ; 

by  the  Reformed,  were ~***  **“**„  cutM  higher  then 
,ad  the  corruption!,  m  many  w  f  fc£l  "Dd  curfe, 

CTcr  before  ;  and  they  uttered  bUfphc«o«  P  ^ 

again*  the  Reformed  rel.g.on,  and  all  f  according 

excommunicated  andan..hema«1Zedbyhem  ^ 

to  the  prophefy ,  "  they  bl  ifphemed  God.  1  w»  « 

their  heart!,  intending  to  deftroy  them.  throw,,he  Re. 

(i)  The  Papift!  have  often  endeavoured  to  ov«‘h > 

formation  by  fecret  plot,  and  confpjracte!.  So 
plow  againft  the  life  of  Luther.  The  paptft!  were  eng  g 
triyine  to  difpitch  him,  and  to  put  him  out  of  their  way  ,  an  , 
“I.  fa.  a  very  bold  man,  often  very  much  expofed  h.mfelf  in  the 
r  !f  Chtift  bu,  yet  they  were  wonderfully  prevented  from  hurt- 
Sg^him,^ndhe^Tlaft  died  in  hi,  h*d  in  peace.  And  fo  there  have  , 
Sn  from  time  to  time  innumerable  fcheme,  fecre.ly  ^  for  the 
overthrow  of  the  Proteftant  religion  ;  nmong  which,  that  which  . 

”1  be  mod  ccnfiderable,  and  which  feemed  to  be  *«  likely 
t;  have  taken  effeft.  wa,  that  which  wa,  in  the  timeof  King  Jame, 

II.  of  England,  which  i,  within  the  memory  of  many 
wa,  at  that  time  a  ftrong  confpiracy  between  the  k.ng  of  England 
and  Lewis  XIV.  of  France,  who  were  both  Papifti,  to  extirpa  e 
No.thern  herefy,  a,  they  called  the  Proteftant  re tgion, .  not  on  y 
out  of  England,  but  out  of  all  Europe  ;  and  bad  hid  their  febeme* 
fo.that  they  feemed  to  be  almoft  fare  of  tbetr  purpofe.  They  look^ 
cd  upon  it.  that  if  the  Reformed  religion  were  fupprefied  in  the 
Britifk  realm,,  and  in  the  Netherlands  which  were  the  ftrongeft 
part,  and  chief  defence  of  the  Proteftant  idle, eft,  they  feould  have 
eafv  work  with  the  reft.  And  juft  as  their  matter,  feemed  to  become 
to  a  head,  and  their  enterprife  ripe  for  execution,  God,  in  hi*  pro. 
vidence,  fuddenly  dafhed  all  their  fchem,  in  puce,  by  the  kevolu. 
tion,  at  the  coming  in  of  King  William  and  Queen  Mary  j  by  which 
all  their  deftgn,  were  at  an  end;  and  the  Proteftanf  lnteieft  was 

more  ftrongly  eftabliftted,  by  the  crown  of  England  ,  beirg  efta- 

blifhed  in  the  Proteftant  houfe  of  Hanover,  and  a  Papift  ( being, J 
the  conftitution  of  the  nation,  for  ever  rendered  incapable  of  wear¬ 
ing  the  crown  of  England.  Thu,  they  groped  in  darknef,  at  noon 
dav  a,  in  the  night,  and  their  hand,  could  not  perform  ihesr  enter- 

prife,  and  their  kingdom  was  *  ^ 

their  tongues  for  pain*  .  * 

After  this,  there  was  a  deep  defign  laid  to  bring  the  fame  thing 

paf,  in  ihe  latter  end  of  Queen  Anne*,  reign,  by  the  bunging  in  of 
the  Popifli  pretender  ;  which  wa,  no  lef,  fuddenly  and  totally  baf¬ 
fled  by  divine  Providence  ;  a,  the  plot,  *g«nft  the  Reformation 
by  bringing  ia  the  pretender,  have  been  from  tisec  to  ume* 
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hM  ofT  **'n  °pp°fc<ifcy  opto  w*»  toi 
^viiions.  So. a  the  b-tgioumg  of  the  reiansmion,  the  Eop.to-  of 

, Jo  fupp-efs  tne  Reformation,  decked  war  wwb  tb.  Duke 

•I  &a*ony,  and  the  p  •ncipai  m«n  who  favoured  and  recti vea  Lu- 

Uer  *  doctrine.  But  they  could  rot  obtain  their  end  ;  they  could 

nol  fupptcf.  the  Reformation,  for  the  f  me  „/d,  :be  Jtmg  of 

Spain  maintained  •  long  war  with  Holland  and  the  Low  Countries 

in  the  entuty  before  laft.  Rut  thofe  cruel  wars  i*Tued  greatly  to  th<J 

iifadv  ntsge  ot  the  Roni'Sh  church,  as  they  occasioned  the  fittin 

wp  o  one  dt  tne  moff  powe  ful  Proteftant  Slates  in  Europe,  which, 

,  aest  to  G  eat  Britian,  is  the  chief  barrier  of  the  Piotefis*t  religion. 

^nd  the  defign  of  the  Spanish  invifion  of  England  in  Queen  Eli  fa* 

/  '  ,ia!e»  wa‘  t0  fupprefs  and  root  out  the  Reformed  religion  i 

end  therefore  they  brought  in  their  fleet  all  manner  of  instruments  of 

wuelty  wherewith  to  torture  the  Proteftants  who  would  not  renounce' 

She  Proteftant  religion.  But  their  de%n«  were  totally  baffled,  and 

their  mighty  -fleet  in  s  great  tneafure  ruined* 

(4)  Satan  has  oppofed  the  Reformation  with  cruel  pwfecutiont. 
The  perfections  with  which  the  Proteftant*  in  one  kingdom  and 
another  have  been  perfected  by  tbe  church  of  Rome,  have  in  many 
cefpefli  been  far  beyond  any  of  the  Heathen  perfection*  which 
were  before  Constantine  the  Great,  and  beyond  all  that  ever  were 
fcefore.  So  that  Antichrift  has  proved  the  greateft  and  erueleft  e- 

©emy  to  the  church  of  Chrifl  that  ever  was  in  the  world,  in  this,  as 

well  as  in  all  other  refpefti  }  agreeable  to  the  defeription  given  of 
Che  church  of  Rome,  Rev.  svii  6.  “  And  I  Dw  a  woman  drunk¬ 
en  with  the  blood  of  faints,  and  with  the  blood  of  the  martyrs  of 
Jfefus.  And,  chap,  xviii.  24.  ,f  And  on  her  was  found  the  blood 
»f  prophets,  and  of  faint*,  and  all  of  them  that  were  (lain  upoa 
Che  earth."  .  ' 1  '  7 

The  Heathen  perfecutions  had  been  very  dreadful  t  but  now 
fjerfecution  by  the  church  of  Rome  wat  improved  and  ftudied,  and 
cultivated,**  an  art  or  fcience.  Such  way*  of  afflicting  and  tot  men. 
fting  were  found  out,  a*  arc  beyond  the  thought  and  invention  of 
ordinary  men,  ot  men  who  arc  unftudicd  in  thofe  things,  and  be¬ 
yond  the  invention  of  all  former  ages.  That  perfection  might 
fee  managed  the  more  effectually,  there  were  certain  focieties  of. 
Aten  eftabliftsed  in  various  part*  of  the  PopiSb  dominions,'  whofe 
fbufinef*  it  Should  be  to  Study,  and  improve,  and  pra&ifc  perfecti¬ 
on  in  its  bigheft.perfeftion,  which  are  thofe  focieties  called  the 
Gourtt  cf  ingutfities.  A  reading  of  the  particular  bi Stories  of  the 
IRomiSb  perfecution,  and  their  courts  of  inf  uifition,  will  give  that 
Idea  which  a  few  words  cannot  eaprefs. 

When  the  Reformation  began,  the  bead;  with  (even  heads  tt£ 
teas  fesgass  t®  rage  is  »  dreadful  eiaoaer»  After  Ow  Reformed* 

.  .  “  We 
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©a,  the  church  of  Rune  renewed  its  per  ft  cut  Ion  of  the  poor  Wal* 
denfes  and  great  matiu  cf  of  them 'were  cruelly  tortured  and  put 
t  >  death.  Soon  after  the  Reformation, there  were  terrible  pcrfecuti- 
cn>  in  etriout  pa't»  otGcmny  5  »nd  especially  in  liohemia,  wbieb 
4  for  thirty  y*  '»  together  $  in  which  fo  much  blood  wat  thea 
for  the  f-ke  of  religion,  that  a  certain  writer  compare*  it  to  the 
p  t  y  of  water*  o‘  the  gre’t  river*  of  Germany.  The  countrier  of 
f  ji.nd  Lithunia,  and  Hungary,  w*re  rn  tike  manner  deluged 

with  Proteftant  blood.  '  -JHH  - 

By  means  of  thefe  and  other  cruel  pc*feeution*,  the  Proteitant 

Religion  «wa»  in  a  great  meafuie  fupprefled  in  Bohemia,  and  the 
Palatinate,  and  Hungary,  which  before  were  38  were  Proteflant 
countries.  Thus  was  fulfilled  what  was  foretold  of  the  little  horn* 
Dan.  vii.  20  cl  “  —and  of  the  ten  horns  that  were  in  his  head, 
and  of  the  other  which  aame  up,  and  before  whom  three  fell,  evert 
of  that  horn  that  had  eyes,  and  a  mouth  that  ipake  very  great 
&ing*>  whoie  look  was  more  tt  out  than  bit  fellows.  I  beheld,  and 
Sad  the  fame  horn  made  war  with  the  faints*  and  prevailed  againtt 
$hem.”  And  what  was  foretold  of  the  beatt  having  feven  heads 
and  ten  horns*  Rev.  *iii.  yf  And  it  was  given  unto  him  to  make 
^rar  with  the  faints*  and  to  overcome  them  ;  and  power  was  given 
him  over  all  kindreds,  and  tongues,  and  nations.”  Alfo  Hol¬ 
land  and  the  other  Low  Countries  were  for  many  years  a  icerie  of 
gjotbing  but  the  moft  aflf  ding  and  amazing  cruelties,  being  delu¬ 
ged  with  the  blood  of  p  oteftants,  under  the  mercilefs  hands  of  the 
Spaniards,  to  whom  they  were  then  in  fubj<-6tion.  But  in  this 
perfection*  the  devil  in  a  great  mt  afure failed  of  his  purpofc  ;  sp 
it  ifTued  in  a  great  part  of  the  Netherlands  catting  off  the  SpaniHj 
yoke,  and  felting  up  a  wealthy  and  powerful  Pit defiant  ttate,  tea 
fcbe  great  defence  of  the  proteftaat  caufe  ever  fiacc. 

fiance  alfo  is  another  country*  which,  finee  the  Reformation* 
in  fome  refpefts,  perhaps  more  than  any  other,  has  been  a  fcenc 
of  dreadful  cruelties  fuffered  by  the  frotettants  th^re.  After  many 
cruelties  had  been  cxercifcd  towards  the  Protettants  in  that  king¬ 
dom,  there  wit  begun  a  rerfecutioo  of  them  in  the  year  1 5 7  *  ^  h* 
Che  reign  of  Charles  IX  King  of  Prance.  It  began  with  a  cruel 
cna(Tacre,  wherein  70,000  Protettants  were  slain  in  a  few  days 
time,  as  the  K;ng  bo>tted  t  and  in  all  this  perfection,  he  flew,  at 
fsfuppofed,  300,000  m  ryts.  It  is  reckoned,  that  about  ibis 
time,  within  thirty  years,  there  were  martyred  in  this  ksngdom* 
for  the  Protettant  rcligior ,  39  princes,  148  counts,  234  barons* 
£47,518  gentlemen,  aod 760*000  of  the  common  people© 

Bui  ail  thefe  pcrfc-cutiou*  were,for  exquiiiic  cruelty,  far  exceed* 
ed  by  thofb  which  followed  in  the  reign  of  Lewis  XIV/  which 
indeed  ut  hppoki  to  exceed  all  others  that  ever  have  bttn  5  3^ 
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bring  Jong  continued,  by  rcafon  of  the  long  reign  of  that  King* 
aim  oft  wholly  ex drp?.ted  the  P*ottftant  seligion  out  of  that  king¬ 
dom,  where  had  been  before  a  multitude  of  famous  p/oteftant 
churches  all  over  she  kingdom.  Thus  it  was  given  to  the  beaft  to 
make  war  with  the  faints,  and  to  overcome  them. 

There  wai  a!(o  a  terrible  perfection  iaEn  gland  inQuecn  Mary** 
time,  wherein  Jgreat  numbers  in  all  parts  of  the  kingdom  tyerc 
burnt  alive.  After  this,  though  th|  Proteftant  religion  has  been 
for  the  moA  part  eftablifbed  by  law  in  England,  yet  there  have 
been  very  feverc  perfecutions  by  the  high  church  men,  who  fytnbo* 
lize  in  many  things  with  the  Papifts.  Such  a  perfecution  was 
that  which  oecafsooed  our  forefathers,  to  flee  from  the  I?  native  coun¬ 
try,  and  to  comeand  fettle  in  this  land,  which  was  then  anhideon* 
howling  wilder  nefs.  Xhefe  peifecutiona  were  continued  with 
little  intenmftion  til!  King  William  came  to  the  throne* 

Scotland  alfo  has  been  the  feene,  for  many  year*  together,  of 
cruelties  and  blood  by  the  hands  of  high -churchmen,  fuch  as  came 
very  little  (hort  of  the  Popifti  perfecution  in  Q^ieen  Mary’s  dayt, 
and  in  many  things  much  exceed  it,  which  continued  till  they 
were  delivered  by  King  William#  * 

Ireland  alfo  has  been  a®  it  were  overwhelmed  with  Proteftant 
blood,  in  the  days  of  King  Charles  l  of  England,  above  200, 00® 
Proteftants  were  cruelly  murdered  in  that  kingdom  in  a  fsw  days ; 
the  Papifts,  by  a  fecret  agreement,  rifing  ail  ovhr  the  kingdom  at 
an  apppoioted  time,  intending  to  kill  every  Proteftant  in  the 
kingdom  at  once. 

Betides  thefe,  there  have  been  very  cruel  perfecutions  in  Italy^ 
and  Spain,  and  other  places,  which  I  fhall  not  ftand  to  relate.^ 
Thus  did  the  devil,  and  his  great  minifter  Anticfcrift,  rage  with 
fuch  violence  and  cruelty  again  ft  the  church  of  Chrift  1  and  thus 
did  the  whore  of  Babylon  make  herfelf  drunk  with  the  blood  of  the 
faints  and  martyrs  of  Jefus  !  and  thus,  by  fchefc  perfecutions,  the 
Proteftant  church  has  been  much  diminiftaed  !  ^  ct  with  all  have 
they  not  been  aple  to  prevail  j  but  ftill  the  Proteftant  church  is 
upheld,  and  Ghrift  fulfils  his  promife,  that <e  the  gates  of  hell  &ali 
not  prevail  againft  his  church. 

(  £)  The  laft  kind  of  apportion  that  Satan  has  made  to  the  Refor¬ 
mation  is  by  corrupt  opinions.  Satan  has  oppofed  the  light  of  thi 
gofpel  which  fhoae  forth  in  the  Reformation  with  many  corrupt 
opinions,  which  he  has  brought  in  and  propagated  in  the  world. 

Here, in  the  firft  place, the  fid!  oppofition  of  this  kind  was  by  ratting 
up  the  {til  of  the  Anabap#*, which  began  about  four  or  §ve  year* 
after  the  Reformation  itfeif  began.  .This  feft,  2s  it  firft  appeared  m 
Germany, were  vaftly  more  extravagant  than  the prefentAn absptiftf* 
m  inEngland,  They  held  ?  great  many  exceeding  corrupt  opm^s. 
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Oae  tenet  of  their.  »»,  That  there  ought  to  be  no  c.v.l  author,  ty, 
fo  that  it  w»  lawful  to  rebel  againft  civil  authortty.  On  «k« 
rrineiol-  they  refufed  to  fubmit  to  magiftrate.,  or  any  human 

[i  t'd  .ogchc.  i.  «.»  «-*•. »  «*»• 

,g”.«  .h.l.  cMl  ruler.  ;.nd  p«  >» 
and  fo  kept  it  for  fome  time. 

The  next  oppofition  of  this  kind  to  the  Reformat, on  w»  'hat 
which  was  made  by  entbufiafts.  Thofe  are  called  entbufiafts  who 
falfcly  pretend  to  be  infpbed  by  tbeHolyGhoft  a,  At =  prophm  wer  . 
Thefe  beean  in  Germany  about  ten  years  after  Luther  began 

i=t  “r.”  .»d  *.;« *?  'fr 

cc-eJiug  wild  and  eatrmg.M.  The 

Quakers  in  England,  and  other  parts  of  the  Bntifc  dominions. 

The  next  to  thefe  were  the  Socinians,  who  bad  their  beginning 

chiefly  in  Poland,  by  the  teaching  of  two men  ;  the 
one  was  Laliu,  Sninu',  of  the  other,  Fa«Jt.,  $ocin„.  They  held, 
that  Cbrift  was  a  mere  man,  and  denied  Chrift’s  fatisfadion,  and 
moft  of  the  fundamental  doarines  of  the  Chriftian  religion.  Their 
herefy  has  fince  been  greatly  propagated  among  Proteftants  in 
Poland,  Germany,  Holland,  England,  and  other  places. 

After  thefe  arofe  the  Arminians.  Thefe  firft  appeared  mHolland 
about  i  jo  years  ago.  They  take  their  name  from  a  Dutchman, 
whofe  name  was  Jacobu,  Van  Harmin,  which,  turned  into  Latin, 
is  called  JacobutArminiut  ;  and  from  his  name  the  whole  feft  are 
called  Arminian,.  This  Jacobus  Arminius  was  firft  a  mmifter  at 
Amfterdam.  and  then  a  profeffor  of  divinity  in  the  univerfityof 
Leyden.  He  had  many  followers  in  Holland.  There  was  upon 
this  a  fynod  of  all  the  Reformed  churches  called  together,  who  met 
at  Dort  in  Holland.  The  fynod  of  Dort  condemned  them  ;  but 
yet  they  fpread  and  prevailed.  They  began  to  prevail  in  England 
in  the  reign  of  Charles  I.  efpeeially  in  the  church  of  England.  The 
church  of-England  divines  before  that  were  almoft  univerfall? 
Calvinifts:  but  fince  that,  Arminianifm  has  gradually  more  and  more 
prevailed,  till  they  are  become  almoft  univerfally  Arminians.  And 
not  only  fo,  but  Arminianifm  has  greatly  prevailed  among  the 
Diffenters,  and  has  fpread  greatly  ipNew-England,  as  welt  as  Old. 

Since  this,  Arianifm  has  revived.  As  I  told  you  before,  Ari- 
anifm,  a  little  after  Conftantine's  time,  almoft  fwallowcd  up  the 
Chriftian  world,  like  a  flood  out  of  the  mouth  of  the  ferpent  which 
threatened  to  fwallow  up  the  woman.  And  of  late  years,  this  here* 
fy  has  been  revived  in  England,  and  greatly  prevails  there,  both 
in  the  church  of  England,  and  among  EyifTcoters.  Thefe  hold, that 
Chrift  it  but  a  mere  creature,  though  they  grant  that  he  is  the 
greateft  of  ail  creatures, 

Again,  another  thing  which  has  of  late  eocccdingly  prevailed 
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among  Proteftants,  and  efpecully  in  England,  is  D?ifm. 
pdfls  wholly  caft  off  the  Chfiftian  religion,  and  are  profdT  <& 
infiiels  They  are  not  like  the  heretics,  A  i*ns,  Sociniam,  and 
others,  who  own  the  feripture  to  be  the  word  of  G  >d  *nd  hold  the 
Chriftian  religion  to  be  the  true  religion,  but  only  deny  thefe 
and  thefe  fundamental  dc&rfhes  of  the  £hriftim  ulgon  :  t bey 
deny  the  whole  Chriftsan  religion.  Indeed  they  own  the  being  of 
God  ;  but  deny  that  Chf  ift  was  the  Son  of  God,  and  f3>  he  was  & 
mere  cheat;  and  fo they  fay  all  the  prophets  and  sipoftles  we*e:  and 
they  deny  the  whole  feripturei  They  deny  that  any  of  it  ii  the 
word  or  God,  They  deny  any  revealed  religion,  or  any  word  of 
God  at  all  $  and  fay,  that  God  has  given  man  kind  hd  other  light 
So  walk  by  btit  their  own  reafon.  Thefe  fentlments  and  opinions 
our  nation,  which  is  the  principal  nation  of  the  Reformation,  if 
Very  much  overrun  with,  and  they  prevail  more  and  more; 

Thus  much  Concerning  the  apportion  that  Satan  has  made  a* 
gainft  the  Reformation;  . 

J.  I  proceed  now  to  fhovr  what  fuccefs  the  gofpel  has  more 
lately  had,  or  what  fuccefs  it  hat  had  in  thefe  later  times  of  the 
Reformed  church d  This  fuccefs  may  bereduced  to  thefe  three  heads; 
I*  Reformation  in  d6$rioe  and  vrorihlp  in  countries  called  Chrif* 
Sian  ;  2.  Propagation  of  the  gofpel  among  the  Heathen  $  j.  Re* 
tival  of  religion  in  the  power  and  practice  of  it*  • 

(i)  As  to  the  firft,  viz.  reformation  iir  doftrinc,  the  th oft  Con¬ 
siderable  fuccefs  of  the  gofpel  that  has  been  of  late  of  this  kind,  has 
been  in  the  empire  of  Mufcovy,  which  is  a  country  of  vaft  extent* 
The  people  of  this  country,  fo  many  of  them  at  call  themfelvc* 
Chriftians,  profcfled  to  be  of  the  Greek  church  ;  but  were  barbar- 
©urty  ignorant,  and  very  fuperftitious*  till  of  late  years.  Their 
late  Emperor  Pettr  the  Great,  Who  reigned  till  within  thefe  twenty 
years,  fet  bimfelf  to  reform  the  people  o*  his  dominions,  and  took 
great  pains  to  bring  them  out  of  their  darknefs,  and  to  have  theui 
inflru&ed  U  religion.  A  -  d  to  that  end ,  he  fat  up  fchools  of  learn* 
Ing,  and  ordered  tfic  Bible  to  be  printed  in  the  language  of  the 
country,  and  made  a  law  that  every  family  fhould  keep  the  holy 
fcrfptures  in  their  koufes,  and  that  every  perfon  fhould  be  able  to 
read  the  fame,  and  that  no  perfoa  fhould  be  allowed  to  marry  till 
they  were  able  ro  read  the  feripturei.  He  alfo  reformed  the  churches 
of  his  country  of  many  of  their  fuperftitions,  whereby  the  religion 
profeffed  and  pra&ifed  in  Mufcovy  is  much  nearer  to  that  of  th© 
proteftants  than  formerly  It  ufed  to  be.  This  emperor  gave  great 
encouragement  to  the  excerelfs  of  the  Proteftant  religion  in  his  do. 
pinions.  And  ftoce  that  Mufeovy  is  become  a  land  of  light,  its 
opmpatifoa  oftrbatit  before,  Weftdtifel  alterations  bate 
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keen  brought  about  in  the  f see  of  religion  for  the  better  witaift 

thsfe  fifty  years  pafi.  r 

(2)  As  to  the  fecond  kind  of  fuccefs  which  the  goipel  has  late¬ 
ly  had,  viz  its  propagation  among  the. Heathen,  l  would  no* 
Sice  of  three  things. 

[1]  The  propagation  there  feat  been  of  the  gofpel  among  taC 
Heathen  here  in  America.  ThU  American  continent  on  which  we 
live,  wh’Ch  is  a  very  great  part  o*  thc.wo’dd,  and,  together  Wu 
its  neighbouring  feas  adjoin  ng,  takes  up  one  Me  of  the  globe,  was 
wholly  unknown  to  all  Chrifiian  nations  tut  5he.'c  latter  times* 
It  was  not  known  that  there  was  anyfuch  p'*rt  of  the  wo* Id, though 
it  was  very  full  of  people  »  and  therefore  here  the  devil  had  the 
people  that  inhabited  this*  part  of  the  world  as  it  were  fecure  to  bim- 
fclf,  out  of.  the  reach  of.  the  light  of  the  gofpcl,  and  fo  out  of  the 
way  of  molcfiaiion  in  his  dominion  over  them.  And  here  the 
many  nations  of  Indians  worfhipped  him  as  God  fioni  ag<»  to  sgc^* 
while  the  gofpel  was  confined  to  the  oppose  fide  of  the  globe.  It 
is  a  thing  which,  if  I  remember  right,  1  have  fome  where  lit  of, as 
probably  fuppofed  from  fome  remaining  accounts  of  things,  thag 
occasioned  the  people ing  0/  America  was  this,  that  the  devil  being 
.  alarmed  an<J  furpii fed  by  the  wonderful  fuccefs  of  the  gofpel  which 
there  was  the  fi*  ft  three  hundred  years  after  Chrift,  and  by  tbc 
downfal  cl  the  Heathen  empire  in  the  time  of  Conran  tint ;  snd 
feeing  the  goipel  fpread  fo  fafi,  and  fearing  hi§  Heathen  till  king*' 
dom  w<  uld  be  wholly  overthrown  through  the.  world,  led  sway  a 
people  from  the  other  continent  ipto  America,  that  they  might  be 
quite  out  o*  the  reach  of  the  gofpel,  that  here  he  might  qtfjctly 
pofTefa  them,  and  reign  over  them  as  their  god  It  is  what  many 
writers  give  an  account  of,  that  fome  of  the  nations  of  Indians* 
when  th  Europeans  fir  if  came  into  America,  had  a  tradition  among 
them,  that  rheir  god  fi  filed  them  into  this  continent,  and  w.ea$ 
before  tht  m  in  an  ark  :  s  -  . 

Whether  this  was  fo  or  not,  yet  it  is  certain  that  the  devil  di<f 
here  quietly  enjoy  his  dominion  over  the  poor  nations  of  Indians 
for  maoy  ages.  Bur  in  later  times  God  has  fent  the,  gofpel  int© 
tkefe  parts  of  tjie  world,  and  now  tbrChHfiian  church  is  fet  up  here' 
3a  New  Engla  nd,  and  in  other  pans  of  America,  where  before  hsui 
been  nobbing  but  the  grofieft  Heathenifh  chrkcefs,  Great  pan  of 
America  U  now  fijb  of  H*bS^*s .  and  full  ov  atleafi  the  form  or  .the. 
worfiiip  of  the  true  God  and  Jefus  Chrifi,  where  the  name  ©f  Cbrite 
before  had  not  been  heard  of  for  many  ages,  if  at  all.  And  th©.  . 
there  has  been  but  a  ftp  all  propagation  of  the  gofpel  among  the 
Heathen  here,  in  comparifon  of  what  were  to  bc'wifhed  for  ;  yet 
there  h^s  be^n  fomething' worthy  to  be -t^ken  rotl^df*.  There  vrste 
foBasthicg  rtaarkablc  it  the  firfi  times  New  £ngbod*apd  foots- 

Ff  t^ing 


A  HISTORY  of 


232 

tiling  remarkable  his  appeared  of  late  here,  and  in  other  parts  of 
America  among  many  Indies,  of  an  inclination  to  be  ir.ftrufhd 
in  the  Chriftian  religion. 

However  f&all  the  propagation  of  the  gofpcl  among  the  Hea- 
^hvn  here  in  America  has  been  hitherto*  yet  I  think  wc  may  wed 
look  upon  the  difeovery  of  fo  great  apart  of  the  world  at  America, 
and  bringing  the  gofpei  into  1?,  as  one  thing  by  which  divine  pro* 
vise  nee  is  preparing  the  way  for  the  future  glorious  times  of  the 
churen  ;  when  Satan's  kingdom  (hall  be  overthrown,  not  only 
thioughout  the  Roman  empire,  but  throughout  the  whole  habitable 
globe,  on  every  fide,  and  on  ail  its  continents,  When  thofe  times 
(Some,  then  doubt lefs  tne  gofpei,  which  is  alicady  brought  over  in¬ 
to  America,  (hail  have  glorious  fucoefs,  and  all  the  inhabitants  of 
QcW'd'fcovered  world  (hall  become  fubje&s  of  the  kingdom  of 
Chrift,  as  we!!  as  all  the  other  ends  of  the  earth  :  and  in  all  proba¬ 
bility  providence  has  io  ordered  it,  that  the  mariner's  cofnpafj, 
vrbich  was  an  invention  of  later  times,  whereby  men  arc  enabled  to 
fail  over  the  wideft  ocean,  when  before  they  dur&  not  venture  far 
from  land  ;  (hottM  prove  a  preparation  for  what  God  intends  to 
bring  to  pafs  in  the  glorious  times  of  the  church,  viz  the  fending 
forth  ihe^ofpe!  where- ever  any  of  the  children  Of  men  dwell, hew 
far  foever  off,  and  however  fc  para  ted  by  wide  oceans  from  thofs 
parts  of  the  world  which  are  already  Chriftianized. 

[2]  There  (us  of  late  years  be6rs  a  very  confiderable  propagation 
cf  iac  gofpei  among  the  Heathen  in  the  dominions  of  Mufcovy. 
I  have  already  obfevvec!  the  reformation  which  there  has  lately 
been  among  thofe  who  are  called  Chriftiam  there  :  but  1  now 
fpe-ik  of  She  Heathen.  ,  Great  part  of  the  vaft  dominions  of  the 
Emperor  of  :VIufeovy  are  grofsHeatbehs  The  greater  part  of  Great 
Tarary,  a  Heathen  country,  has  in  later  times  been  brought  unde? 
the  Muscovite  government ;  and  there  have  been  of  late  great  num¬ 
bers  of  tbo  'e  Hoathcns  who  are  renounced  their  Hcathenifm,  and 
havr  embraced  the  Chriftian  religion. 

[3]  There  has  been  lately  %  very  confkterable  propagation  of 
the  Cbriftran  religion  Irtioiig  the  Heathen  in  the  Eaii  Indies ;  par¬ 
ticularly,  many  in  a  country  in  the  Eaff-  Indict  cajled  Malabar , 
have  been  broug*  t  over  to  the  Chriftian  Proteftant  religion,  chiefly 
by  the  labors  6*  certain  miffionarle*  fent  thither  to  toftruft  them  by 
th^  Kmg  of  D  mirk,  who  have  brought  over  many  -Heathen*  to 
the  Chriftian  faith,  and  have  fet  up  fchools  among  them,  snd  a 
prmtioVrvsfs  to  print  Bibles  and  o*het  books  for  their  tnftru&ion, 
jn  their  own  ?^ngu*gc,  with  great  fucecf?. 

f -i)  The  laft  kxmi  of  fuccefs  which  there  has  lately  been  of  the 
„r  foel  which  I  (ball  take  notice  of,  is  the  revivals  of  the  power 
In^  pra^lice  of  religion  which  have  lately  been*  Here  1  Cbali 
take  notice  of  bul  two  in ftanccs#  C1) 


the  Work  of  REDEMPTION. 


23J 


.  d\  There  ha.  not  locg  (ince  been  a  remarkable  revival  of  the 
aowerand  pracUce  of  religion  in  S.xony  in  Geimany,  trough 

r.j  Vrari  nrofcflor  of  divinity  at  Had  »n  b'x^,  y’  h 

*£™a:JZ  of  eminent  charily,  .he  grear  work  that  God  -nought 
Zghir h»ran  with  hi.  felling  on  foot  a  charitable  aefigh.  S«  b,- 
b  1*  ^,h  hi,  niacin c  an  alms  box  at  his  ftudy  cioor,  into  which 

b»k.«h=  toEh.  f«  .I. 

fame  poor  m.  ~  Qod  ^  ,fed  fo  wondcItully  lo  Imnc 

'hifdefzn  and  fo  to  pour  out  a  fpirit  of  chanty  on  people  there 

on  that  occaiion,  that  vnth  their  charity  he  was  enabled  a  little 

"neoea  public  fchool.  for  the  Infineon  of  poor  chrluren 
S.me  to  erect  p  d  inftlualon  0f  the  poor  ;  to 

and  an  orphan-houle  tor  ttu  tuppry  ^iirfren  were 

tbat  at  laft  it  came  to  that,  that  near  five  hundred  cotidren  were 
mltahed  and  infiruaed  in  learning  and  piety  by  the  chanty  of 
other.  ;  and  the  number  continued  to  wereaw  more  -ad  mme  o 
many  years,  and  till  the  laid  account.  I  have  feen.  This  w«.  « 
companied  with  a  wonderful  reformation  and  revival  of  region, 
and  a  fpirit  of  piety,  in  the  city  anduniverfi.y  or  ^  and  ibue 

it  continued.  Which  a!/o  had-great  M  ^  «.  »  ”  "  , 

in  Germany*  Their  example  feemed  remaikably  to  Itir  up  mul¬ 
titudes  to  their  imitation.  . 

(2)  Another  tiling,  which  it  would  be  grestfu.  law  no.  to  take 

notice  of,  is  that  remarkable  pouring  out  of  the  opim  oiGod  wrica 
ha.  been  of  late  in  this  part  of  New  -England,  cf  which  we,  ta 
this  town,  have  had  fuch  a  (hare.  But  it  is  needlefs  for  me  par¬ 
ticularly  to  deferibe  it,  it  being  vyhat  you  have  fo  lately  oesa  eye-; 
vyimcfTes  to,  and  l  hope  multitudes  of  you fenfible  cf  the  benefit  cu 
"  Thus  1  have  mentioned  the  more  remarkable  inftances  of  the 
fuccefs  which  the  gofpel  has  lately  had  in  the  tte.,d 

4.  1  proceed  now  to  the  Uft  thing  that  wa.  proper  to  be  con- 
fidered  relating  to  the  fuccefs  of  Chrift’s  redcmp'ion  during  thin 
fpace,  viz.  what  the  flat*  of  things  is  now  in  the  world  with  regard 
to  the  church  of  Chrift,  and  the  fuecefs  of  Ghrift’i  purchafe.  Tbia 
1  would  do, by  (bowing  bow  thing*  are  now,  compared  wita-  the 
firft  time*  of  the  Reformation.  i»  I  would  ffcow  wherein  the  *la>.e 
Qf  things  i»  altered  for  the  worfe  ;  and,  U  flow  h  b  altered  to; 

the  better. 


it 
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fo  I  would  (how  wherein  the  fiat?  of  thing®  is  altered 

>bat  it  wai  in  the  beginning  of  the  Reformation,  for  the  work  £ 
and  it  is  fo  efpccialiy  in  thefc  three  refpe&s. 

[1]  The  reformed  church  is  much  dimiuifbed.  I  he  Re  crn-  ation 

in  the  former  times  of  it,  as  was  obferved  before,  was  iuppofe.  to 
take  place  through  one  half  of  Chriftendom,  excepting, c 

i*harch  ;  or  that  there  were  as  many  ProtcfUnts  as  Paptfis, 

now  it  ii  not  fo ;  the  Proteftant  church  it  dijpki&uf  1  bin**- 
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tcrcrc  there  have  been  multitude*  of  P/oteftantt  ?„  France  ,  mr,T 
fattens  Proteflant  chinches  were  all  over  that  country.  wn0  £J 
to  me:t  together  in  fyoonds.  and  maintain  a  very  reefer  UifX 

Ln.!fL!?!i  grT  PfV  °f  **'  k  r,gdosi  wcrc  PoteftaOts.  The 
P.ot.ftant  church  of  hranee  •»  agre.t  part  of  the  glory  of  the 

Reformation.  But  now  it  >s  far  otherwife  :  this  church  is  a ll 

feoken  to  pieces  and  fettered.  The  Proteftan,  religion  is  afeoft 

,  h°  ,y  ?oote,?  out  o?  that  kingdom  by  the  cruel  perfections  which 

;‘fve  bfea  ‘"cre'  afld  *fcwe  ate  now  but  very  few  Proseftant  aflem. 

,  **.  ,.11  *U  *h.at  kia8  ,0®  fke  Proteftant  iutereft  is  alfo  greatl 
ly  oimrotfhed  *n  Germany.  There  were  fevers!  foveretga  princes 

■  ®nef?/0r*erly  "'bo  *cre  Protestants,  whofe  fucceiTors  are  now 
Jp,n*  5  1!*  P3rt!*u,ar!y-  **  Elector  Palatine,  and  the  Ei.  ftor  of 
o»x..ny .  i  nc  mgefens  cf  Bohrmia  wai  formerly  aProteftant  king. 
«om,  but  is  now  in  the  hand*  of  the  Ptpift,  :  and  f0  Hungary  was 
former. y  a  P  oteftant  country  ;  bur  the  Proteftant*  there  have  bees 
grrairv  reduced,  and  in  a  great  meafee  fubdued.  by  the  perfecti¬ 
ons  shat  have  been  there.  And  the  Proteflant  meted  bat  *o  way 
remarkably  gained  ground  of  late  of  the  church  of  Some, 

(2)  ^  A, letter  thing  within  the  ft  ate  of  thiags  is  altered  for  the 
vri  s;e  from  it  what  was  in  the  former  Hires  of  the  Refot matron,  ia 
!  6  P,£vaj‘ing  of  licertiouinefj  in  principles  and  opinions.  There 
Is  no!  novy  tbal  fPim  oi  orthodoxy  which  there  was  then  :  there  is 
?r>  ,Ude  aPPeara?ce  oi  «*»  for  the  myfieriom  and  fpiritua! 
ooflrines  of  Ch  tftianny  ;  and  they  never  were  fo  ridiculed,  ar.d 
osd  in  contempt,  as  they  arc  in  the  prelent  age  ;  and  efpecially  i0 
England,  the  principal  kingdom  of  the  Refoimation.  in  this 
h  i  g'.om,  thofc  principles,  on  which  the  power  of  godlinefs  rie- 
tfep.  rid.,  are  in  a  great  met  Cure  exploded,  and  Auanilm,  the  So- 
omanTm,  and  Arminianifm,  End  Dcifm,  afe  the  things  which 
prevail,  and  carry  thmoft  all  before  them  Partieukrly  hiitory 
g.vts  no  account  of  any  age  wherein  there  was  fo  great  an  apoftafy 
°f  ‘bo«e  who  bad  been  brought  up  under  the  light  of  the  gofpcj 
to  infidelity  ;  never  was  there  fuch  a  cafting  off  of  the  Ghriftiaa 
sr  d  all  revealed  religion  ;  never  any  age  wheiein  was  fo  much- 
fcoffing  at  and  rediculrog  the  gofpel  of  Cbrift,  by  thofe  who  have 

been  brought  up  under  gofpel  light,  nor  any  thing  like  it,  a*  there 
is  sr  this  day. 

[3]  Another  thing  wherein  things  are  altered  tor  the  worfe,  is, 
th  ,1  the  e  <s  much  kfs  of  the  prevalency  of  the  power  of  godlinefs 
than  there  was  at  the  beginning  of  the  Reformation.  There  was  a 
g'orious  out- pom  ing  of  the  Spirit  of  God  th,t  accompanied  the  firfe 
Reformation, not  only  t0  convert  motiiude*  in  fo  fliort  a  time  from 
Pope  y  to  the  ti  ue  religion,  but  to  turn  many  to  God  and  true 
gcdit&si,.  Rg] tgiori  ^lortcufly  flounfhed  tuotic  tountiy  ara  ano* 

tke? 
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<bcrt  si  ©oft  rein,  rkably  appeared  in  tfcofe  times  of  terrible  per. 
fecudoo,  which  have  already  been  fpoken  of.  But  now  there  h 
an  exceeding  great  decay  ot  vit^l  piety  ;  yea,  5t  teems  to  be  def- 
pifed,  called  enthujiafm,  'whimfy,  anc  janatuijtn  Ttofe  who  arc 
truly  rebg  ous,  <t,c  commoaly  looked  upon  to  be  cr?tck  brained* 
ano  befide  their  right  maid  ;  and  vice  and  profanenefs  dreadfully 
prevail,  like  a  flood  which  th  eaten*  to  bear  down  all  before  it*-** 
But  l  proceed  now  to  fb  w, 

(2).  In  wtiat  rcipe6t  tnings  are  altered  for  the  better  from  wha§ 

tbt)  were  in  the  firfi  Reformation.  ^  # 

T;ie  power  and  influence  ot  the  Pope  is  much  diminished* 
A**'  ugn,  fioce  the  fo*met  uma  of  tht  kfcfof  matron  he  has  gained 
g  -juViC  in  extern  0  dominion j  yet  he  b^sloft  in  degree  of  ir'dueiiCc« 
Tr.e  viai  which  in  the  beginning  of  toe  Reformatio??  was  poured 
cut  on  tht  throne  oi  the  Dealt*  to  tLe  great  diminiihing  of  bis  pow* 
cr  and  authority  in  the  world  ,  has  continued  running  ever  fiacc* 
The  Pope,  loon  after  the  Reicimation,  became  ief»  regarded  bf 
cfct  princes  ot  Europe  than  he  had  been  before  ;  and  fo  be  has  been 
Jinct  lefs  ana  Ids,  Many  ot  the  Popifh  princes  themfeives  feeofc 
now  to  regard  him  very  little  moie  than  they  think  will  ferve  their 
own  ddigns  j  of  which  there  have  been  fever ai  remarkable  proofs 
and  iuftanccs  of  late. 

[2]  There  is  far  left  perfection  new  than  there  was  in  the  firfl 
times  of  the  Reformation.  You  h  ve  neaid  already  how  dreadfully 
perfeciiiion  ?agr:d  in  ihe  former  times  of  the  Reformation  ;  and 
there  is  fomsthing  of  v  ft  ill-  Some  parts  of  tht-  Protcftant  church 
are  at  this  day  under  ptiftcution  and  fo  probably  will  be  till  the 
day  of  the  church's  fulfcrir  g  and  travail  is  at  an  end, which  will  not 
be  til!  tbe  tall  of  Anti.cbrift.  But  it  is  now  in  no  cneafure  as  tt  was 
heretofore.  There  does  nut  item  to  be  the  fame  fpirit  of  perfection 
prevailing  ;  is  is  become  more  out  of  fafhion  even  among  the 
Popifh  prii',ces.  The  wrckedlnefs  of  the  enemies  of  Chrift  5  and 
fine  apportion  againU  his  caufe,  feem  to  run  in  another  channel. 
The  humour  now  Up  to  defpiie  and  laugh  at  all  religion  ;  and 
their  fee  ms  to  be  a  fpirit  of  iniiff^rency  about  it.  However,  fo 

*t3l£  things-  ;s  LcttCi  tha|R  it  hat  been,  that  there  is  fo 
saucb  lefs  of  ptifecution. 

(3)  There  is  a  grear  inc^egfe  of  learning.  In  the  dark  timet 

Popery  oe*ore  p>d  Reformation,  learning  was  fo  far.  decayed, 

feemerj  to  be  overrun  with  barbarous  ignorance. 
Tneir  ve*y  prie ft*  were  many  of  ihem  gro%  ignorant.  Learning 
began  to  revive  with  the  Reformation,  which  wis  owing  very 
m<ich  to  the  art  of  printing,  which  was  invented  a  little  before 
the  Rif  -,v  mu  ion  ;  arid  fin  ce  that,  learning  has  iacrc&fed  more 
anymore,  sad  at  this  day  is  uaaoybtcdiy  railed  to  vaftly  a  greater 
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height  than  €vcr  it  was  before  :  and  though  no  good  ufc  if  mzde  of 
it  by  the  greater  pars  of  learned  men,  ydt  the  increafe  of  learning 
in  it f elf  is  a  thing  to  b<*  rejoiced  in,  becaufe  it  is  a  good,  and,  if 
duly  applied,  an  excellent  handmaid  to  diviaity,  and  is  3  talent 
which,  if  God  gives  to  men  an  heart,  affords  them  a  great  advan¬ 
tage  to  do  great  things  for  the  advancement  of  the  kingdom  of 
Chrift,  and  the  good  of  the  fools  of  men.  That  learning  asd 
knowledge  fhould  greatly  incrcafe  before  the  glorious  times,  teems 
to' be  foretold,  Dap,  xH.  4.  15  But  thou,  O  Daniel,  (hut  tip  the 
words, and  foal  the  book,  even  to  the  time  of  the  end  ;  many  fhaf l 
run  to  and  iro,  and  knowledge  ftiaj!  be  increafed/*  And-however 
little  not?  learning  h  applied  to  the  advancement  of  religion  ;  vet 
we  may  hope  that  the  days  are  approaching  vrherein God  will  nuke 
great  ufc  of  it  for  the  advancement  of  the  kingdom  of  Chrift. 

God  in  his  providence  now  teems  to  be  string  over  again  the 
fame  part  which  he  didos  little  bcforeChrMt  came,  '  The  age  where¬ 
in  Chrift  came  into  the  world,  was  an  age  wherein  learning  great* 
ly  prevailed,  and  was  at  a  greater  height  Ihan  ever  it  bad  been  he- 
fore  ;  and  yet  wickednefs  never  prev|il?d  more  |han  then,  God 
was  plea  fed  to  fufrer  human  learning  to  come  to  fuch  a  height  be¬ 
fore  he  fent forth  the  gofpcl  into  the  world,  that  the  world  might 
fee  theinfufficieocy  of  all  their  own  wifdom  for  the  obtaining  tbs 
knowledge  of  God,  without  the  gofpel  of  Chrift,  and  the  teachings 
of  bis  Spirit :  and  then,  zher  that,  in  the  wifdom  of  God,  the 
the  world  by  wifdom  knew  not  God,  it  pleated  Gcd,  by  the  fool- 
ifhncfs  of  preaching,  to  fave  them  that  believe.  And  vrhen  the 
gofpel  came  to  prevail  fir  ft  without  the  help  of  mans  wifdom,tbeo 
God  was  pleafed  to  make  ute  of  learning  as  an  handmaid.  So 
now  learning  h  at  a  great  height  at  this  day  In  the  world,  far  be¬ 
yond  what  it  was  in  the  age  when  Chrift  appeared  ;  and  now  the 
world,  by  their  learning  and  wifdom,  do  not  know  God  ;  and  they 
teem  to  wander  la  darkoefs,  are  miferably  deluded,  ftumble  and 
hU  in  matters  of  religion,  as  in  naidnight-darknefs*  Trufting  to 
•  their  learning,  they  grope  In  the  day  time  as  in  the  night.  Learn¬ 
ed  men  are  exceedingly  divided  in  their  opinions  concerning  the 
matters  of  religion,  run  into  all  manner  of  corrupt  opinions,  and 
pernicious  and  foolifh  errors.  They  fcorn  to  fubmit  their  reafon  to 
divine  revelation,  to  believe  any  thing  that  is  above  their  cotepre- 
henfion  ;  and  fo  being  wife  in  their  own  eyes,  they  become  fools/ 
and  even  vafo  in  their  imaginations,  and  turn  the  t;ruth  of  God  into. 


3  lie,  and  their  fool  i  ill  hearts  are  darkened.  See  Rom.  n  21*  &c* 

But  yet,  when  God  has  fufficiently  thown  men  the  infufficieney 

of  human  wifdom  and  leaning  for  the  purpofes  of  religion,  arid 

when  the  appointed  time  comes  for  that  glorious  outpouring  of  the 

Spirit  of  God,  when  fee  will  hicnfeSf  by  bis  own  immediate  ir^* 
1  cnc? 
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-t.ee  fnli?h«£n  men*  minds  -.  then  may  we  hope  that  God  wii!  tnahe 
ufe^oit&e great  incteafe  of  learning  as  an  handmaid  to  icl.g.oo, 
as  a  means8cf  the  glorious  advancement  of  the  kmgOom  of  hi.  bon 

,bt ,d  .. •  .....  . -P'"  s 

of  the  doarine.  of  chniltanity.  There  is  node 

of  pHntwf  ^hlT^aOn^l'onearnU,  to  prepare  for 

iuft,  agreeable  to  Prov.  sm.  22*  *,  _  i,*. 

Having  now  (hown  how  the  work  of  redempt.on  ha,  b«„ 

carried  on  from  the  fall  of  man  to  the  prefent  ume,  before  I  pro- 
ceed  soy  further,  I  would  make  fomc  Applic ktio  n» 

i  F, cm  whai  ha,  been  faid,  we  may  fee  great  evidence  of  the 
truth  of  the  Cbriftian  religion,  and  that  the  fcr.pture,  are  the  word 
of  God.  There  are  three  arguments  of  tbu,  which  I  fh 

notice  of,  which  may  be  drawn  from  what  has  been  laid. 

(j\  It  may  be  argued  from  that  violent  and  inveterate  oppo  iti- 
on  there  ha.  always  appeared  of  the  wickedncf.  of  the  world  againft 
this  religion.  The  religion  that  the  chureb  ofcod  ha.  Fetched 
from  the  fi‘  ft  founding  of  the  church  after  the  fail  to  this  ume,  has 
always  been  the  fame.  Though  the  difpenfatioo,  have  been  alter- 
cd  vet  the  religion  which  the  church  has  profefled  has  always,  as 
fobs  cffcntials,  been  the  facte.  The  church  of  God,  from  the  be¬ 
ginning,  hat  been  one  fociety.  The  chiriftian  church  which  has 
been  fince  ChrifVs  afeenfion,  is  manifeftly  the  fame  foe icty  conti¬ 
nued  with  the  church,  that  was  before  Cbrift  came.  The  Chrifhaa 
shurch  is  grafted  on  their  root  ;  they  are  built  on  the  fame  founda¬ 
tion  The  revelation  on  which  both  have  depended,  is  eucntially 

the  fame:  for  a*  the  Cbriftian  church  is  built  on  the  holy  feriptures, 
fo  was  the  Jewifh  church,  though  now  the  feriptures  be  enlarged  by 
the  addition  of  the  New  Teftament  ;  but  ft  ill  it  h  eftentially  the 
fame  revelation  with  that  which  was  given  in  the  OldTeftamcnt.on. 
jy  the  fubje&s  of  divine  revelation  are  now  more  clearly  revealed  Im 
?hc  New  Te^  ament  thao  they  were  in  the  Old.  But  the  fum  and 
fubftance  of  both  the  Old  Teftacnent  and  New,  isChrift  and  his  re¬ 
demption.  The  religion  of  the  church  of  Ifrad,  was  cfTentially 
the  fame  religion  with  that  of  the  Cbriftian  church,  as  evidently 
appears  from  what  ha*  beer  faid.  .The  ground  work  of  the  tcligt, 
on  of  the  church  of  God,  both  before  and  fince  Chrifthas  appeared, 
is  the  fame  great  feheme  of  redemption  by  the  Son  of  God  ;  and 
fo  the  church  that  was  before  the  Ifraelitifh  church,  was  full  tfog 
fame  focie'y,  as  tr  was  cfTentially  the  fame  religion  that  was  pro- 

feffed  and  pra&ifed  ia  it.  Thu*  it  was  from  J^oah  to  Abraham,andl 

thus 
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8bu«  It  w»  before  the  flood  And  this  fociety  of  men  that  la  «1. 
ted  tin  church,  hai  alway*  been  built  ou  the  foundation  of  thafe  re- 
vdat'on*  which  we  have  in  the  fcr.pturc,  which  have  always  been 
eSientia.lv  the  fame,  though  gradually  increafi  g  The  church  be- 
fore  the  fl  ->od,  waa  built  on  the  foundation  of  thofe  revelations  of 
Chrtft  Which  were  g^ven  to  Adam,  and  Abel,  and  Enoch,  of  whfeb 

W<f  ®;ave  an  aceounn'n  5f!C  former  chapter*  of  Genefis,  and  sihers 
0i  she  I  ke  import.  The  chuich  after  the  flood,  was  built  on  tbs 
foundation  of  the  revelation*  made  to  Noah  snd  Abraham,  to  Mci- 
chifedek,  and  Jacob,  to  Jofeph,  J ob,  and  other  holy  men  of 
whom  we  have  account  in  the  fcriptures,  or  other  revelations 
ghat  were  to  the  fame  purpofe.  And  after  this  the  church  depended 
on  the  feripture*  themfcJvcs  as  they  gradually  in  ere  a  fed  ;  fo  that 
the  church  of  God  hae  alw  ys  been  built  on  the  foundation  of  divine 
revelation,  and  always  on  thofe  revelations  that  were  efTentially- 
the  fame,  and  which  are  fum manly  comprehended  in  the  holy 

fcriptures,  sod  ever  force  about  Mofes  $  time  have  been  built  on  the 
fcriptures  themfdves. 

So  that  the  opposition  which  has  been  made  to  tbs  church  of 
God  in  al!  ages,  has  always  been  again#  the  fame  religion,  and 
the  fame  revelation.  Now  therefore  the  violent  and  perpetual 
opposition  that  has  ever  been  made  by  the  corruption  and  wicked- 
nefs  of  mankind  again#  this  church,  is  strong  argument  of  the 
truth  of  this  religion,  and  this  revelation,  upon  which  this  church 
baa  always  been  built.  Contraries  are  well  argued  one  with  a- 
Bother.  We  may  well  and  fafely  argue,  that  a  thing  is  good,  ac+ 
gofdmg  to  the  degree  of  oppofmon  in  which  it  (lands  to  evil,  or 
She  degree  in  which  evil  oppofes  it,  sod  n  an  enemy  to  it.  We 
may  well  argue,  that  a  thing  is  light,  by  tbs  great  enmity  which 
darknefs  hag  to  it.  Now  It  is  evident  by  she  things  which  vot*  have 
heard  concerning  the  church  of  Chrift,  and  that  the  holy  religion 
of  Tefus  Chrift  which  is  has  profefT^d,  that  the  wickedaefs  of  the 
world  has  bad  a  perpetual  hatred  to  It,  and  has  made  moft  violent 
oppofoion  again#  ft 


That  the  church  of  God  has  always  met  with  great  oppofitioa 
/in  the  world,  none  can  deny.  This  is  plain  by  profane  hiftcry  a9 
far  as  that  re^chea  ;  and  before  that,  divine  hiilory  gives  us  the 
fame  account.  The  church  o*  God,  and  its  religion  and  worship, 
began  to  be  oppofed  in  Cain's  and  Abel's  time,  and  was  fo  when 
the  earth  was  filled  with  violence  in  Noah's  time.  Alter  this,  how 
was  the  church  oppofed  in  Egypt  !  and  how  was  the  church  of 
Ifrae!  always  hated  by  the  nations  round  about,  agreeable  to  that  ia 
Jer.  xii.  g.  ft  Mine  heritage  is  unto  me  as  a  fpeckled  bird,  the 
birds  round  about  are  again#  her."  After  the  Babylon ifh  capiivi- 
how  was  this  church  perfccutkd  by  Antiochus  Spiphgnes  and  o- 

thers 
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thers  !  and  how  was  Chrift  perfected  when  he  was  on  earth  !  and 
bow  were  the  apodles  and  other  Christians  perfccutcd  by  the  J^vri, 
before  the  destruction  of  jerufaiem  by  the  Romans  !  How  violent 
were  that  people  againfi;  the  church  !  and  how  drcadlui  was  the  op¬ 
position  of  the  Heathen  world  againft  the  Chriftian  church 
Ibis  before  Conihntinc  !  How  great  was  their  fpite  again#  tho 
true  religion  1  Since  that,  how  yet  more  violent,  and  fpiteful, 
and  cruel,  has  been  the  oppofition  of  Antichrift  againft  the  church  ! 

There  is  no  other  fuch  inftancs  of  oppofition.  Hiftory  gives  na 
account  of  any  other  body  of  men  that  have  been  fo  hated,  and  la 
cnalicioufly  and  infatiably  purfued  and  perfected,  nor  any  thing 
like  ita  No  other  religion  ever  was  fo  maligned  age  after  age.  Th© 
nations  of  other  profefltons  have  enjoyed  their  religion  in  peace  and 
and  quietnefa,  however  they  have  differed  from  their  neighbours* 
One  nation  has  worshipped  one  fort  of  gods,  and  others  another* 
without  molefiing  or  difturbing  one  another  about  it.  AD  th© 
fpite  and  oppofition  has  been  againft  this  religion,  which  the  church 
of  Chri/t  has  profeffed.  Ail  other  religions  have  feemed  to  ihow 
an  implacable  enmity  to  this  ;  and  men  have  fceined  to  have,  from 
one  age  to  another,  fueb  a  fpite  sgain^  it,  that  they  have  fee  sued 
as  though  they  could  never  fatisfy  their  cruelty*  They  put  thclc 
inventions  upon  the  rack  to  find  out  torments  that  fbculd  dc  cruel 
enough  ;  and  yet*  -after  all,  never  feemed  to  be  iatiafied®  ibei^ 
thirft  has  never  been  fatis^ed  with  blood. 

So  that  this  is  out  of  doubt,  that  this  religion,  and  thefc  ferip* 
tures,  have  always  been  malignantly  oppofed  in  the  world,  lb© 
only  question  that  remains  it.  What  it  is  that  has  made  this  oppo¬ 
sition  ?  whether  it  be  the  wickednefs  and  corruption  of  the  world* 
or  not,  that  has  done  this  ?  But  of  this  there  can  be  no  greater 
doubt  than  of  the  other,  if  we  confider  how  csufelcfs  this  cruelty 
has  always  been,  who  the  oppofers  have  been,  and  the  manner  its 
which  they  have  oppofed.  The  oppofition  has  chiefly  been  frona 
Heathcsifm  and  Popery  ;  which  things  certainly  are  evil.  They 
are  both  of  them  very  evil,  and  the  fruits  of  the  blindnefs,  cor«* 
ruption,  and  wickednefs  of  men,  as  the  very  Deifti\  themfelye* 
confefs.  The  light  of  nature  (hows,  that  the  religion  of  Heathens, 
confining  in  the  worfhip  of  idols,  and  facrificiug  their  children  to 
them,  and  ia  obfccne  and  abominable  rites  and  ceremonies,  is 
wickednefs.  And  the  fuperAuions,  and  idolatries,  and  ufurpati- 
oni,  of  the  church  of  Rome,  are  no,  lefs  contrary  to  the  .light; 
of  nature.  By  this  it  appears,  that  this  oppofition  which  has 
been  made  againft  the  church  of  God,  has  been  made  by  wicked 
men.  With  regard  to  the  oppofition  of  the  Jews  in  Chrift’s  and 
fche  apoftles  times,  it  was  in  a  moft  corrupt  time  of  that  nation# 
when  the  people  were  generally  become  exceeding  wicked,  as  fon$ 
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M  i*r?  m'T* *•  Jo%h«  and  other*,  who  lived 
nef  fth  a  cxprefTly  fay.  That  it  has  been  mere  wicked** 

of  onnr.fr**  **  ma^c  *****  0PPofiiionf  i®  manifeft  from  the  manner 
whiSf  ^  ^  C  cxlrcaac  violence,  injufHce,  and  cruelty,  with 

k  ?*  ,Clurch  of  God  faaa  ^en  treated.  It  feemi  to  fliow  the 
the  hand  of  malignant  infernal  fpirits  in  it. 

Now  what  rcaiba  can  be  aligned,  why  the  corruption  and  wick* 
ednefs  of  the  world  fliould  fo  implacably  fet  itfelf  againt  thii  reli¬ 
gion  of  Jefus  Chrifi,  ami  againft  the  fcriptiifcs,  but  only  that  they 
a^e  contrary  to  wlckednefr,  and  consequently  are  good  and  holy  t 

ny  mould  ibe  enemies  of  Christ,  for  fo  many  thoufand  years 
together,  manifeft  fuch  a  mortal  hatred  of  this  religion,  but  only 
t  at  it  is  the  caufs  °f  dod  ?  if  the  feriptures  be  not  the  word  of 
fcro^and  the  religion  of  the  church  ofChrift  be  not  the  true  religion,, 
then  it  mufHollbw,  that  it  is  a  mofc  wieked  religion  •  nothing 
but  a  pack  of  lies  and  abominable  delufions,  invented  by  the  cne- 
mics  God  tbemfclve®*  If  thi®  were  fo,  it  is  not  likely  that  the 
enemies  of  God,  and  the  mckednefs  of  the  world,  would  have 
maintained  fuch  a  perpetual  and  implacable  enmity  again  $  it* 

^  ^  3  Sieal  argument  that  the  Chrlftian  church  and  its  relf* 
g?!>n  is  from  God, t  that  it  has  been  upheld  hitherto  through  all  the 
©ppofrtion  and  danger*  it  has  paffed  through.  That  the  church 
ot  God  and  the  true  religion,  which  has  been  fo  continually  and 
violently  oppofed,  with  fo  many  endeavours  to  overthrow  it, 
and  which  has  fo  often  been  brought  to  the  brink  of  ruin,  and  al- 
rnoft  f  wallowed  lip,  through  the  greater  part  of  fir  thoufand,  year$  * 
hat  yet  been  upheld,  does  mull  remarkably  fhovr  the  hand  of  God 
In  favour  of  the  church*  If  we  confide?  it,  it  will  appear  one  of 
the  greateft  wonders  and  miracles  that  ever  came  to  pafs.  There 
Is  nothing  dfe  like  it  upon  the  face  of  the  earth.  There  is  no  c- 
thex  fociefiy  of  men  that  has  (food  as  &he  church  has*  As  to  the 
old  worlds  which  was  before  she  Hood,  that  was  overthrown  by  a  de¬ 
luge  of  waters  :  but  yes  the  church  of  God  was  preferved.  Satan’s 
viable  kingdom  on  earth  was  then  once  entirely  overthrown  ;  but 
the  vifcble  kingdom  of  Chrift  never  has  been  overthrown.  All 
thofe  ancient  human  kingdom#  and  monarchic*  of  which  we  read, 
and  which  have  b^en  in  former  ages,  they  are  long  fince  come  to 
an  end.  Thofe  kingdoms  of  which  we  read  in  the  Old  Teftament, 
of  the  Moabite#,  the  Ammonite#,  the  Edomite#,  &c.  they  are  all 
long  ago  come  to  an  end*  Thofe  four  great  monarchies  of  the 
world  have  been  overthrown  one  after  another.  The  great  empire 
of  proud  Babylon  was  overthrown  by  the  Perfians  ;  and  then  the 
Fcrfian  empire  was  overthrown  by  the  Greeks ;  after  this  the  Gre. 
cian  empire  was  overthrown  by  the  Romans  and,  finally#  the 
Roman  empire  fell  a  faerificc  to  various  barbarous  nations.  Htre 

h  a  remarkable  fulfilment  of  she  words  of  she  text  with  refpeft  to 

other 
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ather  things,  even  the  greatcft  and  moft  glorious  of  them:  they 
ha /call  grown  old,  and  have  vanifhed  away  5  "  The  moth  has 
eaten  them  up  like  a  garment,  the  worm  eaten  them  like  wool}  *  but 

vet  God’s  ehureh  remains.  J 

Never  where  there  fo  many  and  fo  potent  endeavours  to  deftroy 

any  thing  elfe,  as  there  have  been  to  deftroy  the  church.  0t he? 
kingdoms  and  focieties  of  men,  which  have  appeared  to  be  ten 
times  as  ftrong  as  the  church  of  God,  have  been  ckfkoyed  with  an 
hundredth  part  of  the  opposition  which  the  church  of  God  has  met 
with  :  which  (hows,  that  it  is  God  who  has  been  the  protestor  of 
the  church.  For  it  is  moft  plain,  that  it  has  not  upheld  itfelf  by 
its  own  ftrength.  For  the  moft  part,  it  has  been  a  very  weak  fo- 
ciety.  They  have  been  a  little  flock  :  fo  they  were  of  old.  The 
children  of  Ifrael  were  but  a  fmall  handful  of  peop!e,in  comparifon 
of  the  many  who  often  fought  their  overthrow.  And  fo  in  Chriffs 
time,  and  in  the  beginning  of  the  Chriftian  church  after  Cbrift's 
refurredtion,  they  were  but  a  remnant  2  whereas  the  whole  multitude 
of  the  Jewifh  nation  were  againft  them.  And  fo  in  the  beginning 
of  the  Gentile  church,  they  were  but  a  fmall  number  in  companion 
with  the  Heathen,  who  fought  their  overthrow.  And  fo  in  the 
dark  times  of  Antichrift,  before  the  Reformation,  they  were  bug 
s  handful ;  and  yet  their  enemies  could  never  overthrow  them.  It 
has  commonly  been  fo,  that  the  enemies  of  the  church  have  not  only 
had  the  greateft  number  of  their  iidc,  but  they  have  had  the  ftiength 
of  their  fide  in  other  refpc&i.  They  have  commonly  had  all  the 
civil  authority  of  their  fide.  So  it  was  in  Egypt  :  the  civij 
authority  was  ©f  the  fide  of  the  Eygptianf,  and  the  church  were 
only  their  flaves,  and  were  in'  their  hands ;  and  yet  they  cou!4 
not  overthrow  them.  Bo  it  was  in  the  time  of  the  psifceution  of 
Antiochus  Epiphanes  s  the  authority  wss  all  on  the  ftde  of  the  per- 
fecutori,  and  the  chureh  was  under  their  dominion  ;  and  yet  all 
tbsir  cruelty  could  not  extirpate  it.  So  it  was  afterwards  in  the 
time  of  the  Heathen  Roman  government.  And  fo  it  was  in  the 
time  of  Julian  the  apoftate,  who  did  his  utmoft  to  overthrow  the 
Chriftian  church,  and  to  reftore  Heathcnifm.  So  it  has  been  for 
the  moft  part  fince  the  rife  of  Antichrift  :  for  a  great  many  ages, 
the  civil  authority  was  all  on  the  fide  of  Antichi  1ft,  and  the 
church  feemed  to  be  in  their  hands. 

Not  only  has  the  ftrengih  of  the  encmiss  of  the  church  bee® 
greater  than  the  ftrength  of  the  church,  but  ordinarily  the  church 
has  not  ufed  what  ftrength  they  have  had  in  their  own  defence*  but 
have  committed  themfelves  wholly  to  God.  Se  it  was  in  the  time 
of  the  Jewifti  perfections  before  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem  by 
the  Romans  ;  and  fo  it  was  in  the  time  of  the  Heathen  perfections 
before  Conftantine  5  the  Chriftian*  did  not  only  not  rife  up  in  arms 
to  defend  themfelves,  but  they  did  not  p.ctend  to  make  any  forcible 
tefiftence  to  their  Heathen  perfecutcrs.  So  it  has  for  the  moft  part 

been 


tit 


A  HISTORY  of 


bec.i  un.er  the  Popifli  perfections  ;  and  yet  they  have  never  been 
able  to  overthrow  the  church  of  God  ;  but  it  ftands  to  this  verv  day. 

t  trn  uftt',  the  more  ^  reeding  wonderful,  jf  we  cot,fid<.;  how 
o^ten  ^hc  courch  has  been  brought  to  the  brink  of  ruin,  and  the  cafe 
,Z  to  be  defperate,  and  all  hope  gone,  snd  they  feemed  to  be 
lw  alio- ted  up  In  the  time pf  , be  old  world,  when  wickerfneft  fo 
preva oed.  >s  that  Out  on-  fam.ly  was  left,  yet  God  wonderfully  np- 
Pearcd*  «nd  overthrew  the' wicked  world  with  a  flood,  and  r  ,-cferv- 
ed  hu  chureh.  So  at  the  Red  fea,  when  Pharoah  and  his  boft 
thoush  they  were  quite  furq  of  their  prey  5  yet  God  appeared,  and 
defl  .oyeti jhem,  and  delivered  his  chinch,  So  «•*»  it  from  time  to 
tune  i„  the  church  of  Ifrael,  a*  has  been  fhrnvn.  So  under  the 
tenth  and  laft  Heathen  perfection,  their  petfeeator*  bocAcd  that 
now  they  had  done  the  bufinef.  for  the  Chrifiiani,  and  had  over¬ 
grown  tile  Chriftian  church  ;  yet  m  the  midft  of  their  triumph,  the 
-hriihan  church  rifei  out  of  the  dufi  and  prevails,  and  the  Heathen 
empire  totally  fails  before  it.  So  when  theChri/Han  church  feemed 
ready  to  be  fwaliowed  up  by  the  Asian  berefy  ;  fo  when  Antichrift 
rofe  and  prevailed,  and  all  the  world  wondered  after  the  beaft,  and 
the  church  for  many  hundred  year*  was  reduced  to  fueh  a  fmali 
number,  and  fccined  to  be  hidden,  and  the  power  of  the  world  wa* 
Pn8a8ed  ,0  deftroy  thoie  little  remainders  of  the  chuich  ; '  yet  they 
could  never  fully  accomplish  their  delign,  and  at  laft  God  wonder¬ 
fully  revived  nis  church  in  the  time  of  the  Reformation,  and  made 
r?  to  ftand  a*  it  were  on  its  feet,  in  the  fight  of  it*  enemies,  and 
Fsifed  ii  out  of  their  reach,  So  fince,  when  the  Popifh  powers  have 
plotted  the  overthrow  of  the  Reformed  church,  and  have  feemed 
juft  a, .out  to  bring  their  matters  to  a  conclulion,  and  to  finilh  their 
rfehgn,  thenGod  has  wonderfully  appeared  for  the  deliverance  of  hi® 
church,  a*  it  was  In  the  time  of  the  Revolution  by  King  William.- 
So  it  has  been  from  time  to  time :  prefently  after'the  darkeft  times 
of  the  church,  God  has  made  his  church  moft  glorioufly  to  floutifls. 

I  f  luch  a  prefervation  of  the  church  of  God,  from  the  beginning 
of  the  world  hitherto,  attended  with  fuch  circumftances,  is  not  fuf- 
ficient  toflmv  a  divine  hand  in  favour  of  it,  what  can  be  devifed 
that  would  be  fuflic'cnt  ?  But  if  this  be  from  the  divine  band,  then 
G  x!  owns  the  church,  and  owns  her  religion,  and  owns  that  reve¬ 
lation  -and  thofe  feriptures  on  which  fee  is  built  ;  and  fo  it  will  fol¬ 
low,  that  their  religion  is  the  true  religion,  or  God’s  religion,  and 
that  the  feriptures,  winch  they  make  their  rule,  are  his  word. 

(3)  _  We  may  daw  tots  further  argument  for  the  divine  authori¬ 
ty  of  the  feriptures  from  what  ha*  been  faid,  viz.  that  God  has  fo 

fulfilled  thofe  things  which  are  foretold  in  the  feriptures. _ I 

have  already  obfervad,  as  I  went  along,  how  the  prophecies  of  the 
feripture  were  fulfilled  :  I  Shall  now  therefore  fingle  out  but  two 
«aftaaces  of  the  fulfilment  of  feripture  prophecy.  ( 1) 
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(i)  One  is  in  prefcrving  his  church  from  being  ruined.  I  bars 
juft  now  fhown  what  en  evidence  this  is  of  the  divide  authority  of 
the  feriptures  in  itfcll  confidcred:  1  now  fpeak  of  it  as  a  fulfilment 
of  feripeure -prophecy#  This  is  abundantly  foretold  and  promif- 
ed  in  the  feripturer,  as  particularly  in  the  text  ;  there  it  is  foretold 
that  other  things  fhould  fail,  ether  kingdoms  and  monarchies,  which 
fet  themfdves  inoppofitioo,  fhould  come  to  nothing  :  *i  The  moth 
fhowld  eat  them  up  like  a  garment,  and  the  worm  fhould  eat  them 
like  wool."  So  it  has  in  fa£l  come  to  paiV  But  it  is  here  foretold* 
that  God**  covenant -mercy  to  his  church  fhould  continue  for  ever  , 
and  fo  it  hath  hitherto  proved,  tho*  now  it  be  fo  many  ages  fincc, 
and  though  the  church  has  p*fTe;i  through  fo  many  dangers.  The 
fame  is  promifed,  If.  liv,  17 .  **  No  weapon  that  is  formed  2- 
gainft  thee,  fhall  profper  ;  and  every  tongue  that  (hail  rife  sgainfl 
the  in  judgement,  thou  (halt  condemn.*’  And  again.  If.  kHx. 

15.  16.  “  But  Zion  faid.  The  Lord  hath  -for  fatten  me,  ^  and  rpy 
Lord  hath  forgotten  me.  Can  a  wonasn  forget  her  fucking  child, 
that  fitould  not  have  companion  on  the  fon  of  her  wdmb?  yea, they 
may  forget,  yet  will  I  not  forget  thee.  Behold-,  l  have  graven  thee 
upon  the  palms  of  ray  hands,  tby  wall?  are  continually  before  m'f  •  * 
The  f  me  is  promifed  again  in  If.  !ix.  21.  and  If.  1#  2  + 

and  Zcch.  xii.  2.  3,  So  Chrift  promifes  she  fame,  when  he  fay*, 
**  On  this  rock  will  I  build  my  church,  and  the  gates  of  hell  (hall 
not  prevail  sgainft  it.”  Now  if  this  be  not  from  God,  and  the 
feriptures  be  noti  the  word  of  God,  and  the  church  of  Chrift  built  on 
the  foundation  of  this  word  be  not  of  God,  bow  could  the  perfont 
who  foretold  this,  know  i:  ?  for  if  the  church  were  not  of  God,  i* 
was  a  very  unlikely  thing  ever  to  come  to  pafs.  For  they  foretold 
the  great  oppofirion,  and  the  great  danger*,  and  alfo  foretold  that 
other  kingdoms  fhould  come  to  nought,  and  that  the  church  fhould 
often  be  aim  oft  fwallowed  up,  as  it  were  eafy  to  (how,  and  yet 
foretold  that  the  church  fhould  remain.  Now  how  could  they 
forefee  fo  unlikely  a  thing  but  by  divine  infpiration  ? 

(2)  The  other  remarkable  inftanee  which  I  (hall  mention  of  the 
fulfilment  of  fcripture-prophecy,is  in  fulfillingwbat  is  foretold  con* 
cerning  Antichrift,  a  certain  great  oppoferof  Chrift  and  bis  king¬ 
dom.  The  way  that  this  Antichrift  fhcald  arife.  is  foretold,  viz* 
not  among  the  Heathen,  or  tbofe  nations  that  never  profefiedChrif- 
tianity  ;  but  that  he  fhould  arife  by  the  spoftafy  arid  falling  away 
of  the  Cbriftian  church  into  a  corrupt  ftaic  :  2  Theft  ii.  3.  “  Fo” 
that  day  (hall  net  come,  except  there  come  a  falling  away  firfir, 
*  and  that  man  of  fin  be  revealed,  the  fon  of  perdition.” — —It  is 
prophefied,  that  this  Antichrift,  or  man  of  fin,  fhould  be  one,  that 
fhould  fet  hi mfelf  up  in  the  temple  or  vsfible  church  of  God,  pre¬ 
tending  to  be  veiled  with  the  power  of  God  himfelf,  as  head  of  the 

church 


e’jurcb,  win  th*  fame  chap.  rerf.  4.  Ail  this  1*3  txn&lr  com* 

^Pa  /  *n  ,1.le  c^rch  ot  Rotae*  Again,  it  is  intimated,  that  ths 
Ukf  Aotichrift  foould  be  gradual,  aa  there,  verf.  7.  “  For  <-b* 

ZlnJ  °fSui?  d‘f  *lresdy  VV0lk :  01,1  y  h'  «ho  now  ietteth, 
wili  let,  until  be  be  taken  out  oS  the  way"  This  alfo  came  to 

pais.— -——Again,  it  is  prophefied  of  fuch  a  great  and  mirij.y  e. 

Beaty  of  the  Chriftian  church,  that  he  Qpuid  be  a  great  ntfnrj  o» 

aionarch  of  the  Roman  empire  :  f0  he  is  reprefented  as  an  horn  of 

Che  fourth  btaft  in  Daniel,  or  fourth  kingdom- or  monarchy  upon 

earth,  as  toe  angel  birafsU  explains  it,  2S  you  may  fee  of  the  little 

horn  la  the  7th  chapter  of  Daniel.  This  ai/o  case  to  paf,.— . 

“  ‘‘ Pr°Phefifd> that  *=  feat  of  this  great  prince,  or  pretended 
vicsr  ot  God,  and  head  of  his  church,  toould  be  la  the  city  ofRome 

I,  l' .  }a  f‘a  1  e^speer  of  Revelation,  it  is  faid  exprefsfy,  that 
Che  fpiriiual  whore,  or  faife  church,  fcould  have  her  feat  on  feven 
mountains  or  hills  :  Rev.  rvi*.  9.  «  The  feven  heads  are  feven 
mountains,  on  which  the  wcmiifn  fistetb  and  in  the  laft  verfe  of 
the  chapter,  it  is  faid  »sprci%,  *f  The  woman  which  thou  faweft, 
it  that  great  city,  which  reignetb  over  the  kings  of  the  earth  ■/ 
which  it  is  certain  was  at  that  time  the  city  of  Rome.  This  pro¬ 
phecy  alfo  has  come  to  pafs  in  the  church  of  Rome. 

Further,  it  was  prophefied,  that  this  Antichrift  fhould  reign  ove» 
peoples,  and  multitudes,  and  nations,  and  tongues.  Rev.  xvii.  ic.  • 

ikouSd  wonder  after  the  beaft,  Rev.  xiii.  $ ! 
'iihls  alfo  came  topafs  in  the  ehurch  of  'Rome,  It  was  foretold  tha* 
Shu  Antichrift  iiould  be  eminent  and, "remark able  for  the  fin  of  pride.* 
pretending  »o  great  things,  and  alfuming  very  much  to  himfelf  :  fo 
m  the  foremen  tinned  place  ic  Theflalonians,  “  That  he  ftould  ex- 
^  above  §a  that  is  called  God/r  or  that  is  irorflbiped.  So 

Rsv,  sill-  §.  il  And  there  was  given  unto  him  a  mouth  fpc&king 
great*  things,  andblafphemtes,”  Dan.  vii,  20.  the  little  horn  is 
laid  to  have  a  mouth  fpeaking  very  great  thing*,  and  his  look  to 

be  rafre  ^out  «*««  fellows.  This  alfo  came  to  pafs  in  thcPope, 
and  the  church  of  Rome^y— It  was  alfo  prophefied,  that  An- 
ttcnriit  (liould  bean  exceeding  cruel  perftcutor,  Dan,  yii,  21* 
M'hc  f&sachorn  made  Tar  with  the  faints, and  prevailed  again/!  these* 
Rev.  ziiig  fS  And  it  was  given  unto  him  to  make  war  with  the 
fahts,  and  to  overcome  them.”  RC7.  xvii.  6.  “  And  I  faw  the 
woman  drunken  with  the  blood  of  the  faints,  and  with  the  blood  of 
She  martyrs  of  Jefus  M  •  This  alfo  came  to  paf*  in  the  church  of 
Roms.  —  It  was  fomrtd*  that  Anticbrift  fiiould  excel  in 
craft  and  policy  :  Dan,  vii.  8.  "  la  this  horn  were  eyes  like  the 
eyes  of  a  man.”  And  verf.  20.  «  Even  fo  that  horn  that  had 
eye§.M  This  alfo  came  to  pafs  in  the  church  .0*  Rome.— It 

foretold,  th&s  the  kings  of  Chuftc&dom  lhould  be  fubjeft  to 

Aatichrift ; 
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AntirlrW  :  Rev-  *vii.  12.  ij.  “  And  the  ten  horn*  which 
thou  fawefl,  are  ten  kingt.which  have  recetved.no  ktngdom.  a.yet, 
but  receive  power  at  kings  one  hour  with  the  beaft.  Thefe  ha  ^ 
one  mind,  aad  fkall  give  theifjpowcr  *nd  ftrerfith  unto  the  beaft. 
This  al to  came  to  pafs  with  rcfpe&  to  the  Rom  church.—*  « 
was  foretold,  that  he  ihould  perform  pretended  muac.cs  and  y*ng 
wonders  :  z  Thef.  it.  9.  “  Who ft  coming  is  after  the  working  9* 

Satan,  with  aU  power,  and  figns,  and  lying  wonders.  Xcr.  *ui. 

I  a.  14.  "  And  he  doth  great  wonders,  fo  that  he  maketn  nre  com® 
down  from  heaven  on  the  earth,  in  the  fight  of  men,  and  deceive* 
tfcm  that  dwell  on  the  earth,  by  tht  means  of  thofe  miracles  whicla 
he  had  power  to  do  in  the  fight  of  thebe-aft."  This  alfo  came  t© 
pafs  in  the  church  of  Rome.  Fire’s  coming  down  from  heaven^ 
feemed  to  have  reference  to  their  excommunications,  which  were 
dreaded  like  fire  from  heaven.  — —  It  was  foretold,  that  fee 
ffeould  forbid  to  marry,  and  to  abftaia  from  meats  :  1  Tim,  iv.  3* 
**  Forbidding  to  marry,  and  commanding  to  abftain  frorn^  meats, 
which  God  hath  created  to  be  received  with  thankfgiving."  This 
alfo  is  exactly  fulfiled  in  the  church  of  Rome.— It  was  fore¬ 
told,  that  he  (hould  be  very  rich,  and  arrive  at  a  great  degree  c* 
earthly  fplendor  and  glory  1  Rev.  svii.  4*  *s  woman  w&s 

arrayed  in  purple,  and  fcarlet  colour,  and  decked  with  gold 
precious  ftones,  and  pearls,  having  a  golden  cup  in  her  hand/9 
And  fo  chap,  xviii.  7,  it.  13.  16.  This  alfo  is  come  to  pafs 
with  refpeft  to  the  church  of  Rome.— —It  was  foretold,  that  he 
foodd  forbid  any  to  buy  or  fell,  without  they  had  his  mark  :  Rev© 
xiit.  17.  €t  And  that  no  man  might  buy  or  felt,  fave  he.  that  had 
the  mark  of  the  bead,  or  the  number  of  bis  name."  This  alfo  if 
fulfilled  in  the  church  of  Rome,— It  was  foretold,  that  he 


Should  fell  the  fouls  of  men,  Rsv.  xviii.  13.  where,  in  enumera¬ 
ting  the  articles  of  his  merchandise,  tit  fouls  of  mm  are  mentioned 
as  one.  This  alfo  is  exadly  fulfilled  in  the  fame  church,- — -  It 
was  foretold,  that  Antichrifi  would  not  fuffer  the  bodies  of  God's 
people  to  be  put  into  graves :  Rev.  xi,  8*  9.  And  their  dead 
bodies  fball  lie  in  the  fireet  of  the  great  city,  —  and  they  —  fhal! 
not  fufifer  their  dead  bodies  to  ba  put  in  graves/'  This  alfo  has 
literally  come  to  pafs  with  wijpiCl  to  the  church  of  Rome*— I 
might  mention  many  other  things  which  war®  foretold  of  Antichrift^ 
or  that  great  enemy  of  tfct  church  fo  often  fpoken  of  in,  fcripttsre, 
and  (how  that  they  were  fulfiled  moft  cza&ly.  in  Fops  and  the 
church  of  Rome, 

How  ftrong  an  argument  h  this,  that  the  {captures  are  the  word 
of  God  >  *  , 

2.  But  I  come  now  to  a  fesond  inference  j  which  h  this  :  From 
what  has  been  we muy  learn  what  the  fpiiit  of  true  Ohiiftians 
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Science  ZtU-  ffe?£  SldnsGod  h4s  fo  it  In  hi,  pro- 

mn  of  f  b“  CHUf  ft°Uld  '°r  f0  lon8  a  tW,  for  the  greater 

oill  7‘any;g"’bi  lfl  S  fuffi(iR8  and  often  »* 

AifSi!!?  eff"fUfl?r“g,W*  ma>  1 »«Wc.*tt  thejfpirit  of  the  true 

“fr®  pin‘*  «°«7^od  niver  would  have  ordered  fo 

"ate  and  1  g  n  /  :  for  doub!ie^God  accommodate,  the 

£ate  anfl  circurnitanc€i  of  the  church  to  th-  fr  'irh  u  u 

*•&  *• *»  »■  *»  w*  1..;  frz 

•  Chill,  on  eho.el.  fcr  .he  mo,  p.„  »„  b„,  „d..  f„  M,  * 

5S,nirr?er  °w  that  Chrift  foniuch  Inculcated  upon  fai* 
dtfctpk,,  that  ,t  wa,  neceffary,  that  If  any' would  be  his  difcinle.! 

.hey  muff  deny  them<elveMnd  take  up  their  crof,  and  follow  him.5 

■  e  may  argue,  that  the  fpirir  of  the  true  church  of  Chrift  is  . 

Offering  i pint,  by  the  fpirit  the,  church  has  (hown  and  excercifed 

,T>de.‘.fi“  i  ffTL3jCbi  3,lhia,'y.  under  thofe  terrible  perfecu- 
tt on ,  though  which  (he  ha,  pallid,  rather  cbofen  to  undergo  thofe 

dreadfyi  torment,,  and  to  fell  all  for  the  pearl  of  great  pric!  to  fuf- 

C0UW  than to rcnounceChrift 

H-,:‘a-7  fUrul*hi*  us  wth  a  *•*»*  number  of  re. 

'bun-*tV"ft  T*’  1“  ia  V!ClV  3  8iesI  doud  of  wttoeffe,.  Thi, 
abunlantly  confirm,  the  neccffity  of  being  of  a  fpirit  to  fell  all  for 

.  "  '  *°  rfn0Unc*  c“r  own  csfe»  our  own  worldly  profit,  and 

honour,  and  our  all,  for  him,  and  for  the  gofpel. 

Let  ur  inquire,  whether  we  are  of  fuch  a  fpirit.  How  doe,  it 
prove  upon  trial  ?  Doe,  it  prove  in  faft  that  we  are  willing  to  deny 
fcur.etve,,  and  renounce  our  own  worldly  intereft,  and  to  oafs 
through  the  mil*  to  which  we  are  called  in  providence  ?  Ala,, how 
fmall  are  our  trial,,  compared  with  thofe  of  many  of  our  fellow 
Utnftian,  in  former  age, !  I  would  on  this  occafion  apply  that  fo 
Jer.  xv.,  j;  “  If  thou  haft  run  with  the  footmea,  and  they  wea¬ 
ried  thee,  then  how  can  ft  thou  contend  with  horfc,  ?”  ff  you 

have  not  been  able  to  endure  the  light  trials  to  which  you  have  been 
*alkd  in  thi,  age,  and  in  this  land,  how  would  you  be  able  to 
endure  the  far  greater  trials  to  which  the  church  ha,  been  called  in 
former  ages  ?  Every  true  uhrilfian  ha,  the  fpirit  of  a  msVtyr,  and 
would  fuffer  at  a  martyr,  if  he  were  called  to  it  in  providence. 

3/  Hence  we  learn  what  great  realon  we  have,  aiTuredly  to 
expect  the  fulfilment  of  what  yet  remain,  to  be  fulfilled  of  thing, 

foretold  in  feripturc.  The  feripmres  foretel  many  great  things  ye, 
to  be  fulfilled  before  the  end  of  the  world.  But  there  feem  to  be 
great  difficulties  in  the  way  We  feem  at  prefent  to  be  very  far 
from  fuch  a  ftate  a,  i,  foretold  ia  the  feripture,  ;  but  we  have  a. 
bundant  reafoh  to  expefl.  that  thefe  thing,,  however  feetningly  dif- 
ficult.  will  yet  be  accompliflied  in  their  feafon.  We  fee  the  faith, 
M&efe  of  God  to  his  hitherto,  Hoty  true  hu  God  beea 


to  bis  church,  and  remembered  his  mercy  from  generation  to  gene¬ 
ration  !  We  th?.y  fay  concerning  what  God  has  doile  hnacrto  for 
Life  church,  as  Jofhua  fsid  to  the  the  children  of  Ifrael,  Jofla.  xxvu 
14.  (i  That  not  one  thing  hath  failed  of  ail  that  the  Lord  our  God 
hath  fpoken  concerning  his  church  but  all  things  ar*  hitherto 
come  to  pafs  agreeable  to  the  divine  prcdi&ion.  This 
ftrengthen  our  faith  in  thofe  promifes,  and  encourage  us,  and  n*r 
us  up  to  earneft  prayer  to  God  for  the  accomphlhmcut  of  die  g.eat 

and  glorious  things  which  yet  remain  to  be  fulfilled*  ^ 

It  has  already  been  fhown  how  the  fuccefs  of  Chrift  s  redemp¬ 
tion  was  carried  on  through  various  periods  down  to  the  prefent 

time.  v.  '  •  * .  , 

4thly.  I  come  now  to  (how  how  the  iuccefs  ofChrift  s  redemption 

will  be  carried  on  from  the  prefent  time,  tiiiAntichrift  is  fallen  ,ahd 

Satan  s  vifible  kingdom  on  earth  is  deftroyed. - -And  with  itU 

pc£l  to  this  fpace  of  time,  we  have  nothing  to  guide  us  but  the 
prophecies  of  feripture.  Through  moft  of  the  time  from  the  fall 
of  man  to  the  deftru&ion  of  Jerufalem  By  the  Romani,  we  had 
feripture*  hiftory  to  guide  us  ;  and  from  thence  to  the  prefent  time 
we  had  prophecy,  together  with  the  accomplifhmcnt  of  it  in  pro¬ 
vidence,  as  related  in  human  histories.  But  henceforward  we  have 
only  prophecy  to  guide  us.  Here  I  would  pais  by  thofe  thing*  that 
a?e  only  conjectural,  or  that  arc  furmifed  by  fomc  from  thofe  pro« 
phccies  which  are  doubtful  in  their  interpretation,  and  Bull  infift 
only  on  thofe  things  which  are  more  clear  ind  evident. 

We  know  not  what  particular  events  are  to  come  to  pafs  before 
that  glorious  work  of  God’s  Spirit  begins,  by  which  Satan'*  king¬ 
dom  i*  to  be  overthrown.  By  the  confcnt  of  moft  divine*,  there 
are  but  few  things,  if  any  at  all,  thaft  are  foretold  to  be  accomplilh- 
ed  before  the  beginning  of  that  glorious  work  of  God.  Some 
think  the  flaying  of  the  witness,  Rev.  xi.  7.  8.  is  not  yet  accdm- 
plifotd.  So  divine*  di&r  with  refpeft  to  the  pouring  out  of  the 
feven  vials,  of  which  we  have  ah  account.  Rev.  xvi.  how  mdny 
afe  already  poured  out,  or  hbw  many  remain  to  be  poured  out  • 
though  a  late  expofitor,  whom  I  have  before  mentioned  to  you* 
items  to  make  it  very  plain  and  evident,  that  all  are  already  pour¬ 
ed  out  but  two,  viz  the  fixth  on  the  river  Euphrates,  and  the  fe- 
venth  into  the  air.  But  1  will  not  now  Hand  to  inquire  what  is  in* 
tended  by  the  pouring  blit  of  the  fixth  vial  on  the  river  Euphrates, 
that  the  way  of  the  kings  of  the  caft  may  be  prepared  ;  but  only 
would  fay,  that  it  feemi  to  be  fomething  immediately  preparing  the 
way  for  the  dcftru&ion  of  the  fpiritual  Babylon,  as  the  drying  u, 
of  the  river  Euphrates,  which  rah  through  the  midft  old 
Ion,  was  what  prepared  the  way  of  the  kings  of  the  Medes  and  Per^ 
funs,  the  kings  of  the  caft*  to  come  in  under  the  walls*  and  def» 
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feut  whatever  this  be,  it  does  not  appear  that  it  is  any  thing 
tohinh  fh  til  pe  acconopliftted  before  that  work  of  God’s  Spirit  is  be¬ 
gun  by  which,  as  it  goes  on,  S  'tan’s  vifiblc  kingdom  on  earth  ibill 
be  utterly  overthrown.  Therefore  I  would  proceed  dire&ly  to  con- 
lid?  Vk  feripture  rf veals  concerning  the  work  of  God  hfclf, 
by  whica  he  will  bring  about  this  great  event,  a3  being  the  next 
thing  which  is  to  be  accomplished  that  we  are  certain  of  from  the 
prophecies  of  fenpune. 

Fit  ft,  1  would  obfetve  two  things  in  general  concerning  it, 
i ,  We  have  all  reafoo  to  conclude  from  the  feripture*,  that  juft 
btsfore  Urn  work  of  Gid  begins,  it  will  be  a  very  dark  time  with 


ft fp:Gi  to  die  interefts  of  religion  in  the  world.  It  has  been  fo  be¬ 


fore  thofe  glorious  revivals  of  religion  that  have  been  hitherto,  it 
was  fo  when  Ghrift  came  ;  it  was  an  exceeding  degenerate  time  a- 
monft  -he  jews  :  and  fo  it  W39  a  very^dark  time  before  the  Refor¬ 
mation.  Not  only  fo,  but  it  feems  to  be  foretold  in  icripturc* 
that  h  Ik'il!  bo  a  time  of  but  little  religion,  when  Chrift  fhall  come 
to  fet  up  hia  kingdom  in  the  world.  Thus  when  Chrift  fpsks  of 
his  comingj  to  encourage  hia  elect,  who  cry  to  him  day  and  night, 
in  Luke  xv-iii.  8,  he  adds  this,  Ncverthelefs,  “  when  the  Son 
of  man  cometh,  fhal!  he  find  faith  on  the  canh  ?”  W  hich  fee  ms  to 
denote  a  great  prevalency  of  infidelity  juft  before  Chriit  s  ccming 
to  avenge  his  fufFeriog  church.  Though  Cbrift  s  coming  at 
the  laft  judgement  is  not  here  to  be  excluded,  yet  there  feems  to 
be  a  fpsciai  re fpc£l  to  his  coming  to  deli  ver  his  church  from  their 
long  con li Quad  fuffcririg  perfect  red  fta:e,  which  is  acccmplilbcd 
only  at  his  coming  at  the  deftruCtlon  of  Antichrift.  Thar  time  that 
the  elect  cry  to  God,  ss  in  Rev.  vi.  io.  “  How  long,  O  Lord, 
holy  and  true,  doft  thou  not  judge  and  avenge  cur  blood  on  them 
that  dwell  on  the  earth  ?”  and  the  time  fpoken  of  inRsv.  xviii.  20, 
Rejoice  over  her,  thou  heaven, and  ye  holy  Apofllei,  and  prophets., 
forGii  hath  avenge!  you  on  her/'  will  then  be  accompli  (he  I* 

It  i*  now  a  very  dark  time  with  refpecl  to  the  intertfts  of  re¬ 
ligion,  and  fuch  a  time  as  this  prophefied  of  in  this  place  ;  wherein 
their  is  but  little  faith,  and  a  great  prevailing  of  infidelity  oti  the 
earth.  There  is  now  a  remarkable  fulfilment  of  that  in  2  Pet.  iii.  3. 
fr Knowing  this,  that  there  ihali  come  in  the  lari  deys  feefterr, 
walking  after  their  own  lufts.’*  So  Jude,  17.  18.  t(  But  beloved, 
remember  ye  the  words  which  were  fpoken  before  of  the  apoftlet 
of  out  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  ;  how  that  they  told  you  there  fhould  be 
m0ckers  m  the  laft  time,  who  ihould  walk  after  their  own  ungodly 
.  v  Whether  the  times  ftiall  be  any  darker  dill,  or  how  much 
*  darker,  bcfc:s  the  beginning  of  this  gloiicus  work  of  God,  \u 

CZtT  There  is  no  rcafon  froa  the  word  of  God  to  think  any  other 
Am  than 
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fwiftiy#  yet  8‘»  ,  caotivity  fiiftone  company,  and 

brought  out  of  the  Babyfo.aih  capuv.ry,,^  ^  ^  ^  ^ 

then  another,  and  gradually  ream  '  gradual,  though  a 

the  Heathen  Roman  empire  Wa,  deft.oyeJ  oy  a  g  ^  ^  ^ny 

very  ftrift  prevalency  of  the  gofpel  i  3 •  •  {  Qd  wcu;,j 

hi  which  teem  to  hold  forth  at  though  ^  ^ 

be  exceeding  fwift,  and  0,  Satan’s 

very  fuddeniy  be  brought  to  pal*,  »“<*“;  J  ‘  >u  vviU  not  be 

vifible  kingdom  fhould  have  a  very  l  tbJ  relurredUon 

accomplifhid  at  once,  as  by  fomt  grea  .  b  ,  ,b;s 

of  the  dead  at  the  end  of  the  world  will  be  all  .t  once  ,  b«  jj  of 

a  work  which  will  be  accomplifhed  by  mc»r.5,  by  d-  P*  '  ,. 

a  work  wticn  wut  o  ‘  n8  of  gracc,  and  fo  ftuil 

the  gofpel,  and  the  ufe  of  h  orto  co)Tvcttcd,  and  be  the 

be  gradually  brought  to  paCt.  u!td  out  fir  ft 

means  of  others  5onvcrf.ua.  God*  ^  ftan  be  ufed 

to  rsife  up  indumenta,  and  then  tho  -  ■  i:pf  tcncd  and 

.  r  Doabilefs  one  nation  ftiall  be  cn.^te^u 

snd  fucceeded.  uouDticn  .  f  wav  cf  woritap 

converted  after  another,  one  falfe  rchg  ;  -  ?  p  .  ii  %  4.  the 

exploded  after  another.  By  the  reputation  in  D  m  ^4-  ^ 

flone  cut  out  of  the  mountains  without  hands  gr-duJ.y  f.  ’ 

Chrift  teaches  u«,  that  the  kingdom  of  heaven  J*  «»*  *  f'  .. 

snuftard-feed,  Mattb.xiu.  31.  F-  and  hkV?I“  l-.veit 
meafures  of  meal,  verfe  33.  The  fame  representation  w-  ha_  . 

Ma'kiv.  26.  27. 2B.  and  in  the  vifion  of  the  waters  o.  uefan^r , , 

The  fo  ip  lures  hold  forth  a,  though  there  fhould. 

be  feveral  fuccefiivc  great  and  glorious  events,  by  wh‘“  E  « 
rious  work  fhould  be  accompUfbed.  The  angel,  fpsucwgs.  •  • 
prophet  Daniel  of  thofe  glorious  times,  mentions  two_  g 

periods,  at  the  end  of  which  glorious  things  fhouad  be  ^P**^  _ 
rj,-  xji  11.  “  And  from  the  time  that  the  catty  ficntlcc  Hull  u. 

taken  away,  and  the  abomination  that  trnketb  defokte 

(hall  be  a  thotifand  two  hundred  and  ninety  days. 

adds  in  the  next  verfe,  “  Bleffed  is  he  that  w.iteth,  cmxm 
to  the  thoufand  three  hundred  and  five  and  thirty  day*  l  ‘u;““£ 
ting,  that  fomsthiag  very  glorious  flnuld  oe  sccompr-ui-o  '•  *•_- 
end  of  the  former  period,  but  fomethmg  much  more  g.onou  «. 

tbc  end  of  the  latter.  ■■  .  «  »  t  * 

But  I  now  proceed  to  fhow  how  this  glorious  work 

20 The  Spirit  of  God  fball  be  glorioufly  poured  cat  for  tl« 
wonderful  revival  and  propagation  of  religion.  Tew  great  wot  ~ 
lh ail  be  accomplifhed,  not  by  the  authority  of  pnnees  nor  Ly  ... 
wifdom  of  learned  men,  butbyGoisHo.ySp.au  Z.ch.  .  _/*. 

«'  Not  by  might,  nor  by  power,  but  by  my 
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Lord  of  hofls.  Who  art  tbou,  O  great  mountain  ?  before  Zenib- 
babel  t«ou  (hah  become  a  plain,  and  he  (hall  bring  forth  the  head-' 
ftone  thereof  with  fboutingi,  crying. Grace,  grace  unto  ft.”  So  the 
prophet  Ezekiel,  fpeaking  of  tbit  great  wWfe  of  Qod,  fays,  chap, 
xxxix.  29.  "Neither  will  I  hide  my  face  any  more  from  iht t.i ;  lor 
I  have  poured  out  my  Spirit  on  the  houfe  of  Ifratl,  faith  the  Lord 
God."  We  know  not  where  thii  pouring  out  of  the  Spirit  flail 
begin,  or  whether  in  many  placet  at  once,  or  whether,  what  hath 
already  been,  be  not  feme  forerunner  and  beginning  of  it. 

Thh  pouring  out  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  when  it  is  begun,’  fljal! 
foora  bring  great  multitudes  to  forefake  that  vice  ahd  wiefcedneft 
wliich  now  fo  generally  prevails,  and  fhali  cau&  that  vital  religi- 
cn9  which  is  now  fodefpifed  and  laughed  at  in  the  worlds  to  re- 
v^v'C.  The  work  of  conversion  fhail  break  forth,  and  go  on  in  fuch 
a  manner  as  never  has  been  hitherto  ;  agreeable  to  that  iti  If.  xliv. 
3.  4,  5.— God,  by  pouring  out  his  Holy  Spirit,  will  furniH* 
men  to  be*g!or!ous  ihflruments' of  carrying  on  this  work  ;  will  filj 
them  with  knowledge  and  wifdoru,  and  fervent  seal  for  the  pro¬ 
moting  the  kingdom  of  Ghrift,  and  the  falvation  of  fpulf,  and 

*■  r  ,  .  ****** 

propagating  the  gofpel  in  the  world.  So  that  thegofpd  fhail  be¬ 
gin  to  be  preached  with  abundantly  greater  clearnefs  and  power 
than  had  heretofore  been  :  for  this  grttat  work  of  Gcd  fhail  be 
brought  to  pafs  by  the  preaching  of  the  gqfpel,  as  it  is  represented, 
in  Rev,  xiv.  6  7.  8  that  before  Babylon  falls,  Che  gofpcl  fhail  be 
powerfully  preached  and  propagated  in  the  World.  * 

This  was  typified  of  old  by  the  founding  of  the  filvcr  trumpets 
in  Ifracl  in  the  beginning  of  their  jubilee;  Lev.  xxv,  9.  **  Then 

(halt  thou  caufe  the  trumpet  of  the  jubilee  to  found  on  the  tenth  day 
of  the  feventh  month  ;  on  the  day  of  atonement  fhail  yc  make 
the  tiujr.pet  found  throughout  all  your  land.'*  The  glorious  times 
'which  are  approaching,  arenas  it  were  the  church's  jubilee,  which 
fhail  be  introduced  by  the  founding  of  the  fllver  trumpet  of  the; 
gofpel,  as  is  foretold  in  If.  xxvii.  1$.  *‘Andit  (hall  come  to  pafs. 
in  that  day,  that  the  great  trumpet  (hall  be  blown,  and  they  fhali4 
cotoe  which  were  rfcady  to  pefifh  in  the  land  of  AfTyria,  and  the 
outcafts  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  and  fhail  worfhip  the  Lord  in  the 
holy  mount  at  jerufakm."  There  (ball  be  a  glorious  pouring  out 
of  the  Spirit  with  this  clear  and  powerful  preaching  of  the  gofpcl/ 
so  make  it  fuccefsful  for  reviving  tbofe  holy  do&rines  of  religion 
which  are  now  chiefly  ridiculed  in  the  world,  and  turning  many 
from  herefy,  and  from  Ropery,  and  from  other  falfe  religion  ; 
and  alfo  for  turning  many  from  their  vice  and  profaneaeft#  and  for 
bringing  vaft  multitudes  favingly  home  to  Chrift. 
s  That  work  of  convcrilon  (hall  go  on  in  a  wonderful  manner, and 

fpfead  fetors  and  more.  Many  (hall  flow  together  to  the  good-. 
rt  *, .  ~  acts 
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ads  of  the  Lord,  and  fhallcomeas  it  were  in  flocks,  one  flock 
and  multitude  after  another  continually  flowing  in,  ai  in  If.  Ix*  4. 
5.  *'  Lift  up  thine  eyes  round  about,  and  fee  ;  all  they  gather 
themfelves  together,  they  come  to  thee  ;  thy  fon»  fhall  come  from 
far,  and  thy  daughters  ftull  be  nurfed  at  thy  fide.  Then  thou  lhal* 
fee  and  flow  together.’*  And  fo  verf.  8.  “  Who  are  thefe  that 
fly  as  a  cloud,  and  as  the  doves  to  their  windows  ?’*  It  being  re- 
ptefented  in  the  forementioiied  place  in  the  Revelation,  that  the 
gbfpcl  (hall  be  preached  to  every  tongue,  and  kindred,  and  nation, 
and  people,  before' the  fall  ot  Anticbrift  ;  fo  we  may  fuppofe,  that 
it  will  foon  be  glonoufly  fucccfsful  to  bring  in  multitudes  from 
every  nation  ;  and  it  fhaii  fpread  more  and  more  with  wonderful 
fwiftnefi,and  vaft  numbeu  (bail  fuddenly  be  brought  in  as  at  once,, 
2?  you  may  fee.  If.  lxvi,  789. 

2  This  pouring  out  of  the  Spirit  of  God  will  not  affeft  the  over¬ 
throw  of  Satan  Vvffible  kingdom,  till  there  has  fit  ft  been  a  violent 
and  mighty  oppofition  made.  In  this  the  feripeure  is  plain,  that 
when  Cbrift  is  thus  glorioufly  coming  forth,  and  the  deftru&ion  of 
Anticbrift  is  ready  at  hand,  and  Satan's  kingdom  begins  to  totter, 
and  appear  to  to  be  imminently  threatened, the  powers  of  the  king¬ 
dom  of  darknefs  will  rife  up,  and  mightily  exert  themfelves  to 
prevent  their  kingdom  being  overthrown.  Thus  after  the  pouer-  < 
ing  out  of  the  fixth  vial,  which  was  to  dry  up  the  river  Euphrates, 
60  prepare  the  way  for  the  deftru&ion  of  the  fpiritual  Babylon,  it 
is  reprefented  in  Rev.  xvi.  as  though  the  powers  of  hell  will  be 
mightily  alarmed,  and  &ould  Air  up  themfelves  to  oppofe  thq 
kingdom  of  Cbrift,  before  the  feventh  and  l*ft  vial  (ball  be  poured, 
out,  which  (hall  give  them  a  final  and’  compleat  overthrow.  Wq 
have  an  account  of  the  pouring  out  of  the  fixth  in  verf.  12.  Upon 
this,  the  beloved  difciple  informs  us  that  in  the  following  vcrfci, 
that  “  three  unclean  fpirits  like  frogs  fhall  go  forth  unto  theking^ 
of  the  earth,  to  gather  them  together  to  the  battle  of  the  great  day 
of  God  Almighty.’*  This  feem*  to  be  the  laft  and  greateft effort 
Satan  to  favc  his  kingdom  from  being  overthrown  ;  though  per* 
haps  he  may  mak^e  as  great  towards  the  end  of  the  world  to  re* 
gain  it. 

When  the  Spirit  begins  to  be  fp  glorioufly  poured  forth,  and  ihet 
devil  fees  fuch  multitudes  flocking  to  Chnft  in  one  nation  and  a- 
nother,  and  the  foundations  of  his  kingdom  daily  undermining, 
and  the  pillars  of  it  breaking,  and  the  whole  ready  to  come  to 
fwift  and  fudden  dcftru&ion,  it  will  greatly  alarm  all  hell.  Satat^ 
has  ever  had  a  dread  of  having  hrs  kingdom  overthrown,  and  he 
has  been  oppofmg  of  it  ever  fince  Cbrift  s  afeenfion,  and  has  bcer\ 
doing  great  works  to  fortify  his  kingdom,  and  to  prevent  it,  ever 
feccthc  day  of  Conftantlnc  the  Greait  Tp  ibU  end  he  ha*  fet 


tip  thofc  two  mighty  kingdoms  of  Antichrift  and  Mahomet,  and 
brought  in  aii  the  Jxerdiss,  and  fupcrftitions,  and  corrupt  opinion* 
which  there  are  in  the  world.  But  when  he  fees  all  begins  to  fail 
it  will  roufe  him  exceedingly.  If  Satan  dreaded  being  caft  out  of 
the  Roman  empire,  how  much  more  docs  be  dread  being  caft  out 
of  the  whole  world  ! 

It  fccszH  as  {hough  m  this  lait  great  oppefaion  which  fhal!  be 
made  againft  the  .church  to  defend  the  kingdom  of  Satan,  all  the 
forces  of  Andehrift,  and  Mahometan  ifm,  and  Hc&ibenifm,  will 
be  united  ;  and  all  the  forces  of  Satap’a  vifihle  kingdom  through 
the  whole  world  of  mankind.  Therefore  it  is  faid,  that i(  fpints 
of  devils  (hall  go  forth  unto  the  kings  of  the  eaith,  and  of  the 
whole  world,  to  gather  them  together  to  the  battle  of  fibs  great  day 
cf  God  Almighty.*'  Thefe  fpirits  are  fgid  to  come  out  of  the 
mouth  of  the  dragon,  and  out  of  the  mouth  of  the  beafr,  and  out 
of  the  mouth  of  the  (rffc  prophets  ;  i.e,  there  ft; all  be  the  fpirit 
of  Popery,  and  the  fpirit  of  Mahoasetapifm^  and  the  fpirit  oiHea- 
t&enifm,  all  united.  By  the  beau  is  meant  Antichrift  j  by  the 
dragon,  in  this  bock,  is  commonly  mgan.tthc  devil,  as  he  reign* 
over  his  Heathen  kingdom ;  by  the  lalfc  prophet,  in  this  book,  is. 
feme  times  meant  the  Pope  and  h  is  clergy  :  but  here  an  eye  feems 
to  be  had  to  Mahomet,  whom  bi$  followers  call  a  great  prophet  of 
Qod.  Tnis  will  be  as it  were  the  dying  druggies  of  the  old  fer- 
pent :  a  battle  wherein  he  will  fight  as.  one  that  is  almoft  def perate. 

We  know  not  particularly  in  v^ha|  manner  this  oppoft-Ion  (hall 
be  made.  It  is  reprefeoted  as  a  battle  ;  is  is  called  the  battle  cf 
she  great  day  cf  God  Almj$tey*  There  will  be  fome  way  or  o* 
sfaer  a  mighty  ftruggls  between  Satans  kingdom  and  the  church, 
and  probably  in  aft  ways  cf  oppofuion  that  can  be  *  and  doubt- 
kfs  great  opposition  by  external  force  ;  wherein  the  princes  of  the^ 
world  who  are  on  the  devil  5  fide  fhs.ll  join  band  in  oand  i  for  it  is 
faid,  "  The  kings  of  the  earth  are  gathered  together  to  battle 
Rev.  xix.  19.  Probably  withal  there  will  be  a  great  oppofition  o£ 
fubtlc  difputcrs  and  carnal  reafoning,  and  great  perfccuiion  in 
many  places,  and  gre.at  oppofition  by  virulent  reproches  ,  and  alfo 
great  oppofition  by  craft  and  fubucty,  The  devil  now  doubt* -fs 
will  ply  his  fkill,  as  well  as  ftrengl’n,  to  the  utmoft.  The  devils, 
and  thofc  who  belong  to  their  kingdom,  will  every  where  be  fur¬ 
red  up,  and  engaged  to  make  an  united  and  violent  oppofition 
againft  this  holy  religion,  which  they  fee  prevailing  fo  mightily 

in  the  world  — —  But,  # 

3.  Chrift  and  his  church  (hall  in  this  battle  obtain  a  compleat 

and  entire  victory  over  their  enemies.  They  fhall  be  totally  rout¬ 
ed  and  overthrown  in  this  their  hft  effort.  Wnen  the  powers  of 

hell  and  earth  are  fhus  gathered  together  againft  Chrift,  and  hta 

•  —  *-  •  ■  ■  armies 
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r  ,  -A  bv  his  word  and  fplrit  to  fight 

armies  (hall  come  form  agatuft  them  y  d  .  rfoul  a  manner 

w  t'  ihem,  in  how  suguft,  md  \  ,  ®his  ba!tle  deferi- 

u  *i.  «**  -  “’"V" « “  Sr.. ..  z. *.  +■ 

to.yftrwUtesthiAtoeyftooId  obtain.  4  ^  ^  ^  ^ 

throw  of  their  enemies,  «  ls  ‘^’to  eat  the  great  fupper  given 
fowls  of  heaven  arc  called  together,  to  g  .  .  .»  <,  d 

«<  “d,  »r  “.«  »  2£5i.  *: 

and  then,  in  the  following  verfes,  vve  nave 

“Kl  s£«  w  -saasl^SiS 
5s*s  xsz  z&trZ&s.  lb 

Arf  th.  fc««h  »t.l  P“'d  fei’lh.  *™». 

faying,  it  is  done.”  Now  the  bufinef.  is  done  for  Satan  and 
adherents.  When  this  viftory  is  obtained,  all  is  m  effeft  done. 
Satan's  laft  and  greateft  oppofition  is  conquered  ;  all  his  me»fur 
are  defeated  ;  the  pillars  of  his  kingdom  broken  afunder,  and  will 
fall  of  courfc.  The  devil  is  utterly  baffled  and  confounded,  and 
knows  not  what  elfe  to  do.  He  now  fees  his  Anttchriftian,  and 
Mahometan,  and  Heathenifh  kingdoms  through  the  world,  all 
tumbling  about  his  ears.  He  and  his  moft  powerful  .nftruments 
are  taken  captive.  Now  that  is  in  effeft  done  which  the  church 
of  Sod  had  been  fo  long  waiting  and  hoping  for,  and  fo  earneftly 
crying  to  God  for,  faying,  “  How  long,  O  Lord,  holy  and 

true  ?”  now  the  time  is  come. 

The  angel  who  fet  his  right  foot  on  the  fea,  and  his  left  oat 
on  the  earth,  lift  up  his  hand  to  heaven,  and  f wore  by  him  that 
liveth  for  ever  and  ever,  who  created  heaven,  and  all  things  that 
therein  are,  and  the  earth,  and  the  things  that  therein  arc,  and 
the  fea,  and  the  things  which  are  therein,  that  when  the  feventh 
angel  fhould  come  to  found,  the  time  ihould  be  no  longer*  Now 
the  time  is  come  ;  now  the  feventh  trumpet  founds,  and  the  fe» 
venth  vial  is  poured  out,  both  together  ;  intimating,  that  now  all 
is  finifte  1  at  to  the  overthrow  of  Satan's  vsfible  kingdom  on  earth. 
This  vi&orv  fbali  be  by  far  the  greateft  that  ever  was  obtained 
over  Satan  and  his  adherents.  By  this  blow,  with  which  the  ftone 
cut  out  of  the  mountain  without  hands,  (hall  ftrike  the  image  of 
gold,  and  fdver,  and  brafs,  and  iron,  and  clay,  it  (hall  all  be 
broken  to  pieces.  This  will  be  a  finifhing  blow  to  the  image,  fo 
that  it  (hail  become  as  the  chaff  of  the  fummer  th rdh in g  floor. 

In  this  vi&ory  will  be  a  moft  glorious  difphy  of  divine  power. 
Chrift  (hall  therein  appear  in  the  character  of  King  of  kings,  and 

Lordoflordf,  as  in  Rev.  acix,  16}  Now  Chrift  fhall  daftt  his 

enemies. 


If 
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Cn!!^1,»e*,  eJ?Ahftfty0ngeftlndproMdfcfto|  the*'  in  pieces ;  assr 
patter  s  veffel  (hall  they  be  broken  to  {Liver*.  Then  {hall  ftrength 

own  out  of  weaknefs,  and  Chrift  fhali  caufc  hi*  church  as  it 

were  to  thre(h  the  mountains,  as  in  If.  xli.  ip  “  Behold,  I  will 
maketheeanew  !harP  threftiing-inftrument  having  teeth'  thou 
malt  threfli  the  mountain*,  and  beat  them  final!,  arid  (halt  mzkc 
he  hills  as  chaff.”  Then  (Lai!  be  fulfilled  that  in  If.xlii.  13  14.15. 

4,  5°t?fequcnt  on  tbis  viloty,  Satan's  Vifible  kingdom  on 
earth  thaj  bede/troyed*  W\jen  Satan  is  conquered  in  this  laft  bat- 
ie,  *he  church  o  Chrift  will  have  eafy  work  of  it  ;  as  when  Jp- 
irja  and  ?.he  children  of  Ifoacl  had  obtained  that  great  victory  over 
the  five  kings  of  the  Amorites,  when  the  fun  flood  ftill,  and  God 
'Cnt  great  hjj- (tones  on  their  enemies,  they  after  that  went  from 
cow  c,ty  to  another,  arid  burnt  them  with  fire:  they  had  caiy 
work  of  fubdui.ng  the  cities  and  country  to  which  thej  belonged* 
o  it  was  alfo  after  that  other  great  butte  that  Jolhua  had  wi,th 
ihat  great  multitude  at  the  Waters  of  Merdm.  So  after  this  glo¬ 
rious  victory  of  Chrift  and  his  church  over  their  enemies,  over  the 
chief  powers  of  Satan**  kingdom,  they  (ball  deftroy  that  kingdom 
ana  all  thofc  cities  and  countries  to  which  they  belonged.  After 
this  the  word  of  God  (hall  have  a  fpeedy  and  fwift  progrefs  through 
the  earth  ;  as  it  is  faid,tbat  on  the  pouring  out  of  the  feventh  vial, 
the  citic*  of  the  nations  fell,  and  every  ifland  fled  away,  and 
the  mountains  were  not  found/*  Rdr.  xvi.  19  20,  When  once 
the  ftone  cut  out  of  the  mountain  without  hand*  had  broken  the 
image  in  pieces,  it  was  eafy  to  abolifL  all  remains  of  it.  The  very 
wind  will  carry  it  away  as  ihe  chaff  of  the  fucrimer  ihrcfhtr g  floor t 
Becaufe  Satan**  vifible  kingdom  on  earth  (hall  now  be  destroyed, 
therefore  it  is  faid,  that  the  feventh  vial,  by  which  this  (hall  be done* 
ILall  be  poured  out  into  the  air  ;  which  is  reprefentedin  feripture 
as  the  fpecial  feat  of  his  kingdom  ;  for  he  in  called  the  prince  of  the 
power  of  the  dir ,  Eph.  ii.  2.  Now  is  Come  the  time  of  punilhing 
Leviathan,  that  piercing  ferpent,  of  which  we  read  in  If.  xxvii,  1. 
**  In  that  day  the1  Lord  with  hi*  fore  and  great  and  ftrong  (word, 
fhall  punifh  Leviathan  the  piercing  ferpent,  even  Leviathan,  that 
crooked  ferpent,  and  he  (ball  flay  the  dragon  th2t  is  in  the  fea/' 
Concerning  this  overthrow  of  Satan's  vifible  kingdom  on  earth, 

I  would,  1.  Show  wherein  this  overthrow  of  Satan**  vifible  king¬ 
dom  will  chiefly  confift  ;  2,  The  extent  and  univerfality  of  this 
overthrow. 

1  I  would  (Low  wherein  this  overthrow  of  Satan's  kingdom  will 
chiefly  con  fid.  I  (hall  mention  the  particular  things  in  which  it 
will  confift,  without  pretending  to  determine  in  what  order  they 
(hall  come  to  pafi,  or  which  (bill  be  accompliihed  firft,  or  whether 
they  (hall  be  accompliihed  together. 

(1)  Herefies,  and  infidelity,  and  fupsrftition,  among  tfcofe  who 

have 
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have  been  brought  up  under  the  light  of  ihegofpel,  will  then  Be  a- 
bbliihcd*  Then  there  will  be  an  end  to  Socinianifta,  an d  Aria- 
nifm,  and  Quakerifm,  and  Artninianifm  ;  and  Deifra,  which  h 
now  fo  bold  and  confident  in  infidelity,  (hall  then  be  crushed ,  and 
driven  away,  and  vanifh  tonosbing  ;  and  alifhall  agree  in  toe  iarrse 
gieat  and  important  doctrines  of  the  gofpel  ;  agreeable  to  that  in 
Zech.  xiv.  9.  §t  And  the  Lord  Sfcffl  be  king  over  all  the  earth  :  in 
that  day  (ball  there  be  one  Lord,  and  his  name  one/’  Then  Oral! 
be  abolifhed  all  fupcrfUtiaus  ways  of  worfbip,  and  all  (hall  agree 
in  worshipping  God  in  his  own  way*  :  Jer.  xxxii.  39.  “  And  I 
vyiil  give  them  one  heart,  and  one  way,  that  they  may  fear  mo 
for  ever,  for  the  good  of  them,  and  of  their  children  aftes 
them/* 

(2.)  The  kingdom  of  Andchrifi:  {hall  be  utterly  overthrown* 
His  kingdom  and  dominion  has  been  much  brought  down  alseadjt 
by  the  vial  poured  out  on  his  throne  in  the  Reformation  ,  but  ther$ 
it  fhall  be  utterly  deftroyed,  Then  fhall  be  proclaimed,  "  Baby¬ 
lon  is  fallen,  is  fallen/*  When  the  feventh  angel  found*,  “  the 
time,  times  and  half,  fhall  be  out,  and  the  time  fhall  be  no  longer/* 
Then  (hall  be  accompiifhed  concerning  Antichrift  the  things  which 
are  written  in  the  1 8th  chapter  ofRevelation  of  the  fpiritual  Baby¬ 
lon,  that  great  city  Rome,  or  the  idolatrous  Roman  government, 
that  has  for  fo  many  ages  been  the  great  enemy  of  the  Chriftiaa 
church,  fifft  under  Heathenifm,  then  under  Popery  ;  that  proud 
city  which  lifted  herfelf  up  to  heaven,  and  above  God  himfelf  ia 
her  pride  and  haughtinefs ;  that  cruel,  bloody  city, fhall  come  down 
to  the  ground#  Then  fhall  that  be  fulfilled,  If.  xxvi*  5.  t(  For  he 
bringeth  down  them  that  dwell  on  high,  the  lofty  city  he  layeth  is 
low,  he  layeth  it  low,  even  to  the  ground,  he  bringeth  it  evert 
to  the  dull/*  She  fhall  be  thrown  down  with  violence,  like  a 
great  milftone  caft  into  the  fea,  and  fhall  be  found  no  more  at  all  , 
and  fhall  become  an  habitation  of  devils,  and  the  hold  of  every 
foul  fpirit,  and  a  cage  of  every  unclean  and  hateful  bird/’  Now 
fhall  fhe  be  Gripped  of  all  her  glory,  and  riches,  and  ornaments, 
and  fhall  be  caft  out  as  an  abominable  branch,  and  fhall  be  trades* 
down  as  t  he  mire  of  the  ftreets.  All  her  policy  and  craft,  in  which 
fhe  fo  abounded,  fhall  not  faveher.  God /hall  make  his  people, 
who  have  been  fo  perfected  by  her,  to  come  and  put  their  foot: 
on  the  neck  of  of  Antichrift,  arid  he  fhall  be  their  footflool.  All 
the  ftrength  and  wifdom  of  this  great  whore  fhall  fail  her,  and 
there  fhall  be  none  to  help  her,  The  kings  of  the  earth,  who  be¬ 
fore  gave  their  power  and  ftrength  to  the  bcaft,  fhall  now  hate  the 
whore,  and  fhall  make  her  defolate  and  naked,  and  fhall  eat  he£ 
fiefh,  and  burn  her  with  fire.  Rev.  xvii.  16. 

(l)  other  great  kingdom  which  Satan  has  fet  up  in  oppo* 

I  i  fision 
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fition  to  (he  ChrlAian  church,  viz.  hi.  Mahometan  kingdom,  &,U 
c  u.rcr  y  overthrown.  The  locufts  and  horfemen  in  the  oih  of 

Au??9  bave  Jheir  appointed  and  limited  time  fet  them  there, 
and  t.e  falfe  prophet  Ihail  he  taken  and  deftroyed.  And  then,  tho' 

l  QJ*^*3™*0*  ba5  been  fo  vafdy  propagated  in  the  world,  and  h 
upheld  by  fuch  a  great  empire,  this  fmoke,  which  has  afeended  out 
the  bottomlef*  pit,  ihail  be  utterly  fcattered  before  the  light  of 
«hat  glorious  day,  and  the  Mahometan  empire  ihail  tall  at  the 
foimd  of  the  great  trumpet  which  Ihail  then  be  blown. 

,(4)  Jcvviih  infidelity  ihail  then  be  overthiown.  However  cb- 
fUnaje  they  have  been  now  for  above  1700  years  in  their  reje&i- 
cn  o>  Chrift,  andjaftance*  of  the  converiion  of  any  of  that  nation 
have  been  fo  very  rare  ever  fine*  the  d:ftru&ion  of  Jerufalem,  but 
they  have,  again  ft  the  plain  teaching!  of  their  own  prophets,  con- 
tinued  to  approve  of  tbs  cruelty  of  their  forefathers  in  crucifying 
Chrift  ;  yes  when  this  day  comes,  the  thick  vail  that  blinds  their 
©ye*  (hall  be  removed,  sCor.  ill  *  lfy.  ;  and  divine  grace  (hall  melt 
renew  their  hard  hearts,  and  they  (hall  lock  on  him  whom 
they  have  pierced,  and  they  fhall  mourn  for  him,  as  one  mourneth 
lot  his  only  loo, and  (hall  be  in  bitternefs  as  one  that  is  in  bitternefs 
^or  kii  foft  born/*  Zech.  sii.  10.  &c.  Then  fhall  the  houfe  of 
Ifrael  be  faved  :  the  Jews  in  all  their  difpenfations  Ihail  caft  away 
ftidsr  old  infidelity,  and  ihail  wonderfully  have  their  heart*  chan« 
ged,  and  abhor  them felvea  for  their  pafl  unbelief  and  obftinacy  ; 
&nd  ihail  flow  together  to  the  bleiTed  Jefus, penitently,  humbly,  and 
joyfully  owning  him  as  their  glorious  King  and  only  Saviour,  and 
fhall  with  all  their  hearts,  as  with  one  heart  and  voice,  declare  his 
praife  unto  other  nation*. 

Nothing  is  more  certainly  foretold  then  this  national  converfioa 
of  the  jewi  it  in  the  nth  chapter  of  Romans,  And  there  are  alfo 
many  pall  age*  of  the  O id  Teilament  which  cannot  be  interpreted 
in  any  other  lenfs,  which  I  cannot  now  ftand  to  mention.  Besides 
the  prophecies  of  the  calling  of  the  jews,  we  have  a  remarkable 
fsal  of  the  fulfilment  of  this  great  event  in  providence,  by  a  thing 
which  is  a  kind  or  continual  miracle,  viz.  their  being  preferved  a 
diflindl  nation  in  fuch  a  difper fed  condition  for  above  1600  years* 
The  world  affords  nothing  dfe  like  it.  There  is  undoubtedly  a 
remarkable  hand  of  providence  in  it.  When  they  fhall  be  called, 
then  (hall  that  ancient  people,  that  wc re  alone  God's  people  for  fo 
long  a  time,  be  God's  people  again,  never  to  be  re je&ed  more  : 
they  fhall  then  be  gathered  into  one  fold  together  with  the  Gen¬ 
tiles  ;  and  fo  alfo  fhall  the  remains  of  the  ten  tribes,  wherever  they 
be,  and  though  they  have  been  rejected  much  longer  than  the  Jew*, 
be  brought  in  with  their  brethren  the  Jews.  The  prophecic*  of 

Hofea  efpecially  feesa  te  hold  this  fgytb#  thatio  the  future  glorious 
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iimti  of  the  church,  both  Judah  and  Ephraim,  or  Judah  and  the 
ten  tribes,  flull  be  brought  in  together,  and  dial!  L<-  united  as  eng 
people  as  ttoey  formerly  were  under  David  and  Soiotnon  ,  as  Hof. 
i.  ii.  ;  and  io  in  the  la  ft  chapter  oi  Hofea,  and  other  parts  of 

bii  prophecy .  .  ,  r  - 

Though  wc  do  not  know  the  time  in  which  this  conversion  d 

the  nation  of  Ifrael  will  come  to  pafs  ;  yet  thus  much  we  may  de¬ 
termine  by  feripture,  that  it  will  be  before  the  glory  of  the  Gentile 
part  of  the  church  flail  be  /uily  accomplifhed  ;  becaufe  it  is  faid, 
that  their  coming  in  (hall  be  life  from  the  dead  to  the  Gentiles, 

lorn,  xi.  12.  15.  ,  •  1  , 

(5)  Then  (hall  alfo  Satan's  Heathen^  kingdom  be  overthrown* 

Orofi  Heathcnifm  now  pofTdTes  a  great  part  of  ihe  earth,  and  there 
are  fuppofed  to  be  more  heathens  now  in  the  world,  than  of  all 
other  profefhons  taken  together,  Jews, Mahometans,  or  Cyarif^mn^ 
But  then  the  Heathen  nations  (hall  be  enlightened  with  the  glorious 
gofpel.  There  will  be  a  wonderful  fpirit  of  pity  towards  them* 
and  zeal  for  their  inilru&ion  and  converfbn  put  into  multitudes, and 
many  (hall  go  forth  and  carry  the  gofpel  unto  them  ;  and  then  (hall 
the  joyful  found  be  heard  among  them,  and  the  Sun  of  rightecufneT* 
fh all  then  arife  with  his  glorious  light  fhining  on  thofe  many  vaft 
regions  of  the  earth  that  have  been  covered  with  Hcathenifh  dark- 
neff  for  many  thoufand  yean,  many  of  them  doublefs  ever  fince 
the  times  of  Mofcs  and  Abraham,  and  have  lain  thus  lon^ 
in  a  miferabJe  condition,  under  the  cruel  tyranny  of  the  dt* 
vil,  who  has  all  this  while  blinded  and  befooled  them,  and  domi¬ 
neered  over  them,  and  made  a  prey  of  them  from  generation  to  ge¬ 
neration*  Now  the  glad  tidings  of  the  gofpel  (ball  found  tbese^ 
and  they  (ball  be  brought  out  of  darkneft  into  marvellous  light. 

It  is  promifed,  that  Heathcnifm  (hall  thus  be  deftroyed  in  many 
places.  God  has  faid.  That  the  gods  that  have  not  made 
heavens  and  this  earth,  (hall  perifb  from  the  earth,  and  from  under 
thefe  heavens,  Jer.  x,  11.  and  that  he  will  utterly  abohfh  idols? 
If.  ii.  18. — Then  (hail  the  many  nations  of  Africa,  the  nations  of 
negroes,  and  other  Heathens  who  chiefly  fill  that  quarter  of  th$ 
world,  who  now  feem  to  be  in  a  ftate  but  little  shove  the  bcafts, 
and  in  many  refpedh  much  below  them,  be  enlightened  with  glo,« 
rious  light,  and  delivered  from  all  their  darknefs,  and  fhal!  hcecr^ 
a  civil  ,Ghri(fian,  undemanding,  and  holy  people.  Then  (hall  the 
vafl  continent  of  America,  which  now  in  fo  great  a  part  p £  it  £3 
covered  with  barbarous  ignorance  and  cruelty,  be  every  where 
covered  with  glorious  gofpel  light  and  Chriftian  love  5  and  itiflead 
pf  worfhipping  the  devil, as  now  they  do,  they  (hall  fervcGod,  and 
praifes  (kail  be  fung  every  where  to  the  Lord  Jefus  Cbrift,  the 
blcffcd  Saviour  of  the  world,  So  may  we  expert  it  will  be  in  that 
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m  -  °K?  T'  *e  WOr!d’  ,fce  ^«-rcd»«,  which  arc 

ow  mjiuy  snhabncd  by  the  worftippcr,  of  tfce  devil;  and  fo 

throug«.out  «»  vift  country  Great  Tartary,  acd  then  the  kingdea 
ofChrift  wtl!  be  ciiabhfited  m  thofc  continents  which  have  “been 
more  lately  da feovered  towards  the  north  and  fouth  pole,  where 
now  men  differ  very  little  from  the  wild  beafts,  «*ceptino-  that 
they  wcrfo*-p  the  devil,  and  beafls  do  not.  The  fame  wii)  be 
this  cafe  with  refpcjft-  to  thofe  countries  which  have  never  yet  been 
d:  {covered.  Thus  will  be  glorioufly  fuiglkd  that  in  If,  sxxv.  i. 

Tci».  wa.,de*i^fs  and  ioe  lolitaxy  place  (hall  be  gfod  to?  them  i 

and  the  defers  %a!I  rejoice,  '  and  btdfom  as  the  wte,”  See  alfo 
V«f.  6,  7. 

2.  Having  thus  ftewn  wherein  thh  overthrow  of  Satan’s  kingdom 
Will  confift,  I  come  now  to  the  thing  to  be  obfervsd  concerning  it, 
viz.  its  utiiyecfai  extent*  The '  vifijblc  ^fogdom  of  Satan  fhafl  bs 
overthrown,  and  the  kingdom  of  ChriiV  fot  up  on  the  ruins  of  it, 
every  where. throughout  the  whole  habitable  globe.  Now  fhsH  the 
promlfe  made  to  Abraham  be  fulfilled,  J mi  in  him  an d  in  his 
feed  fhiii  all  the  fa  milks  of  the  earth  be  bleffed  and  Chrift 
now  (hall  becopai  the  defire  of  all  nations,ag.reeafc>lc  toHaggai  ii.7. 
Idut^r  the  kingdom  of  Chrift  fell  in  the  moil  Md  and  literal  fenfe 
bs  extended  to  ai!  nations,  and  the  whole  earth*  There  are  many 
P.affages  of  fori p sure  that,  can  be  underwood  m  no  other  fenfe.  What 
c-sn  be  more  uaivcrfol  than  that  in  If.  xl  9.  ’«  For  the  earth  fell 
b^  of  hit  &no w*edge  of  the  Lord,  as  the  waters  cover  the  fca*" 
j^t-3  rftuch  as  to  fays  As  there  is-  no  part  of  the  channel  or  cavity  of 
the  fc a  any  where,  burwhat  h  covered  with  water  ;  fo  there  fell 
be.  no' part  of -the  world  of  mankind  but  what  shall  be  covered  with 
the  knowledge  or  Q.od*  So  it  h  foretold  In  If.xfv*  22.  that  all  the 
Cuos  of  tr.e  earth  £hsll  look  to  Chriif,  and  be  faved*  To  foow  that 
the  words  are  to  undeiftood  in  the  moft  universal  fenfe,  it  is  fa£d 
In  the  next  ver fe,  **  I  have  (worn  by  myfelf,  the  word  is  gone 
out  of  my  mouth  in  righteoufnefs,  and  fe?S  not  return,  that  unto 
me  every  knee  fins  IS  how',  every  tongue  fhail  fwear.8* 

So  the  mo  A  universal  ezprefoon  is  ufed,  Dan.  vii.  27.  "  And 

the  kingdom  and  dominion,  and  the  greatnefs  of  the  kingdom  under 
she  whole  heaven,  foal]  be  given  to  the  people  of  the  faints  of  the 
Moft  High  God."  You  fecThe  exprefoon  includes  #/{  under  the 

%vhcle  heaven * 

When  the  devil  was  ca/jt  out  of  the  Roman  empire,  becaufe  iha$ 
was  the  higheft  and  principal  part  of  the  world,  and  the  other 
nations  that  were  left  were  low  and  mean  in  comparifon  of  thofe 
of  that  empire,  it  was  reprefonted  as  Satan  being  caft  out  of  heaven 
tto  the  earth.  Rev*  xii,  9  ;  but  it  is  reprefented  that  he  fell  be  calx 
®«t  of  the  earth  too,  and  Abut  cp  in  he!L  Rev#  atz*  1.  z*  — =■ 

'  1  -  '  This 
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This  is  the  great  eft  revolution  by  far  that  ever  came  to  pafs :  there¬ 
fore  it  is  fail  ia  Rev  16.17.  18.  “  That  on  :hc  pouring  out  of  the 
feveath  vial,  there  W4$  a  great  earthquake,  fuch  as  was  not  fmee 
men  were  upon  cartn,  fo  mighty  an  earthquake  and  fo  great,  ibis 
is  <he  third  great  difpsnfstion  of  providence  which  h  in  feripture 
compared  to  Ghiift’s  corning  to  judgement  S6  it  is  i®K  ;v.  xvi.  £5# 
There,  after  the  fixth  vial,  and  after  the  devil  s  armies  were  gather¬ 
ed  together  to  their  great  battle,  and  juft  before  Cnrifl  s  glorious 
vidlory  over  them,  it  is  faid,  Behold  I  come  quickly  ;  bkffed  is 
he  that  watcheth,  and  kcepeth  his  garments.  So  it  is  called  Chrif  $ 
coming  in  z  Thef.  ii.  8.  Speaking  of  Antichrirt,  it  is  faid,  "And 
then  (hall  that  wicked  be  revealed,  whom  the  Lord  (hall  confume 
with  the  fpirit  of  his  mouvh,  and  fhsll  deftrny  with  the  brightnefg 
of  his  coming,’*  Sec  alfo  Dan,  vii.  13.  14.  where  Ghrift’s  coming 
to  fet  up  his  kingdom  on  earth,  and  to  deftroy  Antichrifi,  is  called 
xyith,  clouds  of  hsaven.  And  this  is  more  like  Cnrlft  slaft  coming 
to  judgement,  than  any  of  the  preceding  difpenfations  which  are 
fo  called,  on  thefe  accounts, 

(1)  That  the  difpenfation  is  fo  much  greater  and  more  unlver- 
fal,  and  fo  more  like  the  day  of  judgement,  which  refpe&s  the 
whole  world. 

(2)  On  account  of  the  great  fpiritual  refurredien  there  will  be 
of  the  church  of  God  accompanying  it,  more  refembling  the  ge¬ 
neral  refurredion  at  the  end  of  the  world  than  any  other.  This 
fpiritual  refurredtion,  is  the  reTurre&ion  fpoken  of  as  attended 
with  judgement,  Rev.  xx.  4. 

(3)  Becaufe  of  the  terrible  judgements  and  fearful  dertru&ion 
which  (hall  now  be  executed  on  God’s  enemies.  There  will  doubt* 
|efs  at  the  introducing  of  this  difpenfation  be  a  viable  and  awfug 
hand  of  God  again®  blafpbemcrs.  Drifts,  and  ohftinstc  heretics^ 
and  other  enemies  of  Chart,  terribly  deftroying  them,  with  re¬ 
markable  tokens  of  wrath  and  vengeance  ;  and  efpecially  will  this 
difpeafatioa  be  attended  with  terrible  judgements  on  Antichrirt  ; 
and  the  cruel  perfeoitors  who  belong  to  the  church  of  Rome,  {(hall 
in  a  moft  awful  manner  be  deftroyed;  which  is  compared  to  a  catl¬ 
ing  of,  Antichrift  into  the  burning  ft  ame,  Dart,  vii.  11.  and  to 
carting  him  alive  into  the  lake  that  bums  with  fixe  and  brimrten?# 
{lev.  xix.  20. 

Then  (hail  this  cruel  perfecting  church  fuftfer  thofe  judgements 
from  God,  which  (hall  be  far  more  dreadful  than  her  crude® 
perfections  of  the  faints,  agreeable  to  Rev.  xviii.  6*  7.  —*-**• 
The  judgements  which  God  (hall  execute  on  the  enemies  of  the 
church,  are  fo  great,  that  they  are  compared  to  God’s  fending 
great  hail-rtoncs  from  heaven  upon  them,  every  one  of  the  weight 
of  &  talent,  gs  it  is  £gid  on  the  pouring  out  of  the  via!d 
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Rev.  xv!.  21.  “  And  their  fell  upon  men  a  great  hail  cut  of 

fceaven,  every  ftone  about  the  weight  of  a  talent  ;  acd  men  toaphe- 
mcQ  God,  becaufe  of  the  plague  of  she  haii  ;  for  the  plague  thereof 

was  exceeding  great.”  Now  ft  ill  be  that  tread  ftg  or  the  wine-pef! 
ipoken  of,  Rev,  xiv,  19.  zo. 

(4}  This  fh&IS  put  an  end  to  the  church'*  ftiFeriog  fiate,  aid 
^ail  be  attended  with  their  glorious  and  joyful  praika.  '  ihe 
church  §  ;  ffhfted  ftate  is  lorg,  being  co htirued,  excepting  fume 
fhort  inter  mi  (Hons,  from  the  refurrc£lion  of  Chrifi  to  this  time* 
But  now  ft?  .di  a  final  end  .be  pjut  to  her  fuiFering  ftate.  Indeed  af« 
“c*  ‘lj**  end  oi  the  world,  the  church  In  a  II  be  greatly 

threatened  ;  but  Is  is  Lid,  it  fhall  be  but  for  a  little  feafon,  Rev 
xx  3.  :  lor  as  the  times  of  the  church’s  reft  arc  but  Ihort,  beior^ 
she  long  day  of  her  afflift ions  are  at  an  end  :  fo  whatever  affli&i- 
°n  fhc  may  fuffer  after  this,  it  yill  be  very  ftiort  ;  but  otherwife  the 
d^y  of  the  church  s  affliction  and  pcrfccution  fiballnow  come  to  a 
final  end.  The  feriprures,  in  many  places,  fpesk  of  this  time  as 
the  end  of  the  fuffering  ft  ate  of  the  church.  So  If.  ii.  22.  God  fays 
to  his  church  with  refpeft  to  this  time,  “  Behold,  1  have  taken  out 
of  shine  hand  the  cup  of  trembling,  even  the  dregs  of  the  cup  of  my 
fury, thou  fhait  no  more  drink  h  again,”  Then  fhall  that  be  proclaim¬ 
ed  to  the  chinch.  If,  si  1.  2,  ,f  Comfort  ye,  comfort  ye  my  people, 
faiih  your  God.  Speak  ye  comfortably  to  Jerufalem,  and  cry  unto 
her, that  her  warfare  Is  accompliihcd,  that  her  iniquity  is  pardoned  : 
for  Oie  hath  received  of  the  Lord’s  hand  double  for  all  her  fins,/* 
Alfa  that  in  If.  liv.  8  9  belongs  to  this  time.  And  fo  that  in  If. 
Is.  20.  ff  The  Lord  fhail  be  thine  everlafting  light,  and  the  dsy$ 
of  thy  mourning  fhall  be  ended.”  And  fo  Zi?ph  Hi'.  15.  “  Thf 

Lord  hath  taken  away  thy  judgements,  and  hath  caft  out  thine  cne* 
my  :  the  King  of  Jfracl,  even  the  Lord.,  h  In  the  midft  of  thee  s 
thou  (halt  not  fee  evil  any  more.” 

The  time  which  had  been  before  this,  had  been  the  church's  fow¬ 
ling -time  wherein  (he  fowed  in  tears  and  in  blood  ;  but  now  is  her 
harveft,  wherein  fhe  will  come  again  rejoicing,  bringing  her  fheaves 
with  her.  Now  the  time  of  the  travail  of  the  woman  clothed  with 
the  fun  is  at  an  end  now  Ihehath  brought  forth  her  fon  ;  for  thlf 
glorious  fetting  up  of  the  kingdom  of  Cbrift  through  the  world, 
what  the  church  had  been  in  travail  for,  with  fuch  terrible  pangt 
for  fo  many  ages  :  If,  xxvi.  17*  <*  Like  as  a  woman  with  child 

draweth  near  the  time  of  her  delivery,  is  in  pain,  and  cricih  out  ia 
her  pangs ;  fo  have  we  been  in  thy  fight,  O  Lord  ”  See  If.  lx  20. 
and  Ixi,  10.  11.  —  And  now  the  church  fhail  forget  her 
forrovr,  frncc  a  maachild  is  born  into  the  world  .*  now  fucceed  her 

o  * 

Joyful  praife  and  triumph.  Her  praifes  fhall  then  go  up  to  God 
-  -  y  '  -  “  from 
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fram  all  parts  of  the  earth  ;  as  If:  alii.  io»  I2*  Pral 

not  only  fill  the  earth,  but  alfo  heaven.  The  church  on  earth# 
and  the  church  in  heaven,  (hall  both  glorloufiy  rejoice  and  jp^  e 
God,  as  with  one  heart,  ofc  that  oecifion.  Without  doubt  it  will 
be  a  time  of  very  diftinguilhed  joy  and  praife  among  the  holy 
prophets  and  apoftles,  and  the  other  faints  in  heaven  :  Rev.  xviii® 
20.  “  Rejoice  over  her,  thou  heaven,  and  ye  holy  apoftles  and 
prophets,  tor  God  hath  avenged  you  on  her.’*  See  how  univerfal 
thefe  praifes  will  be  in  If.  xiiv.  23,  “  Sing,  O  yc  heavens,  for 

the  Lord  bath  done  it  :  fhout,ye  lower  parts  of  the  earth  :  break 
forth  into  Tinging,  ye  mountains,  O  foreft,  and  every  tree  theremt 
for  the  Lord  bath  redeemed  Jacob,  and  glorified  himfclf  in  Ifrael. 
See  what  joyful  praifes  arefung  to  God  on  this  occafion  by  the  uni*, 
verfal  church  in  heaven  and  earth,  in  the  beginning  of  the  19^ 

chapter  of  Revelation.  # 

This  difpenfation  is  above  all  preceding  ones  like  Chtifr  • 

coming  to  judgement,  in  that  it  fo  puts  an  end  to  the  former  fiat© 
of  the  world,  and  introduces  the  overlaying  kingdom  of  Chrifi* 
Now  Satan’s  viftble  kingdom  fhall  be  overthrown,  after  it  ban  Pood 
ever  fmcc  the  building  of  Babel  ;  and  the  old  keavens  and  the  old 
earth  (hall  in  a  greater  meafurc  be  puffed  away  then  than  before# 
and  the  new  heavens  and  the  new  earth  fet  up  in  a  far  more  g*ovi- 
ous  manner  than  ever  before. 

Thus  I  have  ftuwn  how  the  fuccefs  of  Chrift's  purehafe  ha® 
been  carried  on  through  the  times  of  the  aiilidled  (late  of  the  Gbrif* 
tian  church,  from  Chrifl’s  refurreaion,  till  Antichrift  is  fallen,  and 
Satan’s  vifible  kingdom  on  earth  is  overthrown. - Therefore  I 

come  now,  .  „ 

Secondly,  To  ihow  how  the  fuccefs  of  redemption  will  be 

carried  on  through  that  fpa$e  wherein  the  Chrifiian  church  (hall  for 
the  mod  part  be  in  a  (late  of  peace  and  profperity.  In  order  t@ 
this,  I  would, 

1.  Speak  of  the  profperous  fiate  of  the  church  through  the  greater 
part  of  this  period. 

2.  Of  the  great  apofiafy  there  toll  be  towards  the  dofe  of 

it :  how  greatly  then  the  church  (hall  be  threatened  by  her  enemies 
for  a  fbort  time.  ' 

I.  I  would  fpeak  of  the  profperous  ibteofthe  church  through 
the  greater  part  of  this  period.  In  doing  this,  I  would,  1.  D*- 
feribe  this  profperous  (late  of  the  church  ;  2.  Say  fometbmg  of  its 
duration. 

i ft,  1  would  deferibe  the  profperous  fiate  the  church  (hall  be  in. 

In  the  general,  I  would  obferve  two  things. 

I,  That  this  is  moft  properly  the  time  of  the  kingdom  of  bea* 

van  tipon  earth,  Though  the  kingdom  of  heaven  was  m  a  degree 

fcf 
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fet  up  foon  after 

it  » 


the  time  of  Con 


o  i  it  is  called  the  kingdom  of  heaven  ;  yet  <: 
sre  upon,  is  the  principal  time  of  t1  .  It  gdem 
e^rih,  the  time  principally  intended  by  the  p  op 


W'j'ch  fpcak  of  the  kingdom  of  hes*eo,  whence  ihc  J-.w,  look  tbs 
name  of  the  kingdom  of.  heaven 

2.  Now  is  the  principal  fulfilment  of  all  the  prophecies  of  the 
OH  Tefament  which  fpeak  of  the  glorious  times  of  the  gofpel 
wbieh^fhall  be  in  the  fatter  days.  Though  there  has  been  a  glori- 
om  fulfilment  of  thofe  prophecies  already.in  the  times  of  the  apoftles, 
and  of  Conftamine  ;  yet  the  exprefiion*  arc  too  high  to  fu  it  any  6- 
the?  time  entirely,  but  that  which  is  to  fuccefed  ?he  fail  of  Antichrift. 
This  is  mod  properly  the  glorious  day  of  the  gofpel.  O.her  times 
arc  only  forerunners  and  preparatories  to  this  :  other  times  were 
ghj  feed  “time,  but  this  is  the  harvefl  more  particularly* 

(0  lt  w*,(1  be  a  ttiwe  of  great  light  and  knowledge.  The  pre¬ 
sent  days  are  days  of  darknefs,  fn  companion  of  thofe  days.  The 
light  of  that  glorious  time  {hall  be  fo  great,  that  li  is  reprefented 
as  though  there  ihould  then  be  no  night,  but  only  day  ;  no  evening 
nor  darknefs.  So  Z:ch.  adv.  6  7  ‘e  And  it  (Mail  come  to  pafs 
m  thst  day.  that  th*;  light  fhall  not  be  clear,  nor  dark.  But  it  fhail 
be  one  day,  which  fha!!  be  known  to  the  Lord,  not  day,  nor  night: 
but  it  (hail  come  to  pals*  that  at  evening  time  it  final!  be  light.’* 
•-—It  is  further  reprefented,  as  though  God  would  then  give  fuch 
Sight  to  his  church,  that  it  fhouSd  fo  much  exceed  the  cdory  of  the 
light  of  the  fun  and  naoon.’that  they  Ihould  be  afhsmed  :  If.  jmv# 
^3*  “  Then  the  moon  fhaJI  be  confounded,  and  the  fun  afhamed’ 
when  the  Lord  of  hofis  fhall  reign  in  ivlount  Zion,  and  in  Jerufa- 
lem,  and  before  hi*  ancients  glorioufiy.” 

There  is  a  kind  of  a  vail  now  c a/I  over  the  greater  part  of  the 
world,  which  keep?  them  in  darknefs  •  but  then  this  vail  flaall  be  de- 
ftroyed  :  If.  xxvr  7'  f  And  he  will  defiroy  in  this  mountain  the 
face  of  the  covering  over  all  people,  and  the  vail  that 
|s  fpread  .out  all  nations.  Then  all  countries  and  nati¬ 
ons,  even  thofe  which  are  now  moft  ignorant,  fhall  be  full  of 
fight  and  knowledge.  Great  knowledge  (ball  prevail  every  where¬ 
in  may  be  hoped,  that  then  many  of  the  Negroes  and  Indians  will 
be  divines,  and  that  excellent  books  will  be  publi&cd  in  Africa, 
Sr  Ethiopia,  in  Tartary, and  other  new  and  raoft  barbarous  countric* 
and  not  only  learned  men,  but  others  of  more  ordinary  education, 
fhall  then  be  very  knowing  in  religion  :  If.  xxxii.  3.  4,  “  The 
eyes  of  them  that  fee,  fball  not  be  dim  5  and  the  ears  of  them  that 
hear,  fhall  hearken.  The  heart  alfo  of  the  rafh  (hall  underftand 
knowledge*  Knowledge  then  fhall  be  very  univerfal  among  all 
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foru  of  perfom  ;  agreeable  to  Jert  xssi.  34-  "And  they  (hall 
teach  no  more  every  man  hi.  neighbour,  and  every  man  hi*  bro¬ 
ther,  faying.  Know  the  Lord  :  for  they  fell  all  know  me,  from 

thi  leaft  of  them  unto  the  erestefi  of  them. 

There  (hall  then  be  a  wonderful  unravelling  of  the  d.ffieu  ties.  n 

the  doftrine.  of  religion, and  clearing  up  of  feeming  ^“l'l 

«  So  crooked  thing,  fhall  be  made  ftnlght,  and  rough  place,  fell 
be  made  plain,  and  darknefs  fell  become  light  before  God  s  peo 
pie.”  Difficultie.  in  feripture  (ball  then  be  cleared  up,  and  won- 
derful  thing,  fell  be  difeovered  in  the  wold  of  God,  which  were 
never  difeovered  before.  The  great  difeovery  of  thofe  thing,  m 
religion  which  had  been  before  kept  hid,  feems  to  be  compared  ta 
removing  the  vail,  and  difsovering  the  ark  of  the  teftimony  to  ths 
people,  which  before  ufed  to  be  kept  in  the  fecret  part  of  the  tem¬ 
ple,  and  wa.  never  feen  by  them.  Thu.,  at  the  founding  of  the 
Seventh  angel,  when  it  is  proclaimed,  »  that  the  k*ngdom.  of  tbi* 
world  are  become  the  kingdoms  of  ouk  Lord  and  of  his  Chnft  , 
it  is  added  lhai  “  the  temple  of  God  was  opened  m  heaven,  an$ 
there  was  feen  in  his  temple  the  ark  of  his  teAament.”  So  great 

fhall  be  the  increafe  of  knowledge  in  this  time,  that  heaven  ihali 

be  as  it  were  opened  to  the  church  of  God  on  earth. 

(z)  It  fhall  be  a  time  of  great  holinefs.  Now  vital  religion 
flnll  every  where  prevail  and  reign.  Religion  fhall  not  be  aa 
empty  profefTion,  as  it  now  mbfUy  is,  but  holinefs  of  heart  and 
life  (hall  abundantly  prevail.  Thofe  times  fhall  be  an  exception 
from  what  Chrift  fays  of  the  ordinary  ftate  of  the  church,  viz.  tha* 
there  fhall  be  but  few  faved  ;  for  now  holinefs  fhall  become^  gene¬ 
ral  *  If.  lx.  21.  **  Thy  people  alfo  fhall  be  all  righteous.  NoS 
that  there  will  be  none  remaining  iu  a  ChrifUefs  condition;  but 
that  vifible  wickednefs  fhall  be  fuppreffed  every  whcre,and  true  ho¬ 
linefs  fhall  become  general,  though  not  univerfal.  It  fhall  be  a 
wonderful  time,  not  only  for  the  multitude  of  godly  men,  but  for 
cminency  of  grace  :  If.  lxv.  20.  "  There  fhall  be  no  more  thence 
an  infant  of  days,  nor  an  old  man  that  hath  not  filled  bis  days ;  for 
the  child  fhall  die  an  hundred  years  old,  but  the  finner  being  an 
hundred  years  old,  fhall  be  accurfed.”  And  Zech.  xii.  8.  He 

that  is  feeble  among  them  at  that  day  fell  be  as  David;  and  th© 
houfe  ofD^vid  fhall  be  as  God,  as  the  angel  of  the  Lord  before 
them.”  Holinefs  fhall  then  be  as  it  were  inferibed  on  every  thing* 
on  all  mens  common  bufmefs  2nd  employments,  and  tl*e  common 
utenfiU  of  life  :  all  fhall  be  as  it  were  dedicated  to  God,  and  ap¬ 
plied  to  holy  purpofes  ,  every  thing  fhall  then  be  done  to  the  gk>ry 
of  God  :  if.  xxiii.  18.  “  And  her  merchandife  and  her  hire  fhall 
be  holinefs  to  the  Lord*’ '  And  fo  Zech.  xlv*  20.  21*  -  as 

God's  people  then  fhall  be  eminent  in  holinefs  of  heart,  fo  they 
Stall  be  alfo  in  holinefs  of  life  andjpra£ti$s.  &  R  (3) 

••w  •  •  -  •— 
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(3)  It  ft  all  be  a  time  wherein  religion  ftall  in  every 

Lr'rV8  *•.  *"?■,  “  “  *» h,d » E-<«  cfc®  »i 

"or-.  *ae  fa,n»  have  hitherto  for  the  cnoft  part  beeo  kept  under 
snd  wicked  Ken  have  governed.  But  now  they  will  be  upper moft! 
i  ue  kingdom  ftall  be  given  into  the  handi  of  the  faint  of  the  Moft 
«!g  rGod,  Dio  vii.  sir  “  And  they  (ball  reign  on  the  earth/" 
Kev.  v.  10.  “  They  flufl  live  and  reign  with  Chrift  a  tboufand 

years,  Rev.  :*z.  4.  In  that  duy,  fuch  perfons  as  are  eminent  for 
true  piety  and  teiigioa,  ftal!  be  chiefly  promoted  to  places  of  trail 
snd  authority.  Vital  religion  (hall  then  take  pofle (lion  of  kings, 
piisces  and  throne*  3  ard  thofc  who  are  in  higheft  advancement 
ftall  be  holy  men  :  [f  xh'x.  ay.  «  And  kings  ftall  be  thy  fluff¬ 
ing- fibers,  and  their  queens  thy  nurfing  mothers."  Kings  fiiall 

employ  al?  their  power,  and  glory, snd  riches,  for  the  advancement 
of  the  honour  and  glory  of  Chrift,  anefthe  good  of  his  church  :  If. 
ist.  16.  “  Thou  i halt  s!fo  fuck  the  milk  of  the  Gentiles,  •  and  ftalj 
fuck  the  breads  of  kir,£*.'  The  great  met*. of  the  world,  and  the 
neb  merchants  and  others  vvbo  have  great  wealth  and  influence, 
Stall  devote  al!  tp  Chrift  and  his  church  s  Ftal.  xlv.  12.  “  The 
daughter  of  Tyre  ftal!  be  there  with  a  gift,  even  the  rich  among  the 
psople  fhali  iatreat  thy  favour. 

(4)  Thofs  will  be  times  of  rreat  peace  and  hvs.  There  fhall 
■JJCn  he  s  univerfai  peace  and  *  good  underAanding  among  the  na- 
l.'ioos  of  the  world,  in$ead  of  fuch  ccmfufiG®,  wars  and  blood  Aac-df? 

have  hitherto  been  from  on<T  age  to  another  :  If.  it.  4.  **  And 
he  (hail  judge  among  the  nation,  snd  fell  rebuke  many  people  • 
and  they  ilaall  beat  their  fwords  Into  plow- (hares  and  their  fpears 
into  pruning -hooks «  nation  fhall  not  lift  up  fwoid  againft  nation  • 
neither  fhall  they  learn  war  any  more/"  So  it  is  reprefen  ted  as  I|'- 
fill  increments  of  war  fhould  be  decoyed,  31  being  become  ufe_ 
lefs  :  Pfal,  xivi,  9,  ^  X  a  * 1S3  ?  keth  win’s  to  csnfc  unto  the  end  of 
the  earth  5  and  breakefch  the  bow,  sod  cutteth  the  fpear  ia  funder 
he  burneth  the  chariot  in  the  fire/’  See  alfo  Zeeh  is.  10.  Then 
fhsll  all  nations  dwell  quietly  and  fafcly,  without  fear  of  any  cne. 
my,  If.  xaxih  18.  6S  And  my  people  /hall  dwell  in  a  peacea¬ 
ble  habitation,  and  in  fare  dwellings,  and  ia  quiet  reftiog- places/* 
Alfo  Zcch.  viii.  10.  11  • 

*  Then  (bail  malice,  and  envy,  and  wrath, and  revenge,  be  fup- 
preffed  every  where,  snd  peace  and  loveihall  prevail  between  one 
man  and  another  ;  which  is  tnoft  elegantly  fet  forth  in  If.  xi.  6* 

— »  10,  Then  (kill  there  be  peace  and  love  between  rulers  and  rul¬ 
ed,  Rulers  fha’l  love  their  people,  and  with  all  their  might  feek 
their  beft  good  |  sad  the  people  (ball  love  their  rulers,  and  ffesll 
oy fully  fubmit  to  them,  and  give  them  that  honour  v^hfeh  is  their 

S3.  And  fo  (hall  $ kQS%  fcs  happy  love  between  qjiaifter*  and 
/  »  their 
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people:  Mai.  iv.  6.  "  And  he  (hall  furn  the  heart  of  the 
fathers  to  the  children, and  the  heart  of  the  children  to  their  fathers.’ * 
Then  fhail  flourifti  in  an  eminent  manner  thpfe  Chriftian  virtues 
of  meeknefs,  fergiveneis,  longfuffcring,  gladnef?.  goodnefi,  bro¬ 
therly- kindnefs,  thofc  excellent  fruits  or  the  Spirit.  Men,  in  thetF 
temper  and  difpofmon,  fkail  then  be  like  the  L»mb  of  Gad,  th* 
lovely  Jsfus.  The  body  fhali  be  conformed  to  the  head. 

Then  feali  all  the  world  be  united  in  one  amiable  fociety.  All 
nations,  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  on  every  fide  of  the  globe,  ihall 
then  be  knit  together  in  fweet  harmony.  All  parts  o>  God  t  church 
ihall  aflift  and  promote  the  fpiritual  good  of  one  another,  A  com¬ 
munication  (hall  then  be  upheld  between  all  parts  of  the  world,  to 
’that  end ;  and  the  art  of  navigation,  which  is  now  applied  fo  much 
to  favour  mens  covetoufnefs  and  pride,  and  is  »ufsd  fo  much  by 
wicked  debauched  men,  fhail  then  be  con  derated  to  Gotland  ap¬ 
plied  to  holy  ufei,  zs  vre  read  in  If'  Is,  5,  —  9’  ^  Wila  ^en 

a  time  wherein  men  will  be  abundant  in  exprefHflg  their  love  40 
one  another,  not;cnly  in  words,  but  in  deedtpf  charity,  2t  we  learn 
If.  xxxii.  £.  ** 'I'he  vik  perfon  fhail  be  no  more  called  liberal, 

so?  the  churl  {aid  to  be  bountiful  j”  and,  verf,  8.  But  . the  liberal 
devifeth  liberal  things,  and  by  liberal  things  ihjdl  he  ft&nd/* 

($)  It  will  be  a  time  of  excellent  order  in  the  church  of  €hrift# 
The  true  government  and  difeipiine  of  the  church  will  theft  be  fet¬ 
tled  and  put  into  practice.  All  the  world  fhail  then  be  as  one 
church,  one  orderly,  regular,  beautiful  fociely.  ‘  And  as  the  body 
&all  be  one,  fo  the  menbera  fhail  be  In  beautiful  propor  tion  to  each 
ether.  Then  fhail  that  be  verified  in  Pfal.  exxii.  3,  Jcrufafesi  is 
buildcdas  a  city,  that  is  eompadl  together/* 

(6)  The  church  of  God  fhail  then  be  beautiful  and  glorious  gq 
thefe  accounts  ;  yea,  it  will  appear  in  perfcltion  of  beauty  %  If.  lx. 
1 ,  €t  Arifc,  fhine,  for  thy  light  is  come,  and  the  glory  of  the 
Lord  is  rifen  upon  thee/*  If,  Ixi.  10.  “  He  bath  covered  ms 
with  a  robe  of  righteoufnefi,  as  a  bridegroom  decketh  himfelf  with 
ore  aments,  and  as  a  bride  adornesh  hcrfelf  with  her  jewels/'  Oa 
thefe  foremeationed  accounts,  the  church  will  then  be  the  greatest 
image  of  heaven  itfelf. 

(7)  That  will  be  a  time  of  tha  greateft  temporal  prosperity. 
Such  a  fpiritual  Hate  a§  we  have  juft  deferibed,  has  a  natural  ten¬ 
dency  to  temporal  prosperity  :  it  has  a  tendency  to  health  $?nd  long 
life  ;  and  that  this  will  attualiy  be  thecafe,  isevidentby  Z  ch.  3  '/l* 
4.  **  Thus  faith  the  Lord  of  hofts,  Tl  ere  (hall  yet  old  men  and  old 
women  dwell  in  the  ftrccts  of  Jrrufalem,  and  every  man  with  hi$ 
ftaff  in  his  hand  for  very  age.”  It  has  alfo  a  natural  tendency  to 
procure  eafe,  quktncfs,  plcafantnefs,  and  cfcearfulnefs  of  mincLand 
alfo  wealth,  and  great  iucreafs  ©f  children  5  it  is  intimated  i»: 

'  Zccb, 
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^cch,  vsii,  5,  es  And  the  ftreeti  of  the  city  (half  be  full  of  boyi 
and  girls  playing  in  the  {beets  the?edf."~~But  further,  the  tem¬ 
poral  profperity  of  the  people  of  Gcd  will  a!fo  be  promoted  by  a 
remarkable  blefting  from  heaven  :  If.  Ixv.  21.  44  They  (hall 
build  houfea,  and  inhabit  them  ;  and  they  fhall  plant  vine¬ 
yards,  and  cat  the  fruit  of  them/'  And  in  Mic.  iv.  4.  44  But 
they  fhal!  fa  every  man  under  his  vine,  and  under  his  fig-tree,  and 
none  (hfili  make  them  afraid."  Zech  viii.  12.  44  For  the  feed 
(hall  be  profpsroui,  the  vine  fball  give  her  fruit,  and  the  ground 
fhal!  give  her  increafe,  and  the  heavens  (hall  give  her  dew, 
and  I  will  caufe  the  remnant  of  this  people  to  poflkfs  all  thefe 
things."  See  alfo  Jer.  xxsd,  12.  13.  and  Arnos  ix,  13*  Yea 
then  they  (hall  receive  all  manner  of  tokens  ©f  God’s  prefence,  and 
acceptance,  and  favour :  Jer*  xxxiii,  9,  4t  And  it  (hall  be  to  me  a 
name  of  joy,  a  praife  and  an  honour  before  all  the  nations  of  the 
earth,  which  (hall  hear  all  the  good  that  I  do  unto  them:  and  they  (hall 
fear  and  tremble  for  all  the  goodnefs  and  for  all  the  profperity  that 
I  procure  unto.it/'  Even  the  days  of  Solomon  were  but  animage  of 
thofe  days,as  to  the  temporal  profperity  which  (hail  obtain  in  them. 

(B)  It  will  alfo  be  a  time  of  great  rejoicing  :  If.  sxxv.  1©. 
•*  And  the  ranfo&ed  of  the  Lord  (ball  return  and  come  to  Zion 
with  fongs,  and  everlafling  joy  upon  their  heads  :  they  (hall  obtain 
joy  and  gladnefs,  and  for  row  and  fighing  (hall  flee  away,*'  Chap, 
5f,  i2.  44  For  ye  (hall  go  out  with  joy,  and  be  led  forth  with 

peace:  the  mountains  and  the  hills  flnli  breik  forth  before  you. 
Chap,  Ixvi.  xi..  44  That  yc  may  fuck,  and  be  fatisfbd  with  the 
breafb  of  he?  confolatsoos  :  that  ye  may  milk  cut,  and  be  delight¬ 
ed  with  the  abundance  of  her  glory."  Chap.  sii.  3*  **  With  joy 

{hall  ye  draw  water  out  of  the  wells  of  falvation.  Then  will 
be  a  time  of  feafling.  That  will  be  the  church’s  glorious  wedding- 
day*  fo  far  as  her  wedding  with  Chrift  (hall  ever  be  upon  earth  : 
Rev.  sis.  7.  0  Let  us  be  glad  and  rejoice,  and  give  honour  to 
him  ;  for  the  marriage  of  the  Lamb  is  come,  and  his  wife  hath 
made  herfelf  ready."  Verf.  9.  “  Bleflcd  are  they  which  are  call¬ 
ed  to  the  marriage -fupper  of  the  Lamb/’- - But  I  come  now, 

zdly,  To  fay  fomething  of  the  duration  of  this  date  of  the  church's 
profperity.  On  this  I  (hall  be  very  brief.  The  fenptures  every 
where  reprefent  it  to  be  of  long  continuance.  The  former  inter¬ 
vals  of  reft  and  profperity,  as  we  before  obferved,  arc  represented 
to  be  but  (host  ;  but' the  reprefentations  of  this  date  are  quite  dif¬ 
ferent  :  Rev.  xx.  4.  “  And  I  faw  the  fouls  of  them  that  were  be¬ 
headed  for  the  witnefs  of  Jcfus, — and  they  lived  and  reigned  with 
Chrift  a  thoufand yean*"  If.  Ix.  15.  “  Whereas  thou  haft  been 
forfaken  and  hated,  fo  that  no  man  went  through  thee,  I  will  make 
th«e  an  eternal  excellency,  a  joy  of  many  generations,” 
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This  may  fuffice  a*  to  the  profperoui 1  ftate  of  the  church  through 
Ae  arwter  pwt  of  the  period  from  the  deftrufhon  oi  Satan  .  vifi- 
Se  kingdom  in  the  world  to  Chrift'.  appearing  >n  the  cloud,  of 

ward,  the  clofe  of  thit  period,  and  how  imminently  the  chm  h 
Ll  be  for  a  ftort  time  threatened  by  her  enemies.  This  I  fell 

-  a.  •  S 

pest apoftafy.whewio  p.  P-« 

Chrift  and  his  church.  It  is  laid  in  Kev.  ix.  S-  ,  , 

be  caft  into  tbe  bottomlefs  pit,  and  fhut  up,  and  have  a^^up 
on  him,  that  he  fhould  deceive  the  nation,  no  more  till  the  thou- 
fand  years  fhould  be  fulfilled  ;  and  that  after  that  he  muft  be  kof  d 
out  of  hi.  prifon  for  a  little  feafon.  Accordingly  we  are  told  m 
the  7th  and  Sih  verfes,  that  when  the  thoufand  year. ^re  expired , 

Satan  (hall  be  loofed  out  of  his  prifon,  and  fhould  go  •  - 

ceive  the  nations,  which  are  in  the  four  quarters  of  tbewrth.Gog 
and  Magog.  Which  feems  to  fhow  as  though  the  apofta.y  would  b 
very  general.  The  nations  of  the  four  quarters  of  the  earth  lhatl  be 
deceived  ;  and  tbe  number  of  thofc  who  (hall  now  turn  enemies  to 
Chrift  (hail  be  vaftly  great,  as  the  army  of  Gog  and  Magog  is  re- 
prefented  in  Ezekiel,  and  as  it  is  faid  in  Rev.  .  tout  t  c  rxm 
ber  of  them  is  as  the  fand  of  the  fea,  and  that  they  went  upon  the 
breadsh  of  the  earth,  as  though  they  were  an  army  b*g  enough  to 

reach  from  one  f»de  of  the  earth  to  tbe  other.  f  , 

Thus  after  fuch  an  happy  and  glorious  feafon,  fuch  a  long  day 
of  light  and  holinefs,  of  love,  and  peace,  and  joy,  now  it  ihali 
n\n  again  to  be  a  dark  time.  Satan  (bill  begin  to  fet  up  his  do¬ 
minion  again  in  the  world.  This  world  fhaU  again  become  a  feene 
of  darknefs  and  wickednefs.  The  bottomlefs  ^  of  hell  Hiaal  be 
opened,  and  devils  ftiall  come  up  again  out  of  it,  and  a  dreadful 
fmokc  (hall  afeend  to  darken  the  world.  The  church  of  thrift, 
inflead  of  extending  to  the  uttnoft  bounds  of  the  world,  as  it  did 
before,  (hall  be  reduced  to  narrow  limits  again.  Tbe  world  of 
mankind  being  continued  fo  long  in  a  ftaie  of  fuch  great  profpe- 
rity,  fhall  now  begin  to  abofc  their  prosperity,  to  ferve  their  luft 
and  corruption.  This  we  learn  from  Luke  xvii.  26.  &c.  ^ 

2.  Thofc  apoftates  (hall  make  great  opposition  to  the  church  cf 
God.  The  church  fhJ?l  feem  to  be  imminently  threatened  with  & 
fudden  and  entire  overthrow  by  them.  It  i*  faid,  Satan  fhall  gather 
them  together  to  battle,  as  the  fand  on  the  fea-fhorc  ;  and  they 
wentup  on  the  breadth  of  theearth,  and  compared  the  camp  of  tbe 
faints  about,  and  the  beloved  city.  So  that  this  beloved  chs?  fliall 
feem  juft  ready  to  be  fwallowcd  up  by  them  :  for  her  enemies 
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Snftlr'7 thrr°  hep; but ftsIi  a6hulfy  **» gather ^ 

.g  Lh  ld  001  ody  fo»  bu5  ^11  have  Uficged  her  fhall 
Suve  compafle-j  her- about  on  every  fide.  °  ‘ 

«hou"rr0,ib'fijn  ‘he,p-°Pbccy  whlch  f“«»  to  hoy  forth  a* 
®cugh  the  church  had  actually  fallen  inso  their  j,a,d, 

*?  *■*  “,d  fallen  into  the  hand,  of  AnftS  “ 

?*“hT**8r?  •?,  ”8ke  to  over- 

of  An  k £V  f  ?“  D!Vet  fufSr  ihi>  So  bt  «S*k  after  the  fall 
c  Aa.ic.irni  ;  for  then  the  day  6/ bier  mourning  fhall  be  ended 

i;  SKij? kcm  ^  wineatiy  -«*  <*«  m 

f-sFChW?  'b*  fa!e  °f  thhg*  W‘U  fee®  remarkably  to  call 

wt  tUfallh ■  ,r»?'“L*Ppea”0Ce  l°  >ud*ea'-nt-  For  the 
,t  w  j  &a~  ^  fiLf  Yil°  tae  ®oft  a8g«vattd  wickednef,  that  ever 

V  J  °J  T  ,  grcater  psrt  0f  8he  fhall  have  become 

I‘  S  T*?  «nd  0psn  encm'M  to  and  their  wickednef, 

•  of  AwictrTft  ^  y  *gKr/Vf ed  by  shdr  Before  the  fall 

’  m,':‘  „°*  t,iC  ,sr0iW  «a,  full  of  vifibly  wicked  men. 

StherfhT^^"^ of  thefe  ate  poor  Heathen,,  who  never  enj oy- 

!nleM  l  g  P  J  3nd  CShers  are  Shcfe  *«  have  been  bred 
up  m  the  Mahometan  or  Popifc  darkheft  But  tbefe  are  tkofc  that 

afphS/?d  fr°“  ,nc  Chriiiian  church,  and  the  vlfibie  king. 

Wblcb  ebf  e,5i0y*d  great  light  and  privilege,  of 

-W^r  V  !®e,i°f  -hC  chprch*"'bich &ai!  be  incomparably  greater 
i.'*:1  ‘l2®*  andPr‘vileges  which  the  church  of  God  enjoy,  now. 

X™  ap0KaiAWr  b!  ®°ft  !he  a?ofefy  «f  *e  devil,  of  any 
«h..  ever  had  before  been  :  for  the  devil,  apoftatifed,  and  turned 

s  h«!ss  to  Carift,  tbo*  they  enjoyed  she  light  of  heaven  ;  and  tbefe 
will  apo&ufc,  and  turn  enemies  to  him,  though  they  have  enjoyed 
Sne  light  and  privileges  of  the  glorious  times  of  the  church.  That 
ifuch  Ihould  turn  open  and  avowed  enemies  to  Chrift,  and  fhould 
feck  the  ruin  of  his  church,  will  cry  aloud  for  fuch  immediate  ven¬ 
geance  as  was  executed  on  the  devils  when  they  fell. 

The .  vrickednef.  of  the  world  will  remarkably  call  for  Chrift  g 
immediate  appealing  in  Naming  &e  to  take  vengeance  on  them 
becaufe  of  the  way  in  whish  they  (hall  manifeft  their  wickednef,’ 
which  will  be  by  fcoffing  tnd  blafpheming  Chrift  and  his  holy  re- 
iigion  ;  and  particularly,  they  will  feoff  at  the  notion  of  Chrift?, 
coming  to  judgement,  of  which  the  church  fell  be  in  estpeftation, 
and  of  which  they  will  warn  them.  For  now  doubtlefs  will  be 
another  fulfilment,  and  th'e  greateft  fulfilment,  of  2  Pet.  iii  3,  4. 

*'  Knowing  this  firft,  that  there  fhall  come  in  the  lift  day  feoffers, 
walking  after  their  own  lulls,  and  faying.  Where  i,  the  premife 
af  his  coming  ?  For  finee  the  fathers  fell  a  fltep,  all  things  con¬ 
tinue  as  they  were  from  the  beginning  of  the  creation.’’  They  fhall 
fee  ia  no  expectation  of  tbs  coming  of  Cfcrift  to  judgement,  and  - 
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1  i]gh  at  the  notion.  They  (tall  trample  all  fuch  thing!  tinder 
foot,  tnd  (hall  give  up  themfelves  to  their  lufts,  or  to  eat  and  drink* 
and  wallow  in  fenfual  delights,  as  though  they  were  to  bf  here  fog 
ever.  They  fh^il  defpife  the  warnings  the  church  (hall  give  them 
of  the  coming  of  Chrift  to  judgement,  ai  the  people  of  the  old 
world  defpifed  what  Noah  told  them  of  the  approaching  flood,  and 
sb  the  people  of  Sodom  did  whenLot  faid  to  thcm,‘eThc  Lord  will 
deftrey  this  city.’*  Their  wickednefs  on  this  account  will  cry  aloud 
to  heaven  foiChriffs  appearing  in  (laming  fire  to  take  vengeance  of 
hif  enemies  ;  and  alfo  because  another  way  that  they  (hall  czerdfs 
their  wickednefs  will  be  in  the  wicked  defign  and  violent  attempt 
they  (hall  be  engaged  in  again  ft  the  holy  city  of  God,  againft  that 
holy  city,  wherein  lately,  and  for  fo  Song  a  time,  fo  much  of  ths 
religion  of  Corift  had  been  feen.  They  (hall  then  be  about  to  per¬ 
petrate  the  mofi  horrid  defign  againft  this  church. 

The  numeroufnefs  of  the  wicked  that  (hall  then  be,  is  another 
thing  which  (hall  efpeciaSly  call  for  Chrift’s  coming  :  for  the  world 
will  doubtlefs  then  be  exceeding  full  of  people,  having  continued 
fo  long  in  fo  great  a  ftate  of  profperity/  without  fuch  terrible  de» 
folating  extremities,  as  wars,  psftilences,  and  the  like,  to  dimi- 
aifh  them.  The  moft  of  this  world,  which  (hall  be  fo  populous* 
will  be  feh  wicked  contemptuous  apofhtcs  fromGod.  Undoubtedly 
that  will  be  a  day  wherein  the  world  will  be  by  far  fuller  of  wick¬ 
ednefs  than  ever  before  it  was  from  the  foundation  of  it*  And  if 
the  wickednefs  of  the  old  world,  when  men  began  to  multiply  o® 
5he  earth,  Called  for  the  deftru&ion  of  the  world  by  a  deluge  of 
waters,  this  wickednefs  will  as  much  cal!  for  its  deftra&ion  by  a 
deluge  of  fire. 

Again,  the  circumftances  of  the  church  at  that  day  will  alfo  em¬ 
inently  c all  for  she  immediate  appearing  of  Gfcrift,  as  they  will  b® 
compared  about  by  their  bJafphemouB  murderous  enemies,  juft 
ready  to  be  {wallowed  up  by  them.  And  It  will  be  a  moft  diftreffing 
time  with  the  church,  excepting  ifie  comfort  they  will  have  in  the 
hope  of  deliverance  from  God  :  for  all  other  help  will  feem  to  fail. 
The  cafe  will  be  comz  to  the  Saft  extremity,  and  there  will  be  an 
immediate  need  that  Chrift  fhould  come  to  their  deliverance.  Tho* 
the  church  (hall  be  fo  eminently  threatened,  yet  fo  will  Providence 
order  it,  that  it  (hall  be  preserved  till  Chrift  (hall  appear  in  his 
immediate  prefence,  coming  in  the  glory  of  his  Father  with  all  his 
holy  angels.  Then  will  come  the  time  when  all  the  elcdl  (hall  be 
gathered  in.  That  work  of  convention  which  has  been  carried 
on  from  the  beginning  of  the  church  after  the  fall  through  all  ihofe 
ages,  (hall  be  carried  on  no  more.  There  never  (hall  another  foul 
he  converted.  Every  one  of  thofe  many  millions,  whofe  name, 
were  written  in  the  book  of  life  before  the  foundation  of  the  worlds 
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{ball  be  brought  in  ;  not  one  foul  ills!!  be  loft.  The  myftical  body 
ofChsift,  which  ha*  been  growing  face  it  firft  began  in  the 
days  of  Adam,  will  be  complete  as  to  number  of  parts,  having 
every  one  of  its  members,  t  In  this  rcfpcft,the  work  of  redemption 
will  now  be  finilhed.  And  now  the  end  for  which  the  means  of 
grace  have  been  Inftituted  (hall  be  obtained.  All  that  effeft  which 
was  Intended  to  be  accompli  (bed  by  them  (hall  now  be  accomplilhcd. 

Sect.  II. 

THUS  I  have  flhown  how  the  fuccefs  of  Chrift’s  redemption 
has  been  aceompliihcd  during  the  continuance  of  tbcChriftian 
church  under  the  means  of  grace.  We  have  feen  what  great  revo¬ 
lutions  there  have  been  -and  are  to  be,  during  this  fpace  of  time  j 
how  the  great  wheels  of  providence  have  gone  round  for  the  accom- 
pliftiment  of  that  kind  of  fuccefs  of  Chrift’s  purchafe,  which  confifti 
In  the  beftowment  of  grace  on  the  eleft  ;  and  we  are,  in  the  pro- 
fecution  of  the  fubjeft,  come  to  the  time  when  ail  the  wheels  have 
gone  round  ;  the  courfe  of  things  in  this  ftate  of  it  is  finilhed,  and 
all  things  are  ripe  for  Cbrift’s  coming  to  judgement. 

You  may  remember,  that  when  1  began  to  difeourfe  of  this  third 
proportion ,  viz.  Thai  from  the  refurreftion  of  Chrift  to  the  end 
of  the  world,  the  whole  time  is  taken  up  in  procuring  the  fuccefs 
and  effsft  of  Chrift’s  purchafe  of  redemption*  I  obferved, 
that  the  fuccefs  of  4Chrift’s  purchafe  Is  of  two  kinds,  confift- 
either  in  grace  or  glory  ;  and  that  the  fuccefs  coniifting  in  the  far¬ 
mer  of  thefe,  is  to  he  feen  in  thofe  works  of  God  which  are 
wrought  during  thofe  ages  that  the  church  is  continued  under  the 
means  of  grace  ;  and  that  the  fuccefs,  confiding  im  the  latter,  will 

chiefly  be  accompli  (bed  at  the  day  of  judgement. 

Having  already  fhown  how  the  former  kind  of  fuccefa  has  brea 

accomplifhed,  I  come  now,  in  the  fecond  place,  to  the  latter, 
viz,  that  kind  of  fuccefs  which  is  accomplished  in  the  b:ftewznent 
of  glory  on  the  church,  which  ih&li  chiefly  be  be  ftp  wed  on  the 
church  at  the  day  of  judgement.— — Here  I  would  mention  two  ot 


three  things  in  the  general  concerning  this  kind  of  fuccefs  of 
Chrift’*  purchafe. 

i.  How  great  the  fuccefs  of  Chrift’s  purchafe  is,  chiefly  appears 
in  this.  The  fuccefs  of  Chrift’*  purchafe  does  fummarily  con  ft  ft 
In  the  falvatioft  of  the  cleft.  But  this  beftowment  of  glory  is  c- 
minently  called  their  falvaiion:  Heb.  ix.  28.^  “  To  thcm 
look  for  him,  (hall  he  appear  the  fecond  time,  without  fin  unto  fal- 

vation.’. _ ■  So  it  is  called  redemption,  being  eminently  tbas 

wherein  the  redemption  of  the  church  confifts.  So  in  Eph.  iv.  30 . 

Sealed  unto  the  day  of  redemption  and  Luke  xxt.  2b,  an~ 
Eph,  1414.  “  Redemption  of  the  purchafcdpoflcifton.*’  ^  ^ 


V-  ‘  ... 


27* 


thw  Work  of  REDEMFTIO  N. 

2.  All  that  ii  before  this,  while  the  church  is  urckr  the  means 
of  grace,  i«  only  to  mike  way  tor  the  fuccef*  whica  is  to  oe  .  c 
compli&ed  in  the  beftowment  of  glory.  The  means  of  grace  are 
to  tic  for  glory  ;  and  God’s  grace  itfelf  is  beftowed  on  the  ckd  to 

make  them  meet  for  glory.  , 

3.  Ail  thofe  glorious  things  which  were  brought  to  pais  tor  the 

church  while  under  the  means  of  grace,  are  but  images  nd  ihadows 
of  this.  So  were  thofe  glorious  things  which  were  accompltiSted 
for  the  church  in  the  days  of  Conftantine  the  Great ;  a»jd  *0  i*  « 
that  glory  which  is  to  be  accomplifhcd  in  the  glorious  times  of  the 
church  which  are  to  fuceeed  the  fall  of  Antichrift.  As  great  as  it 
is,  it  is  all  but  a  fhadow  of  what  will  be  beftowed  at  the  day  o 
judgement  :  and  therefore,  as  I  have  already  often  obferved,  all 
thofe  preceding  events,  by  which  God  wrought  glorious  thing* 
for  his  church,  are  fpoken  of  in  feripture  as  images  of  Chrift  s  iaft 
coming  to  judgement. 

But  I  haften  more  particularly  to  fhow  how  this  kind  of  fucccf* 

of  ChriiVs  purebafe  is  accomplifhed. 

1.  Cfarift  will  appear  in  the  glory  of  his  Father,  with  all  his  ho¬ 
ly  angels,  coming  in  the  clouds  of  heaven.  When  the  world  i* 
thus  revelling  in  their  wickednefs,  and  compaffmg  the  holy  city 
about,  juft  ready  to  deftroy  it,  and  when  the  church  is  reduced  to 
fuch  a  great  ftrait,  then  fhall  the  glorious  Redeemer  appear.  Ho 
through  whom  this  redemption  has  all  along  been  carried  on,  ha 
fhall  appear  in  the  fight  of  the  world  ;  the  light  of  his  glory  fhall 
break  forth  ;  the  whole  world  fhall  immediately  have  notice  of  it, 
and  they  (hall  lift  up  their  eyes  and  behold  this  wonderful  fight# 

It  is  faid,  “  Every  eye  fhall  fee  him,”  Rev.  i.  7 - Chrift  fhall 

appear  coming  in  his  human  nature,  in  that  fame  body  which  was 
brought  forth  in  a  ftable,  and  laid  in  a  manger,  and  which  after¬ 
wards  was  fo  cruelly  ufed,  and  nailed  to  the  crofs. 

Men  fhall  now  lift  up  their  eyes,  and  fee  him  coming  in  fuch 
majefty  and  glory  as  now  is  to  us  utterly  inconceivable.  The  glo* 
ry  of  the  fun  in  a  clear  firmament,  will  be  but  darknefs  in  compa- 
rffon  of  it ;  and  all  the  glorious  angels  and  archangels  fhall  attend 
upon  him,  thoufand  thoufandi  miniftering  to  him,  and  ten  thou- 
fand  times  ten  thoufand  round  about  him.  How  different  a  per® 
fon  will  he  then  appear  from  what  he  did  at  his  firft  coming,  whc?s 
he  was  a  root  out  of  a  dry  ground,  a  poor,  defpifed,  afHi&ed 
man  !  How  different  now  is  his  appearance,  in  she  midft  of  thofe 
glorious  angels,  principalities,  and  powers,  in  heavenly  placer, 
attending  him  as  his  ordinary  fervants,  from  what  it  was  when  in 
the  midft  of  a  ring  of  foldiers,  with  his  mock  robe  and  his  crown 
of  thorns,  to  be  buffeted  and  fpit  upon,  or  banging  on  the  crof* 
between  two  thieves,  with  a  multitude  of  his  enemies  about  hi© 
triumphing  over  him  1 
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Thu  fight  will  be  a  Mo*  une*peaed  light  to  the  wicked  world  : 

ofzrnr:  v **  mi?cight :  ihty  ^ca »« ^  m 

o.  fc„f  wickedneft ,  and  it  will  give  them  a  dreadful  alarm,  I, 
_,ro  ,  0,1“e  ^M^,UP the,r  reve,»* tbcir  c*»‘ng,  and  drinking,  and 
ST  Tu  h(w,,lpu*»^Kendt°tbedefignofthegreat  army 
that  mu  then  be  cotnpa/Hng  the  camp  of  the  faints :  it  will  make 
tern  let  drop  their  weapons  out  of  their  hands.  The  world,  which 
will  then  be  ^cry  full  of  people,  moft  of  whom  will  be  wicked 
men,  will  then  be  filled  with  dolorous  Hi  riding  and  crying  >  for 
all  the  kindreds  of  the  earth  (hall  wail  becaufe  of  him,  Rev.  i.  7. 
VVhcre  fbiii  they  hide  themfdves  ?  How  will  the  fight  of  that 
™  ^rrify  them  when  taken  in  the  midfl  of  their  wick- 

s  *  T;isn  thgy  ^aii  fee  who  he  is,  what  kind  of  perfon  he 
55,  Wiioaj  they  h?.ie  mocked  and  fcofFed  at,  and  whofe  church 
tnsy  have  been  endeavouring  to  overthrow.  This  fight  will  change 
volcf*  voice  of  their  laughter  and  (higing,  while  they 
arc  marrying  aid  giving  in  marriage,  and  the  voice  of  their  fcof- 
ikad  be  changed  into  hideous,  yea  hdlifh  yelling.  Thdr 
countenances  (ha‘1  be  changed  from’ a  (how  of  carnal  mirth,  hiugh- 
gy  pride,  and  contempt  of  God’s  people  ;■  it  (hall  put  on  a  fhew 
©fghaftly  terror  and  amazement  ;  and  trembling  and  chattering 
of  teeth  (hall  febe  upon  them. 

But  with  refpedt  to  the  faints,  &e  church  of  Chrift,  It  (Ball  be 
a  joyful  arm  a  mod  glorious  fight  to  them  :  for  this  fight  will  at 
once  deliver  them  from  all  fear  of  their  enemies,  who  were  before 
comp*  fling  them  about,  juft  ready  to  f wallow  them’  up  Deliver* 
mac  *  Haad  come  In  their  e3ctreo4ity  :  the  glorious  Captain  of  tbcis 
fa.vatioa  .unit  appear  or  them,  at  a  time  when  no  other  help  ap¬ 
peared.  Then  (h  ill  they  lift  up  their  beads,  and  their  redemption 
fh  'II  be  drawing  aigh,  Luke  xxi  —  -*Thui  Chrsfl  will  appeal 
with  infinite  rnajefty,  and  ye:  at  the  fame  it  me  they  (hill  fee  inf- 
nke  love  in  his  countenance  to  them  Thu*  to  fee  then  Rcdeeaace 
€om»og  in  the  clouds  of  heaven,  will  fill  their  heart*  full  of  gSad- 
nefs.  Their  countenances  alfo  fftal!  be  changed,  but  not  as  rhs 
countenance*  o'  the  :kri  but  (hall  be  changed  from  being  sor¬ 
rowful  to  be  exceeding  joyful  and  triumphant.  Now  the  work 
of  redemption  will  be  Hr  ifljed  in  another  fenfe,v;z.  that  the  whole 
church  Hull  be  completely  ?nd  eternally  freed  from  all  persecution 
and  moftftation  fr  >m  wicked  men  and  devils. 

1  The  hfi  trumpet  fih„  *  found,  and  the  dead  (hall  be  raifed, 
and  the  living  changed,  God  fent  forth  his  angels  with  a  great 
found  of  a  trumps? ,  to  gather  together  his  e!e&  from  the  four 
corners  of  the  earth  in  a  myftieal  fen fe.  before  the  dcftru&icn  of 
Jerufalem  ;  i.  e.  he  fent  forth  the  apcfUes,  and  others,  to  preach 

the  gofpd  ail  over  the  world*  And  fo  in  a  my fticai  fenfe  the  great 

\  .  trumpet 
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tium pet  was  blown  at  the  beginning  of  the  glorious  time*  of  the 
church.  But  now  the  great  trumpet  is  Llown  in  a  more  tires  si  fenie, 
with  a  mighty  found,  which  (hakes  the  earth.  There  will  be  a 
great  fignal  given  by  a  mighty  found  made,  which  is  called  the 
voice  of  the  archangel,  as  being  the  angel  of  greareft  ftreogth,  a 
Tbcf.  iv.  1 6,  44  For  the  Lord  himfeH  (ball  *'  1 
with  a  Ihout,  with  the  voice  ot  the  archangel,  arm  with  the  trun  p 
of  God."  On  the  found  of  the  great  trumpet,  the  dead  (hall  be 
raifed  every  where  Now  the  number  of  the  dead  is  very  great. 
How  many  has  death  cut  down  for  fo  long  a  time  as  fmee  tiic.  world 
has  flood.  But  then  the  number  will  be  much  greatCF  after  the 
world  fhsdi  have  flood  fo  much  longer,  and  through  moft  of  the 
remaining  time  will  doubtjef*  be  much  fuller  of  inhabitants  than 
ever  it  has  been.  AH  thefe  (hall  new  rife  from  the  dead  The 
gnves  ftutl  be  opened  every  where  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  and 
the  fea  (hail  give  up  the  innumerable  dead  that  arc  in  it,  Rev,  xs. 


^  3  • 

Now  all  the  inhabitants  that  ever  (ball  have  been  upon  the  face 
of  the  earth,  from  the  beginning  of  the  world  to  that  time,  (fa ail  all 
appear  upon  earth  at  once  ;  all  that  ever  have  been  of  the  church  of 
God  in  ail  ages,  Adsm  am  Eve,  the  firft  parents  of  mankind,  and 
Abel,  and  Seth,  and  Metbufel^h,  and  ait  the  faints  who  were  their 
contemporaries,  and  Noah,  and  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob,  and 
the  prophets  of  Ifraci,  and  the  faints  in  the  time.  of  Antiochus 
Epiphanei,  and  ail  that  were  of  the  church  in  their  times  ;  *31 

the  holy  a  pottles  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  all  the  flints  of  their  tiroes  ; 
and  all  the  holy  martyrs  under  the  ten  Heathen  perfections.  And 
all  who  belonged  to  the  church  in  its  wiltfcirnefi  Hate,  during,  the 
dsrk  rimes  of  Antlcbrift,  and  all  the  holy  martyrs  who  Hve  fuf- 
fered  under  the  cruelty  of  thtPnpifh  perfecutions;  and  a li  the  faints 
of  the  prefent  time,  snd  all  the  faints  who'  art  hue  in  this  aficcn- 
bly  among  the  reft  ;  and  all  that  (ball  be  from  hence  tc  the  end  of 
the  world. — —Now  alfo  all  the  enemies  of  the  church  that  have 


or  fhs.ll  be  in  ail  the  ages  of  the  world,  fhd!  appear  upon  the  f||£ 
of  the  earth  again  ;  all  the  wicked  killed  in  the  flood,  and  the 
multitudes  that  died  all  over  the  world  among  G.  V  profefiing, 
people,  or  others  j  all  that  died  in  all  the  Heathen  nations  before 
Chrift,  and  all  the  wicked  Heathens,  and  Jews  and  Mahometans, 
and  papifts,  that  have  died  fmee  ;  all  (hail  come  together  Sin¬ 
ners  of  all  forts  ;  derouie  hypocrites  ;  thofe  who  have  tht  faireft 
andbeft  omfide,  and  open  profane  drunkards,  whorem after®,  here¬ 
tics,  Deifts,  and  all  cruel  perfecutors,  and  all  that  have  died  or  {bail 
die  in  fin  among  ft  us. 

At  the  fame  time  that  the  dead  arc  raifed,  the  living  (hall  be 

c&asgcd.  The  bodies  of  tJhc  wicked  who  ftwll  thea  be  living* 

•  '  "  • "  '  *  v  $aU  " 
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^ '  '  •  50  cbsR85d  **  t0  fa  '  fate  for  eternal  torment  without  cor. 

tup-  -  j,  and  tfaebodiw  of  m  3 he  living  faints  (hall  be  changed 

to  b.  lk  Chnr*  glorious  body,  i  Cor.  xv.51  r2.  cz _ 

-  Tne  bodies  of-  the  faints  ihail-be  fo  changed  as  to  render  them 
for  ever  incapable  of  pain,  or  affliftion,  or  uneafmeft  ;  and  all 
that  dnllnefs  and  hcavinefs,  and  all  that  deformity,  which  their 
bodies  had  before,  /hall  be  put  off  ;  and  they  (hall  put  on  length, 

and  beauty,  and  aftivity,  and  incorruptible  unfading  glory.  la 

fuch  glory  (hall  the  bodies  of  all  the  rifen  faints  appear. 

Now  the  work  of  redemption  fhall  be  finifhed  in  another  re* 
fpeft ,  viz,  that  all  tne  cleft  fball  now  be  aftually  redeemed  in 
both  foul  and  body.  Before  this,  the  work  of  redemption,  as  to 
its  sftual  fuccefa,  was  but  incomplete  and  imperfect  ;  for  only 
the  fouls  of  the  redeemed  were  actually  faved  and  glorified,  except¬ 
ing  in  feme  few  inftaRces:  but  now  all  the  bodies  of  the  faints 
Hi  all  be  faved  and  glorified  together  ;  all  the  deft  fballl  be  glo¬ 
rified  in  the  whole  man,  and  the  foul  and  body  ia  union  one 
With  the  other. 

3  Now  (hall  the  whole  church  of  faints  be  caught  up  in 
the  clouds  to  meet  the  Lord  in  the  air,  and  all  wicked  men  and 
devils  (ball  be  arrainged  before  the  judgement  feat.  When  the 
dead  faints  are  raifgd,  then  the  whole  church,  confining  of  all  the 
deft  through  all  ages,  will  be  ftanding  together  on  the  face  of  the 
earth,  Lt  lead'  all  excepting  thofe  few  whofe  bodies  were  glorified 
before  ;  and  then  they  (hall  all  mount  up  as  with  wings  in  the  air  to 
meet  Chriffc  :  for  it  feemsthaiOhrift,  when  he  comes  to  judgement, 
will  not  come  quite  down  to  she  ground,  but  his  threfoe  will  be  fix¬ 
ed  jo  the  air,  in  the  region  of  the  clouds,  whence  he  may  be  feen 
by  all  that  vaft  multitude  that  (ball  be  gathered  before  him.  The 
church  of  faints  therefore  (ball  be  taken  up  from  the  earth  to  af- 
cand  up  to  their  Saviour.  Thus  the  apoftle  tells  us,  that  when  the 
dead  in  Chrifi  are  raifed,  and  the  living  changed,  then  thofe  who 
sre  alive  and  remain,  (haft  be  caught  up  together  with  them  to 
meet  the  '  Lord  in  the  air,  and  fo  (ball  we  be  ever  with  the 
Lord,  i  Thef  iv.  16  17.  What  a  wonderful  fight  will  that  be, 
when  all  the  many  minions  of  iaints  are  feen  thus  mounting  up 
from  all  parti*  of  the  world  1 

Then  (ball  the  work  of  redemption  be  flaifbcd  in  another  re- 
fpeft:  then  fhall  the  whole  church  be  perfeftly  and  for  ever  deliver¬ 
ed  from  thi«  prefent  evil  wot ld,for  ever  forfakc  this  curfed  ground: 
they  fball  take  their  everlafting  leave  of  this  earth,  where  they  have 
been  ftrargers,  and  which  has  been  for  the  moil  part  fuch  a  fccne 
of  their  troubles  and  forrow  ;  where  the  devil  for  the  mo  ft  part  haj 
reigned  as  god,  and  has  greatly  molefted  them,  and  which  has  been 

fucb  a  few  of  y  ickcducfs  and  abomination  >  when  Cbrift  thei* 

lo{  d 
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Lord  has  been  cruelly  uftd  ;  and  where  they  have  been  fo  hated, 
and  reproached,  and  perfccuted,  from  age  to  age,  through  moft  of 
the  ages  of  the  world.  They  fhal!  leave  it  under  foot  to  go  to 
Chrift,  and  never  (hall  fet  foot  on  it  again;  And  there  (hall  be 
an  cverlafting  reparation  made  between  them  and  wicked  men* 
Before  they  were  mixed  together,  and  it  was  impoft'.ble  in  many 
inftanccs  to  determine  which  were  which  ;  but  now  all  (ball  become 
vifible ;  both  faints  and  Tinners  (hall  appear  in  their  true  chara<fter§. 

Then  fhall  all  the  church  be  feen  flowing  together  in  the  air  to 
the  place  where  Chrift  fhall  have  fixed  bis  throne,  coming  front 
the  caft  and  weft,  and  north  and  fouth,  to  the  right  hand  of  Chrift. 
What  a  mighty  cloud  of  them  then  will  there  be,  when  all  that  ever 
have  been  of  the  church  of  God,  all  that  were  before  Chrift,  all  that 
multitude  of  fainti  that  were  in  the  apoftles  lime,  and  all  that  were 
£a  the  days  of  Conftantioe  the  Great,  and  all  that  were  before 
and  fince  the  Reformation,  and  alfo  all  that  great  multitude  of 
faints  that  (hall  be  in  all  the  glorious  times  of  the  church,  when  the 
whole  earth  fhall  for  fo  many  generations  be  full  of  faints,  and  al¬ 
fo  all  that  fhall  be  then  living  when  Chrift  (hall  come  ;  I  fay,  whafc 
a  cloud  of  them  will  there  be,  when  all  tbefe  are  feen  flocking  to- 
gether  in  the  region  of  the  clouds  at  the  right  hand  of  Chrift  ! 

Then  alfo  the  work  of  redemption  will  be  hnifhed  in  another 
refpetft,  vi2.  that  then  the  church  (hall  all  be  gathered  together. 
They  all  belonged  to  one  fociety  before,  but  yet  were  greatly  fc- 
parsted  with  refped  to  the  place  of  their  habitation  ;  fome  being  in 
heaven,  and  fome  on  earth  ;  and  thofe  who  were  on  earth  together 
were  feparated  one  from  another,  many  of  them  by  wide  oceans, 
and  vaft  continents.  But  now  they  (ball  all  be  gathered  together, 
never  to  be  feparated  any  more.  Not  only  fhall  all  the  members  of 
the  church  now  be  gathered  together,  but  all  fhall  be  gathered  unto 
their  Head,  into  his  immediate  glorious  prefence,  never  to  be  fe¬ 
parated  from  him  any  more.  This  never  came  to  pafs  till  now. 

At  the  fame  time,  all  vricked  men  and  devils  fhall  be  brought 
before  the  judgement  feat  of  Chrift.  Thefe  (hall  be  gathered  to  the 
left  hand  of  Chrift,  and,  as  it  feems,  will  ftiil  remain  upon  the 
earth,  and  (hall  not  be  caught  up  into  the  air,  as  the  faints  (hall  be. 
Ihe  devil,  that  old  ferpent,  fhall  now  be  dragged  up  out  of  hell. 
He,  that  firft  procured  the  fall  and  mifery  of  mankind,  and  has  fo 
fet  himfdf  againft  their  redemption,  and  has  all  along  (hown  him- 
felf  fucb  an  inveterate  enemy  to  the  Redeemer  ;  row  he  (hall  ne¬ 
ver  more  have  any  thing  to  do  with  the  church  of  God,  or  be  fuf- 
fered  in  the  Icaft  to  affiift  or  aaoleft  any  member  of  it  any  more 
for  ever.  Inftead  of  that,  now  he  mu  ft  be  judged,  and  receive  the 
due  reward  of  his  deeds.  Now  is  come  the  time  which  he  has  al¬ 
ways  dreaded,  and  trembled  ?Mhc  fought  of;  the  time  wherein  he 
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be  judged,  and  receive  bis  full  puifhenent,  rie  who  byhis 
temptation  malicoufSy  procured  Chrift’s  crudfi&ion,  and  triumph¬ 
ed  upon  s*?  as  though  he  had  obtained  the  vi&ory,  c?en  ht  (h  ill 
fee  the  eonfcquences  of  the  death  of  Chrift  which  he  procured  :  for 
Chrift’s  cpming  to  judge  him  in  his  bum  an  nature  it  the  confer 
quence  of  it  5  for  Chrift  obtained  mi  pwrdnfed  this  glory  to  him* 
fdf  by  that  death.  Mow  bt  myft  fund  before  that  faate  Jefut 
.  whofc  death  he  procured,  to  bfi  judged,  condemned,  and  eternally 
deftroyed  by  him.  If  Satan,  the  prince  of  hell,  trembles  at  the 
thought  of  at  tboufands  of  years  beforehand,  how  much  more  will 
he  tremble,  as  proud  and  as  ftubbora  as  be  ii,  when  be  comes  to 
ft  and  at  Chrift’s  bar! 

Tbzn  (hall  he  alfo  ftand  at  the  bar  of  the  faints,  whom  he  has  f© 
hated,  and  aft£i<fted,  and  molefted  :  for  the  faints  (hall  judge  him 
with  Chrift  :  1  Cor  vi.  3  <(  JCnovr  yc  not  that  we  (hall  judge 

angels  V*  Mow  fh;-il  he  be  as  it  were  fubdued  under  the  church's 
feet,  agreeable  to  Rom.  xvi,  20  — —  Satan,  when  he  firft  tempt¬ 
ed  our  fit  ft  parents  to  fall,  deceitfully  and  lyingly  told  them,  that 
they  fhould  be  gods  :  but  littic  did  he  think  that  the  confequence 
Should  be,  that  they  fhould  indeed  be  fo  much  as  gods,  as  to  be  af- 
feffors  with  God  to  judge  him,  Much  left  did  he  think,  that  that 
conftqnence  would  follow,  that  one  of  that  nature  which  he  theta 
tempted,  one  of  she  pofterify  of  ebofe  perfons  whom  he  tempted, 
Should  actually  be  united  ?o  God,  and  that  astyodhe  fhould  judge 
the  world,  and  that  he  himfclf  muft  ftand  trembling  and  aftonifhed 
before  his  judgement  feat.  But  thus  all  the  devils  in  hell,  who 
have  fo  oppofec!  Chrift  and  hi*  kingdom,  (hall  cow  at  laft  ftand 

in  utmoft  amazement  and  horror  before  Chrift  and  his  church,  who 

/  v;'  ^  ”  * 

l&all  appear  to  condemn  them. 

Now  aifo  (hall  all  Chrift’s  other  enemies  be  brought  to  appear 
before  him.  Now  (hall  wicked  proud  feribes  and  Pharifees,  who 
bad  fuch  a  malignant  hatred  of  Chrift  while  In  this  ftate  of  humi¬ 
liation,  and  who  peifecuted  Chrift  to  death,  thofe  before  whofc 
judgement  feat  Chrift  was  once  called  and  ftood,  as  a  malafa&or 
it  their  bar,  and  thofe  who  mocked  him,  and  buffeted  him,  and 
fpit  in  his  face  ;  now  (hall  they  fee  Chrift  in  his  glory,  as  Chrift 
forewarned  them  in  the  time  of  it,  Matth  mi.  64  Gy.  Then 
Chrift  was  before  their  judgement -feat  ;  but  now  it  is  their  turn. 
They  (hall  ftand  before  bis  judgement-feat  with  inconceivable  hor¬ 
ror  and  amazement,  with  ghaftly  countenances,  and  quaking 
limbi,  and  chattering  teeth,  and  knees  fmiting  one  againil ano¬ 
ther. 

Now  alfo  all  the  cruel  enemies  and  pcrfecutors  of  the  church  that 
ihave  been  in  all  ages,  fhall  come  in  fight  together.  Pharaoh  and 
Che  Egyptian^  Aijtigdw  Epipbagci,  and  the  perfecting  fcribe« 
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and  Pharifecs,  the  perfecting  Heathen  emperor*,  Julsab  the  a- 
poftatc,  the  cruel  pcrfecuting  Pope*  and  P  pifts,  Gog  and  Magogp 
fcall  all  appear  at  once  before  the  j  .dgement  feat  of  Ct  rift.  They 
and  the  faint*  who  have  in  every  age  been  perfected  by  them, 
(hall  come  in  fight  on£  of  another,  and  rauft  cob  front  on®  another 
now  before  the  great  jadge.  Now  ftsall  the  faint*  on  their  glori¬ 
ous  thrones  be  nude  the  judge*  of  thofe  unjuft  king*  and  ruler*  who 
have  before  judged  and  condemned  them,  ana  cruelly  put  them  to 
death*  Now  (hall  thofe  perfecutor*  behold  the  glory  to  which  they 
are  arrived  whom  they  before  fo  cruelly  lefpifcd,  and  fo  cruelly 
ufed  ;  and  Cbrift  will  make  thofc  holy  martyr*  as  it  were  to  come 
and  let  their  feet  on  the  necks  of  their  perfecutors ;  they  fitall  be 
made  their  footftool* 

Thus  wonderfully  will  the  face  of  thing*  be  altered  from  what 
ufed  to  be  in  the  format  times  of  the  world  ;  now  will  all  thing*  be 
coming  to  rights. 

4*  The  rigbteoufntf*  of  the  church  fin  12  be  manifefted,  and  all 
ihc  wkkednefs  of  their  enemies  (hall  be  brought  to  light.  Thofe 
faint*  who  had  been  the  obje&s  of  hatred,  reproach,  and  contempt 
in  the  world,  and  were  reviled  and  condemned  by  their  perfccu- 
Son  whhout  caufe,  (hall  now  be  fully  vindicated.  They  (hall  now 
appear  clothed  with  the  gloriou3  robe  of  Ghrift’s  rigbteouf- 
nef*.  It  flull  be  moft  manifeft  before  the  world,  that  ChrilVs 
rigbteoufncfs  it  theira,  and  they  (hall  as  it  were  glorioufly  (bine 
forth  in  it.  Then  alfo  (hall  their  inherent  kolinefs  be  made  man!- 
left,  and  all  their  good  works  (hall  be  brought  to  light.  The  good 
things  which  they  did  in  fecret  (hall  now  be  manifefied  openly, 
Thofe  holy  one*  of  God,  who  had  been  treated  as  though  they 
were  the  filth  and  offscouring  of  the  earth,  as  though  they  were  not 
(It  to  live  upon  earth,  as  worfc  than  beaft*  or  devils,  ih^Il  now* 
when  things  (hall  appear  a#  they  arc,  appear  to  have  been  the  excel¬ 
lent  of  the  earth*  Now  God  will  bring  forth  their  rghteoufnefs  as 
the  light,  and  their  judgement  as  the  noan«d?y*  Now  it  (halt  ap® 
pear  who  were  thofe  wicked  perfons  that  were  not  fit  to  live,  wbe© 
all  the  wickednsfi  of  the  enemies  of  Chrift  and  his  church,  theig* 
pride,  their  malice,  their  cruelty,  their  hatred  of  true  religion* 
(ball  be  fet  forth  in  all  the  horrid  aft s  of  it,  and  with  all  it*  aggra¬ 
vations  in  its  proper  colours. 

Now  the  righteous  may  be  heard  h^orc  this  great  Judge,  who 
could  not  be  beard  beforr  thofe  unjuft  judges.  Now  they  fhall  de¬ 
clare  their  caufe,  and  (hall  rife  up  in  judgement  againft  their  per¬ 
fecutors,  and  ftiaH  declare  ho*’  they  have  been  treated  by  them. 
Now  all  the  wickedaefi  of  tbc  w*cked  of  the  whole  world  (hall 
be  brought  to  light.  All  'heir  fec^t  wlekednefi,  and  their  very 
heart*,  (hall  be  opened  to  the  view,  and  as  it  were  turned  inftde 

out 
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out  before  the  bright  light  of  that  great  day  :  and  things  that  have 
been  lpoken  in  the  ear,  in  the  clofet,  and  done  in  the  dark,  fhall 
be  manifefled  in  the  light,  and  proclaimed  before  ail  angels  and 
men  that  are,  ever  were,  or  fhall  be* 

5.  The  fen  ten  ce  fhall  be ‘pronounced  on  the  righteoui  and  tbs 
wicked.  Chrift, the  glorious  judge,  fhall  pafs  that  bleffed  fentence 
on  the  church  at  hii  right  hand,  “  Come,  ye  bleffed  of  my  Father, 
inherit  the  kingdom  prepared  for  you  from  the  foundation  of  the 
world.  This  fentence  fhall  be  pronounced  with  infinite  love, 
and  the  voice  will  be  moft  fweet,  caufing  every  heart  to  flow  w;th 
joy  Thus  Chrift  fhall  pronounce  a  fentence  of  juftification  on 
ihoufands  and  millions,  who  have  before  had  a  fentence  of  con¬ 
demnation  pafTed  upon  them  by  their  perfecting  rulers.  He  will 
thus  put  honor  upon  thofe  who  have  been  before  defpifed  :  he  will 

them  for  his,  and  will  as  it  were  put  a  crown  of  glory  upon 

their  heads  before  the  world  ;  and  then  fhall  they  fhine  forth  as  the 

fun  with  Jefus  Chrift  in  glory  and  joy,  in  the  fight  of  all  their  ene¬ 
mies. 

Then  fhall  the  fentence  of  condemnation  be  pafTed  on  the  wick- 
ed,  * *  Depart,  ye  curfcd,  into  everlafting  fire,  prepared  for  the 
devil  and  his  angels.  '  Thus  fhall  the  church's  enemies  be  con¬ 
demned  ;  in  which  fentence  of  condemnation,  the  holy  martyrs, 
who  have  buffered  from  them,  fhall  concur.  When  the  words  of 
this  fentence  are  pronounced,  they  will  ftrik®  every  heart  of  ihofe 
st  the  left  hand  with  inconceivable  horror  and  amazement  Eve* 
g-y  fy liable  of  it  will  be  more  terrible  than  a  ftream  of  lightning 
through  their  hearts.  We  can  conceive  but  very  little  of  thofe 
ligns  and  exprcflions  of  horror  which  there  will  be  upon  it,  of 
(bricking,  quaking?  gnaihmg  of  teeth,  diftortions  of  countenance, 
hideous  looks,  hideous  actions,  and  hideous  voices,  through  all 
that  vaft  throng. 

6.  Upon  this  Chrift  and  all  his  church  of  faints,  and  all  the  ho¬ 
ly  angles  tniniftcriog  to  them,  fhall  leave  this  lower  world,  and 
aftfend  up  towards  the  higheft  heavens.  Chrift  fhall  afeend  in  as 
great  glory  as  he  defeended,  and  in  fome  refpefts  greater  :  for 
now  he  fhall  afeend  with  his  cleft  church  with  him,  glorifyed  in 
both  body  and  foul.  Chrift’s  flrft  afeenhon  to  heaven  foon  after 
his  own  refurreftion  was  very  glorious.  But  this  his  fecond  af- 
eenfion,  the  afeenfion  of  his  myftical  body,  his  whole  church,  fhall 
be  far  more  glorious.  The  redeemed  church  fhall  all  afeend  with 
him  in  a  moft  joyful  and  triumphant  manner  ;  and  all  their  eacmic* 
and  perfecutors,  who  fhall  be  left  behind  on  the  aecurfed  ground 
to  be  confumed,  fhall  fee  the  fight,  and  hear  their  fongs. 

Thus  ChrifVs  church  fhall  for  ever  leave  this  aecurfed  world,  to 
£0  go  into  that  more  glorious  world,  the  higheft  heavens,  into 

the 
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the'paradife  of  God, the  kingdom  that  was  prepared  for  them  front 

tbs  foundation  of  the  wo  ld.  . 

7.  When  they  are  gone,  this  world  ftiall  befct  on  fire,  and  be 
corned  into  a  great  furnace,  wherein  all  the  enemies  of  Cbrift  and 
bis  church  fhsfi  be  tormented  for  ever  and  ever.  This  is  aianifcfl; 
by  2  Pet.  ill.  7.  “  But  the  heavens  and  the  earth  which  are  now, 
by  the  fame  word  are  kept  in  (tore,  referved  unto  fi.e  againil  the 
day  of  judgement,  and  perdition  of  ungodly  men/"  When  Chrift 
and  his  church  arc  afeended  so  a  diftancc  frem  this  worlds  that  oni- 
ferable  company  of  wicked  being  left  behind,  to  have  their  fcntcncc 
executed  upon  them  here,  then,  fame  way  or  other,  this  whole 
Sower  world  lb  dl  be  fet  on  fire,  either  by  tire  from  heaven,  or  by 
fire  breaking  out  of  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  or  both,  as  ir  was  with 
the  water  in  tbs  time  of  the  deluge.  However,  thi*  lower  world 
fhali  be  fee  si!  on  lire.— — How  will  is  ftrikclkc  wicked  with 
horror,  when  the  fire  begins  tolay  hold  upon  them,  and  they  find 
no  way  tocfcapeit,  or  dee  or  hide  from  it  !  What  (hrieking 
and  crying  will  there  be  among  thofemarsy  thoufands  and  millions, 
when  they  begin  to  enter  into  that  great  furnace,  when  the  whole 
world  (hall  be  a  furnace  of  the  fierecT;  and  rooft  raging  heat  !  in*3 
io  much  that  the  Apo/Ue  P.i?cr  fays,  (  z  Pet.  Hi,  10.  12.  •),  thag 
"  *b«  heaven*  (hall  p*fi  atyay  with  great  noife,  and  the  element* 
fhal]  ineli  with  fervent  beat,  the'  earth  alfo  and  the  works  that  are 
therein,  flu  II  be  burnt  up  and  that  the  heavens  being  on  fire’ {hall 
be  diiTolved,  snd  the  elements  ihall  melt  whiih  fervent  heat/* 
£0  fierce  (hall  be  its  heat,  that  is  11  burn  the  earth  intopts  very 
centre:  which  kerns  to  be  wbatis  meant,  Deut.  xxxii  22.  6i  Foff 
a  fire  is  kindled  in  my  anger,  and  (lull  burn  unto  the  lovreft  hclfp 
srfd  (hall  cod  fume  the  earth  with  her  increafe,  and  hi  on  fire  thg 
foundations  of  the  mountains  1P 

Here  fhall  all  the  perfecutors  of  the  church  of  God  burn  it*  ever* 
lafting  fire,  who  have  before  burnt  the  faints  at  the  (take,  and  (half 
fufifer  torments  far  beyond  all  that  their  utmoft  wit  and  malice 
could  inflift  on  the  faints.  Here  the  bodies  of  all  the  wicked  ikail 
burn,  and  be  tormented  to  ail  eternity, and  never  be  confined;  and 
the  wrath  of  God  (hall  be  poured  ou?  on  their  fouls.  Though  she 
fouls  of  the  wicked  in  hell  do  now  fuffer  dreadful  puniftirnent,  yeg 
their  punifhmcnt  will  be  increafed  at  the  chy  of  judgement,  ihzt, 
v’voai  they  fuffeied  oefore,  is,  in  cor^parifoo  of  i  ,  as  an  itnprifoh— 
mznt  to  the  execution  which  follows  it.  Now  the  devil,  that  old 
ferpent,  {ball  receive  his  full  puniQament  ;  now  (hall  that  which  fcs? 
before  trembled  for  fear  of,  fully  come  epon  him.  This  worlds 
wtiica  formerly  ufed  to  be  the  place  of  his  kingdom,  where  he  fc% 
up  hitao.fe!f  as  God,  (hall  now  be  the  place  oi  hh  couplets  pi miftu 
full  aad  cveriaftipg  torment* 
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la  this,  one  deHgn  of  the  work  of  redemption  which  has  bcea 
mentioned,  viz.  putting  Chrift’s  enemies  under  his  feet,  (hall  be 
perfc&ly  accompHfhcd.  ilis  enemies  (hail  now  be  made  his  foot- 
ftool,  in  the  fulled  degree.  New  (hall  be  the  mod  perfeft  fulfil¬ 
ment  of  that  in  Gen,  iii.  2$;*  “  It  (had  bruife  thy  head.’9 

8.  At  the  fame  time,  all  the  church  (hall  enter  with  Cbrifly 
their  glorious  Lord,  into  the  higheft  heavcnf  and  theie  fhsll  enter 
on  the  date  of  their  bigheft  and  eternal  bltfTednefs  and  glory. 
While  the  lower  world,  which  they  left  under  their  feet,  is  feized 
with  the  fire  of  God’s  vengencc,  and  Hamcs  are  kindling  upon  it, 
and  the  wicked  are  entering  into  evet lading  fire,  the  whole  church 
£half  enter,  with  their  glorious  head,  and  all  the  ho^y  angels  attend* 
ing,  in  a  joyful  manner,  into  the  eternal  paradjfe  otGod,the  palace 
of  the  great  Jehovah,  their  heavenly  Father.  The  gates  (hall  open 
wide  for  them  to  entry,  and  there  Chrift  will  bring  * fcem  into  his 
chambers  in  the  hlghcfl  fenfe.  He  will  bring  them  into  bis  Fa¬ 
ther's  houfe,  into  a  world  not  like  that  which  they  have  left.  Hers 
Chrift  will  bring  them,  and  prefer**  them  in  gloiy  to  his  Father, 
faying,  {<  Here  am  I,  ail cfctfae  children  which  thou  haft  given 
me  ;  ’  as  much  as  to  fay.  Here  am  I,  with  every  one  of  thofe 
whom  thou  gaveft  me  from  etenrty  tot^ke.the  care  of,  that  they 
might  be  redeemed  and  glorified, and  to  redeem  whom  I  have  done 
and  fuffered  fo  much,  and  to  make  way  for  the  redemption  of 
whom  I  have  for  fo  many  ages  been  accompli  (king  fuch  great 
changes.  Here  they  are  now  perfectly  redeemed  in  body  and 
foul  ;  I  have  perfect; y  delivered  them  from  all  the  id  of  the 

fall,  and  perfectly  freed  them  from  all  their  enemies  :  1  have 
brought  them  all  together  into  one  glorious  foczety  :  2nd  united 
them  ail  in  myfelf  :  I  have  openly  juftified  them  before  ail  angeis 
End  men,  and  here  l  have  brought  them  all  away  from  ‘hat  accus¬ 
ed  world  where  they  have  fuffered  fo  much,  and  have  b- ought 
them  before  thy  throne  :  I  have  done  all  that  for  them  which  thou 
haft  appointed  me:  !  have  perfectly  clcanfed  them  from  all  filthi- 
Dcftfin  my  bloody  and  here  they  arc  in  perfect  holinefa,  ^ming 
with  thy  perfect  image. 

Then  the  Father  will  accept  of  them,  and  own  them  all  tor  his 
children,  and  will  welcome  them  to  the  eternal  and  perfetf:  inheri¬ 
tance  and  glory  of  his  houfe,  and  will  on  this  occalion  give  more 
glorious  manifeftations  of  his  love  than  ever  before,  and  will 
admit  them  to  a  more  full  and  perfed  enjoyment  of  hi  ml  ei  . 

And  now  (hall  be  the  marriage  of  the  Lamb  in  the  mod  per  cc 
fenfe.  The  commencement  of  the  glorious  times  of  the  churc 
on  earth,  after  the  fall  of  Antichrift,  is  reprefented  as  the 

of  the  Lamb  ;  and  this  (hall  be  the  marriage  of  the  Lamo  in 

higheft  fenfe  that  ever  (ball  be  on  earth  :  but  after  this  wc 
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,  ,  ,  „mh  the  clofe  of  the  day  of  judge- 

sn  other  marnage  o  toe  Lamb,  at  of  |he 

ment.  After  the  beloved  dtfc.ple  bad  gw* “  of  ReyeUtion, 

day  of  judgement,  tn  the  elofeo  t  «  ^  foii0ws,  in  the  21ft 

then  he  proceeds  to  give  an  account  ot  _  ch,p!er,  he  gives 

S3d  22d  chapters;  and  in  the  adverfe  of*  '  prtpatcd 

an  account,  that  he  Jaw  the  hoSy  cay ,  ^  ■  i  ftjin  bring 

b-H.  *«  •»>“>»“  re 

ta? b„i.g »  **  «ddi^-,.be., ......  *>*■»££;" 

angels.  And  there  they  enter  on  the  fcaft  a‘‘dK;;  °  ‘  v/cddin|- 

tefore  the  Father  ;  they  (hail  then  begin  an  ^  *a 

day.  This  (hall  be  the  day  of  the  gladne. to- Chat  ‘  '  , 

h/wfl|  gteatly  re.oce,  and  all  the  faints  fhall  rejoice  «tf>  them. 
Chrift  fh,H  rejoice  over  his  bride,  and  the  bride  M 
fcuibandjin  the  ft  ate  of  her  confummale  and  eveiUfting  ‘  ^  b 

of  Which  we  have  a  particular  defection  in  the  2 .  ft  and  22a  chap- 

Now  the  whole  work  of  redemption  is  finifhed.  -8  * 

how  it  has  been  carried  on  from  the  fall  ci  man  to  this  »*«»«•  j1 
now  it  is  complete  with  refpr.a  to  all  that  belongs  to  tt  Now  «» 
top  ftone  of  the  buiiding  is  hid.  In  the  prqgreft  of  Ac  d 1* 
courfe  on  this  fubjeft,  we  have  followed  the  church  of  God  in 
the  great  changes,  all  her  toffings  to  and  frothat  fhehasbe-n  u  - 
jett  to,  in  all  the  ftotms  and  tempefts  through  the  many  .  g  • 

the  world,  till  at  length  we  have  fetn  an  end  to  a.i  tacie  •  0 
We  have  fecn  her  enter  the  harbour,  and  landed  in  tee  hsghelt 
heavens,  in  complete  and  eternal  glory,  in  all  her  members,  foul 
and  body.  We  have  gone  through  time,  and  the  fevera.  cg  s  o 
it,  as  the  providence  of  God,  and  the  word  of  God.  have 
kd  u.  ;  and  now  we  have  iffued  into  eternity  after  time  Ml  be 
no  more.  We  have  feen  all  the  church)!  enemies  fixed  in  em-leis 
mifery,  and  have  feen  the  church  prelected  in  her  perfca  «Jemp- 
lion  before  the  Father  in  heaven,  there  to  enjoy  this  moft  unlpe.  e- 
able  and  inconceivable  glory  ar.d  bltfTednefs  ;  and  there  w -ate 
her  to  enjoy  this  glory  throughout  the  never  -ending  ages  of  ctei- 
• 

Now  all  Cbrift’s  enemies  will  be  perfe&ly  put  under  hk  feet,  and 

and  he  fhall  have  his  moft  perfect  triumph  ever  fin  and  Satan,  2nd 

all  his  inftruments,  and  death,  and  hell.  Now  (hall  all  the  promi- 

fes  made  to  Chrift  by  God  the  Father  before  the  foundation  of  the. 

world*  the  prooaifes  of  the  covenant  of  redemption,  be  f^-y  ae.- 

CQt»p*i(be<L 
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comp?  fh"L  CM  ft  rtnll  now  pcrfc^ly  have  obtained  the  Joy  rfcat 
WiJS  la  be'orc  him,  for  which  he  unierrock  thofe  great  fuff  ring* 
whjch  he  underwent  in  hiafhic  of  humiliation.  Now  (hall  z\\  tne 
hope,  ana  etpelhtion*  *?  the  fainr?  be  fulfilled.  The  fbte  o*  thing* 
that  the  church  was  in 'be  fore,  w.»  a  p~og<*cf*ve  nd  preparatory 
ffatf  ;  but  5W  (he  is  arrived  to  her  mob  perfed  ftatc  of  glory. 
A.  the  gho^y  of  the,  glorious  rimes  of  the  church'  on  earth  is  bull 
a  ?‘ju*  Shadow  ot  he:  c  f  zthu-  e  glory  in  heaven. 

^>vy  Chrift  the  g*ear  Reoeemer  Si  all  U  Voft  perfe&ly  glori- 
fie'^  '  ^  ‘her  (hall  be  glo^d  in  him,  and 

the  ^  Ho  y  Gb  ft  fb.vlt  be  rood  fully  •  glo*  ificc  in  the  per- 
fednn  of  ,  fei*  werk  or.  the  beam  of  all  the  church-——- 
A  >•!  now  (hilt  that  new  heaven  and  new  earth,  or  that  rt  ewed 
fi.'i.-e  of  thn-gv.  .  which  have  been  biiT  civ-g  up  ever  finer  Chrift  «  re.- 
fun<aion#be  completely  ff  ?fced,  after  every  m^c'ial  frame  of  the 
old  heavens  and  the  old  earth  are  deftroyed  ;  JJev.  xxi.  i.  “  And 
I  favy  a  new  beavta,  and  a  new  earth  :  for  the  fir.ft  heaven  and  the 
xiiit  CMfjft  were  palled  away  '  — — ~~N  •  w  will  the  great  .R  dec nser 
I^ave  perfctled  cv*«y  hmg  that  applies  to  the  work  of  redemp¬ 
tion,  wh^ch  he  began  fo  foo'n  after  the  full  of  man  And  who 
can  conceive  of  the  iriumpb  of  thofe  praifes  which  (hall  be  fur?g  let 
heaven  on  this  great  occasion  fo  much  greater  than  that  of  the  fall 
of  Am f chrift,  which  occafioni  fuefc  praffes  s*  wc  have  oYfcribed  in 
1;:)^  ?$tb  chapter  of  Revelation  !  F  le  beloved  difeipte  John  let  ms 
to  want  expfeilions  to  defenbe  thpfc  pm-fes,  and  fays,  **  It  was 
Ihe  voice  of  many  waters,  and  as  the  voice  of  mighty  tHijnder- 
ings,  laying,  AFeluia  *  for  the  Lord  God  omnipotent  rergneth,** 
But  much  more  incxprefttbfe  will  thofe  pravfes  be,  which  will  be 
fungTo  heaven  after  the  final  eonfummadon  of  a!)  things.  How 
fhftt  the  praifts  of  that  vaft  and  glorious  multitude  be  as  mighty 
thunderings  indeed. 

O  — ~ 

Now  how  arc  all*  ah'e  former  things  pa  fled  sway,  and  what  a  glo¬ 
rious  ft  ate  are  thing*  fixed  in  to  remain  to  all  eternity  !  —  As 
Chrift,  when  he  firft  entered  upon  the  work  of  redemption  after  the 
fall  of  man,  had  the  kingdom  committed  to  him  of  the  Father,  and 
took  on  himfclf  the  adminiftration  of  the  affairs  of  the  univerfe,  to 
manage  all  fo  as  to  fubferve  the  purpofes  of  this  affair  ;  fo  now, 
this  work  being  firftf&ied,  he  will  deliver  up  the  kingdom  to  God 
®ven  the  Father,  i  Cor,  xv.  24  es  Then  comesh  the end*  when  he. 
{ball  have  delivered  up  the  kingdom  to  God,  even  the  Father  j 
w.ften  he  fkall  have  put  down  all  rde,  and  all  authority  and  paw- 
cr.s*  No?  that  Chrift  ihould  ces fc  to  reign  or  have  a  kingdom  af¬ 
ter  this  ;  for  h  is  faid,  Luke  L  33.  te  He  (hall  rsign  over  the 
fcoufc  of  Jacob  for  ever,  and  of  his  kingdom  there  ftull  be  no 
end.’9  SoinELn.viL  34.  **  7#  at  his  dominion  is  sn  ever- 

Faftlng  dominion*  which  (hall  ot  pafs  away,  and  his  kingdom 
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thnt  whic  (ball  not  be  decoyed.”  But  the  meaning  w.thstChnft 
fti'-li  deiiver  up  that  kingdom  or  dominion  which  he  a*  °v" 
woHd  a*  the  F  ther’s  delegate  or  vicegerent,  which  the  l-atber 
committed  to  him.  to  be  managed  in,fuMerviency  to  this  great  dc- 
'firn  of  redemption.  The  end  of  this  commiffion,  or  delegation, 
which  he  h.d  trom  theFathm,  fcems  to  be  to  fubfervcthis  p  rticu- 
Isr  ikfien  of  redemption  ;  a  d  tbrefore,  when.tbat  defigni*  u  y 

accomplifbcd,  the  commiffion  wi!J  ceafe,  andChrift  wii.  deliver  it 
up  to  the  Father,  from  whom  he  received  it. 

improvemen  r  OF  the  whole. 

I  Proceed  now  to  enter  upon  fome  improvement  of  the  whole 

rvjt‘  nss  been  fsld  ^romthis  ooctiine* 

I  Hence  we  m  *y  learn  how  great  a  work  this  work  of  redemp¬ 
tion  is  Wc  hav**  now  had  it  in  a  very  inaperfeft  manner  fet  forth 
before  us,  in  the  whole  progrefs  of  it,  from  it*  firfi  beginning  af¬ 
ter  the  fall,  to  she  end  of  she  world,  when  h  is  finished.  We  hive 
feen  how  God  ha»  carried  oo  tb  s  building  from  the  ftrft  foundati¬ 
on  of  it,  by  a  long  fucccffion  of  wonderful  works,  advancing  it 
higher  and  higher  from  one  sge  so  another,  nil  the  "top- ft  one  is 
5afd  at  the  end  of  the  world.  Now  let  us  confider  haw  great  a  work 
thi#  is  D  t  men,  when  they  behold  fome  great  palace*  or  churches, 
fometimes  admire  their  magnificence,  and  arc  almoft  aftonifhed  to 
confider  how  great  a  piece  of  work  it  was  to  build  fucb  an  houfe  } 
then  how  well  mw  ws  admire  the  great  nc  fa  of  this  building  of  God, 
which  he  builds  up  age  after  ?ge,  by  a  feries  of  fuch  great  things 
which  he  brings  to  pafs  1  There  are  three  things  that.  have  been 
exhibited  to  us  in  what  has  been  faid,  which  do  efpkially  Oaovr 
the  greatnefft  of  the  work  of  redemption. 

I  The  grsatocf,  of  thofe  particular  events,  and  (iifpenfation* 
of  providence,  by  which  it  is  accompli&ed.  How  great  are  thofe 
thing*  which.  God  has  done,  which  are  but  fo  many  parts  of 
this  threat  wo  k  !  What  great  things  were  done  in  the  world  to 
_reps‘re  the  way  for  Chrtft**  coming  to  purchafe,  and  whst  greas 
things  were  done  in  the  purchafe  of  redemption  !  What  a  wonder¬ 
ful  thine  was  that  which  was  sccomplilhed  to  put  Cbrift  in  an  im¬ 
mediate  capacity  fo?  thi*  purchafe,  viz,  his  incarnation,  that  God 
fbould  become  man  !  What  great  things  were  done  in  that . pur  • 
chafe,  that  a  perfon,  who  i»  the  eternal  Jehovah,  fhculd  Ojc  upon 
earth  four  or  five  and  thirty  years  together,  in  a  mean  tie  pileo, 
condition,  and  that  he  fbould  fpend  bis  life  in  fuch  labor?  and  fuffe- 
rings,  and  that  at  laft  he  fbould  die  on  the  crofs  !  What  great  things 
have  been  done  to  accomplifh  the  fuccefs  of  Chrift’s  redemption  ! 
what  great  things  to  put  him  into  a  capacity  to  accotnplifh  this  fisc* 
eefs  !  For  this  purpofe  he  rofe  from  the  dead,  and  sfeended  up 
into  heaven,  and  all  things  were  made,  fobjeft  to  oim.  Hovy 
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many  mi  rack*  have  been  Wrought,  what  mighty  revolutions  have 
been  brought  to  pafa  in  the  world  already,  and  how  much  greater 
fhall  be  brought  to  pafs,  in  order  to  it  ! 

2,  The  number  of  shafe  great  events  by  which  God  carries  oa 
this  work,  dhows  the  greatoefs  of  the  work,  Thofe  mighty  revo¬ 
lutions  are  f o  many  m  to  fill  up  many  ages.  The  particular  won¬ 
derful  events  by  which  the  work  of  creation  was  esnied  on  filled 
op  fix  days :  but  the  great  difpepfations  by  which  the  work  of  re¬ 
demption  is  carried  on,  are  fo  many,  that  they  fill  up  fix  or  feven 
thoufand  years  at  lead,  *s  we  have  reafon  to  conclude  from  the 
word  of  God.-*-—*  There  were  great  things  wrought  In  this  affair 
before  the  flood,  and  in  the  flood  the  world  was  once  deflroyed.  by 
water,  and  God's  church  was  fo  wonderfully  preferved  from  the 
flood,  in  order  to  carry  on  this  work.  After  the  flood,  what  great 
things  did  God  work  relating  to  the  cefettlirg  of  the  world,  to  the 
building  of  B  abul,  the  difptrfing  of  the  nations,  the  fliortening  of 
the  days  of  man's  life,  the  calling  of  Abraham,  the  deflation  of 
Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  and  that  long  feries  of  wonderful  provi¬ 
dences  relating  to  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob,  and  Jofeph,  and 
thofe  wont  %  s  in  Egypt,  and  at  the  Red  fca,  and  in  the  wilder- 
nefs,  and  in  Canaan  in  Joflaja's  time,  and  by  a  long  fuceeflion  of 
wonderful  providences  from  age  to  age  towards  the  nation  cf 
the  Jews  ! 

What  great  things  were  wrought  by  God,  in  fo  often  overturn¬ 
ing  the  world  before  Chrift  came,  to  make  way  for  his  coming  \ 
Wnal  great  things  were  done  alfo  In  ChrifTs  time,  and  then  after 
that  in  overturning  Satan's  kingdom  in  the  Heathen  empire,  and 
&nd  in  fo  preferring  his  church  in  the  dark  times  of  Papery,  and 
in  bringing  about  the  Reformation  I  How  many  great  and  won¬ 
derful  thing*  will  be  effe&ed  In  seeomphikiog  the  glorious  timeg 
of  the  church,  and  at  Ghrift's  laft  coming  on  the  day  of  judge¬ 
ment,  in  the  definition  of  the  world,  and  in  carrying  the  whole 
church  into  heaven* 

The  glorious  iCue  of  this  whole  affair,  in  the  perfect  arto* 
eternal  deftrucUcn  of  the  wicked,  and  in  the  confummate  glory 
of  the  righteous.  Now  let  us  once  more  take  a  view  of  this  build¬ 
ing,  now  all  is  flnifhed  and  the  top-ffconc  laid.  It  appeared  in  a 
glorious  height  in  the  apoftles  time,  and  much  more  glori¬ 
ous  in  the  time  of  Gonflantine,  and  will  appear  much  more 
glorious  ftill  after  the  fall  of  Antichrifl: ;  but  at  the  confummation 
of  all  things,  it  appears  in  an  immenfdy  more  glorious  height 
than  ever  before.  Now  it  appears  in  its  greateft  magnificence,  as 
a  compleat  lofty  ftru&ure,  whofetop  reaches  to  the  heaven  of  hea¬ 
vens  ;  a  building  worthy  of  the  great  God,  the  King  of  kings. 
From  what  has  been  hid,  one  may  argue,  that  the  work  of  re- 

dfunotiba  is  the  greateS  of  ail  God’i  work*  of  which  wc  have  any 
*  °  notice 
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notice,  and  it  is  the  end  of  all  hi.  other  work..  ,  It  W'-™ P*«J' 
jv  <rom  whsl  ha.  been  faid.that  thii  work  is  .the  pnnerpa  of  allG 

works'1  ol  providence,  and  that  all  other  works  of  P-v.der.ce_  are 
reducible  hither  ,  they  are  all  fubo.dm.te  to  the  B«* J  »««“  ° 
redemption.  We  fee  that  all  the  revolutions  >a  *^™aC}  “ 
fubferve  this  grand  defign  ;  fo  that  .he  work  ot  redemption  I, 

it  were,  the  fum  of  Sad  s  works  o*  p. ovtc.i-n.ee.  .  .  l  n 

«■  Hop » <T  i;.  d» 

the  work  of  creation  :  <or  I  -  •  heeaufe  ifc 

work  of  providence  i*  greater  than  wor  o  ■  huildinS  of 
i,  the  end  of  it ;  a,  the  ufe  of  an  houfe  u  the  ena  of  b  j  buying  ot 

the  houfe.  But  the  work  of  redemption,  a*  1  h  -  -  J  -  >  * 

fum  of  all  God’s  works  of  providence;  all  are  fubprdinate  o  . 
the  work  of  the  new  preatioa  is  more  excellent  loan  toe  ,  . 
it  ever  is,  that  when  one  thing  is  removed  by  God  to  ^e  way 

to  anoiber,  U»  —  «*  *  «“■  «-*• 

•  .  ,1,.  ,-hernactc  ;  the  new  covenant  the  old  ;  the  n«w  dupeni 

tfon  oVth^go^pel  the  difpenfation  of  Mofes  ;  the  throne  of  Da- 

lid  the  throne  of  Saul  ;  the  priellhood  of  Chrift  the  pnefthood  of 

Aaron  :  the  new  Jerufaiem  the  old  ;  and  fo  the  new  creation  hs 

%tdt.°u?Jd  the  creation  which  be  has  made,  for  no  other  pur- 

pofe  but  to  fubferve  the  defigns  of  this  affar.  To  anfwer  en  » 

L  hath  created  and  difpofed  of  mankind,  to  this  the  angels,  to 
this  the  earth,  to  this  the  higheft  heavens.  God  created  the  world 
to  provide  a  fpoufe  and  kingdom  for  his  Son  :  and  the  felling  p 
of  the  kingdom  of  Chrift.  and  the  fpintual  marriage  ot  the  fpoufe 
to  him,  is  what  the  whole  creation  labours  and  travails  in  pain  ta 
bring  to  pafs.  This  work  of  redemption  is  fo  much  the  grea  e 
of  all  the  woi  ks  of  God,  that  all  other  works  are  to  be  looked  upon 
either  as  parts  of  it,  or  appendages  to  it,  and  all  are  feme 
way  reducible  to  it  ;  and  fo  all  the  decrees  of  God  do  feme  way « 
other  belong  to  that  eternal  covenant  of  redemption  which  was  be- 

..1  a» *» e« °",k* 

Every  decree  of  God  is  feme  way  or  other  reducible  to  that  cove- 
Seeing  this  work  of  redemption  is  fe  great  a  work,  hence  vt  i 

■eed  not  wonder  that  the  angeis  defire  to  look  into  it.  We  need 

not  wonder  that  fe  much  is  made  of  it  in  feripture,  and  xtM  it  » 
fo  much  infixed  on  in  the  hiftories,  and  prophecies,  and  fen gs  of 
the  Bible  ;  for  she  work  of  redemption  is  the  great  lub)e«  of  th 
whole,  of  its  doftrines,  its  promifes,  its  types,  its  fongs,  «»  hi  o- 

ties,  and  iti  prophecies.  ,  ~  „„„ 

II.  Hence  we  may  learn  how  God  is  the  Alpha  and  Ornwga. 

the  beginning  and  ending  of  all  things.  Such  are  the  charadter, 

and  titles  we  find  often  sfcribsd  to  God  in  feripture,  in  thofe  p  ace, 
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where  the  feripture  fpeaks  of  the  courfc  of  things  and  fcrles  of 
evens#  in  providence  :  If.  xli.  4.  “  Who  hath  wrought  and  done 
**  it,  Galling  the  generations  from  the  beginning  ?  I  the  Lord  the 
hrd,  and  wah  the  laft,  I  am  he/'  And  particularly  does  the  ferip. 
Kurejafc ribe  fuch  titles  to  God,  where  it  fpeaks  of  the  providence 
of  God,  3i  it  relates  to,  and  is  fummed  up  in  the  great  work  of 
redemption  j ;  as  If.  xliv.  6.  7.  and  xfviil  12.  with  the  context, 
bvg inning  with  tbs  9^  va*g.  So  God  eminently  appeals  as  the 
fine  and  the  Uft,  by  confiderittg  the  whole  fcheme  of  divine 
providence  as  we  have  confidered  it,  viz.  a#  all  reducible  lo  that 
one  great  work  of  redemption* 

Therefore,  when  Chri ft  reveals  the  future  great  event*  of  p^evi- 
thence  relating  £0  his  church  and  people,  snd  this  affair  of  redemp¬ 
tion,  co  the  end  of  the  world,  to  his  difci'pl  John,  he  often  reveal* 
feirnfclf  under  this  character.  So  Rev.  i.  8  *•  lam  Alpha  and 

Omega,  the  beginning  and  the  ending,  faith  the  Lord  which,  is, 
and  which  was,  and  which  is  to  come*  the  Almighty.”  So  again, 
vcife  10.  11.  ‘‘I  heard  behind  me  a  great  voice  as  of  a  trumpet  fay- 
ing,  I  am  Alpha  and  Omega,  the  firft'and  the  lad.”  Alpha  and 
Omega  are  the  names  of  the  firft  and  hit  letters  of  the  Greek  al¬ 
phabet,  as  A  and  Z  are  of  ours  ;  and  therefore  it  figoifiei  the  fame 

as  his  being  the  fir /I  and  the  laft,  and  the  beginning  and  the  end* 
ing. 

thus  God  is  called  in  the  beginning  of  shi*  book  of  Revelation, 
before  the  courfc  of  the  prophecy  begins ;  and  fo  again  he  Is  cal¬ 
led  at  the  end  of  it,  after  the  courfe  of  events  is  gone  through, 
and  the  final  ifTuc  of  things  is  feen  :  as  Rev.  xxi,  6  <i  And  he 
faid  unto  me.  It  is  done.  I  am  Alpha  and  Omega,  the  beginning 
and  the  end/'  And  fo  ebsp.  xxii.  iz  13,  *s  And  behold,  I 
come  quickly  5-  and  my  reward  is  with  me,  to  give  every  man 
according  as  his  work  flhall  be.  I  am  Alpha  and  Omega,  the  be¬ 
ginning  and  the  end,  the  firft  and  the  laft. iv 

We  have  feen  how  this  is  true  in  the  courfe  of  what  I  hava  laid 
before  you  upon  this  fubje<5L  We  have  feen  how  things  were 
from  God  in  the  beginning  ;  on  what  defigtiGod  began  the  courfe 
of  his  providence  in  the  beginning  of  the  generations  of  upon  the 
earth  ;  and  we  have  feen  how  it  is  God  that  has  all  along  carried 
thing*  on  agreeable  to  the  fame  deiigns  without  ever  failing  ;  and 
how  at  laft  the  conclulion  and  final  ilTue  of  things  are  to  God  ;  and 
fo  we  have  feen  how  all  things  are  of  him,  and  through  him,  and 
to  him  ;  and  therefore  may  well  now  cry  out  with  iheapoftie,Rom. 
an  33  “  0  the  dspeh  of  the  riches  both  of  the  wifdom  and 

know  ledge  of  God  !  how  unfcarehablc  are  his  judgement*,  and  hi* 
way#  paft  finding  out !”  and  verf.  36,  “  For  of  him,  and  through 
£109.  and  to  hua*  all  thing*  *  to  whom  be  glory  for  ever* 
Amen,”  W« 
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We  have  feen  how  other  things  came  to  an  end  one  after  another; 
how  fute*,  and  kingdoms,  and  empires,  one  after  another,  fell 
and  came  to  nothing,  even  the  greateft  and  ft  ougeft  of  them  ;  we 
have  feen  bow  the  woiid  has  been  often  overturned,  and  will  be 
more  remarkably  overturned  than  ever  it  has  been  yet ;  we  have 
fecn  how  the  world  comes  to  an  end,  how  it  was  firft  deftroyed  by 
water,  and  how  at  laft  it  Hull  be  utterly  defboyed  b>  :  but  yet 
God  remains  the  fame  through  all  ages.  He  was  before  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  ibis  courfe  of  things,  and  he  will  be  after  the  end  of  them  ; 

agreeable  to  Pfai.  cii.  25.  26. - -Thus  God  is  he  that  is,  and  that 

was,  and  that  is  to  come. 

Wc  have  feen,  in  a  variety  of  icftancei,  how  all  other  gods  perifb  5 
we  have  feen  how  the  ancient  gods  of  the  Heatocn  in  the  nation* 
about  Canaan,  and  throughout  the  Roman  empire,  are  all  deftroyed* 
and  their  worfkip  long  fmee  overthrown  ;  wc  have  heard  how  Anti® 
chrift,  who  has  called  himfelf  a  god  on  earth,  and  how  Mahomet, 
who  claims  religious  honors,  and  hovr  all  the  gods  of  the  Heathers 
through  the  world,  will  come  to  an  end  ;  and  how  Satan,  the  great} 
dragon,  that  old  feipcnt,  who  has  fet  up  himfelf  as  god  of  this 
world,  will  be  caft  into  the  lake  of  fire,  there  to  fuffer  hi*  complete 
punifhmcnt  :  but  Jehovah  remain*,  and  hi*  kingdom  is  an  ever® 
lafting  kingdom,  and  of  his  dominion  there  is  no  end.  We  have 
fecn  what  mighty  changes  there  have  been  So  the  world  5  but  God 
£s  unchangeable,  *  the  fame  yefterday,  to  day,  and  forever.*9 
Wc  began  at  the  head  of  the  ftre^m  of  divine  providence,  snd 
have  followed  and  traced  it  through  its  various  windings  and 
turnings,  till  wc  arc  come  to  the  end  of  it,  and  we  fee  where  it  if- 
fues  As  it  began  in  God,  fo  it  ends  in  God.  God  i*  the  infinite 
ocean  into  which  it  empties  itfeK.— -Providence  is  like  a  migh¬ 
ty  wheel,  whofc  circumference  is  fo  nigh  that  it  is  dreadful,  with 
the  glory  of  the  God  of  ifracl  above  upon  it ;  as  it  is  reprefented 
in  E  tkieTs  vTion.  Wc  have  feen  the  revolution  of  this  wheel* 
and  how,  as  it  was  from  God,  fo  its  return  has  been  to  God  again. 
All  the  events  of  divine  providence  are  like  the  links  of  a  chain  $ 
the  fir  ft  link  is  from  God  and  the  laft  is  to  him 

III.  We  may  fee  by  what  has  b^en  faid,  how  Chrift  in  all 
things  hat  the  p*ecminence.  For  this  great  work  of  redemption 
is  all  his  work  :  he  is  the  great  Redeemer,  and  therefore  the  worfe 
of  redemption  being  a*  it  were  the  fum  of  God’s  works  of  provi** 
dence,  this  Chows  the  glory  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  as  being  a- 
bove  all,  and  through  all,  and  in  all.  That  God  intended  the 
world  for  his  Son’s  ufe  in  the  affair  of  redemption,  is  one  reafoa 
that  is  to  be  given  why  he  created  the  world  by  him,  which  Teems 
to  be  intimated  by  the  apoftle  in  Eph.  iii.  9.— 12.  What  hat 
been  faid,  ibovra  hovr  all  the  purpofeg  of  God  arc  purpofed  i% 

N  u  C  hr  iff* 
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CHriu,  and  how  he  is  before  all  and  above  all,  and  all  things  cos- 
fsft  by  him,  and  are  governed  by  him,  and  areffor  him,  Colof.  u 
l§  16,  17  18  Wc  fee  by  what  hag  been  faid,  howGod  makes 

him  btfi  fir  ft  born,  higher  than  the  kings  of  the  earth,  and  fets  hi# 
throne  above  their  thrones  ;  how  God  has  always  upheld  his  king¬ 
dom,  when  the  kingdoms  of  others  have  come  to  an  end  ;  how 
that  appears  at  I  ait  above  ailrhowevcr  greatly  oppofed  for  fo  many 
ages  ;  how  finally  all  other  kingdoms  fell,  and  his  kingdom  is  the 
hil  kmgdom,and  is  a  kingdom  that  never  gives  place  to  any  other. 

We  fee,  that  whatever  changes  there  are*  and  however  highly 
Chrift’s  enemies  exalt  thcmfclves,  that  yet  finally  all  his  enemies 
become  his  footflool,  and  he  reigns  in  uncontrolled  power  and  im- 
menfe  glory  :  in  the  end  his  people  arc  all  perfetf  ly  faved  and 
made  happy,  and  his  enemies  ail  become  his  foctftool.- — —And 
feus  God  gives  the  world  to  his  Son  for  his  inheritance, 

IV.  Hence  wc  may  fee  what  a  confident  thing  divine  provi¬ 
dence  is°  The  coofideradon  of  what  has  been  faid,  may  greatly 
lerve  to  (how  us  she  confiftency,  order,  and  beauty,  of  God’s 
works  of  providence.  If  wc  behold  the  events  of  providence  in  a- 
ny  other  view  than  that  in  which  it  has  been  fet  before  us,  it  will 
all  iook  like  confufion,  like  a  number  of  jumbled  events  coming  to 
pafs  without  any  order  or  method,  like  the  totting  of  the  waves  of 
the  fe 3  5  things  will  look  as  though  one  confufcd  revolution  cam* 
to  pafs  after  another,  merely  by  blind  chance,  without  any  regular 
or  certain  end. 

But  if  we  conftder  the  events  of  providence  in  the  light  in  which 
they  have  been  fet  before  us  under  this  do&rine,  in  which  the  ferip- 
turcs  fet  them  before  m ,  they  appear  far  from  being  jumbled  and 
confufsd,  an  orderly  feriss  of  events,  all  wifely  ordered  and  direct¬ 
ed  in  excellent  harmony  and  confidence,,  tending  all  to  one  end. 
The  wheels  of  providence  are  not  turned  round  by  blind  chance, 
bet  they  are  full  of  eyes  round  about,  as  Ezekiel  reprefents,  and 
they  are  guided  by  the  fpirit  of  God  *  where  the  fpirit  goes,  they 
r?o  :  and  all  God’s  works  of  providence  through  all  ages  meet  in 
in  one  at  laft,  23  fo  many  Sines  meeting  in  one  centre. 

Il  is  with  God’s  work  of  providence,  as  it  is  with  his  work  of 
creation  ;  it  is  but  one  work.  The  events  of  providence,  arc 
no?  fo  many  diftin£i,  independent,  works  of  providence,  but  they 
arc  rather  fo  many  different  parts  of  one  work  of  providence  :  it 
is  all  one  work,  one  regular  fchcmc.  God’s  works  of  providence 
ace  not  difunited  and  jumbled  without  c  mnc&ion  or  dependence, 
but  arc  all  united,  juft  as  fcvcral  parts  of  one  building  :  there  arc 
many  ftones.  many  pieces  of  timber,  but  all  are  fo  joined,  and  fit¬ 
ly  formed  together,  that  they  make  but  one  building  :  they 
have  all  but  one  foundation,  and  are  united  at  laft  in  one  top- 
Rone.  Goi's 
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God’s  providence  may  not  unfitly  be  compared  to  a  large  and 

Sane  river,  having  innumerable  branches,  beginning  in  d»  erent 
reeions,  and  at  a  great  diftance  one  from  another.,  an-  all  ccnfpir- 
[nl  o  one  common  iffue.  After  their  very  dtvcrfe  and  contrary 
courfes  which  the,  held  for  a  while,  yet  they  all  gather  more  and 
more  together,  the  nearer  they  come  to  their  common  end,  and 
s!l  at  length  di  charge  themfelves  at  one  mouth  into  the  fame 
ocean.  The  dlfferenkftrea.nl  of  ibis  river  arc  apt  to  appear  like 
mere]  mble  and  confufion  to  us,  bccaufe  of  the  hmaedneis  of  cur 
fight  whereby  we  cannot  fee  frern  one  branch  to  another,  and 
cannot  fee  the  whole  at  once,  fo  as  to  fee  how  all  are  united  in  one. 
A  man  who  fees  but  one  or  two  ftreams  at  a  time,  cannot  tell  wbr»t 
their  eourfe  tends  to.  Their  courfe  fetms  very  crooked, and  differ- 
£nt  ftreams  ieem  to  tun  for  a  while  different  and  contrary  wajs  : 
and  if  we  view  things  at  a  diftance,  there  feem  to  be  innumerable 
pbftaclcs  and  impediment*  in  the  way  to  hinder  their  ever  uniting, 
and  coming  to  the  ocean,  as  rocks  and  mountains,  and  the  like  ; 
blit  yet  if  we  trace  them,  they  alt  unite  at  lafl,  and  sis  come  tp 
the  fame  iffue,  difgorging  themfelvts  in  one  into  the  fame  great 
ocean.  Not  one  of  all  the  ftreams  fail  of  coming  hither  at  lafU 

V.  From  the  whole  that  has  been  faid,  we  may  ftrongly  argue, 
that  the  fcriplures  are  the  Word  of  God,  bccaufe  they  aionc  infoim 
ps  what  God  is  about,  or  what  he  aims  st,  in  tbefe  works  which 
is  doing  in  the  world.  God  doubtlefs  is  purfuing  fome  dc%nt 
and  carrying  on  fome  feheme,  in  the  various  changes  and  revclu. 
lions  which  from  age  to  age  came  to  pa? f*  in  the  world.  It  n  moff 
reafonabie  to  fupppfe,  that  there  h  feme  certain  great  defign  to 
which  Providence  fuberdinates  ail  the  gicat  fucceflive  changes  in 
the  affairs  of  the  world  which  God  has  made  It  is  reafozuble  to 
fuppofc,that  all  revolutions,  from  the  beginning  of  the  world  to  tf  $ 
end  of  it,  are  but  the  various  parts  of  the  fame  fcheme,  all  confpir- 
ir.g  to  bring  to  pafs  that  great  event  which  the  great  creator  and 
governor  of  the  world  has  ultimately  in  view  ;  and  that  the  fchemsj 
will  cot  be  fin i (bed,  nor  the  defign  fully  accomplished,  and  the 
great  and  ultimate  event  fully  brought  to  pafs,  till  the  end  of  the 
world,  and  the  laft  revolution  is  brought  about. 

Now  there  is  nothing  elfe  that  informs  us  what  this  fcheme  and 
defign  of  God  in  his  works  is,  but  only  the  holy  fcripturei.  No¬ 
thing  elfe  pretends  to  fet  in  view  the  whole  fcrics  of  God’s  works 
of  providence  from  begioning  to  end,  and  to  inform  us  how  all 
things  were  from  God  2t  firft,  and  for  what  end  they  are.  and 
how  they  were  ordered  from  the  beginning,  and  how  they 
will  proceed  to  the  end  of  the  world,  and  what  they  will 
come  to  at  laft,  and  how  then  all  things  ffall  be  to  God.  No¬ 
thing  elfe  but  the  feriptures  has  any  pretence  for  (bowing  any  nun- 
as*  of  regular  feheme  or  drift  in  tbofe  revolutions  which  Geo  or  * 
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ders  frees  ~g«  to  age.  Nothing  elfe  pretend*  to  Show  wbal  (5odl 
would  by  (he  things  which  he  has  done,  and  is  doing,  and  will  do  ; 
what  he  feeks  and  in 'ends  by  them.  Nothing  dfs  pretend*  to 

ow,  witth  any  diftfnClncfs  or  certainty,  how  the  world  began  at 
firfc,  or  to  tell  us  the  original  of  i\  ings.  Nothing  but  the  fcrip- 
Jures  fets  forth  how  God  governed  the  world  fro®  the  beginning 
of  the  generations  of  men  upon  earth,  in  an  orderly  hiftory  ;  and 
nothing  elfe.  fets  before  us  how  he  will  govern  it  to  the  end,  by  an 
orderly  prophecy  of  future  events  ;  agreeable  to  the  challenge 
which  God  makes  to  the  gods,  and  prophets,  and  teachers  of  the 
Heathen,  in  If.  xii.  %z*  23.“  Let  them  bring  them  forth,  and 
ftew  us  what  (half  happen  :  let  them  Chew  the  former  things  what 
they  be,  that  we  may  cor: fid cr  them,  and  know  the  later  end 
pf  them  ;  or  declare  us  things  for  to  come.  Shew  the  things  that 
sre  to  come  hercafetr,  that  we  may  know  that  ve  are  nods/* 

licafon  fhows,  that  it  is  fit  and  xequifiee,  that  the  intelligent  and 
irational  beings  of  the  world  Oiould  know  fora  t  thing  of  God's 
feheme  and  de%n  in  his  work*  ;  for  they  doubdefs  are  beings  that 
arc  principally  concerned.  The  thing  that  isGods great dtfign in  bis 
Urorks,  is  doubtlcf*  fomc thing  concerning  his  reafonable  creatures, 
rather  than  brute  heafts  and  liielefs  things.  The  revolution  by 
ivhkh  God's  great  deflgr;  is  brought  to  pafi,  are  doubtlefs  revoluti¬ 
ons  chiefly  among  them,  and  which  concern  their  ftate,  and  no8 
the  fhte  of  things  without  life  or  rcafon.  And  therefore  furelv  it 
Is  requifite,  that  the}'  flaould  know  fomething  of  it  j  efpecially 
feeing  that  reafon  teaches,  thai  God  has  given  his  rational  crea¬ 
tures  reafon,  and  a  capacity  of  feeing  God  in  his  works  ;  for  this 
end,  they  fee  God's  glory  in  them,  and  give  him  the  glory  of  them. 
But  how  can  they  fee  God’s  glory  in  his  works,  if  they  do  no§ 
know  what  God’s  defign  in  them  is,  and  what  he  aims  at  by  what 
.  lie  is  doing  in  the  world  ? 

Further,  it  is  fit  that  mankind  fhould  be  informed  fomethiogof 
God’s  de%n  in  the  government  of  the  world,  becaufjs  they  arc 
SBade  capable  of  actively  falling  in  with  that  dcfgn,  and  promos** 
ing.of  is,  and  ailing  herein  %s  his  friends  and  fubje&s  ;  it  is  there¬ 
fore  reafonable  to  fuppofc,  that  God  has  given  mankind  fom*  re- 
venation  to  inform  them  of  this  ;  but  there  is  nothing  cife  thaS 
does  it  but  the  Bible.  In  the  Bible  this  is  done.  Hence  we  may 
learn  an  account  of  the  fir  ft  original  of  things,  and  an  orderly  ac¬ 
count  of  the  feheme  of  God's  works  from  the  fir  ft  beginning  through 
ghofe  ages  that  are  beyond  the  reach  of  all  other  hiftories.  Hc re 
we  are  told  what  God  aims  at  in. the  whole,  what  is  the  greater  end, 
how  he  has  contrived  the  grand  deftgn  he  drives  at,  and  the  gres§ 
things  he  would  accompli^  by  all.  Here  we  have  a  moft  rational 
excellent  aeccuu*  of  this  matter*  worthy  of  God.  and  exceedingly 
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&ewing  forth  the  glory  of  his  pcrfe£Hons,his  majefty,  his  wifdom, 
hit  glorious  holirefs,  and  grace,  and  love,  and  his  exaltation  a* 
bove  all,  (bowing  how  he  it  the  firft  and  the  laft. 

H-re  we  are  fhown  the  connection  of  the  various  parts  of  the 
woikor  providence,  and  how  all  harmonifes,  and  is  conucCtcd  to** 
gciher  in  a  regular,  beautiful,  and  glorious  frame.  In  the  Bible* 
we  have  an  account  of  the  whole  feheme  of  providence,  from  the 
beginning  of  the  world  to  the  end  of  it,  cither  in  hiftory  or  pro¬ 
phecy,  and  are  told  what  will  become  of  things  at  lafi  ;  how  they 
will  be  finifhed  i.ff  by  a  great  day  of  judgement,  and  will  lffue  in 
the  fubduing  of  God’s  enemies,  and  in  the  falvation  and  glory 
of  his  church,  and  fetting  up  the  everlafting  kingdom  of  his  Son* 

How  rational,  worthy,  and  excellent  a  revelation  is  this1!  and 
how  excellent  a  book  is  the  Bible,  which  contains  fo  much  beyond 
all  other  books  in  the  world  !  and  what  chara&crs  are  here  of  its 
being  indeed  a  divi vc  book  1  a  book  that  the  great  Jehovah 
given  to  mankind  for  their  inftru&ion,  without  which  we  fhould 
fee  left  in  mifcrable  darknefs  andconfufion  ! 

VI,  From  what  has  been  faid,  we  may  fee  the  glorious  ma- 
jefty  and  power  of  God  in  this  affair  of  redemption  ;  especially  is 
God  glorious  in  power.  His  glorious  power  appears  in  uphold¬ 
ing  his  church  for  fo  long  a  time,  and  carrying  on  this  work  ;  up- 
holding  it  oftentimes  when  it  was  but  as  a  little  fpark  of  fire,  or  as 
fmoking  flax,  in  which  the  fire  was  almoft  gone  out,  and  the  power 
of  earth  and  hell  were  combined  to  deftroy  it.  Yet  God  has  never 
fuffered  them  to  quench  it,  and  finally  will  bring  judgement  forth 
unto  victory.  God  glorifies  his  ftrength  in  his  church's  weaknefs  : 
in  eaufing  his  people,  who  arc  like  a  number  of  little  infantSjfinally 
to  triumph  over  all  earth  and  hell ;  fo  that  they  fhould  tread  on  the 
lion  and  adder ;  the  young  lion  and  dragon  ihall  they  trample  under 
foot.  The  glorious  power  of  God  appears  in  conquering  his  many 
and  mighty  enemies  by  that  perfon  who  was  once  an  infant  in  a 
manger,  and  appeared  as  a  poor,  weak,  defpife^i  man.  He  conquers 
them,  and  triumphs  over  them  in  their  own  weapon,  the  ciofs. 

The  glorious  majefty  of  God  appears  in  conquering  all  thole 
mighty  enemies  of  the  church  one  age  after  another  ;  in  conquer¬ 
ing  Satan,  that  proud  and  ftrong  fpirit,  and  all  his  heliiih  hoft  ;  in 
bringing  him  down  under  foot,  long  after  he  had  vaunted  himfclf 
at  god  of  this  world, and  when  he  did  his  utmoft  to  fupport  himfclf 
in  his  kingdom. 

God’s  power  glorioufly  appears  in  conquering  Satan  when  exal¬ 
ted  in  that  ftrongefk  and  moll  potentHeathen  kingdom  that  ever  he 
bad,  the  Roman  empire.  Ghrift,  our  Michael,  has  overcome  him 
and  the  devil  was  caft  out,  and  there  was  found  no  more  place 
fer  him  in  heaven  ;  but  he  was  caft  out  unto  the  earth,  and  his  an* 

-  —  -  — - -  gel* 
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g«l*  were  eaft  out  with  him.  Again,  his  power  glofiouAy  appears? 
ltt conquering  him  in  that  kingdom  wherein  his  pride,  and  fubticcy, 
and  cruelty,  above  all  appears,  viz  the  kingdom  of  Antichiift.  I* 
glorioufiy  appears  in  conquering  him  in  that  grpateft  and  ftrongc/t 
combination  and  opposition  of  the  devil  apd  his  adherent*  ag  .in’ft 
Chrift  and  his  church,  juft  before  the  fall  of  Antichrift,  wherein 
hh  vifob'e  kingdom  has  a  fajai  blow  given  it,  on  which  a  univerfal 
downfall  of  it  follow*  all  pvcf  the  world. 

ihc  glorioq*  po#er  of  God  appears  in  thus  conquering  the  de¬ 
vil,  and  bringing  him  under  foot,  time  after  time,  after  long  time 
given  him  to  ft  re  ng  then  himfelf  to  his  utmoft,  as  he  was  once  o- 
verth^own  in  his  Heathen  Roman  empire,  after  he  had  been  mak* 
ing  bimfclf  ftrpng  in  thofc  parts  of  the  world,  ever  fiace  the  build* 
log  of  E  be!.  It  appears  alfo  in  overthrowing  his  kingdom  more 
fatally  and  univerfaJly  all  over  the  yrqirld,  after  he  had  again  ano¬ 
ther  opportunity  given  him.  to  ftreng^hen  himfdf  to  his  uzmoft  for 
n liny  ages,  by  fetdng  up  tbofc  two  great  kingdoms  of  Antichrift 
and  Mahomet,  and  to  eflablifh  his  mtereft  in  the  Heaihen  world. 
We  have  fees  how  thefe  kingdoms  of  (jfod’s  enemies,  that,  before 
God  appears,  look  ftrong,  as  tho’  it  was  impofftbk  to  overthrow 
them  ;  yet,  time  after  time,  when  God  appears,  they  feem  to  melt 
away,  as  the  fat  of  lambs  before  the  tire,  and  are  driven  away  as 
the  chaff  before  the  whirlwind,  or  the  ftnojbs  out  of  the  chimney. 

Tfaofe  mighty  kingdoms  pf  Antichiift  and  Mahomet,  which 
have  made  fuch  a  figure  for  fo  many  ages  together,  and  have  tram¬ 
pled  the  vvqrld  under  foot,  when  God  comes  to  appear, will  vam/h 
away  like  a  fhadaw,  and  will  as  h  were  dif  ppear  of  themfefves, 
£nd  come  to  nothing  as  the  darknefc  in  a  room  dees,  when  the 
light  is  brought  in,  '  Wnat  are  God^s  enemies  in  his  hands  ?  How 
is  their  greate/l  flrengih  weaknefs  when  henfcs  up  !  and  how  weak 
will  they  all  appear  together  at  the  day  of  judgement !  Thus  we 
may  apply  thofe  words  in  the  fong  of  Mofcs,  Exod.  xv.  6.  “Thy 
right  hand,  O  Lord,  is  become  glorious  in  power:  thy  right  hand, 
O  Lord,  hath  dallied  in  pc  ices  the  enemy.’'  How  great  doth  the 
\najefty  of  God  appear  in  overturning  the  world  from  time  to  time, 
to  accomplilli  his  ddrgns,  and  at  laft  in  eaufing  the  earth  and  hea¬ 
vens  to  flee  away,for  the  advancement  of  the  glory  of  his kingdom! 

VII.  From  what  has  been  faid,  we  may  fee  the  glorious  wifdom 
of  God.  It  fiaows  the  wifdom  of  God  in  creating  the  world,  in  thaS 
be  ha*  created  it  for  fuch  an  excellent  ufe,  to  accomphlk  in  it  fo 
glorious  a  work.  And  it  fhows  the  wifdom  of  divine  Providence* 

t.j  #  |  • 

that  he  bring*  fuch  great  good  out  of  fuch  great  evil,  m 

making  the  fall  and  ruin  of  mankind,  which  in  itlclf  is  fo 

Sorrowful  and  deplorable,  an  occafion  of  accompli^ iog  fuch  q 

glorious  work  as  this  work  of  redemption,  and  of  creating  fuch  * 

**  glorious 
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glorious  building, whofe  top  (hould I  reach  unto  ■ne.vensr.dofbr.ng- 
<r  his  cleft  to  a  ftate  of  fucb  unfpeakable  happinef..  How  glo 
ou  doth  the  wifdotn  of  God  appear  in  that  long  eourfe  and  fer.es 
of  e'ca.  change,  in  the  world,  in  bringmg  fuch  order  out  of  con- 
fu-fon  in  fo  fruftrating  the  devil,  and  fo  wonderfully  turning  all 
b  j  m  fubtle  machination,  to  hi.  own  glory,  and  the  glory  o»  hi. 
So„Mm  Chrirt,  and  in  caufing  the  greateft  worjt,  of  Satan,  thole 
in  which  he  ha.  moft  glorified  himlelf,  to  be  wholly  turned  into  oc- 
cafion.  of  fo  much  the  more  glorious  triumph  of  bn  Son  JemiChnia 
How  wonderful  i.  the  vrildom  of  God,  in  bringing  all  fuch  mani¬ 
fold  and  vaiious  change,  and  overturning,  in  the  world  to  fuch  a 
glorious  period  at  laft,  and  in  fo  direfting  all  the  wheel,  of  provi- 
denceby  his  fkilful  hand,  that  every  one  of  them  confpires,  as  the 
manifold  wheels  of  a  moft  curious  machine,  at  laft  to  if r ike  out 
fuch  an  excellent  ifiTue,  fuch  a  manifeftation  of  the  di vine  glory, 
fuch  happinefs  to  his  people,  and  fuch  a  glorious  and  ever^nng 


kingdom  of  his  Son  !  L  e 

VIII.  From  what  has  been  faid,  we  may  fee  the  liability  ol 

God's  mercy  and  faithfulnefs  to  his  people  ;  how  he  never  forfakea 
his  inheritance,  and  remembers  his  covenant  to  them  throughout  all 
generations.  Now  we  may  fee  what  reafon  there  was  for  the  words 
€ jf  the  text,  *f  The  moth  (hall  cat  them  up  like  a  garment,  and  the 
worm  fhall  eat  them  like  wool  ;  but  my  lighteoufnefs  (hall  endure 
fbr  ever  and  ever,  and  my  falvation  from  generation  to  generation.  , 
Now  we  may  fee  abundant  reafon  for  that  name  of  God  which  he 

reveals  to  Mofcs,  Exod  iit.  14.  “  A*d  God  faid  unto 
1  am  that  l  am  i.  e  I  am  the  fame  that  I  was  when  I  entered 

into  covrnant  with  Abraham,  Ifaae,  and  Jacob,  and  ever  Ihdl  be 
ike  fame  :  I  (hals  keep  covenant  for  ever  :  I  am  fclf  fufHcient^ 
all-fufficicnt,  and  immutable. 

Now  we  may  fe£  the  truth  of  that,  Ffal  xxxvi.  $.  6.  *s  Thy 
mercy,  O  Lord,  is  in  the  heavens  ;  and  thy  faithfulnefs  reacheih 
unto  the  clouds.  Thy  righteoufnefs  is  like  the  great  mountains  ; 
thy  judgements  are  a  great  deep./  If  we  confide?  what  has  beesa 
faid,  wc  need  not  wonder  that  the  Ffalmlft,  in  the  i^-6h  Pfslm, fls 
fo  often  repeats  this.  For  hit  mercy  endureth  for  ever  ;  as  if  bt 
were  in  an  eeftafy  at  the  confideration  of  the  perpetuity  of  God's 
mercy  to  his  church,  and  delighted  to  think  of  it,  and  knew  not 
how  but  continually  to  exprefs  it  Let  us  with  like  plcafure  and 
joy  celebrate  the  everlafting  duration  of  Gods  mercy  and  faithful# 
nefs  to  his  church  and  people,  and  let  us  be  comforted  by  it  under 
the  prefent  daik  ciicumftances  of  the  church  of  God,  and  all  the 
uproar  and  confufions  that  *re  in  the  world  ;  and  all  the  threat- 


inings  of  the  church's  enemies.  Let  us  take  encouragement  ear- 
ncftly  to  pray  for  thofe  glorious  things  which  £r°d  h*3  promised 
to  accomplifh  for  his  church*  XL 
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r.  jHenp  we  m®y  ,earn  h*"  happy  a  fociety  the  church  cl 
Chnft  i*.  For  all  tht*  great  work  is  for  them.  Ghrift  undertook 

it  for  their  fakes,  and  for  their  fakes  he  Carries  it  on,  from  the  fall 
of  man  to  the  end  of  the  world }  it  is  becaufe  be  has  loved  them 
wuhan  everlafttng  love.  For  thetr  fakes  he  overturns  lutes  and 
kingdoms.  For  their  Likes  he  fbakes  heaven  and  earth.  He  gives 
men  for  them,  unpeople  for  their  life.  Since  they  have  been  pre- 
emus  m  God  s  fight,  they  have  been  honorable  ;  and  therefore  he 
firfl  gtves  the  blood  of  his  own  Son  to  theai,and  tfien.for  their  fake*, 
gives  the  blood  of  all  their  enemies,  many  thoufands  and  millions* 
all  nation*  that  {land  in  their  way,  as  a  facrificc  to  their  good. 

£  or  their  fakes  he  made  the  world,  and  for  their  fakes  he  will 
efiroy  it  .  for  their  fakes  he  built  heaven,  and  for  their  fakes  he 
makes  his  angels  minifiring  fpirits-  Tnercfore  the  Apofile  fays  as 
he  does,  t  Gor.  iii.  21.  fcc.  “  All  things  are  yours  :  whether  Paul, 
or  Apolios,  or  Cephas,  or  the  world,  or  life,  pr  dca^b,  or  things  pre- 
fent,  or  things  to  come  ;  all  are  yojurs.M  How  bleilcd  is  this  people 
who  are  redeemed  from  among  men,  and  are -the  firft  fruits  unto 
God,  and  to  the  Limb  ;  who  have  God  in  all  ages  for  their  pro- 
led  ion  and  help  !  Deut.  xxxiii.  29  %t  H  ppy  art  thou,  O  “  If- 
rael :  who  is  like  unto  thee,  O  people  faved  by  the  Lord,  she  (hidd 
of  thy  help,  and  who  is  the  fword  thy  excellency  !  and  thine  ene¬ 
mies  {hall  be  found  liars  unto  thee,  and  thou  &ak  tread  upon  their 
high  places/9 

Let  who  will  prevail  now,  let  the  enemies  of  the  church  exalt 
themfelves  as  much  as  they  will,  thefe  are  the  people  that  &a!l  fi¬ 
nally  prevail.  The  laft  kingdom  (hall  finally  be  theirs  ;  the  king¬ 
dom  fha’l  finally  be  given  into  their  hands,  a  ad  fisal!  not  be  left  to 
other  people.  We  have  feen  what  a  bteiled  ifiue  things  {hall  finally 
be  brought  to  as  to  them,  and  what  glory  they  (hall  arrive  at,  and 
remain  in  poflcffion  of,  for  ever  and  ever,  after  all  the  kingdoms 
of  the  world  are  come  to  an  end,  and  the  earth  is  removed,  and 
and  the  mountains  arc  carried  into  the  depth  of  the  fca,  or  where 
the  lea  was,  and  this  lower  earth  {hall  ail  be  dsffolved.  O  happy 
people,  and  bleifed  fociery  !  Well  may  they  fpend  an  eternity  in 
praifes  and  hallalujabs  to  him  who  loved  them  from  eternity,  and 
will  love  them  to  eternity  * 

X  And,  lafily,  hence  all  wicked  men,  all  that  are  in  a  Chrifi- 
kfs  condition,  may  fee  there  exceeding  mifery.  You  that  are 
fuch,  whoever  you  are,  you  are  thofe  who  have  no  part  nor  lot  in 
this  matter.  'You  arc  never  the  better  for  any  of  thofe  things 
of  which  you  have  heard  :  yea,  your  guilt  is  but  fo  much  the  grea¬ 
ter,  and  the  mifery  you  arc  expofed  to  fo  much  the  more  dread¬ 
ful.  Yju  are  fomc  of  tb?t  fort,  againft  whom  God,  in  the  progref* 
©f  the  workjexcrcifes  fo  much  maaifeft  wrath  ;  fome  of  thofe  ene¬ 
mies 
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who,  arc  liable  to  be  made  Chrift's  footftool,  and  be  frfed 
with  a  rod  of  iron,  and  to  be  dafhed  in  pieces.  You  are  feme  of 
the  feed  of  the  ferpent,  to  bruife  the  head  of  which  it  one  great  de- 
fign  of  all  this  work.  Whatever  glorious  things  God  accoaap* 
fifties  for  bit  church,  if  you  continue  in  the  (late  you  are  now  in* 
they  will  not  be  glorious  to  you.  The  snoft  glorious  time*  of  the 
church  are  always  the  moil:  difmal  times  of  the  wicked  and  impeni¬ 
tent.  This  we  are  taught  in  If.  Ixvi.  14  — —  And  fo  we  find* 
where*  ever  glorious  things  are  foretold  concerning  the  church* 
there  terrible  things  are  foretold  concerning  the  wicked  Jts  enemies* 
And  fo  it  etc?  has  been  in  faft  ;  in  all  remarkable  deliverance* 
wrought  for  the  church,  there  has  been  alfo  a  remarkable  execution 
of  wrath  on  its  enemies.-  So  it  was  when  God  delivered  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  Ifrael  out  of  Egypt;  at  the  fame  time  he  remarkably  pour-3 
ed  out  his  wrath  on  Pharaoh  and  the  Egyptaini.  §0  when  he 
brought  them  into  Canaan  by  Jofhua,  and  gave  them  that  good 
land  he  remarkably  executed  wrath  upon  the  Canaanites.  So  when 
they  were  delivered  our  of  ibe  Babyfonifh  captivity,  fjgnal  ven-» 
geance  Was  in&ifted  on  the  Babylonians*  So  when  the  Gehtiiejs 
were  called,  and  the  cleft  of  God  were  faved  by  the  preaching  of 
the  apoftks,  Jerufalsm  and  the  perfecting  Jews  were  deftroyed  in 
a  mod  awful  manner.  1  might  obferve  the  fame  concerning  the 
glory  accompliihed  to  the  church  in  the  days  of  Cohfianiine,  zi 
the  overthrow  of  Satan's  viHble  kingdom  in  the  downfall  of  Anti- 
shrift,  and  at  the  day  of  judgement.  In  all  thefc  inftanccs,  and 
efpeciaily  in  the  laft,  there  have  been*  or  will  be,  exhibited  moft 
awful  tokens  of  the  divine  wrath  againft  the  wicked.  And  to  thic 
clafs  of  men  you  belong; 

You  arc  indeed  fome  of  that  fort  that  God  Will  make  ufc  d  m 
this  affair  ;  but  it  will  be  for  the  glory  of  his  jufticc,  and  not  of  hie 
mercy.  You  are  fome  of  thofc  enemies  of  Gcd  who  are  referved 
for  the  triumph  of  Chrift’s  giorloui  power  in  overcoming  and 
punifhing  them.  You  arc  fome  ef  that  fort  that  fiaall  be  confum- 
ed  with  this  aceurfed  world  after  the  day  of  judgement,  whoa 

Chrift  and  his  church  fhall  triumphantly  and  gloriouily  afeend  to 

heaven. 


Therefore  let  a»l  that  are  in  a  Chrifalcfs  condition  amongft  t 
ferioufly  confidcr  thefe  things,  and  not  be  like,  the  foolifli  peop] 
©f  the  old  world,  who  would  not  take  warning,  when  Noah  to! 
them,  that  the  Lord  was  about  to  bring  a  flood  of  waters  upon 
y  or  like  toe  people  of  Sodom, who  would  not  regard,  whcaLt 
told  them  that  God  would  deftroy  that  city,  and  would 

Sec  from  the  wrath  to  come,  afcd  fo  were  coo  fussed  in  that  t 
dertruwion,  q  9 
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i  would  conclude  ©y  whole  difcourfe  on  thi*  fubje&,  la  words, 
like  thofe  in  the  hi*  of  the  Revelation  :  ««  Thefe  faying*  are 
faithful  and  true,  and  blelTcd  ia  he  that  kespeth  thefe  fayings?  Es* 

Isold,  Ghriftccmtth  quickly,  and  hi*  reward  ii. with  him,  to  ren¬ 
der  to  every  man  according  as  his  work  ftull  be.  And  he  that  h 
uojuil,  (hall  be  uajuft  ftill ;  and  he  that  is  filthy,  fhall  be  filthy 
flili ;  and  he  that  ia  holy,  {kail  be  holy  ftill,  Blcfied  arc  they  that 
do  his  commandment!,  that  they  may  have  right  to  the  tree  of  life, 
and  may  eater  in  through  the  gates  into  the  city  :  for  without  are 
dogs,  and  forcerera,  and  whoremongers,  and  murderers,  and  idol¬ 
aters,  and  whofoever  lovethand  aaketh  a  lie.  He  that  tefiifieth 
thefe  things,  faith.  Surely  I  come  quickly.  Amen  ;  even  fo  come 
Lord  JclW; 

®  I  N  I  $. 
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?ige  1 2,  line  3  7,  for  is,  read  it.  P.  16, 1.  3,  after  heavens , 
and.  P.  45, 1.29,  dele  he.  P.  48,  L  4,  from  bottom,  r.  tJiah 
!\  56, 1 26  r.  Shu h //#—.!.  27,  r.  Keturak.  P-  58, 1.  2.  for  ant. 
md.  P,  65.  after  ivas,  r.'-i®,  P.  75,* 1.  2.  for  under,  r,  as~- I.  9, 
iotfet,  r .fit.  P.  38, 1,  9,  r.  2.  Qkron.  P.  92,  laft  line,  r.  then. 
F.99,  K14 r.  htaytnly .  P.  113, 1.  38,  for  he,  r.  iu  P.  M 
line,  t.fevmty.  P,  1 16,  3d  line  from  hot.  for  toll  t .  ////-  P.  1170 
gd  1.  from  bot.  for  r.  raw  books*  P.  119,  1.  27,  for  when  z. 
whether— for  others  r.  other .  P,  120,  i,  23,  for  time  r. 

3>;  137,1.  9,  for  lira/  r  xurrr,  P.  I  f  o,  1.  29,  ior  at  r,  .  P.  1  >  $ 
|.  2®,fotftoodi.ftoopid'  P.  if  7, 1  24,  r.  to  kill  P.  165, 1,  18, 
dor  our  r.your.  P.  167,  l.  9;  for  effefted  t .  affeffied.  P.  ,172,  J. 

r.  inbringihg,  P,  173,  dele  the  whole  firft  Hue— I,  28,  for 
from*,  for .  P.  174, 1.  36,  for  and  z.  an.  P.  *7S»  4»  f°r  ** 

after  wer/d,  v.  Aji»  P.  185,  1.  15,  after  complying  t.with. 
P.  190,  l.  29,  for  laft  r.  /*<?/?.  P.  S99,  l,  26,  for  r,  for,  P. 
204,1,  7*  r  notnow.  P*  216,  l,  24,  for  it  r.  *7.  P.  217,  Jafl 
line,  r.  trouble.  P,  220, 1.  29,  for  faunry  r.  country.  P.  222,  l. 
3  3,  r.  Conflantine  the  great-** >1,  41,  after  e;  r,  England.  P,  223, 
I.  30,  r,  terribly  P.  H32, 1*  32*  dele  err.  P.  233*  j:  23*  r* 

grateful.  P.  *08,  l,22,  r.  of  the  truth  of  the  Chrifi  tan  religion) 

P.  242,  lr  10,  for  though  r.  thought .  P.  243, !.  i&,  r.y^r.  P.  246, 
I,  16,  for  though  r.  through— i  At,  for  cafe  r.  ra/#»  P*  256, 
32,  for  dljpenfations  r.  difperfione.  P.  259,  1.  16,  r,  roming ,  ?• 
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A  07  E  l  T  I  3-  E  MEN  T. 

THE  late  learned  and  ingenious  Mr.  Edwards 
left  in  MS.  feveral  hundred  lermons  on  doc¬ 
trinal  and  practical  fubjeds,  explications  of  above 
coo  texts  of  fcripture,and  eff.iys  on  the  truth  and  ex¬ 
cellency  of  the  Chafe! an  religion,-  the  harmony  of 
the  Old  and  NewTeftament,  the  divinity  of  Chrill, 
the  neceffity  and  reafonablenefs  of  atonement  and 
of  the  imputation  of  merit,  the  eternity  of  hell- 
torments,  the  foreknowledge  of  God,  predeftinati- 
on  univerfal  and  particular  redemption,  efficacious 
grace,  j  unification,  perfeveraticei  &c.  Though  he 
had  no  defig n  to-  publifii  thefe  in  the  form  in  which 
he  left  them,  yet,  in  the  opinion  of  good  judges  in 
America  who  have  peruied  them,  they  contain  a 
variety  of  new  and  (hiking  fentiments,  on  many 
important  and  difficult  fubjeds,  which  might  com¬ 
municate  to  the  Chriffian  world  much  ufeful  in- 
drudion.  When  writers  excel  only  in  ftyle  and 
compofition,  they  can  derive  little  honour,  and  the 
public  can  reap  fmall  improvement,  from  the  prin¬ 
ting  their  loofe  unfiniffied  papers  ;  but  important 
original  thoughts,  tho’  not  accurately  methodized, 
nor  adorned  with  the  beauties  of  eloquence,  will 
merit  being  preferred  from  oblivion.  If  fo  much 
of  the  authors  penetration  and  judgement  appear 
in  the  preceding  ffieets, written  about  2oyears  before 
his  death,  much  more  may  be  expaded  from  com- 
pofitions  in  a  period,  when  years,  ftudy  and  expe  ■ 
rience,  had  greatly  increaled  his  flock  of  knowledge. 
Whether  the  publiffisr  (hall  favour  the  world  with 
any  more  of  thefe  valuable  remains,  will  proba- 
bably  in  a  good  meafure  depend  on  the  encourage¬ 
ment  this  work  meets  with. 
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